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NATO officers, UN commanders discuss glaﬁ for air strikes

Serb withdrawal from Gorazde

Tornado hits Dallas
suburb: 7 killed

LANCASTER, Texas. Apr 26:
Rescue workers searched flat-
tened homes TOesday for vic-
tims of a tornado that killed at
least seven people in this
Dallas suburb, reports AP.

The twister roared out of
the stormy night sky Monday,
ripping first through Desoto,
and then neighbouring Lan-
caster.

“It hit at exactly 9:38 pm,”
said Barbara Montgomery of
Lancaster. "That's when our
clock, Big Ben, was broken."

About 20 people were
treated at Park Medi-
cal Centre for cuts and bruises.

Lancaster Police chief Mac
McGuire said at least seven
people died.

Rescue workers searched
the rubble for anyone who may
have been trapped underneath.
Bricks, shingles. iron lamp

\;::u and utility lines littered
t

streets. Buildings left
had broken windows,
awnings and shutters.

"Our building is the only
one with four walls still stand-
ing.” said David Montgomery,
owner of the Lancaster Opry, a
concert hall on the town's
Historic Square, where famed
1930s gangsters Bonnie Par-

B

ker and Clyde Barrow once
robbed a bank.

The US and Texas flags
were lattered but still flying at
the Vietnam Memorial. The
city of Lancaster flag was hang-
ing from its pole by a thread
in the suburb of 22,000 situ-
ated 12 miles (20 kms) south
of Dallas.

Utility crews worked
through the night to repair
power and telephone lines.
Utility crews cut gas service to
buildings blown apart.

The tornado was part of a
severe storm system that

"rumbled across the central

part of the nation Monday.

A tornado ripped through
Talihina, Okla, damaging ho-
uses and injuring at least four
people. At least 26 houses and
trailer homes were reported
destroyed in the town of 1,300
residents near the Arkansas
state line. »

The storm dropped base-
ball-size hail near The Ballpark
in Arlington, Texas where the
Texas Rangers were forced to

. postpone a game. Fans had to

wade through several feet (a
meter] of water that collected
in the aisles at the bottom of
the stadium.

Castro welcomes Chiluba in Havana.

President Fidel Castro welcomed his Zambian counterpart

Frederick Chiluba to Cuba on Monday af

the start of a five-day

visit which officials said would include talks on cooperation
in areas such as the sugar industry, medicine and passport,

Reuter reports from Havana.

A technical assistance agreement for Cuban technicians to

Latina said.

build a sugar mill in Zambia is set to be signed during the
visit, officials quoted by the Cuban news agency Prensa

The central African country’s president is also set to visit

a sugar mill, as well

as biotechnology

and vaccine

manufacturing plants in this Caribbean Island nation.

Nicara
General Hum

a’s army

rto Ortega announced Monday that he would

chief to resign:

step down as Nicaragua's army chief on an unspecified date,

AFP reports from Managua.

Ortega. the brother of former leftist Sandinista President
Daniel Ortega. made President Violeta Chamorro the target
of bitter criticism from political opponents.

She had argued that keeping Ortega at the helm of the
military was a key part of political fence mending after the

country's civil war, but then annou

last year — without

consulting Ortega — that he would be out of the post in 1994,
Ortega said his resignation had been agreed upon with

Chameorro.

Human rights team in Guatemala:

tfkam of UN experts

began

a two-week fact-finding visit

Monday to pave the way for a permanent United Nations

presence to monitor a Human

reports from Guatemala City.
The 10-member

team will meet with government

Rights accord. Reuter

and

military officials and leaders of church organisations, said
mission head Argentine Leonardo Franco.

“This will

allow us to make recommendations to the UN

-General .. on the most appropriate way to carry out
verificatioh and to support Human Rights institutions.” Franco

told reporters.

Vietnamese President in Jakarta:

Vietnamese President Le Duc Anh arrived in Jakarta Tuesday
for a four-day state visit to include talks with. President
Suharto and other officials, AP reports from Jakarta. .
Foreign Minister Ali Alatas said Monday the possibility of
Vietnam joining the Association of Southefst Asian nations
will figure importantly in Anh's discussions in Jakarta.
Another Mkely topic, he said. is the repatriation of

Vietnamese

from Indonesia's Galang island and the

settlement of a dispute over lerritory in the South China Sea
indonesia has set up a temporary camp for Indochinese

refugees on Galang island, yust south of Singapore.

e hits eastern Java: s .o
earthquake joited the eastern Java town on Malang In

not enough: Christopher

LONDON, Apr 26: Bosnian
Serbs have begun to withdraw
heavy weapons from around
the Muslim enclave Gorazde
but not enough te avert the
threat of NATO air strikes, US
Secretary of State Warren
Christopher said here today.
reports AFP.

