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The government yesterday

expressed . its optimism that
the teachers would withdraw

their strike and examination
boycott programme and join
u!dclmurl to resolve their
demands through discussions,

BSS.
In a Press Note issued by
the Ministry of Education here

last , Lhe t said
it felt t tl was the moral and
professional duty of the teach-

ing community to conduct the
examinations and hoped they
would do so in the greater na-
tional interest, particularly of
the students.

The ment also as-
sured all concerned that the
coming SSC examinations
would begin on schedule and
all preparations in this regard
had already been taken.

Referring to some bold

of non-government educational
institutionts and the weal of
their teachers, the Press Note
said the government had been
giving grants as salary and al-
lowances since July 1, 1992,
to over 2,50,000 teachers and
employees of non-government
at rates which were 70
cent of the revised na-
payscale.

is, the Press Note said,
raised the overall salary-al-
lowances by 30 per cent. As a
result, the government's rev-
enue expenditure in this sec-
tor has been raised to Taka
crore in the revised bud-
of thc current year from
157 crore.

said grants were given to
chers-employees of 2,562
non-government schools
during the first eight months
‘of the current year.

" The government, in re-
sponse to the demands of the
non-government teachers, has
undertaken measures for pay-
ment of their ous month's
salary-allowances within the
15th of next month and steps
are being taken to deposit
those directly to their bank
accounts in future.

The Press Note said the
government had also launched
a phase-wise stipend pro-
gramme for over 20 lakh girls
studernits from Class Six to
Class Ten in all secondary
schools of the rural areas. It
has also undertaken a massive
infrastructural development
plan for 11 non-government
edumuunlj institutions, in-

cluding eight schools, one
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and one in each rural
thana of the country.

According to the Press

Note. the welfare trust for trl:ﬁ
mn—;:tmunent teac s a
re-

employees had been
launched while an index num-
ber was launched for the non-

. The government has also
direcled the nonmn- guvcrnmtnt
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Govt hopes teachers
will end their strike

their

educational institutions te in-
troduce provident funds for
the teachers and employees, it
sald, adding that a good num
ber of them had already intro
duced such programmes.

The Press Note also said
that the government was ac-
tively considering other de-
mands of the non-government
leachers and em

It also referred to thr for
mation of 10 committees
comprising senlor officials of
the Education Department and
representatives ol the teach:
ers’ organisations to lormulate
recommendations for qualita-
tive improvement of education
as well as looking into the de-
mands of non-government
teachers.

The .Press Note said some
comimittees had. meanwhile,
formulated their recommen-
dations and a consensus was
reached to finalise them at the
meeting of representatives of
all teachers through elaborate
discussion.

But. the Press Note said.
some leachers' organisations
have unilaterally resorted (o .
strike and examination boy
cott, not giving any chance lor
discussions in this respect.

Thé government — despite
its informal meetirigs with the
representatives ol teachers’
organisations to discuss their
demands in the perspective ol
their recent programme — has
also invited them through let-
ters and over telephone three

_times to a formal meeting.

The first meeting was held
on April 16 with the Education
Secretary in the chair the sec-
ond on April 17 with the
Education Minister in the
chair and the third on April 25
again with the Education
Minister in the chair. The
third meeting was also at-
tended by two State Ministers,
the Education Secretary and
other senior officials.

Leaders of Llie organisa-
tions, who Ly~ Dart in these
meetings. had agreed Lo reach
an understanding regarding
demands and also
strongly expressed tLheir opin-
ion that they would not link
Ltheir demands with their ac-
tive involvement in the coming
S5C examination.

~“Bul the government noted
with great regret thai some
leachers' organisations under
the banner of the Kengdriyo
Shikkhak Sangram Liaison
Committee, despite formal in-
vitations, had abstained from
attending those three meet-
ings.

The government believed in
resolving vall demands of the
teachers through dialoglie and
mutual understanding and
hoped these organisatibns
would goon take part in dis-
cussions with the government
by withdrawing their strike
and examination boycott pro-
gramme,

Bhola power grid
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The Prime Minister un-
veiled a plaque and switched
on the line as some ministers,
MPs. s and th: local

is a happy day for
people of Bhola. Regular
adequate power supply

inhabitants here ... I am
to have fulfilled my
mifment.” the Prime

irrigation, fish cultivation,
‘trade and commerce in the
area.
Until now power was pro-

duced in Bhola locally with

the help of imported fuel.
The Prime Minister . ex-
- pressed her gratitude to
Ahm?qr Allah for the success-
tion of this pro-

yntdmeprd:m and ob-
stacles.

