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Effective Development Breaks down Barriers
by Aloysius Milon Khan '

member group have been together for 7 years
and are now self-managing. Once the pond is
filled. they plan to release the fingerlings and

begin feeding.

The group's chairperson Rokeya Begum
outlines their plans. "We have arranged a 10-
year lease on the pond. With the help of some
training from RDRS and involvement of our
husbands, we are confident we can
the pond well". Rokeya estimates the group
should earn at least Tk 10,000 ($250) per
year over and above those fish "which we will
eat ourselves occasionally”.

Rokeya demonstrates real confidence.
"Although we will ask the men to feed and to
harvest the fish, this is a female-run fishpond.
We are the ones who will manage and benefit
from it. We can do that as well as anyone.”

| FFECTIVE women's development mea-
ns enabling women to begin taKing on
tasks normally reserved for men. In
overcrowded rural Bangladesh, fishfarming
- has enormous potential to provide nutrition

and income for the poor.

In northern Bangladesh. poor women are
. to run fishponds. In
conjunction with -World Food
MJP). one NGO — RDRS — is giving womeén

both capablé and willing

the chance to run their own fishpond

Bhabanon Pond in Salander Union of
district and you can meet the

determined women's group of Manapara

planning how to manage their own pond.

Using WFP food-for-work, fifty
labourers are excavating the 0.8 acre pond
. which Manapara women's group have leased
from the local mosque committee. The 23-
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REPARATION for the Be-
World Qonference
on '95 is going
full swing both at the
mént and NGO level. On
the 2nd of April some mem-
bers of the Steering Cofn-
mittee of the Bangladesh
National Preparatory Commit-
tee towards Beijing, NGO
Forum '95 met with the Min-
ister of -Women's Alffairs Ms
Sarwari Rahman. The main
of the meeting was to
her of the objectives of

the committee.

The Chairperson of the
committee, Ms Najma Chow-
dhury assured the Minister
that the committee is
committed to input positively
into the government's prepa-
ration for the conference. The
Minister agreed and empha-
sised the need to speak in one
voice in order to effectively
convey the concerns of the
women of Bangladesh at the
conference in Beljing. The
Minister graciously acknowl-
edged the importance of in-
volving the NGOs and all other
groups in the preparatory
process and promised to ex-
tend all the help of her
Ministry. -

The National Committee set
up by the government has also
been very active by organising
workshops all over Bangladesh
80 that a wider section of the

© women population may partic-
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- ipate in the preparation. At the

working group Ilevel, the
preparation is also gaining mo-
mentunt. Each working group
has been requested to submit
some kind of a draft report by
the end of the month. The
next Prep Commmn. is scheduled
to be held in Jakarta in June
which will be attended by
senior government officials
and ministers. There will of
course be representations
from the NGOs and women's
groups from the region.

The Commission on the
Status of Women met for its
38th session in New York in
February. The Commission acts
as the Preparatory Committee
for the Beijing Conlerence.
The Draft Platform For Action
was presented aimed at over-
coming the obstacles most
women still face in all parts of
the world, developing and in-
dustrialised alike. According to
reports from those who at-
tended the Prep Comm there
was little division on tradi-
tional women's issues such as
violence, the need for greater
economic equity, women's ba-
sic rights, women's empow-
erment and women's greater

representation in national and.

international decision making

bodies. However, when - it
comes to poverty and ways to
overcoming it, women f[rom
the South feel there is lack of
understanding on the part of
women from the North.

. g RRTe .
Union of Thakurgaon district.
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We, in Bangladesh feel that
there is a deep bond and unity
of purpose between all the
women of the world which
will help us to rise above all
differences. As the Secretary
General of the Conference,
Gertrude Mongella has report-
edly said: "We were not there
when such terminology differ-
entiating the rich and the poor
countries of the world came
into common usage. Today we
have to be concerned with is-
sues rather than terminole-

fies.

In the same note, one
might add that women's organ-
isations within the country,
both government and non-gov-
ernmental, ‘should try to re-
solve their differences — big or
fundamental they may be and
work for our common cause of
building a discrimination free
society. The old adage, "Unity
is strength” is still true. The
need for solidarity. is even
greater now because there are
so many forces working against
our cause. In order to defeat
those forces our most effective
weapon is unity through which
we shall have to overcome
those obstacles. The recent
attacks against NGO workers

. and beneficiaries prove that

theré is a force working
against the emancipation of
women folk. Some vested in-
terest groups see the empow-
erm.e?t of women as a threat.