"Today will be an important
day, there has been some
movement, but not enough,”
Christopher said after meeting
with British counterpart
Douglas Hurd. '

Christopher was to leave
later today for Geneva and a

with Russian Foreign
Minister Andrei Kozyrev.
. As _he spoke, a four-sided

working group began meeting
here in search of long-term

solutions to the Bosnian con-

pflict, as a North Atlantiq Treaty
. Organisation deadline ap-

proached for the Bosnian
Serbs to withdraw from the
Muslim enclave Gorazde.
Hurd said Monday there
would be "no hesitation" in

=

troops and weapons were not
withdrawn beyorid a 20 kilo-
metre (12 mile)} radius from
the centre of the Muslim en-
clave by the deadline of 0001
GMT Wednesday.

AP from Brussels adds: With
a deadline just hours away for
Bosnian Serb withdrawal from
the enclave of Gorazde, NATO's
top military officers met
Tuesday with UN commanders
to assess the situation in the
war-torn region.

"It looks promising at the
moment,” said Gen Klaus
Naumann, Germany's senior
military officer, of reports the
Bosnian Serbs are complying
with NATO's demand to with-
draw heavy guns 20 kilometers
(12.4 miles) by early Wed-
nesday. .

But Naumann added, "It's a
fluid situafion." Naumann and
other military chiefs gof a
firsthand assessment of the
situation from British Lt Gen
Sir Michael Rose, the UN
commander in Bosnia, and
French Lt Gen Bertrand de

" mander of NATO's Eu

Lapresie. commander of the
UN Protection Force in former
Yugoslavia,

After the morning session,
US Gen George Joulwan, com-
ropean
forces, said the discussions.
were “very, very good." He
did not elaborate.

"Also attending the two-day
session was US Gen John

~ Shalikashvili, chairman of the

US Joint Chiefs of Staff.

"Officials said the military
chiefs would focus much of
their attention on the al-
liance's decisiort last Friday to
commit its formidable air
power to protecting civilians
in the besieged Bosnian en-
clave of Gorazde, -

In issuing a series of ultima-
tums last Friday, the allies
warned the Bosnian Serbs to
halt their murderous attacks
on the Muslim town of Gorazde
or face immediate air strikes.

They also demanded that
the Serbs pull their forces

*+ three kilometers (1.9 miles)

early Sunday and push their
heavy guns even farther back
by early Wednesday (0001
GMT).

_ Since then, the Serbs ap-
peared to have withdrawn
weapons from the three-kilo-
meter (1.9 mile} area and
there -were signs they were
moving arms back to meet
Wednesday's deadline, said UN
officials in Bosnia.

A NATO official, demanding
anonymity, emphasized the
deadline was firm. "We will go
ahead (with air strikes) if
there is not broad com
shortly after thHe deadline,” he
said. .

In addition to Bosnia, the
military chiefs' agenda called
for discussions on the new
Partnership for Peace pre-

- gram, which allows former

Warsaw Pact foes to take part
for the first time in fleld ex-
ercises and other military ac-
tivities. It does not extend full
membership.

- 50 far, 14 nations have en-
rolled in the program.

ordering air strikes if Serb
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Pakistani Premier Benazir Bhutto (L) gives a dose of Polio drops

from the centre of town by

", ..
R

to her daughter Bukhtawar

April 26. Bhutto inaugurated the first National Polio Day in Pakistan by giving doses of Polio
drops to children in a local school in Islamabad.

— AFP photo

indonesia yesterday but there were no immediate report of
casualties or damage, Meteorological Department officials
said, AFP reports from Jakarta. :

The temblor measuring 5.9 on the Richter scale joited the

region at 5:21
pinpeinting its epicentre

am (22:21]
in the

GMT) yesterday they said
Indian Oec¢ean. 160

kilometres (99.2 miles) south of Malang.
Yesterday's tembilor followed a milder earthquake which
rattled the eastern Ruteng town of Nusa Tenggara at 6:16 pm

110:16 GMT) on Monday with a

magnitude of 4.9 on the

open-ended scale measuring from one te 10

i 8.3 tonnesofdnl?:
lran said on Monday its police seized 8.3 tonnes of drugs

2,134 people on drug

charges In the first

Md'uthﬁhnmrﬂmﬂd March 21, Reuter reports

:
3

an official

1

haul was nearly 26 per cent more than that of the
last year. the Iranian news agency IRNA said
report. It included 7.3 tonnes of optum
smaller quantities of hashish. morphine and heroin

