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The Handicapped:

ARIDUDDIN nrvrr lhn
F ught that he would one

day spend ten thousand
Taka just to get married. With
both his legs crippled from
polio, two sisters and another
handicapped brother to
su and not a single patch
of land ¢ his name, the
thought was like a dream even
in 199]. But exactly that is
what he did in 1992. Not only
that. he is now the owner of a
big shop.

When Fariduddin was in the
deepest of his despairs with no
ends in view, Social Assistance
and Rehabilitation for the
Physically Vuinerable (SARFPV)
lent him one hundred Taka to
start selling bananas. Within a
week. Farid repaid the money
keeping a fair proflit margin
out of his business. This time
the took Taka 4,000 f[rom
SARPV an started his shop.
Before the turn of the year. he
became self-supporting.

Farid's success prompted
many other handicapped in his
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pr aﬂln-l both econemic an
cultural. He views that because
of the society's outlook, the
handicapped do not get the
right environment for a normal
life.

To detect the extent of the
problem SARPV had recently
conducted a survey in the
Mohammadpur area of the
Dhaka city. Among the 30,373
[amilies surveyed. 1.708 de-
tected, had at least one of the
family members is handi
capped. This means | 04 per
cent of the population in the
area are handicapped. This in-
cludes the blinds. mentally re-
tarded, deaf and dumb. Those
who stutter or have eplleptic
feats were excluded from this

survey.
The survey also shows that
26 .41 per cent people are

handicapped by birth. While
diseases cause 47.32 per eent
of the handicaps. accidents ac-
count for 17.16 per cent and
wrong lreatment causes 2.75
per cent of all handicaps.

personal development through special assistance, health care and

education.

village to start a new life.
Shahidul Hugq. director of
SARPV says, "The handicapped
are not the no-hopers. With lit-
tle support, they can work
miracles like Farid and
others.”

"Handicapped are human-
" beings too”. Huq goes on to
say. "They also have the right
to live, work, play or get edu-
cated.” ;

Huq feels that charities will
not help the disabled. They
need specific action pro-
gramme under the govern-
ment’s regular development
activities.

Shahidul Huq is presently
working towards the rehabili-
tations of the handicapped. For
his efforts, he was awarded an
Ashoka Fellow. Huq is now
busy pursuing the government
in formulating speciflic policies
for the handicapped. He de-
mands equal status for them.

* Hugq says the problems of
the handicapped have arigi-
nated from the social practices
both economic form the social
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Aboul 15 per cent of all handi-
capped are children below the
age of seven.

The same survey also re-
vealed that 53 per cent of the’
handicapped do not have any
education at all. Only 2.89 per
cent have Master's degree,
3.40 per cent passed the HSC
while 7.4]1 per cent passed the
SSC. =

It further showed that about
15 per cent of them had jobs.
Many of them are self-em-

ployed.

SARPV put up the survey as
an example of the overall sit-
nation of the handicapped in
Lthe country.

Although they face obstacles
in every wa}k of their lives,
they fight on to live. The
common attitude of the society
that they are unable to do any-
thing is unjustified. Other than
the mentally retarded people,
most disable men and women
are as much intelligent as any
other member of the society.

URING nearly three and

a half centuries of white

, minerity rule in South
Africa. both the Dutch and
British descendent rulers co-.
nsciously remained indifferent
to the education of the indi-
‘genous people. The Dultch
established a settlement at the
Cape in 1652 and gradually
expended the borders of the
settlement. Later, the British
captured the Cape frofn the
Dutch in 1795, Since then,
there were many violent
incidents and wars between
the two white ethnic groups.
Following the Anglo-Boer war,
int the early twentieth century,
the Dutch, who took the name
Afrikaner, and the British
compromised on the issues of
language. culture, educai»n
economy and politics at ti:.
expense of the indigenous
people. The whites believed in
their ethnic supremacy over
the indigenous people in South
Africa.