Against this backdrop
there is no scope for divisions
amongst us. The small differ-
ence that does exist should be
resolved through continuous
dialogue. The Beijing confer-
ence has become a rallying
point behind which all the
women of the world are unit-
ing. We in Bangladesh hope
that the forward looking strat-
egy will take us beyond it.
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Tis a girl! A flash of thun
der struck the parents and
everything burned into
ashes. Their world of dreams
is blown to smithereens in just
a split second. Life becomes an
unbearable burden to carry and
a foreboding danger seems Lo

eat them up slowly. A girl's -

birth brings an impending
depth of despair for the par-
ent. This is a stark picture of
our society but the truth,is far
bitter than our imagination.

In the dark ages baby girls
were buried alive after their
birth, thereby ending all the
agony with it and the parents
ltved happily ever after. This
custom is almost abolished
although still prevalent in
some countries doesn't exist
now. In Bangladesh it has de-
veloped in its own course be-
coming more ferocious and vi-
clous. Today a girl dies a hun-
dred times a day.

From childhood a girl is
taught vell to accommodate
herself with the adverse and
firmly fixed customs without
any protest. Her emotions are
negated. her values are ig
nored, losing touch of her real
self and all that is left of her is
an artificial facade who will-
ingly becomes victim to the
man-made so-called civil soci-
ety. It is embedded in her that
she is a guest in her own very
house, her communique with
the outside world is restricted
and she cannot defy purdah
which only meéans further
seclusion. After marriage her
destiny is her husband's house
and no matter what happens,
here is no return and she has
to stay there till her death. She
has to sacrifice everything at
the altar of her husband's often
unreasonable demands and
devote hersell fully for he is
the lord through whom she

‘will get her eternal peace. This

is because heaven, according
to the Hadith, lies under his
sacred feet.

The clergy or Imams con-

| sidered the pillars and the

guards of Islam are held in
great esteem by the devotees.
Their every movement, every
word is taken into account and
followed by the faithful disci-
ples. However, when such a
person, in whem you place
complete trust and for whose
sake you even put your life at
stake, start to abuse social and
moral ethics by manipulating
their influence on the naive
and the innocent; the con-
tempt is amplified a hundred
fold, particularly when the vic-
tim happens to be a woman.
The shock of betrayal will tear”
you apart as it rips off every bit
of trust that you had so ten-
derly nurtured for them.
Poverty is a curse which
cripples a country, paralyzes a
society, compels a person to
retreat to profanation for sur-
vival -and which in many cases
can be condoned by the law.
religion and on humanitarian
grounds depending on the

by Mehar Akhter

Today under the shadow

the society

Dragging the Nation into Dark 'Ages

nfls&unmﬂmsmﬁ?mlnmﬂemmm
some unconscionable hypocrites are trying to contaminate

the purity of Islam. They are, diminishing ethical and social values by
taking advantage of their power and trying to drag the nation to the
dark ages imposing great threat to our civilization. It is high time that
the Muslim community lift the veil of illusion from their eyes and make

a strong stand against the conspirators of Islam who are up to obliterate

the name of Islam.

need of the hour. But can we
forget what happened to
Nurjahan who had to take her
own precious life. for her only
crime that she was poor and
above all, she was a woman.
She succumbed to the humil-
jation inflicted upon her by
someone who teaches to re-

spect and obey parents and
who proclaims fo protect life
and not take it. A young woman
belonging -te a poveriy
siricken family, after being di-
vorced from her first husband
got married a second time
without completing her three
months restrieted, period
(iddat). This ¥o Wwas because of
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her ex-husband's fallure to '
provide héf maintenance
which is mandatory during the
restricted and because
of her parents’ inability to af-

ford her. She silently yielded
to their wishes and never
dreamt of the high price she
would have to pay for this. She
fell victim in the hands of reli-
gious zealots who by the dint
of their power, took law into
their hands, deliberately ig-
nored other aspects and de-
creed unilaterally that she

should be buried upto her

neck and stoned by the public.