More than 63 per cent of the drugs were seized in Sistan
Va. Baluchistan provinece bordering the frontiers with

Afghanistan and Pakistan . it said

Plane carrying
10 people crashes
in Indonesia

JAKARTA, Apr 26: A light |

plane carrying 10 people
crashed in rough terrain in
Indonesia's west Kalimantan

Monday near Nanga Pinoh, 280
km (175 mifles) east of the

KWAMASHU (South Africa).
Apr 26: After a decade as mor-
tal enemies, rival Zulu factions
in South Africa’'s violent Natal
province are savouring the
chance to test their strength
with ballots rather than bul-

lets, reports AP,
In the country's first all-

| race elections this week. Natal

will be the battlefield for a
head-to-head clash between
the African National Congress
and Zulu nationalist Inkatha
Freedom Party

Hostility and violence per-
sist among the Zulus wha
make up most of the ecastern
province's population. but
many warriors have been
transformed into zealous
campaign workers.

Thabani Radebe. a 34 year-
old ANC, "Comrade” fighting
against Inkatha loyalists, once
thought he wouldn't live long
enough to see a free election

Yet there was Radebe. grin-

Israel, PLO achieve progress
on two key security issues

CAIRO. Apr 26 Israeli and
PLO negotiators achieved a
breakthrough on two key se-
curity issues at talks here to-
day as Israeli Premier Yitzhak
Rabin indicaied his readiness
lo reach a quick agreement to
launch autonomy, reports AFP

"We came to an agreement
on two issues: the safe passage
Jericho-Gaza and the crossing-
points out of Jericho and
Gaza." General Abdel Razzak
Yahya, chief PLO negotiator at
the talks on security matters,
told reporters.

Yahya did not explain how
the two sides had resolved
their differences over the two

not have to settle

issues.

Israel has been demanding
powers to check goods and
people travelling between the
Gaza Strip and West Bank town
of Jericho, which are some
100 kilometres (60 miles)
apart and divided by lsraell

territory.
Rabin told Israel radio from

Moscow on Tuesday. "we do
,all the out-
standing differences, so long
as Israel does not make prior
commitments on those differ-
ences.”

"On the other hand. it is im-
possible to put off until later
questions relating to security.”

said the Prime Minister. who
is on a four-day visit to Russia.

Among questions which
could be delayed were the def-
inition of an “international
presence” in Gaza and Jericho
as is called for under the
6eptember 13 declaration of
principles for autonomy.

"It would be a shame to lose
Lime over that," Rabin said,
adding that certain economic
problems could also be left out
for the time being.

The Palestine Liberation
Organisation is pressing Israel
to wrap up the autonomy ne-
gotiations in Cairo and launch
self-rule as soon as possible.

Yeltsin for closer
ties with Israel

MOSCOW, Apr 26: Russian
President Boris Yeltsin voiced
hope for closer ties with Israel
a8 he met Israeli Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin for
lalks today at the Kremlin,
Itar-Tass news agency said,
reports AFFP

Yelitsin told reporters he
was “glad” to host Rabin, the
first Israeli premier to make a
state visit to Russia, and said
the time was ripe for Moscow
and Tel Aviv to “actively de-
velop bilateral relations.” the

agency said.

Rabin. on the third day of a
four-day visit to Russia, was
due (0 hold talks later today
with Foreign Minister Andref
Kozyrev and Defence Minister
Pavel Grachev

Tuanku Ja'afar sworn in

as Malaysia's 10th King

KUALA LUWM™'R, Apr 26:
Tuanku Ja'afar Abdul Rahman
was sworn In today for a five
year ftermn as Malaysia's 10th
King, and immediately warned
that the country's environment
should not be sacrificed to de-
velopment, reports AFP.

Resplendent in golden tra-
ditional attire and a yellow
headdress, Tuanku Ja'afar, the
71-year-old ruler of southern
Negeri Sembilan state, also

pledged to carry out his duties

" efficiently and in line with the

federal constitution.

The ceremony, telecast live
nationwide, was witnessed by
Malaysian state rulers. Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohamad
and cabinet ministers.

As he took oath, the 71-
vear-old Oxford-educated
hereditary ruler of southern
Negeri Sembilan state told
Bernama news agency he
wanted Malaysian factories to
spend more money on clean-
ing up industrial wastes

"Public appreciation of how
precious the environment |s
has to be increased. | hope this
is given the importance it de-
serves,” Tuanku Ja'afar said in
an interview with Bermama.