She thanh the officers and
employees of the Power
Development Board (PDB) for

_completing the project ahead
- of schedule and the local peo-

ple for. their help in its im- -
plementations. * -

" The Prime Minister said
MMm&ntnfdemuc+

Activities which nppol-t:

and development,

Zia said, would incur

the wrath of the people on the
p— -

a long-standing demand of -

political leaders. It is not fair

to create obstacles at every
step by denying the govern-

ment the opportunity to work,

she added. :

"The democratic norm is to
go to the people with party
programmes and let the coun-
try be run by those whom the
people elect,” the Prime
Minister said, adding that the
nine-year-long democratic
struggle and all sacrifices
would go in vain if the demo-
cratic trend is broken.

The Primé Minister said
her government had attached
priority to the power and en-
ergy sector for its overall de-
velopment.
- A 210-megawait power sta-
tion, she said, had been set up
in Rauzan, Chittagong recently.

In Ghorashal, anothér 210-
megawatt plant would soon go

" . into operation while work on

the establishment.of power
stations capable of producing

' another 800 megawatts in the

next four years is on, she said.
The Prime Minister
stressed the need for ensuring
fair utilisation of power and
urged all concerned to help
reduce system loss and misuse

of power for the sake of na-

tional uplift. :

LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukder, State Minister for

Irrigdtion, Flood Control and

Water Development Musharraf
Hussain Shahjahdn, Secretary
of the Ministry of Energy and
Mineral Resources M Faizur

. Razzak and Chairman of PDB .

Kazi Golam Rahman also spoke
on the occasion.

Earlier, the Prime’ Minister
site at Char Borhanuddin un-

der the district to see its.

drilling.

. Begum Zia t':xprﬂnlod her
satisfaction at the of
the drilling which is bein;j
carried out by Bangladesh en-
gineers and experts and with
the country's own resources.
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' visited the Shahbazpur gas well |
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city yesterday.
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Amir Hossain Amu, MozalTar
Hossain Paltu., Mofazzal Ho-
ssain Chowdhury Maya. Advo-
cate Kamrul Islam. Kamal
Chowdhury and Kamruzzaman.

Thanking the people for
making yesterday's hartal a
succeps all over the country
and especially in the capital,
the Mavyor said, ©~ We had no al-
ternative but to call the hartal
to protest the heinous attack
of the ruling party on the
Awami League and Chhatra
League workers.”

The Awami League leader
pointed out that the successful
day-long hartal once again
proved Khaleda Zia had no
right to stay in power.

Urging the people to re-
main prepared mentally for a
vigorous agtation against
Khaleda Zia under the leader-
ship of Sheikh Haalna-
Mohammad Hanifl said, = We

. will have to fail the conspiracy

of the government to paralyse
democracy.”

Reiterating the Awami
League's demand for elections
under a caretaker government,
Hanif said: "We want to bring
smiles in the faces of the des-
titute and build a new ‘social
order.” o

"To do that. the Awami
League will bring in more peo-
ple in jts political process,” he
added.

The Awami League leaders
blamed the government for the
killings on April 7. "repression
on AL leaders, rigging in the
Magura-2 election.” price hike
and failure to ensure the rule
of law in the country.

Hartal passes off
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fices. Attendance In govern-

- ment offices was rather thin.

However, all trains to and
from Dhaka operated normally
and launches from Sadarghat
also plied as usual.

Biman Bangladesh Airlines
cancelled four domestic flights
out of a schedule of eleven
[rom the Zia international air-
port because of insufficient
passengers. But all interna-
tional flights, barring one for
Calcutta, operated normally,
Biman sources said.

During the hartal hours, AL
and JP activists were seen
picketing at different city
points. They also brought out
processions.

All educational institutions
in the capital remained closed.
Official sources claimed the
state-run industrial wunits
across the country functioned
normally. _

Police sources in Dhaka
said, about one hundred sireet
children. taken into twustody
the day before. were released
after the hartal hours. No ar-
rests were made during the
general strike. Law enforce-
ment were
at different parts of the city.

Owur correspondents from
Rajshahi, Natore, Magura and
Chuadanga also total
ohservance of the hartal in
those areas.

Our Narayanganj Corres-
pondent -says, despite the
hartal, all mills and factories
including the Adamjee Jute

Mills. operated normally.
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The city Awami League held a post- luﬂ.al public mutmg at the Bangahandhu Avenue Iin thn.-

—Star photo

Our correspondent from
Mymensingh says. one person

received bullet injury near the 9§

Charpara crossing in the town
in a clash between pro-hartal
and anti-hartal groups around
OOT.

The victim, Akbar Ali, was
admitted to the nearby:
Mymensingh Medical College
Hospital.

