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‘How to Start the Dialogue

Whatever may have been the justification for
the Awami League's hartal call of 10th April, we
strongly feel that there was none for the one that
brought the nation to a halt, except in Chittagong
and Bhola, last Tuesday. If it was to prove that the
AL still has the capacity to bring everything to a
halt, than we feel consfrained to add, that it did
not need any proof. For 1 but the most ig-
norant would have ever doubted the biggest op-
position party's ability for such action. Now that it
is over, cran we have some serious dialogue be-
tween the ruling party and the opposition about
the political future of the count Is it too much
to expect from parties and politicians who pro-
fess to be our leaders?

For politicians, and more so for political par-
ties, there are public postures and private posi-
tions. The public postures are designed as open-
ing gambits in a political tussle. Behind these pos-
tures are far better calculated positions which the
parties reveal only after a genuine dialogue be-
Ena. In our case we seem never to be able to go

nd, what the Americans call, the first base.
at we now have are statements and counter
statements of the political parties, in which they,
each of them, express their extreme positions.
And in the absence of any serious communication
between the opposition and the ruling BNP, the
extreme positions become the only known posi-
tions. As a result the public is getting increasingly
perturbed about the country's immediate demo-
cratic future.
Given the present political context, the
secretary-general Salam Talukdar's com-
ment to The Star on Wednesday that the BNP will
not ask the opposition to join next parliament
session, ﬂﬂttilll;.'s as a scl:ictl’:ceto m:uttng of dia-
logue that this n in upon ev-
eor%‘;nce the Magﬁg,c;y-elccﬂun brought about the
present impasse. What the BNP leader's state-
ment clearly brings out is that she ruling party
has given up any prospect of the next parliament
session to be of any worth. This obviously reduces
the prospect of any serious negotiations taking
place before the co session. It has to be re-
membered under what circumstances the par-
liament was last adjourned. This paper expressed
its dismay as to how the elected representatives
themselves were turning the parliament sessions
into meaningless events. Any further reinforce-
‘ment of that sentiment in the public mind will
constitute a severe setback for the strengthening
of the process of democracy. |
Now that the opposition is saying it will not re-
turn to the parliament unless the ruling p
agrees to certain demands, and the ruling party is
sa it will not ask the opposition to come to
the House, then where do we go from here?
There is now a tremendous amount of frustration
in the public mind caused by the inability of our
politicians to get along with one another. Their
constant quarreling about eve , and each
party's attitude that the 'other can do no right' is
creating a sense of disgust among the public
which both the AL and the BNP are ignoring at
their own peril. “ |
At the risk of sounding repetitive we reassert
'\ OUE: tion that the opposition and the treasury
benches must talk. It is only through that process

will they be able to differcntiate between each
other's public postures and real positions. Ard
only when they get to that stage, will some un-
derstanding become ible. But for the process
to start, the ruling party must first accept that
there is something in what the opposition is
saying. Some of the demands of the opposition
verge on the extreme. But not all. Far it. In
fact some of it, like contention about adequate
coverage of the opposition activities on the BTV
and the radio, is indeed most reasonable. What
the government can do, which is only ethical and
derhocratic, is to unilaterally open up the TV and

the radio to adequate coverage of the oppositicn

activities. This will make these two state-owned -
and

media more acceptable to the public,
perhaps reduce tension and soften the atmo-
sphere. That could be the point of starting a gen-
uine dialogue.

.Soccer vs Exams

That students go on hunger strike is not un-

common. The reasons most of the time are aca-
demic — more precisely concerning examina-
tions. Most of the time the demand is for shifti
the date of examination under a host of pretexts.
Some of them deserve considerations, some do
 not. But almost always it is the protesting stu-
dents who get their ways, finally. For the 500 or
so examinees of Rajshahi University the issue is
no different, for they too are emulating Mahatma
Gandhi by opting for the famous form of protest,
non-violence.