"The indigenous people of
South Africa had no formal ed-
ucation system before the ar-
rival of the white settlers, They
learned from nature and their
elders. The knowledge of an
ethnic group would be handed
down in oral tradition from
generalion to generation.

The system of native edu-,

cation in South Africa origi-
naled in the religious zeal of
missionaries. The Dutch estab-
lished a school at Cape Town
in 1656 to bring the benefits
of Christianity torthe natives.
This was the first school in
South Africa. The second
school was opened after seven
years in 1663. Gradually, the
churches began to establish

schools everywhere. Both the'
white and black children were

taught at these schools.
At the beginning of Lhe
nineteenth century, the mis-

Clinton Signs Comprehensive
Education Reform Legislation

ly Alexander M Sullivan

RESIDENT Clinton sig-

ned into law March 3]

a comprehensive refo-
rm act that he said will
establish "education standards
for what every child in every
American school should
know... world-class standards.”
reports USIS. ‘

“This is a new and different
approach for the national gov-
ernment;” the president said,
“a remarkable departure” for a
nation which has previously
rested the vast bulk of respon-
sibility for public education
with thousands of local school
districts.

"Today we can say America
is serious about education.”
Clinton declared. "America
cares about the future of every
child an America will lead the
world in the 21st Century be-
cause we're going to make sure
(students are] .. living up the
fullest of (their) God-given ca-
pacity.”

The president trrmtd the
new law a "foundation” for ed-
ucation In the America ol to-
morrow, when "we provide an
opportunity for every child
who doesn't go to college to
get the kind of skills training
they need: when every child
who wants to go to college will
never have to worry about how
to pay for it, and every adult
will have the opportunity to
get lifetime training. This is
the beginning.”

Noting that the average
American will change jobs as
many as 10 times in a lifetime,
the president declared the
"Goals 2000: Educate America”
act will help prepare
Americans "to learn for a life-
time.... We have never done it
before; we are going to do it
now because of this bill.” The
president's remarks during
the signing ceremony Iin
California _were monitored at

the White House.

"We believe " Clinton saild.

“"every child can and must

learn” at levels competitive
with children of other cultures
and other countries. He added
that adults "have a practical
and a moral obligation” te chil-
dren "to see that (students)
have the chance to do so.”

Clinton. who Is vacationing
in San Diego, California, trav-
eled to the nearby Zamorano
Fine Arts Academy. a public
elementary school. to sign the
measure; a small group of stu-
dents was invited to sign a
copy of the bill which will re-
main on display at the school.
The president promised to
have a more formal ceremony
for the legislation when he re-
turns to Washington next
week

Clinton said he chose to
sign the act at Zamorano be-
cause it has achieved excel-
lence with a 900-member stu-
dent body “that is very diverse,
ethnically. racially and eco-
nomically. You look like
America will look In the 21st
Century, and we have to win
with you.” Zamorano (s a
"magnet school.” meaning it
draws students from the entire
school district because ol its
academic record

Before signing the bill,
Clinton, his wife Hillary. and
Education Secretary Richard
Riley shared a conference
telephone call with prominent
congressional supporters of

the bill. including Senate
Majority Leader George
Mitchell; Senater Edward
Kennedy, chairman of the

Senate Education Committee:
a key Republican supporter,
Senator James Jeflords; and
House Speaker Tom Foley.

The new law is a culmina-
tion of a nitiannl grass-roots

effort launched after a presi-
dential commission reported
on the deficiencies of public
education in a report titled "A
Nation At Risk." President
Bush convened a summit
meeting of the nation's
governors at the University of
Virginia in 1989 and Clinton.
then the governor of the state
of Arkansas, played a key role
in the National Governors'
Conference in drawing up pro-
posals now Included in the leg-
islation.

