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Consensus on Flood
Control

Flood control is a national issue without a polit-
ical undertone. Yet, a consensus on this issue
remains as distant as ever. Meanwhile, the
Flood Action Plan (FAP) continues to draw flaks
from the environmental and human rights
activists.

The latest move in the sparrings between the
government and environmental, human rights
activists come from a threat of legal action against
implementation of a FAP component. As we re-
ported earlier, the Bangladesh Environmental
Lawyers' Association (BELA) has sent a legal no-
tice to the FAP authorities, demanding immediate
withdrawal of Tangail Compartmentalization Pilot
Project (CPP) on legal, social and ecological
grounds. The report adds that the BELA has said
that it would start legal proceedings against the
FAP authorities if they fail to stop implementing
the project.

The Tangail CPP is.one of the FAP's two pilot
compartmentalization projects designed to de-
velop procedures for controlled flooding within
the command area, designated as the compart-
ment. Embankments with gated and ungated
openings would surround the compartment. On
commissioning, the project would serve as a
model for conducting a series of studies on flood
control and drainage, crop production, fisheries
and environmental impacts. If successful, the
tested model would be replicated in other parts
of the country. The second CPP, it may be men-
tioned, is located in Serajganj.

The BELA says that the Tangail CPP would cre-
ate massive unemployment, cause displacement
of people, damage the soil and natural habitat of
fish, create drainage problems. Arguing that the
FAP authorities have flouted the established rules
in land acquisition and compensation process in
the project area, BELA maintains that the poor
and landless people of the region would be hurt
worst if the project was put through.

Governmehts usually build roads, bridges, dams
and embankments because they consider such
projects economically necessary and believe that
these would benefit the people at large. Such
construction work could displace some people
and bring hardship to segments of the commu-
nity. A project could also pose environmental haz-
ards. Governments normally weigh the benefits
flowing from a undertaking against the social and
environmental costs, Now.a days, it is increas-
ingly being realised that for infrastructure pro-
jects to succeed and bring the desired benefits to
the community, both the beneficiaries and the
people affected should be consulted. The idea is
to minimise disruptions. People affected should
'be compensated adequately and promptly.
Displaced families should receive eflective assis-
tance for resettlement. |

Given these parameters, people's participation
and consent are even more crucial to formulation
and implementation of projects like the Tangail
CPP, which are basically experimental in nature.
Indeed. it looked as if the FAP authorities were

“fully alive to the situation. They had formulated
guidelines for securing people’s participation in

- the project — rather a innovative approach in this
area. Last October, the authorities held a dialogue
with a cross section of people in Tangail.
Members of the Parliament, both from the ruling

and the opposition, local UP chairmen also

attended the meeting. All differences seemed to
have been settled then. Now, with the benefit of
hindsight, we see that consensus still remains a
far cry.

The government, the environmental and hu-
man rights activists — all owe it to the nation to
reconcile their differences on flood control mea-
sures. A consensus on this issue is a national pri-
ority. :

Remembering Sher-e-Bangla
Today is the 32nd death
e-Bangla (Tiger of Bengal) A K Fazlul Huq. We re-

member with pride and gratitude the contribu-
tions of this unique and courageous patriot who

gave us a new sense of pride, direction and criti-

cal self-esteem during the days of anti-colonial
struggle and during the early days of Pakistan.
His was a voice of dignity and determination
against the enemy, and one of love and
inspiration for the people. By organising
peasants of Bengal he brought national focus on
‘their plight, and by a clear amnd forceful
articulation of the solution to their problems,
helped to advance their cause.’ |
It is not the aim of this editorial to evaluate the
deeds of this greatman but to ask the question as
to what are we doing to learn from the life, works
and thinking of this great leader. The annual

ritual that we pérform on the death and birth
are usually

anniversaries of Sher-e-Bangla

prompted by this or that memorial committees

who observe the occasion in the way their ability

and resources permit. That, however, may not be
the best way to pay tribute to a man to whom we
owe so much. It is true that the most modern and
prestigious part of our city we have named after
him. But the most important task we seem to
‘have failed to do. We have to ensure that the
present generation, and those of the future
know his works and thoughts well, so that we are
able to benefit from his teaching, and prevent

the mistakes that we seem to be in the
habit of repeating.