And why such a large body of students

rotesting threugh their refusal of food against
10lding the examinations due to start from June
12 next? The answer is plain and simple. June is
the month when the greatest football extrava-
ganza will be taking place in the USA. Well, the
students have a point. Since the two finals — soc-
cer and honours — have coincided, those 500 ex-
aminees are sure to suffer’a bout of divided atten-
tion. One must not stand in the way of the other.
The logic is simple. Since the World Cup cannot
be postponed and the live televised matches will
be available here, thanks to the dish antennae, it
is the examination that must be made to wait.

Well, then, there may be arguments that ho-
nours final examinations are most important and
come once in a lifetime. The world cup soccer will
return after every four years. No question about
that. Only the students want to have the best of
both worlds. They are to sit for the exami-
nation but only at a later date, after the world cup
is over. And by m their choice clear for hun-
ger strike, they have demonstrated their love for
the game, foo , the most popular of all sports.

Sure enough, the examinees are making a
choice between two things. But the issue
taken a different twist by the appearance of an-
other group of students on the scene. have
submitted a memorandum to the Vice Chancellor
deman the hold of the examinations on
schedule. Now, this put the university author-
ity in a dilemma. Clearly, to the second group of
students soccer does not mean much. There may
‘be yet another %rj'ou who will join neither of the
sides. They are likely
the examinations with enthusiasm, but also will
not be altogether displeased if the exams are held
on schedule. We be waiting for the verdict of

the authority with interest. Will soccer win over
exams or the vice versa?

to greet a postponement of .

ITH the retreat of co-
mmurnism, new natlo-
ns, new problems, new
tensions are bursting out eve-
rywhere, some of them pre-
senting the greatest of cha-
llenges to continued stability
and prosperity of human bei-
ngs around the globe. The
collapse of the Soviet Union
and its neighbours has thrown
the East-European countries
into a whirlpool of chaos, in-
stability an anarchy. In a great
are that stretches out from the
Balkans and blood soaked Yu-
goslavia up to Ukraine and be-
yond, ethnic tensions are boil-
ing over and mini-nationalism

is beginning to run riot.

Sadly enough, getting rid of
the communist dictatership
does not guarantee a ticket to
pluralist and open free soci-
eties. This trauma of ethnic vi-
olence and unleashing of fun-
damentalism extends to the
region of India, Pakistan,
Afghanistan and to some ex-
tent to of this part of the world
too. What an irony it would be
and how furiously future gen-
erations would condemn us {f.
at the very moment, success in
the endeavours like alleviation
of poverty. eradication of illit-
eracy and setting up a pluralist
democratic society which are
within our grasp, allewed to
crumble away; if we allow the
narrow corners of community
infighting to divert us from
higher needs and goals.

Pertinently. the rool cause
of the liberation war of
Ban must not be lost
sight of. An euphoric urge to
use Islam to suppress our cul-
ture by the rulers of Pakistan,
to an extent, hastened the
demise of the then East Pak-
istan. The brutality and orgy of
massacre unleashed by the
Pakistani occupation forces at

T the headquarters of
the Black Sea Flee t in

this historic port city of

Ukraine, the slogan 'Crimea —
Our Motherland’ emblazoned
on the walls by its pro-Russian
populace captures the divisive
spirit here. _

Nearly 140 years after the
end of the Crimean War and 40
years after Soviet leader Nikita
Kruschev gave it as a gift to
Ukraine, the Crimean penin-
sula has become the source of
a raging dispute between
Ukrainian nationalists who see
it as their sovereign territory
and the Russians who consider
it an indivisible part of their
history.

During the March parlia-
mentary elections, more than
60 per cent of Crimean voters
took part in an informal
plebiscite calling for greater
autonomy from Kiev for the
peninswia. More than 80 per
cent of those who voted

‘Meshkov's demands for inde-
pendent powers. :
.The plebiscite has no legal
force. but it is expected to
damage Kiev's relations with

diamond-shaped peninsula's
the ex-Soviet Black Sea Fleet,

also been bickering over.
Although Moscow had
wanted to quarantine the ques-

agreements for the Fleet's di-
vision and sale. disputes over
the Black Sea Fleet's status
may resurface now that the
Ukrainian parliamentary polls

the country’s nationalist west
and pro-Russian eastern
provinces.