The law provides that
"every student should enter
school ready and able to learn”
through pre-school pro-
grammes such as Head Start
an that "90 per cent of our
young people should graduate
from high school on time, just
as" students do in other na-
tions

The legislation. while estab-
lishing education standards in
basic areas. will leave it to local
school districts. which bear
the major responsibility for
public education, to determine
how to reach or exceed the
standards. The law will estab-
lish tests to measure school
performance.

Clinton noted Lhere is al
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ing things that work, that are
different, thal have never been
tried before,” including new
ways of organizing schools and
new classes of teachers. "We
know in the end the children
have to learn,” he said. "So we
want world-class standards, we
want a way of medasuring
whether the children learn or
not, and then we want a way to
say (o people’ here are the
standards, here is how to
know whether you're making it
or not, now you figure out how

to do lt Use your mind, use .

your energy and we will sup-

port you. We'll try to encourage
all your best ideas. all your en-

The new law will establish
uniform national education
goals, promote flexibility at the
local level to achieve those
goals. and provide vocatiomal
training for students who do
not ‘enter college. Laber
Secretary Robert Reich, on
congressional passage of the
measure last week, asserted it
"will enable businesses to join
hands with educators. labor
and community leaders” to
establish skill standards. "For
the first time.” he added.
"emp workers and edu-
cators will be able to speak a
common language about the
skills needed in the work-
place.”

As Riley pointed oul. the
law includes provision for a

federal role in making scheols

safer for children, while en-
couraging higher academic
standards and better teachers.
It will foster use of new tech-
nology to improve learning.

Americans. Riley said. "want
their children to be part of the
new emerging high-tech. high-
knowledge economy of the
21st Century. These voluntary
national standards in the core
academic subjects of English,
civics, geography. history.
math, science. foreign lan-
guages and the arts will give
parents, educators and busi-
ness a clear indication of what
constitutes a world-class edu-
cation.”

Aciress Jane Alexander,
chairman of the National
Endowment for the Arts,
hailed the measure. asserting
its focus on the arts ‘will culti-
vate creative thinkers and ar-
tistically literate children... of-
fering skills which ephance all

learning throughout life.”

University Reforms Prepare

Nepa

N an apparent bid to
I calch up with the rest of
the world by improving
the quality of her human

“resource, Nepal has embarked

on an ambitious plan to reform

its higher education system.
The reforms are aimed at

L

developing and ‘maintaining a
university system capable of

preparing people to meet the
demands of the 21st century.
Main beneficiary of the re-
forms will be the Tribhuvan
University, Nepal's oldest,
which is synonymous with
higher education in the coun-
lry.

University educatioen in the
Himalayan kingdom suffers
from chronic under-financing,
extremely low internal re-
source mobilization, and little
costsharing by the different
campuses.

Decision-making is highly
centralized and campuses lack
the authority to bring about the
changes they desire.

In Nepal, unlike in most
countries, university education
is far cheaper than primary
education. Low tuition and
other fees make the University
highly dependent on govern-

— Development Features § ment grants which meet 90

per cent of its expenses,
r;ﬂ.inly stafl salaries, leaving It-
tle lor the pursuit of excel-
lence. ;

Tribhuvan., which was set
up in 1959, now has 195 cam-
puses, about 130 of them pri-
vate, with a total enrolment of
155,000 students. Some 80
per cent of the enrollees are in
humanities, social sciences,
management and law and only
about 10 per cent in engineer-
ing. forestry, agriculture and
medicine.

But about two-thirds of
Tribhuvan's undergraduate
population would only be at-
tending secondary schools
(grades 11 and 12) in most
other countries. Moreover, de-
grees earned from the
University are often no recog-
nized in many other countries,

Acknowledging the impor-

tance of quality hi r educa-
tion il Nélpal Ig lngg: a truly

competitive participant in the
international economy, current
reform efforts are designed to
raise Tribhuvan's academic
standards and avert a crisis in
university education. Whether
or not they succeed will, of
course, depend on how far the

government will be willing to
back them up but the initia-
tives have already earned the
support of some international
orgamizations.