We urge all concerned, especially the gov-
ernment, to do some creative thinking and take
some new initiatives so that the nation, espe-
cially the present and the future generations
can be better informed about what he taught us,
It is not the naming of streets, of building, or
of city section that constitute paying true res-
pect to leaders who dedicated their entire
life's work for us. True respect comes from lear-

ning from the examples that they have laid
us.
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0 less than 90 rounds
of meetings have been
held so far to resolve the

dispute over the sharing of the
waters of the Ganges since

Bangladesh's liberation. India
decided to build a barrage
across the river at Farakka, but
to not avail. Since 1988, no
meetings have been held and
there exists now an impasse,
with no end in sight. The
stalemate can only serve the
interests of India, for it leels
free to draw whatever water il
wants in the absence of an
agreement.

The situation is bad enough,
and it will get progressively
worse, as walter consumption
of both Bangladesh and India
goes up Inevitably with ever
increasing population. The
main problem, as is well
known. is not se much over
the sharing of the current flow
of the Ganges river, but 8ver
how to augment the flow to
take care of future needs. One
way or the other, the curremt

must be broken.

Broadly speaking. there are
two ways of resolving disputes :
coercive and non-coercive.
The coercive way of settlement
of a dispute is by using force.
or Lhreat of force or by taking
such other forceful action as
would compel the other party
to come 1o an acceptable
agreement. , An American
writer, H R Farnham, put for-
ward the idea that the inher-
ent right of a nation to protect
itself and Iis terrilory would
justify the one dower down the
stream in preventing by force’
the one further up from turn-
ing the river out of its course,
(The Law of Waters and Water
Rights, 1904). Since these
lines were written, some new

ts have taken
like the establishment of the
United Nations, whose Charter

rules out use of force in situa-

tions of this kind. Still, there
have been examples of coer-
cive action taken by aggrieved
parties with useful results.

{ Thus in 1956, when Syria be-

gan to construct certain water
works north of the boundary
with Israel in order to divert
the Jordan river, lsrael re-

garded this as a direct threat

against its vital interests and

desiroyed by artillery fire the

machinery and olher equip-
inent for starting the ‘diversion

scheme. When Syria com-
plained to the Security Council
about the lsraeli aggression,
Israel justified these acts as
"reprisal” against Arab terror-
ists operating in the area.
Another example: in 1975,
Iraq massed troops on its bor-
der with Syria and demanded
from Syria release of more wa-
ter from jits reservoirs ‘to im
créaée! the !Iflow'{ of ' thé
Euphrates river shared by the
two countries. Syria, not wish-
ing to confront a militarily su-

perior Iraqi army, duly cooper-
ated

Actually, Bangladesh also, if
only once, threatened recourse
to reprisal against India. This
was in 1976, when Rear
Admiral M H Khan threatened

to retaliate by building a bigger

! dam further downstream on

growing
of both

Barrage. on the analogy of the
Aswan High Dam which was
built by Egypt with Soviet help,
and in the process submerged
British-built Aswan dam within
Egypt. which was considered
outmoded. India could afford
to ignore this as an empty
threat, knowing full well that a
permanently deficit country
had neither the financial re-
sources or engineerihg
capability to undertake any
scheme of this kind on its own
and no other countiry was

interested in helping Bangla-
desh toe undertake it.

Unfortunately, nothing is more
counter-productive in
international relations than a
threat which ecarries no
credibility and India took full

, advantage of it.

The idea] opportunity for
solving the Farakka issue was
in the years immediately fol-
lowing our independence.
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was
convinced that a peaceful way
could be found to settle the
problem on the basis of mutu-
ality of interests of the two
countries. [t was at the initia-
tive of Bangladesh that a para-
graph was inserted in the
Treaty of Friendship con-
cluded with India on 19 March
1972, envisaging cooperation
between the two countries on
waler-related matter. And on
the same day, the Joint

by Sayyid A Karim

Withl the change of govern-
ment in Bangladesh, India
hardened its attitudes and

became manifest, Bangladesh
decided to ‘internationalize’
the issue by raising it before
ithe UN General Assembly.

it may well be that the de-
cision of Bangladesh to go to
the UN may have been
prompted by internal pelitical
considerations also. Any new
regime that comes to power
through extra-constitutional

found that i we were o go

_ the
UN Lhis was the last day of

m-ﬂl“-ﬂm.

one month's notice was re-
quired for the General

suade more than a couple of
delegations to speak out in
favour of our . Im 1971
Bangladesh cause had been
espoused by a large number of
countries because of massive
human rights abuse by a mur-
derous military regime. In
1976 the situation was differ-
ent. Farakka issue did not and
could not evoke the kind of
sympathetic response among
delegations as was the case
when then there were human
rights violations. Besides, a
military regime, as Bangladesh
was at that time, is always at a
disadvantage when it comes to
the United Nations as an ag-