The Fleet was once a
mighty maritime arm of ihe
Soviet Union, its 350 combat
ships seen as a counter-bal-
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April 16, regarding the Bang-
ladesh
International Affairs [BILIA)

written by Mr A S M Nurun
Nabi. Beirig associated with the

Institute in dilferent cap-
acities for more than 18 years
since its inception in 1973, I
became the Director in 1992
prior to my departure
visiting scholar to the Geor-

in Washington D C. | am,
therefore, in a position to siate
that Mr Nurun Nabi (a former
ad hoc Research Associale) has
failed to trace Lhe rools and

that has gripped the Institute
since 19092. , :
BILIA has a rich heritage o
pasl achievementis as a re-
search instituté in law and in-
ternational affairs. The f[actors

tiative and dynamism of a high
powered executive council co-

of the Supreme Court, dip-
lomats, and other seniof high
ranking officials. Researchers
and officials of the institute
contributed in keeping the
organization thriving with
-activity which included. among
other things, hblding of natio-

nal and international seminars
and workshops, maintaining a

number of regular publications
and conducting projects un-
dertaken in different fields.
| During  the period 1973-1992,
the Institute earned fame both
al horhe and abroad through
various national and interna-

undertaken from time to time.

tional programmes that it had
I The question now arises as

backed Crimean President Yuri

Moscow especially since the
future is inextricably linked to
which the two neighbours have

tion of Crimean autonomy from -

have confirmed a split between

— e ——

Sir, My attention was drawn
to a feature in The Daily Star of

Institute of Law and

a8 a

getown Universily Law Centre -

causes of the present crisis

behind its glory lay in the ini-

mprising ol honourable Judges

Why

that time find only its par
in the torture let loose on the
Muslims by the Serbs in the
Bosnia-Harzegovina. The hor-,

‘ror of the four-year old unre-

lenting savagery unleashed by
the Serbs has stunned the civi-
lized world. Reports of torture
and starvation in detention
camnps and also of emaciated
Muslim prisoners give heart
rending account of the atroci-
ties still going on unabated.
Despite the fact that the coun-
try has suffered so much so in
human tragedy and economic
ruination, and that any kind of
fanaticism only enhances hu-
man misery, some self-cen-
tered politicians, after using

rdig?rm apon, are stok-
ing the #:e: :!'E ﬁt;':"hmenla]!m

and communalism to the peril
of the Bangladesh-s rise into a
sustainable democracy.

We tend to forget very often
that militancy has never paved
the way for peace, stability and
progress. Saner section of the
people must come to terms
with the truth that those who
use communalism or funda-
mentalism in any form as an
argument for stability or peace
leave a legacy far more volatile
than the disease Lhey seek to
cure. Civilian institutions that
could lay the' foundation of
genuine grassroots democracy

can never be fully developed by
pursuing the politics of
parochialism.

Recent trend of activities by
some sell-seeking or self-cen-
tred elements to restrict the
freedom of women in job and
literacy, points to the poign-
ancy of the move. This must be
brought home to all concerned
with progress and develop-

this A

ment of the country that
Bangladesh is not an oil-rich
country like Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait or Iran, where women-
folk cam afford to remain
within the four walls of the
house, relaxing or rolling in
plenty of the petro-dollar. In
Muslim countries like lraq and
Libya women work and study
side by side with men.

- The barbaric punishment
and’ humiliation meted out to
Nurjahan of Sylhet and Feroza
Begum of Satkhira and hin-
drance created in
the pre-burial Islamic rites of a
young child of a woman work-
ing as an NGO worker in Bogra
and many other stray cases in
Sirajganj. Rangpur, Kaliganj
and Feni are indications of the
rise of a severe form of funda-
mentalism.