A US $20 millon credit
from © the International
Development Association, the
World Bank's affiliate for con-
cessionary lending. is helping
fund some of the reforms be-
ing pursued. The United
Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) is provid-
ing technical assistance in im-
proving the education system.

UNDP also funded a 21-
month study which comple-
mented the World Bank's US
$599.000 Basic and Primary
Education Project launched in
April 1992. The Bank has also
provided US $39.8 million for
four other educational projects
which also alm to improve
higher education in Nepal.

The latest proposed re-
forms would promote much-
needed systematic changes in
the university's administrative,
financial and management
procedures. Activities de-
signed to help institutional de-
velopment. decentralization of
management authority, and

1 for 21st Century

by Jan Sharma ,

strengthening of campus-level
management will be under-

. Laken.

Most important. curricula
for the bachelor's and master's
degree programmes will be
revised, The existing
University curricula. it was
decidéd, were outdated and
not relevant to Nepal's present
and futwe needs.

In addition, the centralized
student examination system
will be simplified and class-
room instruction improved.
One more year is also going to
be added to the University's

bachelor's degree p

to bring it closer (o interna-
tional standards.

As part of the referm ef-
forts, a low was enacted re-

cently which assigns
Certificate-level studies to sec-
ondary education. The

University and the Ministry of
Education and Culture have
jointly developed a policy for
its implementation. But Grades
11 and 12 will be developed
jointly by the Council for
Higher Secondary Education
and the University so that the
existing Certificate level can
eventually be phased out.

— Depthnews Asia
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S officials have anno-
unced the availability
of grant funds needed by
non-profit groups such as
schools. hospitals and libraries
o access advanced telecomm-
unications networks.
Secretary of Commerce
Ronald Brown teold reporters
March 7 that the “far-reaching
new programme” will provide
$26 million in matching grants

health care providers. school
districts. museums and police
departments.

“The grant programme will
be highly competitive and will
promote innovative uses of ad-
vanced telecommunications in
these critical areas.” Brown

sabd.
Larry Irving. chief of the
depariment's National

Telecommunications and
Information Administration
INTIA). which will administer
the programme. said (he

P B =5 2 A T2 T A
Grants to Help
Non-Profit Groups

provide matching funds.
Extraordinary circumsiances
can warrant a grant of up to 78
per cent. Groups have until
May 12 to submit their pro-
posals for projects and all
grants are expected
awarded by
September.

Grants will be used to fund
projects such as
institutions to existing
telecommunications networks
and systems. enhancing exist-
ing coT*unications networks,
and permitting users to imter-
connect among differend net-
works.

Major goals of the initiative
include the extension of uni-
versal service so that informa-
tion is available to all at afford-
able prices, wider access to
government information, and
the promotion of innovation
and new applications of com-

munications technology.
While grant money will go

only to non-profit institutions,

the programme will encourage

mmummnmmm-ﬂm

education.

grants will be used to target
assistance to those who need
.help and thereby avold creat-
ing pockets of “information
haves and have notes.”

"This important lniuatiﬂ:
reflects the administration's
strong commitment to ensur-
ing that every American has
the opportunity to enter the
Information Age." he said.

Projects in inner cities and

remote rural areas are at the

top of the administration's list
for help because such projects
tend to bhe the least atiractive
for investmentis by private
firms building advanced
lelecommunication networks.

Grants will be awarded after
a competitive merit review
process. A review board made
up of educations, health-care
experts, government officials
and others will select the win-
ning projects and their share
of the grant money.

NTIA will provide up to 50
per cent of the total cost of a
proposed project and grant
recipients will be requlmd to
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private companies to partner
with these groups by pmrhth"

additional resources
technical assistafiee that “
further enhance communica-
tions projects.