They never thought once even -

about those minor boys whom
they encouraged to take part
in that ghastly and barbaric act

HETHER it is London
or Lusaka, the prob-
lem is the same. And
increasingly, so is the response:
"Women everywhere.” says Mina
Patel, "are beginning to get up
and say 'enough is enough'.”
Patel and a group of other
London women are not just
saying it: they have launched
Zero Tolerance, a London cam-
paign against domestic violence.
In the Zambian capital,
Lusaka, action is also being

‘Days of Activism Against
Gender Violence™ — reduced
High : Court judge Anthony
Nyangulu to tears.

"l am terribly shocked,” he
said. after listening to women's
testimonies about mistreatment
at the hands of their husbands.
“Shocked beyond shock.”

“Men, listen to me. We are
the culprits. We drive beautiful
cars but we are dirty.”

One of the stories he and

at an unofficial tribunal organ-

Christian Association, was told
by Christine Jombe, now
struggling for survival after the
collapse of her marriage.

the tribunal. All she took from
her 16-year marriage was the
dress she was wearing.

She had no choice but to
leave: "He took me for a ride
ardund town. Then he said.
‘Christine, today 1 am going to

me.” She was unable to run and
he used the car to “bump and
push me”.

After hearing a series of
equally appalling cases, the tri-
bunal “jury” recommended
stronger penalties. In addition,
the YWCA is expanding its
outreach activities. "It helps
when you have a problem in the
home to have some people you

taken: a recent campaign - “16 -

« three believed they

three fellow judges listened to,.

ised by the Young Women's |

: “He gave me nothing - no.
| money, no property.” she told

kill you.” He started bashing

Zero Tolerance for No Respect

by Anyal Dalo and Sandra Wolf

Women groups brought®out a process

that can only plunge a nation
into darkness.

Nurjahan. who became vic-
tim in the name of -religious
bigotry, could not stand the
excruciating pain of shame,
ended her INe by taking pei-
son. She is not the first one

nor the last., hundreds and

thousands of Nurjahans are

_shackled on account of cultural

and religious Idiosyncrasy,
their eyes being blind folided
on the pretext of spiritual
guidance. They being robbed of

their rights on the grounds of
their vulperability, retarding

the womankind com pletely

and if somebody .dare
ERE 0 e ——

or try to break the éonfines,
dire consequences will be
waiting at the threshold with
open arms.

Islam has lead the women
from the depths of darkness
into the clearest light and en-
dowed them with what they
have rightfully deserved: the
precious treasure of freedom,
respect, right and securily
which no other creed can
tlaim so far. Ironically, in
terms of real life it's all like a
mirage that you are running
after, which crumbled at the
fall of night. In a country like
Bangladesh. whose economy
has almost come to a stand-
still, hard hitting its peoples,
especially women who always

fon in the cily protesting ‘fatwas’
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gion is left in the hands of hillf
literate, uncouth and arrogant
people and when it becomes
the safest means of money
making by the unscru

literate, it is bound te destroy
the values of religion. Our soci-
ety has been contaminated by
these religious agents who are
misguiding and exploiting
people. and leading them to
false and superstitious cus-
toms. They are taking advan-
tage of the illiteracy and igno-

- rance of the people to preach
their own interpretation of re- ~

ligion mostly against women.
So aggressive have they be-
come that recently some mol-
lahs have forced men teo di-

vorce their wives who are

—

Christine Jombe, from Lusaka, shares a
Last year they received medical

London women:

common .experience with

100,000
treatment for injuries

inflicted on them by their husbands or partners. The number of reported cases
of domestic assault has increased, says Gemini News Service, partly because

women feel more comfortable l.il’llEﬂiﬂg the abuse.

for violéent injuries received in
the home, where four in 10
homeless women have left home
as a result of abuse and where
there has been a 66 per cent in-
crease in domestic assaults re-
ported to the police between
1990 and 1991.

It is all too predictable, given
men's ‘admitted attitudes. A
1993 study by London police
found that almest two men in
would be
violent to their wife or partner

" in certain situations, ;
Why? "There are as many

answers to it as there are men,”
says Kim Smith, a counsellor at
London Women's Ald. "Sexual

violence is also tied to it, in the
way a woman is undermined, .
controlled and not valued by
her partner.”

M my wife outside
the home!,
| protect her

' Zero Tolerance campaign .

dpunsellor say that men are
brought up to be competitive,
powerful and a ssive, and
that they often transfer these
attitudes to their private rela-

Occasionally, violence pro-

vokes a violent response. Half

the women in British prisons
serving life sentences are there
because they killed their violent
partner. But counsellors rec-
ommend a different approach.
"We try to empower her, so
she can make decisions herself

- like gaining more economic

independence through educa-
tion," s Smith.