Islam, since the time of
Prophet Mohammed (SM) has
demonstrated superb sense of
tolerance in the face of sever-
est of provocations. But the
stark fact is that, on the con-
trary, these days some extrem-
ist groups and fanatics mas-
querading as devoted Muslims
are brandishing weapons and
resorting to hate-campaign un-
leashing discord, enmity and
fear which may ultimately en-
danger this fledgling democ-
racy and tear the nation apart.
That would mean a great catas-

trophe engulfing the country,
and putting progress and sta-
bility at stake. We must take
note of the fact that stability
can be achieved by the cool
wind of harmony. How can ex-
tremists and fanatics with ty-
phoon of zealotry, hatred and

Rangpur,
and some other
Sirajganj is a sordid picture
and a caleulated attempt to
keep the women-folk of the
country 'in perennial bondage
to the  utter disregard of the
economic emancipation of the
people at large. The question
now that looms large in the
public mind is the attainment
of economic viability of the na-
tion. But how can this be
achieved? Only with the men-
folk. leaving aside the vast ma-
jority of women that constitute
50% of the total population?

if is a happy augury that
after ignoring women for

decades, ald organizations and
prudent leaders of the nation

ttack against Women?

by Md Asadullah Khan

are now beginning to recog-
nise women as a key to eco-
nomic advancement in this de-
veloping world. Given the
portunity. women from ;
Bangladesh Pakistan and other
third world countries. have
shown that they can run busi-
nesses and support their fami-
lies.

What has most often been
lost sight of is that women
grow at least half the world's
food, as much as 80% in parts
of Africa. And as more men flee
the countryside for jobs in the
cities. women now head be-
tween a third and a half of all
house holds in the developing
world. We remain a passive and
mute spectator to the grim
sight of women. tolling in
other people's fields for virtu-
ally nothing and languishing in
squalor, hunger and poverty.

lronic when in the changed
circu ANCes New umni-
ties have brought them for-

tunes, they are purchasing
lands, raising livestock — our
heart bleeds with resentment

and anger. It is no exaggera-
tion that the moment when

targeted women, development
has come about. Village by vil-
lage, women in the developing
world are gaining the tools and
confidence they need to pro-
vide for their families and to
make their communities
healthier places to live.

As these women in the de-
veloping countries acquire ski-
lls and influence. they are push-
ing for literacy drive, clean
water and better nutriion. They
are building networks a~d

creating the kind of solidarity

Ukraine: The Crimean War 17

ance to the US. Sixth Fleet pa- .

trolling the Mediterranean. It
protected the Soviet Union's
southern flanks while the
northern and eastern shores
were guarded by fleets based
in the Arctic port of
Murmansk and the Russian Far
Eastern base of Viadivostok.

Bul the crumbling of the
Soviet Union has meant that
the Black Sea Fleet becomes
subject to a tug-of-war when-
ever relations between
Ukraine and Russia hit rock-
bottom. -

Now Russia Is reasserting
its role as a global power and it
sees the Fleet as a symbol of its
heroic military endeavours —
especially during the Crimean
War during which it fought
valiantly against an Anglo-
French alliance with the
Turkish Ottoman Empire.

In 1853, Imperial Russia
occupied Turkish territory in
an effort to expand to
Constantinopole and gain ac-
cess to Mediterranean ports.
But and France sprang
to the defence of the Ottoman
Empire and bombarded
Sevastopol, laying a siege that
lasted one year. The war
dragged on with heavy casual-
ties for four years.

Says Lt Cdr Andrei Grachev,
head of the Fleet's press cen-
tre: "It is not merely the ques-
tion of ships and bases.
Sevastapol and the Fleet are a
part of Russia history. Those
who reject their won history
can have no future.”

Ukraine has recognised its
inability to find the enormous
resources required to maintain
the Black Sea Fleet and has
been trying to form a new na-
tional navy. It now has five
combat vessels of its own.