Our Sylhet Correspondent
informs the hartal was ob-
served peacefully.

Both the Awami League and
the Jatiya Party brought out
processions in the town.

UNB from Jamalpur adds:
Pro-government supporters
and pickets clashed in and
around Jamalpur town during
yesterday's countrywide hartal,
leaving several injured. :

‘At Bajrapur bazar in the
town, the Awami League ac-
tivists elashed with a group of
BNFP supporters who took to
the streets with a dozen rick-
shaws in deflance of the gen-
eral strike at about 1lam.

Three Awami League sup-
porters, including Badshah of
the Chhatra League, was re-
ported to have been wounded
seriously.

Our Khulna Correspondent
says. a the dawn-to-dusk hartal
was observed in Khulna peace-
fully.

Mills and factories at
Khalishpur,
and Rupsha were, however,
open and functioned normally.

- The Mongla port autherity
claimed activities in the port
went on as usual.

Daulatpur, Atra -

An elderly 1 1an enters 4 p

disabled, elderly or pregnant.

ng
at a youth centre in Tokoza — a black township east of Johannesburg.
Africa’'s first all-race elections, polling stations were open only for those whq are sick,

|76 wedding guests

set alight in
India

NEW DELHI, Apr 26: Six-
teen people were killed when
a man set wedding guests
alight in an attack on "a
marriage procession in the
western state of Gujrat on
:Monday night, the Press Trust
of India (PTI) reported today,

%genny quoted police as
saying that Devji Patel poured
kerosene on the ‘wedding
guests and then threw burning
torches o them when the
procession was passing his
house in Baladia village in
Kutch district bordering

Eight wemen and as' many
children were burnt to death
while 11 other revellers were

seriously injured.
Among the victims was

Patel's daughter who was
married to the bﬂdegroums
elder brother.

RMC student

ing | commits suicide

From Our Correspondent
RAJSHAHI, Apr 26: A fourth

———— year student of the Rajshahi

t Medical College, Nazrul Islam,
committed suicide at noon to-
day. He was found hanging

: frmn the ceiling in his room,
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On the first day of South
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South African polls
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tions were open. including at
the embassy in Ottawa.

"l. have butterflies in my
stomach. It is very exciling,”

| said Jackie Maseébelanga, 30,

an ANC worker in London. She
remeémbered picketing
South African, embassy when
she was.eight. :

‘Her husband §@aisaka
Masebelanga, a 31-year-old law
student, confessed to mixed
emotions.

"{ feel angry that I have had
to wait so long to vote. Today is
a mﬂm:l:;atiun of blood, sweat
and tears. | feel angry about
the people who are not here
today to vote. This is the be-
ginning of the reconciliation.”
Masebelanga said.

Voters at a unlnn hall in
Dublin, Ireland had their fin-
gers inked to prevent fraud
altéy they marked their ballots.

About 1,500 South Africans
were expected to vote in
Holland at the Dutch Congress
Building in The Hague.

In Wellington, New Zealand,
Mandela's niece, Nomaza Pain-
tin,' shouted the African Na-
tional Congress cry of 'aman-
dla;’.- which means 'power,’
after she cast her ballot.

In Australia, about 60,000
South Africans eligible to vote

*at 19 polling stations set up in

major cities. Heather Thomp-
son told the Australian Broad-
casting Corp she voted for

the

current President and National
Party leader FW de Klerk.

AFP adds: The man who set
the stage for South Africa’s his-
toric all-race elections,
President Frederik de Klerk
‘said today he fellzh"hun}rant and
positive' as the first voters cast
their ballots around the coun-

“Today the new South Africa
is being born,” he said as he
escorted his 89-year-old

mother to vote at an old age

home in a Pretoria suburb.
Chakma team
visits repatriated
families '
CHITTAGONG, Apr 26: The

visiting 14-member delegation -

of the Chakma who
arrived in Khagrachhari yes-
terday visited a number of
repatriated families at Perer-
chhara, Painkaiyapara and
"Batali of the hill district today,
official sources said. reports
BSS.

The team led by Upendra
' Lal Chakma. chairman of the
Chakma Refagees' . Welfare
Association arrived Khagra-
chhari on a five-day visit to see
the condition of the

" repatriated to Banglades

February last.
A total of 1814 tribal
refugees of 397 families were

repatriated in three batches.

Rally in cit |
ﬂFES%Eiﬂ%P*
govt to resign

Jatiya Party yesterday reit-
erated its demand for resigna-
tion of the BNP government o
pave the way for holding of na-
lional elections under a care-
laker government. reporis

UNB.