Dispute” has described the ne-
gotiations Iu::dltnL to the
agreemeni inder chapter
heading “The Breakthrough™. It
would have been mere appro-
priate to entitle the chapter as
"The Surrender.”

it is only by results that the
validity of a course of action
can be judged. Policymakers
and so-called experts who have
the architeets of our

deliver the goods prnm:l.-ludu:i
them. On the . by

refusal to mm policy
options, they have played into
the hands of India.
rent impasse suits India, be-
cause it gives India, the upper

riparian, an excuse
withdraw as much water as

projec
Ganges and its tributaries
which will further reduce the
quantum of waier flowing
through the Ganges at its

in regard to Farakka has
proved o be sterile. it'is thme
to explore other paths.
Perhaps we can learn from the
example of other countries
which have managed to resolve
the distribution of waters of
their common rivers. One does
not have to look [arther than
our own region to find a case

Nmtwlhpnumwkyhrmﬁhfmmmh=-m uuhmwz;ﬁ:

we can learn from the example of other countries which have managed to resolve the distribution of

wafers

Declaration of the FPrime
Ministers of Bangladesh and

India decided to "establish a
Joint Rivers Commission”
comprising of experts of both
countries on a permarmnent ba-
sis.

As the Far was
due to be ed in 1975,
Sheikh Mujib obtained a com-
mitment from India during his
visit to India in May 1974 that
the project would not be
commissioned until an agree-
ment on the sharing of the
Ganges river could be reached.
This was done on |8 April
1975 at a ministerial meeting
in Dhaka. By this interim
agreement India was allowed

. to withdraw a total of 54 000

cusecs of water the lean
period frem 21 1 to 31
May that year and the remain-
ing flows going to Bangladesh.
While an agreement of in-
teripn nature was arrived at re-
garding the allocation of exist-
flow of the Ganges, there
5 t on how the
the river could be aug-
mented to take care of the
needs of these waters
the countries.
put forward the

ing
was
flow

 idea of storage dams in Nepal .

while India advocated the
building of a canal linking

tra with Ganges to
solve the In his folksy
way, Sheikh Mujib compared
the situation with that of a
family with only one cup of
milk having to.share between
them. The best solution was of
course to find ways of increas-
ing the supply of milk. The po-

their common rivers.

methods inevitably faces the
problem of how te gain accep-
tance among its own people.
There was an urgent need to
put an end to widespread
indiscipline in_ the army
following a turbulent period of
coups and countercoups and
unify the people behind the
martiial low regime. Its
"strongman”, General Zia had
spent the major part of his
professional .career under the
Pakistani military rulers, Ayub
Khan and Yahya Khan. and
could not have failed to
observe how often they had
exploited the fear of the big
neighbour to gather support
behind their regimes and
instill national unity. During
Pakistan days. the central
government did not treat the
Farakka issue with the se-
riousness it deserved. It was
only after the demand for au-
tonomy among had
spread like wildfire that the
Ayub regime suddenly become
serious about reviving the
Farakka issue as a "Kashmir of
the East”. In a somewhat dif-
ferent context, the Zia regime
may also have found that the
issue of Muﬂtﬂlma
point of view coulds

useful purpose in rallying the
people.

B M Abbas, who as an
"expert” played a significant
role in shaping the policy on
Farakka, has given an account
of how the decision was taken
to go to the UN. "We were dis-
cussing the Ganges problem at
the office of Rear Admiral M H
Khan in the afternoon of 21

i

grieved party. The result was
that even C and Pakistan,
which had publicly supported
Bangladesh on this issue, did
not wish to make a statement
in the United Nations, for fear
of being in a distinct minority.
In the circumstances, Bangla-
desh had to withdraw its draft
resolution and accept a
consensus statement which
asked the parties to hold bilat-
eral talks "with a view to arriv-
ing at a fair and expeditious
settiement.” Now that the is-
sue was thrown back on the bi-
lateral track. India hardened
its attitude. 1
It was only after the elec-
toral defeat of Indira Gandhi's
Congress Party in 1977 that
the negotiating cHmate im-
proved. The new c¢oalition
Janata Government was more
interested than its predeces-
sor in improving relations with
its immediate neighbours, and
in consequence, more accom-
modating. Even then the
agreement on the sharing of
the Ganges waters that was
reached on 5 November 1977,
nearly doubled India's author-
ity to withdraw water from the
at Farakka, as -
with the- t
concluded by the Mujib
regime. The Interim agree-
ment of 1975 during the Mujib
era had allowed India to with-