"The duty of every individ-
ual is to see that development
is not carried out at the ex-
pense of destroying the forest

ar pollution rivers and the air.”
he said.

}

China, Kazakhstan
sign border

agreement

ALMA-ATA, Apr 26: Visiting
Chinese Premier Li and
Kazakhstan President N A
Nazarbayev signed a border
agreement between the two
countries here today, reports
Xinhua.

After _.the signing cere-
mony, Li called the agreement
“a historic document”, which
defines the over-), 700-kilo-
meter long border between

.tte two countries in a legal

This, he said, would serve
to boost the development of
the existing bilateral relations
of friendship.

Nazarbayev said the agree-
ment symbeolizes a long-term
good neighbourly relationship
between the two countries.

He expecied the Sino-
Kazakhstan border to be one
of peace and friendship.

Also were an -
ment on China providing
to Kazakhstan. notes to be ex-
changed on China presenting a

batch of materials .to
Ethiopian plane
hijacker

surrenders

SANAA, Apr 26: A hijacker
seized an Ethiopian airliner on
a flight from Saudi Arabia but
surrendered at Yemen's Sanaa
Airport ‘and released the 156
passengers and crew unhurt,
Yemeni officials said on
Monday, reports Reuter.

The hijacker burst into the
cockpit of the Ethiopian boe-
ing 757 after it took off for
Addis Ababa from the Saudi
city of Jeddah. said a state-
ment carried by Yemen’'s offi-
cial Saba news agency.

The man. an Ethiopian
named as Blaya Mashasha, de-
manded that the plane, which
was carrying 148 passengers
and eight crew. fly to London.

Russian Pacific
Fleet officer
shot dead

MOSCOW, Apr 26: An offl-
cer of Russia's Pacific Fleet
was shot dead in an overnight
attack on his military unit. the
second attempt in a week to
steal arms, Itar-Tass news
agency said today, reports
Reuter.

it quoted the naval press
office in the fleet's home base
of Viadivistok as four

unidentified attackers got away’

after shooting two rounds at a
duty officer.

A navy spokesman said they
were apparently looking for
light arms and managed to
seize two pistols and some
amumunition.
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Female Spanish soldier Pilar Broncano (R), member of the
Spanish UN contingent "Agrupacion Cordoba,” hugs her
boyfriend who came to see her off from Seville airport in
Spain April 25 before Broncano leaves for Split in Croatia on
a humanitarian aid mission. — AFP photo

Off the Record
Heat generated by goats in
aircraft triggers fire alarm !

KUALA LUMPUR: A Malaysia Airlines flight from Perth to
Kuala Lumpur returned to Australia 90 minutes after take-off
because the heat generated by 190 goats In the aircraft trig-
gered a fire alarm, reports AP.

Airline spokeswoman Mrs Siew Yung Gnanalin '
Tuesday that in Monday's incident the E-Eeing 747, mfﬂ
also carrying 264 human passengers, returned to Perth when
a light in the cockpit warned the pilot of a possible fire in the
plane's forward cargo area where the goats were. | -

The crew activated all fire extinguishers in the cargo hold.
The Australian Federal Airport Corporation placed its emer-
gency services on full alert as the plane returned.

Investigations revealed there was no fire and the sensitive
alarm was triggered by the heat generated by the goats, Siew
Yong said. The aircraft took off again at 10.15 pm. after a six
hour delay.

"The aircraft manufacturer has told us that other aircraft
had enceuntered a similar problem before.” she said,

Hata broke the ‘marital
condition’ '

TOKYO: She's modest, avoids politics as much as
and plans to continue making her husband's favourite sea-
weed and noodles, reports AP.

Japan's new first lady, Yasuko Hata, says she wants most to
bennf housewife. ¥ e
In fact, she married Prime Minister Tsiptomur Ha
:yu on the condition he "would ngfer be anpiliti{:iﬁn" E‘l‘tﬁ

ther. ’

’l still can't believe I'm becoming the wife of a prime min-
ister.," Mrs Hata, 54, told reporters after her husband was
elected to Japan's highest post Monday.

'l plan to remain natural and ordinary.” she added.

Like his wife, Hata, describes himself as "an ordinary per-
son.” That is part of his appeal in a nation that appreciates
conformity more than individuality.

Hata, 58, worked for a bus company for 10 years before
filling in for his ailing father., a Parliament Member, in an
election campaign in 1969. He won the election, and has re-
mained a lawmaker since —much to his wife's chagrin.