"People have once again
demonstraled their support
for a caretaker government
through their spontaneous ob-
servance of hartal,” Jatiya Party
Secretary Genetral Khaledur
Rahman Titu told a post-hartal
rally in front of the Jatiya Press
Chub.

Jatiya Party will stage
demonstration in the capital
on May 4, the opening day of
the next parliamentary ses-
sion, to press the demand hr‘
careiaker government. All MPs
of Jatiya Party will join the
demonstration.

The JP Secretary General
said that the party would an-
nounce its programme for an
allout agitation at the May 4
demonstration if its demand is
not . He also demanded
the release of former Presi--
dent and JP chairman Ershad.

Foreign Ministry
contradicts news

The Foreign Ministry has
comntradicted a news item pub-
lished in a section,of the
press. including The Daily
Star, Tuesday that Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
might mediate in the Kashmir
issue, UNB.

The item, creeded by UNB,
had said that the Foreign
Secretary had replied in the
affirmative to a question If
Begum Zia, as C of

“the SAARC, would take any

initiative to mediate on thg
Kashmir issue between the two
neighbours.

“The F Secretary has
not been correctly quoted.,”
the Ministry said in a clarifica-
tion y.
It said. on being asked
whether the Prime Minister is
likely to play a mediating role
between India and Pakistan on
| the question of Kashmir, the
" Foreign Secretary had replied:
"Life was full of possibilities."

"Then he went on to chm(y
further that whatever is possi-
ble is not necessarily probable.
One needs to draw a line be-
tween possibility and probabil-
ity.” :

Gen Joshi meets
naval chief

The visiting
Army Staff, Gen Bipin Chandra
Joshi, called on.the Chief of
the Naval Staff Rear Admiral
Mohammad Mohaiminul Islam
at the naval headquarters here
yesterday, an ISPR press re-
lease said, reports BSS.

He stayed with the Chief of
the Naval Staff for some time
and discussed matters on mu-
Lual interest. -

“The Indian High Commi-.

ssioner to Bangladesh. K

Raghunath, was present on the
occasion.

Gen Joshi later visited
Chittagong and Kaptal where
he was received by Chittagong
Area Commander, Major Gen
Muhammad Azizur Rahman Bir
Uttam.

Japanese cabinet
From Page 1 Col 3
Hosokawa. _

The conlederation supports
both the SDP and the smaller
Democratic Socialist Party
(DSP), two of the seven part-

ners in the outgoing gnvcrm
| ment.

The sudden move b:f the \|

DSP to set up a new parlia-
mentary alliance with four
other groups Monday
the SDP's withdrawal from the
eight-menth-old coalition.
"The solid relations be-
tween the SDP and the DSP
haw: been broken.

Urs of Shahjalal

from May 1
From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, Apr 26: The 674th
‘Urs Mubarak’ of Hazrat Shah-
jalal (RA) will begin May 1 al
the heoly shrine of the greal
saint here. The 3-day ‘Urs’ will
end on May 3 morming through
offering on Akheri Mungjat.

¢ were killed and

Indian Chief of

not shy away from ordering bombing if they
early Wednesday deadline for withdrawing
town of Gorazde. "If they will not withdraw
{12.5 miles) then we will se airstrikes against them
any hesitation.” Boutros-Ghali said at a news conference

Bridgetown. Barbados. reports AP.

Biman's airbuses
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compauies whose (enders
were rejected are: Airbus
Company. Aero-Lease Group ol
Companies and Aerospace
Finance Ltd. The Airbus
Company intended to supply
the aircraft in 1996 while the
Aerolease Group submitted just
a letter. Aerospace Finance Lid
did not provide any ownership
certificate with the tender
tlocuments but the British
rompany faxed an affidavit
claiming the ownership of two

aircraft — Sl No 446 and 48],

The US company Air
Resources Leasing and the UK-
based Velos Air Lease Lid also
claimed the ownership of the
aircraft Sl No 481. Velos of-
fered three different pairs of
aircraft. All six were manufac-
tured in 1988,

Biman sources said the offer
made by Partnairs, France was
quite sound. The serial num-
bers of the aircraft it offered
are 539 and 542, both manu-
factured in 1990 and are now
being O6perated by the
American company Delta
Airlines.

The Singapore-based Japan
Fleet Service offered (wo Air
Newguinea operated aircraft —
one manufactured in 1985 and
the other in 1990. The Aircraft
Leasing and Management
Company offered a pair of
1991 gnd 1992-manufactured
airbuses now being operated by
Oasis International. an
American carrier.

But except for Partnairs’ of-
fer, most of the eight bids now
being examined by the techni-
cal committee are learned to
be 'faulty’. The committee re-
port is likely to be placed be-
fore Biman's Board of Directors
early next month.