draw only 54,000 cusecs of
water during the lecan period

from April 21 to May 31 : the

t of 1977 concluded
by the Zia regime allowed
India to: increase its with-
drawal of water to as much as

litical atmosphere was August 1976. when the ques- 92,750 cusecs for the corre-

Bangladesh territory and  fayourable at this time to tion of taking the case to  sponding period. B M Abbas, in
drown oul the Farakka short-r United Nations came up. We his book "The Ganges Waters
ICHARD M Nixon. the . ' . went directly against the pol-
RBTth President of the icy of Nixon-Kissinger team,
USA was no ordinary . 1C ar 1 x 0 whe had tilted towards

mortal. His eventful career,
which was all politics, had ma-

ny ups and downs-more downs

than ups. Throughout his long
career he never ceased to- be
discussed.

Nixon first arrived on the
political stage as a Congres-
sman from his native California
in the early fifties. He made
quite a name for his uncom-
promising pursuit of left
wingers and Ci sts of all
siripes. In this endeavor he

was of course no match for
! word .

McCarthy and the .
McCarthyism entered the
English lexicon. Nixon reached
the national stage as the Vice
President of the war hero
President Dwight D Eisen-
hower. affectionately called lke
by his countrymen. Ike
him for presidency.

. In 1960 elections Nixon
was pitled against a far less
known challenger young, dy-
namic John. F. Kennedy. It was

" a fierce election battle and for

the first time the two con-
tenders faced each other in
nationally televised debate.
Kennedy's performance was

as millions of viewers

| watched sweat dripping down

the hanging jowl of Nixon.
Kennedy won the election by a
whisker.

 American
After his defeat, he leit the po-

by Arshad-uz Zaman

up for he was the truly profes-
sional politician. This may have
beex his undeing for the

' American suffers a near allergy

about professional politiclans

and this must be one reason
why Nixon never won the
hearts and minds of his com-

In 1962 Nixon fought for
the post of Governor of his na-
tive California and lost. Nixon
by now had become the target
of attacks, often harsfl of the
powerful media.

litical scene telling the press
'you will have no more Nixon

to write against’.
Nixon returned to the polit-

ical arena within 4 years and Government of East Pakistan -

became Present of the US.
‘With Kissinger as his Secretary
of State and National Security
Chief, they embarked on dra-

Vietnam and the

laying

establishing relations with
China. Pakistan, a long time
ally of the US had a pivolal
role. Kissinger came to
Pakistan in 1971 and an elabo-
rate ruse was set up in Murree,
while Kissinger flew secretly-
to China to negotiate estab-
lishment of diplomatic¢ rela-
tions. This real politic was so
impertant that poor Bangla-
desh could be sacrificed to the
altar. -

1971 was the greatest year
for the Bengalis for the entire
nation had risen as one man in
a War of Liberation. | remem-
ber those days well. | was
posted in Dhaka as Director of
Publie Relations of the

and since | had served in many
large capitals of the world, I
maintained personal friend-
ship with the diplomatic corps

‘groundwork of East-West de- , Pakistan, whereas the Consul

tente. .

We in Bangladesh have sbe-
clal reason to remember
Nixon. although not particu-
larly fondly. Secretive Nixon-

Gene®s in Dhaka were all
convinced of the emergence of
Bangladesh. The JUS Consul
General Archer Blood, his wife
and members of his stafl were

Nixon was not going lo give Kissinger team was plotting all solidly for Bangladesh. This

right of the black
Sir. South Africa is holding
its first ever non-racial elec-
tion and the world is about to
land its last blow against racial
discrimination. The black had
ffered so much to get their

right. We also know about
Mahatma Gandhi's experiences.

in South Africa one of which is

when he rode a VIP train, he
was abused for being coloured.
And - we know very well the
white (British) had to bear the
brunt of their own blow when
"Quit India movement" forced
them out from the subconti-
nent. Now the whites have got
another blow from the South

| African black. half century

that soil. - | |
Another black Gandhi has

emerged in the leader of

African National Congress

{ANC). We wish there must be

.an uriderstanding between him
and Mangosuthu Buthelezi, the

. leader of Inkatha Freedom

Party and South Africa is saved
from a blood bath of black
against black. '

Voting in South Africa will
mark the apartheid free chap-
ter of the world. By this elec-
tion the hundred-year re-
pressed black will get right of
voting. By seeing this devel-
opment the people so far re-
pressed elsewhere in the
world will be encouraged to
move in the path to end hu-

man injustice against human.