A particular difficulty is that
women who have been abused
find it difficult to report the sit-
uation. They fear reprisal, hu-

_

millation, and often encounter
little support from the authori-
ties and public services. Police
sometimes walk away from do-
mestic abuse, calling it a private
dispute in which they have no
role,

“The alternatives can some-
times seem more difficult than
staying in the relationship,”
says Smith. ;

Campaign 'posters aim to
raise awareness. Some local

~ councils are running sessions

for women seeking advice

Other publicity stunts include
radioc announcements, and

performances of a play,
'Pumhlnﬂge;fudy,' by a young
people’'s tre group.

' The Zero Tolerance organis-
ers hope it will be as successful
as the earlier campaign in
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of thtlr‘ savageness. Owr
Muslim intellectuals’ indiffer-

ence toward this deteriorating
situation is also very depress-

will only be
merchants.

A nation is characterized by
its peoples’ adherence Lo
moral and ethics. A
society ia distinguished by its
community's compliance to
conventional and religious law
and to bulld up a morally
strong and rich ndtion. A
preacher plays a crucial role In
guiding a nation to the
path in the light of their
tual faith and islam is
fect light of Truth.

greater Light, through
strength, outshines all
lights so our hely Prophet
Mohammed (peace be
him) was assigned to
light to the people all over the
world. To achieve the desired
goal Prophet Mohammed
(peace be upon him) selected
the most pious, intellectual,
brave and reliable and
sent them to different corners
of the world to Islam.
From that time great awliah,
peer. imam came into being
and followed their

sors, they carried the sacred
flag of Islam to the highest
zenith. Their sutstanding
knowledg., sacrifice, and
dedication towards Islam set
golden exampiles for their fol-
lowers.

Today under the shadow of
Islam and assuming an honor-
able position in the soclely
some unconscionable hyp-
ocrites are trying to contami-
nate the purity of Islam. They
are diminishing ethical and
social values by taking advan-
tage of their power and tn y
to drag the nation to the
ages imposing great threat to
our civilization. It is high time
that the Muslim community Hft
the veil of illusion from their
eyes and make a strong stand
against the conspirators of
Islam who are up to obliterate
the name of Islam. They put an
indelible stigma on the priests,
encouraging repression against
women. Civilization can survive
war, calamity or famine but not
a moral traitor whose baleful
poison slowly causes decay in-
side a nation and leave a shal-
low frame which crumbles
down under a gentle blowing
of the wind and will be lost in
oblivion for ever.
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Canada, where many people
showed their support by wear-
ing white ribbons.

The campaigners are con-
vinced public discussion helps:
“There's more talk about it
now,” says Patel, who belongs to
a group of Londoners called
Southall Black Sisters. "Before,
it was taboo in the black com-
munity, but now with TV pro-
grammes and like
ours, women are talking about
it.” -

Lack of reduces the
campaigns impact, and Patel is
not optimistic about the possi-
bility of government support:
“They sit and argue about do-
mestic violence, but the funding

" for organisations that actually

do the work is not there.” -

Campaigners hope their ef-
fort will be followed elsewhere,
Violence does not stop at bor-
ders, parties or community
lines, they say.

“There's little difference in
the incidence of violence, across
economic, class or ethnic

boundaries,” stresses Smith. It's
a global issue.” -

Anyal Dalo is a Zambian
freelance journalist. Sandra
Wolf is a post-graduate journal-
ism student at City University
in London.

Agaljhara. a village in Barisal. Birds chirp and trees caste cool shades. Once the village housewives
walked the muddy paths wearing veils. Today the scene has dramatically changed. The children,
especially girl-children, walk the dirt roads marching towards the schools. Such scenes are visible
in almost every village of Bangladesh. School attendance of girl-children has significantly in-
creased, ever more than that of boys. Studies show that average attendance of boys is 66 per cent
while it is more than 68 per cent for girls, — Photo: Rafiqur Rahman/Developmerit Features

trust to share with,” says YWCA
president Florence Mwale.

And that is exactly what the
organisers of Zero Tolerance say
in London - where 100,000

WOIMEN a year receive treatment
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