Biman sources said under
the circumstances, Biman had
no alternative but to choose
the offer of one company and
in such a case Biman will have
to pay higher prices since
there is no second choice.

The financial offers of the
eight companies would, how-
ever. be opened after the

Armed infiltrators
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eight others
arrested with arms and am-
munition near Ukhia thana,
police said.

Senior officials of the BDR
and police visited the spot.

On December 21, 1991 a
group of Myanmar border
guards had launched an attack
.on the Rezupara BOP, killed a
BDR man and a villager and
looted arms and ammunition
from the outpost.

Sher-e-Bangla
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racy and an accountable gov-
ernment now established in
the country, President Biswas
said, the democratic system
achieved by the nation after a
long struggle would have to be

nurtured carefully.
In a similar . Prime
Minister Begum K a Zia

great leader and said the Sher-
e- had made great con-
tributions to the cause of the
people in his long political ca-
reer

The Sher-e-Bangla Jatiya
Smriti Sangsad, the Bangla-
desh Human Rights Organi-

Shahitya- ti Sangsad
will jointly hold a discussion
and a day-long Quran khwani
starting at 8.30 am at hll
_mazar ses.

National Professor M
Shamsul Huq _attend the '
function as chief guest while
Justice Sultan Hussain Khan,
Chairman of UNB news agency
Amanullah an and former
student leader Nur-e-Alam
Ziku will be present as special

Dr Ashraf Siddiqui, Kazi
Golam Mahbub, Sher-e-
Bangla's only son A K Faizul

, Principal Maliha Khatun,
Dr Muhammad Maniruzzaman
and poet Abdul Khaleq will

-| take part in the discussion.

Justice Ruhul Amin will
preside. :
Ldter, in the meeting, an-

other discussion meeting will
be organised at the mazar
premises on "The Contribu-
tions of Sher-e-Bangla to the
Establishment of Democracy”.

Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sitton in Parliament Abdus
Samad Azad will attend the
Justice Kemaluddin Hossain
will preside.

pald deep respects to the

sation and the Bangladesh |

price of 96 million
pair of aircraft,
110 million. 130 million and
1 36 million dollars.

A brand new Airbus 310-
300 costs about 65 million to

ports is compileted.” Ahnld

said, refuting press reports
that only one offer was valid.

He said, "hopefully, Biman
Tld procure two airbuses

Malaysia: Rice
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for "Bangladesh since the

Malaysian rice market has for

long Been dominated by
Thailand.

"This is only the beginning
— we hope to export more to
Malaysia, since LPN liked the
quality of our rice.” the official
said. -

Malaysia will be the fifth
country after the USA, Britain,
Saudi Arabia and the Ne-
therlands to import Bangla-
desh rice. Dhaka started rice
exports in December 1992 and
so far about 350 tonnes of
essentially fine rice have been

t has established a
special cell at the Food
Ministry, which has been ne-
gotiating with 34 countries,

including Japan.

Taiwanese
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moved to a gymnasium at the
base. : '

"Except for the wing and
engines, the aircraft seems to
have been totally destroyed.” a
local television reporter on tlie
scene sald.

The crash was the m
worst in Japanese aviation
history. The worst single-plane
accident in any country oe-
curred Aug 12, 1985, when a
Japan Airlines Boeing 747
crashed into a mountain on a
domestic flight, killing 520

An airport police official
said the plane's voice recorder
hds been recovered, which will
help discover the
cause of the accident.

UNB adds: Bangladesh
Leader of the Opposition and
Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina her
deep shock at the death of 250

ple in the plane erash in,
Japan.

In a message, Sheikh
Hasina s sed with the
members of the bereaved fam-
yéd for salvation of the

PM : Hartals
Prom Page | Col 4

various demands, including
construction of roads and

Begum Zia assured that a
bridge would be constructed at
Kheyaghat and work on the
Barisal-Bhola-Laxmipur road
should be completed rapidly.
She said government has un-
dertaken a development plan
for the district at a cost of Tk
161 crore for the current fi-
nancial year.

She said Bhola sadar hospi-
tal will be upgraded to a 100-
bed one from the present 50-
bed capacity and an ambulance
and an X-ray machine will be
provided for the Dawlat Khan
thana health Govern-
ment will also provide financial
mmihrhurlnlwﬂm
for the Bhola diabetic hospital.

mmm&-w
sured the students that Hon

- ours courses woulfl be |n-

troduced in Bhola government
college soon.

Earlier, Begum Zia visited a
natural gas exploration site at
Shahbazpur.