The success of the preo-
gramme "will depend on the
active participation of the pri-
vate sector as well as state and
local governments.” Brown
said.

NTIA expects the level of
competition for the grants to
be extremely high. The agency
has been receiving as many as
150 phone calls a week from
local communities and institu- -
tions expressing interest in
the programme.

Congress appropriated $26
million for the grant pro-
gramme in fiscal year 1984.
The administration has pro-
posed making another $100
million in matching grants
available for fiscal year 1995,
which begins in October. That

request is subject to congres-
sional approval.
— USIS

Restructuring Education for a Post-Apartheid South Africa

byMLmquatAliKhan

The African children learned at schools that whatever
African is inferior. The South African concept of theology is
that the dominant-subordinate relationship befween
whites and blacks is Divinely ordained; to alter this

sionary established an entirely
different set of native schools
specifically for the blacks.
Until the midnineteenth cen-
tury, the government did not
provide any financial support
or official recognition to those
schools, and therefore. most of’
them were in deplorable con-

ditions. They were generall

held in church buildings :

~in most cases, there were no

arrangements for seats and
desks. Missionaries were fully
responsible for the edumum
of the indigenous p-eupll_e
the 1910s, all but :

- most all of the

. and introduced the policy of

apartheld which created the
ideas that the population of
South Africa comprised four
racial groups — White,
Coloured, Indian and African —
¢ach with its own inherent
culture,

The Bantu Education Act
was introduced in 1954. [t re-
quired all schools for Africans
to be registered with the gov-
ernment. Before 1953, the
mission schools provided al-
which
was available for the blacks.
The missionaries operated

several thousand” lhudf.r € Todls” without much
were cnnducmd"ﬁf ? 1, , inteyyentfon’ from the govern-
jes. _The school buildings

f

The nccupatinn ‘of 1 Tand
of indigenous people by the
white settlers, had a destabiliz-
ing effect on the populations.

This often caused unrest
which resulted in a series of
wars during 1835 to 1843.
With a view to pacifying the
indigenous people, the South
African minority white gov-
ernment designed a plan in
1851 for educating the
Africans. Sir George Grey,
Governor of the Cape, in 1855
said to parliament: "If we leave

the natives beyond our border .

ignorant barbarians, they will
remain a race of troublesome
marauders. We should try to
make them a part of ourselves,
with a common faith and
common interests, useful ser-
vanis, consumers of our
goods, contributors to our rev-
enue.”

The white government of
South Africa passed the Bantu
Education Act in 1953. The
aim of Bantu Education was to
meet the development plans of
apartheid. In 1948, the
National Party came to power,

were Erumed by the missionar-
ies and it became necessary for
them to spend a considerable
amount of money from their
own funds to run their schools.

Bantu Education Policy brought -

all the schools under the di-
rect control of the govern-
ment. As a result, "almost all
of mission schools closed
down. So did most n’ight
schools.”

The
nl' South Africa could be well
served by the illiterate labour
“force: however, for the post
industrial economy a minimum
- level of literacy was required.
Therefore, the apartheid gov-
ernment introeduced Bantu ed-
ucation in .order to produce a
semiliterate working force to
meet the needs of the South

African expanding economy-

and to prepare people to stafl
subordinate positions in the
South African social and politi-
cal hierarchy. |
The African children
learned at schools that what-
ever African is inferior. The

South African concept of the-

pre-industrial economy

: r’iﬁ;

ology is that the dominant-
subordinate relationship be-
tween whites and blacks Is
ordained; to alter this
arrangement is to defy God.

In South Africa the schools
for white children are pro-
vided with all the modern fa-
cilities of education while the
schools for indigenous chil-
dren are non-conductive to
learning. There are problems
of large classes and poorly

mrrwnihindﬂyﬂod
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qualified teachers in the black
schools. These schogls lack
text books. libraries. laborato-
ries and various teaching aids,

desks and adequate play
grounds.