Ukraine and Russia are jockeying for

control over the Crimea and the Black Sea
Fleet in a tussle that harks back to a
wasteful war more than a century ago.
Rajiv Tiwari of Inter Press Service reports

But Kiev wants Moscow to
pay a fair price for the
takeover of the Fleet, and its
success in forcing the West to
compensate for its nuclear dis-
armament programme has
armed the Ukranians with a
confidence — which observers-
say may turn out to be mis-
placed. Warns Ukrainian Navy
Rear Admiral Nikolai Kostrov:

- "Conflicts start from the
clumsiest situations.”
Last vyear, Ukrainian

President Leonid Kravchuk
met Russian President Boris
Yeltsin in the Crimean resort
of Massandra and agreed to
sell his country's share of the
Black Sea Fleet in return for
US$2 billion worth of debts
accumulated for Russian oil
and energy supplies.

- Under the terms of the
Massandra Protocol, Ukraine
and Russia were to prepare an
inventory of the fleet and its
shore installations to fix a value
on their sale. But Kostrov, who
heads the Ukrainian side of
the commission, now says the
Russians are dragging their
feet in the hope of gains to be
made from Crimean autonomy.
"The situation will not improve
because of these plebiscites
and politics,” he adds.

Earlier in Yalta, Kravchuk
and Yeltsin had agreed to di-
vide the Fleet, valued at about
US$32 billion, on an equal ba-
sis. But Ukrainian naval officers

last two years has come to a
siate of stalemate leading to-
wards a slow death. Mr Nurun
Nabi seemingly has evaded

-analysis of this most pertinent

question as to why such a
bleoming organization has all
of a sudden turned into a dying

" Institute and why has the gov-
ernment withdrawn its

grant
after such a long period?
Perhaps all this can be at- -
tributed to the loss of ethos of
this research 'think-tank’ that
has fallen prey to a precarious
tug of war. Obstinacy and un-
fairness inside the institute
has shrouded the once cheer-
ful organization now standing
at the precipice of self annihi-
lation. All these are a reflection
of gross injustice being carried

out within the institute which

has seriously hampered the
normal and regular activities of
the organization. Mr Nabi's
comment on BILIA projects is
further apparent to be incom-

prehensive from his remark on

the SAARC project (in which |

was Lhe Coordinator) which he
termed as 'not being able to

make a headway'. Being in no
way ever. involved in the pro-
ject, the commentator ap-
peared to be ignorant about

| the constraints and problems

in implementing the SAARC
project. Nor is he aware of the
bpoks, journals and articles
that have been procured with-
in the limited scope and
cuoaperation that was available.

K M Haque
Mirpur, Dhaka

Bogra4 by-election

Sir, Bogra-4 constituency is

a BNP dominated area where

the BNP MP unfortunately
died. It does not matter if
some parties take part in the
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iv why this Institute over the . by-election or not. But know-

ing the forgone conclusion,
they should not cover their
sure-failure in the name of
caretaker govt. election as a
smoke-screen to fool the peo-
ple. If USA or UK also conduct

-election there, BNP will cake-

walk.

Ghulam Murshid

Dhaka :
Inspiring records

Sir. The heart-breaking new
records of individual highest
score in a Test innings by a
West Indian, the highest total
Test wickets by an Indian, and
the highest aggregate Test
runs by an Australian mean
something new the cricket-
dom should have longed for,

Undeniably, the cricketmmen
now owe the new heroes, as
well as old ones, pride and
prestige for their historic per-

formances that will be inspir- -

ing the lovers‘of the Gentle-
men's Game on and off the
pitch until the time unknown. .

Early this year has wit-
nessed many sports records
advanced or perfected anew.
It's all been possible because of
advances in technology and
know-how (plus luck for
some).

As a part of payback, all the
greats, all-time and one-time
alike, who literally made the
impossible possible, created
new histories, and set new
standards without which the
wide world of sports would not

_be as it is today. deserve to be

remembered as best ways as
can be, not merely to popular-
ize the sports but to enrich
each discipline with all the
best in an individual sports-
mari.