“I've been thinking that my husband isn't exactly prime
minister material,” Mrs Hata said in a recent interview in the
Weekly Asahi magazine. "He's always been just your average

Compared to other Japanese political wives, Mrs Hata has
spent little time on the campaign trail. preferring to stay at
home taking care of their two sons, now 24 and 26.

A great-grandfather
at the young age of 48 !

PLZEN (Czech Republic): Koloman Gazi. a resident of this
western Czech town has set a world record by becoming a
great-grandfather at the age of 48, according to the regional
Daily Plazensky Denik, reports AFP,

The newspaper sald Gazi had his first child at the age of
18, who herself became a mother at the age of 15. Her son,
Stefan, waited a little longer than his mother and grandfather

ning as he helped conduct a
sireetside voter-education
class over the weekend for
about 30 residents of
KwaMashu, one of the largest
black townships outside
Durban. Natal's biggest city
And - there was Inkatha
“warilord” Thomas Shabalala. in
nearby Lindelani. wearing a T-
shirt with peace doves on the
front and telling European
election monitors of his hopes
for reconciliation
"We need each other. ne
matter who wins.” he said.
"Somebody wins the elec-
tion and they say. “You.
Shabalala. up against the wall
for the firing squad” or You.
Mandela. up against the wall’.
That mustn't i
The ANC is expected to win
the national election casily
giving Nelson Mandela the
presidency. But the race in
Natal. which includes Inkatha
leader Mangusuthu Butheleri's
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raises her fist

Nomaza Paintin. niece of ANC leader Nelson Mandela,
p® she becomes the first black

to vote

person
in a South African general election April 26 in Wellington.

— AFP photo

KwaZulu homeland, could be
closer.

Some observers believe the
combined power of Inkatha
and the white-led National
Party could hold the ANC to
less than 50 per cent of the
Natal assembly.

‘It will be a hard-fought re-
glon, with every vote count-
ing.” said University of Natal
political analyst Mervyn Frost.

Thousands of have
died in violence linked to the
ANC-Inkatha power struggle
that began a decade . Rural,
traditional Zulus to sup-
port inkatha, while young. ur-
ban Zulus often back the ANC.

More than 400 blacks were
killed in Natal from January
th March, while inkatha
urged its followers to boycott
the election. _

But viclence has abated
since Bu — after win-
ning assurance that the Zulu
monarchy would be officially

and recently had a daughter, Miluska. at the

age of 18.

According to the Guinness Book of Records. the world

record for becpming a

great-grandfather is held by a 53-year-

old Bulgarian.'But Gazi has apparently beaten him to it.

Bill to block same-sex marriages

HONOLULU: The state Legislature has sent the governor a
bill that seeks to nullify a court ruling that could make Hawaii

the first state to license same-sex marri

., reports AP.

The measure, which passed that House Monday, says a
marriage must include a man and a woman and asserts that
any change to that policy is something for the Legislature, not

the courts, to decide,

Last year. the state Supreme Court ruled that denying mar-
riage licenses to gay couples in unconstitutional on the basis

of gender discrimination.

The bill, which was approved by the Senate two weeks ago,
was sent to Gov John Waihee. His spokesman refused to say

whether Waihee would sign it

| Battlefield shifts to polling booths in violence-scarred Natal

recognised —announced last
week that Inkatha would take
part in the election.

"We are very happy that
some of our demands were
met." Shabalala said. “"We
proved to the world that we
wanted to participate in the
elections.™

Security forces will be
stretched thin trying to over-
see all 1,500 polling stations
election officials plan to set up
in Natal. Shabalala said he
hoped ANC and Inkatha sup-
porters would go to separate
stations.

"It's wise not to mix them."
he said. "Some words may be
exchanged ih the queue and
they'll start to fight.”

Could the ANC and Inkatha
work together after the elec-
tion ?

"Definitely, if a change of
heart happens, I we do a lot of
work at the grass-roots.'
Shabalala said.

dInii redveis 1n
Philippines to
buy weapons

MANILA. Apr 26: The
Philippines chiefl anti-crime
body is checking intelligence
reports that some Sri Lankan
Tamil rebels have arrived in
the country to buy weapons, an
official said on Monday, re-
poris Reuter

The officer of the presiden-
tial anti-crime commission
quoted the reports and saying
that suspected rebels had en-
tered Lhe country as tourists
and hdd wvisited the central
Visayas and southern Mindanao
regiong to buy guns

We are puzzled because they
have superior firepower in Sri
Lanka We don't understand
why they would want to buy
firearms here, sald the com-
mission officer, who asked not
to be identified

The Tamils are fghting for
a4 separale state in the north
and east