~ The Bantu Education Policy
fragmented the South African
non-white population. It was
extended to the university
level also. Five university col-

leges were established for dif-

ferent non-white ethnic

groups. The niain objectives of
these institutions were to pro-

duce a set of people who would
manage ethnic institutions in
homelands and gradually fill a
few middle-management posi-

Lions.

The Bantu Education Policy
created widespread .dissatis-
faction among the non-white
population since its inception.
The Airican National Congress
and its associated organiza-
tions of the Congress Alliance
(the South African Indian
Congress, the South African
Coloured . People's
Organization, and the [White]
Congress of Democrats)
launched a campaign on May 8,
1954, against the Bantu edu-
cation policy.

The struggle against
apartheid education took a

violent form in the
1970s. In June 1976, the
Sweto students burst into a re-
volt protesting the use of
Afrikaans as a language of in-
struction. The police used
massive force against the re-
volting students. Over 360 stu-
dents were killed — many of
them teenagers. Steve Biko, a
medical student, who formy-
lated an all-black movement,
was beaten to. death by
Security Police while he was In
detention in 1977.

In 1979, the Education and
Training Act was passed (o
replace the Bantu Education
Act of 1953; but the education
for Africans virtually remained
the same. The discriminatory
education system of the
apartheid government has
contributed nothing to em-
powering the indigenous peo-
ple for participating in the so-
cial, political and economic af-
fairs of the country.

The role of black students
in. SoutH Africa is crucial in
moving forward towards de-
mocratization. Since the
Soweto revolt in June 19786,
the South African government
quickened its pace to the ul-
timate democratization of the
country. The students joined
ANC or other exiled liberation
movements. African nationalist
leader Nelson Mandela has
called on all the concerned to
come forward to reinvent their
education system with a view
to recreating African culture.

The issue of education has
occupied a glaring position in
the national negotiations. The
government constituted a joint
working group in 1991 to ne-
gotiate a long-term policy to
redress the crisis in education,
The South African minority
government announced the
development of an education
renewal strategy in order to
overcome the existing political
crisis and improve the defi-
ciencies in the educational sys-
tem. The government invited
all interested parties to coop-
erate and participate in the
development of the Education
Renewal Strategy (ERS).
Different working groups were
employed to Investigate the
major problem areas. On the
basis of the reports of the
working groups a comprehen-
sive report was released under
the title Education Renewal
Strategy Discussion
Document.

In evaluating the existing
education system, the working
group used the following
eleven principles,; among
others, as the norm for the
education : Equal education
opportunities, including equal
education standards, lhmld be

ﬂ

available to all learners; there
must be a balance between
commonality and diversity in
education; individual learners
should have freedom of choice.
The curriculum should be rel-
evant and take cognisance of
the personpower needs of the
country; There must be a posi-
tive linkage between formal
and non-formal education;
There must be an:acceptable
relationship ~ between state
and parental responsibilities
for formal education; both the
state and the private sector are
responsible for non-formal ed-
ucation; state support for pri-
vate education must be ade-
quate; there must be a healthy
balance between administra-
tive centralization and decen-
tralization; acknowledgement
of the professional status of
educators is essential; and the
provision of education should
be based on continuing re-
search.

The group found discrepan-
cies in the existing education
system mainly because it was
based on racism. It has been
recommended that the future
education of South Africa
should be non-racial and it
must ensure provision for the
following objectives One
democratic, nonracial educa-
tion system: equal education
opportunities and the elimina-
tion of backlogs in education;
relevant education at all levels;
wide-ranging learning oppor-

filll:tu;:jnﬂ %anglﬂﬂ o[rlter use

of tﬂuFUun ttclhnolﬂ and li-

alson between t ational
training sector and the formal
education; basic education,
especially for illiterate adults;
opportunities for lifelong edu-
calioh; grealer management
autonomy for education institu-
tions; suitable education for
children with al educa-
tion needs. Be