M Rahman

Zila School Road, Mymensingh

admit privately that a settle-
ment of between 10-15 per
cent of that amount is more
realistic.

Perhaps to overcome lost
national pride, Ukrainian offi-
cials disparage the Fleet's
value. Kostrov says the last
combat vessels were inducted
in 1982 and most of the ships
are on an at least 20

years old. “The fleet is like a

OPINION

fioating scrap yard. it is absurd
to compare it with the US
Sixth Fleet.” he adds. "The

Islamisation will throw the
country in to a cul-de-sac and
will tear a section apart from
the other.

In a country where women
literacy rate a only
19%. this sort of cymical atti-
tude towards women will in-
vite gloom for the country. The

rebel president Zwviad
Gamsakhurdia.

Most of the Fleet's sailors
and officers are Russian and

likely to have voted for greater

Black Sea Fleet is a paper

tiger.”
But Grachev says

ance of forces between Russia
and the United States. When
asked why Russia needs such
armed
of the Cold War,
back: Please tell me why does
the US maintain its Sixth Fleet

at our doors, who will it fight?”

Last year, Russia sent

marines from the Fleet protect

key transport and communica-
tion lines during the final
phases of the Georgian civil
war between forces loyal to
Eduard Shevardnadze and

it remains
a vital part of the strategic bal-

Crimean and elected
lawmakers from Meshkov's
‘Russia’ bloc. is also

inhabited by a large number of
retired naval officers who take
an active part in demenstra-
tions calling for union with

Russia.

n after the end
he shoots

The Fleet is funded up to
three-fourths from the Russian
exchequer, but salaries and
pemsions are paid out in the
worthless Ukrainian karbo-
vanets coupon. Thus, living
standards here are lower than
five times to sailors' earnings
in other fleets. Leading some
observers to conclude Ukraine
has al lost on the vital
economic t in the battle

Magura By-election and Democracy =

While answering the points
made by Mr Abu Imran on
Magura by-election in the Daily
Star of March 30, 1994 Mr T
Hussain has made a number, of
assertfions in your "Opinion
Column” on April 26, 1994. I
would like to comment on
some of the points he made.

| He said, inter alia. that "It was

assumed that both Awami
League and Jatiya Party had

. joined hands together in op-

posing the BNP candidate.”

| This assumption was made in

the face of the fact that the
Jatiya Party candidate, a
former minister, and his party
conducted a vigorous campaign
and polled over 20,000 votes.
Does it suggest to impartial ob-
sérvers that the Jatiya Party
had "joined hands"” with the
Awami League? On the other
hand, the alliance between the

-BNP and Jamaat-e-Islami is a

matter of public record. Did
the BNP not come -to power

with the support of Jamaat? In -

recent months one. noticed
some signs of Jamaat's disillu-
signment with the BNP gov-
ernment but then the Jamaat
is not alone in feeling disillu-
sioned.

BNP's refusal to agree to
have the observer teams gave
away the game, Mr T Hussain
suppressed the fact that, in
addition to the re entatives
of the three parties, the team
was to have a representative of
the Election Commission. Aw-
ami League was fully prepared
to take the risk, which was
considerable, that the govt. .
official whe would have repre-
sented the Election Commi-
ssion, might have been biased
in favour of the ruling party.
Why could not the BNP agree
to an arrangement which, if
anything, was tilted more in its
favour?

The Chief Election Com-

missioner's abrupt departure
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' QComments on the Magira

| by-election by Mr T Hussain in

The Daily Star of 26 April
seem to be eminently perti-
nent and cover all points —
almost. One aspect that needs
to be dwelt on is whether the

| Awami League had exhausted

all legal remedies before

| declaring that no fair election

can be expected under the
BNP Government and so the

freely and democratically
elected government must re-
sign two years before its term
expires and fresh elections
should be held.

The Awami League which
professes to have been
outraged by the rigging prac-
tised by the opponents was so
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late in preferring an objection
to the Election
that the Gazette Notification
declaring the BNP candidate
vietorious had already gone to
the press for publication. This
was, however, no bar proceed-
ings before the Election Com-
mission which formally invited
the Awami
hearing. The latter, never-
theless, refused to appear on
the flimsy ground that results
had already been
it would be of avail in legally
pursuing the matter. This,
notwithstanding the fact, that
gazette notification did not
debar the EC from invalidating
the election if so justified as a
result of the hearing. Further-

Shah A M S Kibria

from Magura surprised the
nation. But it is really not a
mystery. A number of newspa-
pers reported his comments
to the press before his depar-
ture, when the BNP refused to
accept his proposal for elec-
tion o teams, that he
did not expect the election to
be free and fair and that he did
not want to be a party to such a
situation. This is the reason for
his sudden departure from
Magura. But it is a matter of
some regret that when ques-
tions were later raised on this
and other related issues, the
distinguished Chief Election
Commissioner, instead of clari-
f[ying his pgsition. chose to
maintain an Lic silence.
His silence naturally spawned
all kinds of rumours,

Mr Hussain has faulted Mr
Imrah for pointing out the
politicisation of the bureau-
cracy by the BNP government.
One need not enter into a con-
troversy about who is biased
against who. Facts should be
the criteria to judge the point.
Can Mr Hussain explain why
key police officers were trans-
ferred to the area just before
the election? Is it not against
the guideline set by the
Election Commission?

Mr T Hussain's whole case
rests on the claim that "If
there be any specific case or
cases of this nature, the
Elecfdon Commission must be
allowed to apply its judicious
mind in deciding such cases,

filed in a proper manner and

under relevant rules/laws.”
The Commission's "judicious
mind”, according to Mr Hu-
ssain should be allowed to
decide whether there was
electoral fraud in Magura. Let
me inform the readers of the
Daily Star that the Awami
League candidate and his

Commission

e lawyer to a

gazetted and

submitted a petition,
st by all the available
evi ce, to the Election
Commission on 27 March,
1994. The petition must have

been submitted m under

the relevant law because the
Election Commission set the

date for the hearing of the case

on 29 March, 1994. However,
the Chief Election Commi-
ssioner did not wait for the
hearing: he announced the
results in the evening of 27
March, 1994! No explanation

was given as to why the resuits

were declared in such hurry,
even before the hearing of the
Awami League candidate's
wish to make further enquiries
into these facts before advising
the so-called losers to accept
what they regard as an elec-
toral fraud.

Mr Hussain did not deem it
necessary to advance any rea-
son or argument for character-

. izing the demand for general
election under a neutral care-
taker govgrnment as "absurd”.
Perhaps he thinks that the ex-
pression of contempt Iis
enough to render this widely
shared demand unacceptable
to his readers. All the opposi-

tion parties support it. To the
best of my knowledge, two
opinion polls, one conducted
by "Probe” news agency and
another by the Weekly Dhaka
Courier found the demand for
election under a caretaker
government to be su

more than 80% of thq popula-
tion. But the BNP is not con-
vinced. want the comlort
of an election under their
management. One must wait
and see if the BNP, encouraged
by Magura, will try to replicate
the Magura success in all 300
seats at the next elec-
tion by following the same
methods. Must the nation step

into the abyss?

. ® 4 % =

more, if no satisfaction was
given by the EC, High Court
and Supreme Court were open
for pressing the matter home
legally.

Since no such course was
adopted, the conclusion be-
comes Irresistible the Awami
League was nearly seeking a
plea, however flimsy, for
destabilising the normal elec-
toral and democratic dispen-
sation tg advance the party in-
terests. This is surely tanta-
mount to sabotaging the demo-
cratic process while paying lip
service to Institutionalising
democracy.

Abdul Momin
House 73, Road 11A. DRA,
Dhaka -
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