Long live Mandela and the

South African black.

ﬂhan_laﬁy Chalma
Dhaka University

units

Sir., One of the evils of
quick trade liberalisation mov-

es with no prior home work is

“imvasion” of our markets by
inferior goeds devoid of
standardisation and QC rules.

"Protectionism” is incongruous
with our imperatives for open
economy and competition
harmful to consumer interest.
Duty reduction on finished

ghmbassador in Algiers, 1 was
Bangaband

Pakistan. Blood was recalled in
the middle of 1971 and he and
his wife, in a long black dress
bade a tearful farewell at the.
old Dhaka airport. Kissinger is
reporied to have stated that so
long he remained Secretary of
State Blood would remain in
the dog house and made good
his vow. Bangladesh was born
inspite of Nixon-Kissinger. _ .

In 1974 when | was

asked to meet hu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman at the
London airpert, on his way
baek from Wa . Our
Prime ' Minister told me that
he did not get any friendly ear
in Wa

Richard M Nixon, 37th

‘ President of the US, will be

remembered for ending the
Vietnam war. Watergate has’
firmly entered the - folklore of
America and this is associated
with Nixon. Nixon, th

sheer determination won
Presidency but failed to win
the hearts of his people and
became the only President in
US history to be forced to re-
sign for the alternative was
impeachment.

Raison d'Etat compels us to
express official condolences
bul raison de coeur forbids us
to shed a tear.

goods from acress the border
added to misery. Arbitrary
powers by of disaster
under the clock of tariff and
SRO already threaten the
operation of our units.

Inconsistencies in rates in
output, input, goods, anomalies
in tariff value higher than
world prices lowered the im-
port prices and our plants
head towards divorces. Is it a
step to promote our private
entrepreneurship? Trade lib-
eralisation is sell-contradictory
with our policy package. When
will "Kantors™ of our country
address it?

Ghulam Murshid
Dhakn

|

J

where a constructive selution

to the problem of watersharing
was achieved because it was

handled in a proper way.

The case in peoint is the
Indus river basin, whose unity
was disrupted by the partition,
of the subcontinent. Pakistan,
whose prosperous agricultural
economy was de
the flow of Indus and #ts tribu-
taries, was put at the mercy of

India. Pakistan faced an eco- -

nomic catastrophe, especially
after Nehru bluntly stated :

"What India did with India's
rivers was India's affair.”
Pakistan did not go the United
Nations General or
the Security Council to seek
remedy., because Pakistan
knew that a resolution of the
General Assembly., even if
passed, had no teeth and could
not be implemented and it was
almost impossible to get any
action out of the Security
Council on account of the veto.
Pakistan also knew that taking

the matter to the World Court
on legal grounds would be

useless. as India had already
entered a reservation that it
would not accept the jurisdic-
tion of the World Court in a
dispute involving Common-
wealth members. So it sought
the mediation of the World
Bank, and after protracted
negotiation, with World Bank
acting as an intermediary, a
Treaty was concluded on 19
September 1960 at Karachi,

signed by Nehru gﬂfm:yuh
Khan, and thereby and

end to bitter enmily between
the two countries on this issue.
India and Pakistan has fought
two bloody wars since then,
but because of the Settlement-
of-Disputes clauses of the
Treaty, no serious disruption
of water supplies of Pakistan
has taken place.

On the question of Farakka,
however, Pakistani leaders did
not show any interest in seek-
ing the good offices of the
World Bank. As early as
November 1967, after a visit of
East Pakistan, Alderswereld,
Vice President of the World
Bank, said that the World Bank
was ready to negotiate another
Indus-basin-type treaty for
sharing of river waters by India
and East Pakistan, "if both the
sides request it". But Pakistani
leaders showed no eagerness

OPINION

esh-India Water Dispute : Search for a Solution

®
to follow up on the

by the World Bank.

Be that as it may, the
Farakka issue is much oo im-
portant a matter to play poli-
tics with. Instead of refusing to
entertain the propesal put
forward by the other side, at-
templs must be made to find a
miiddle way and some sort of a
compromise. which takes into
account the minimum irre-
ducible requirements of the
parties. The World Bank has
already a good track record in
helping the disputing parties
to arrive at an agreement. The
Woarld Bank's advamtage ;in

a mediatory l
iﬂ;gct that it Elt?hm
technical and financial
resources to achieve optimum
uses of the ‘water resources on
a regional basis. There Is a
cooperation among the -
countries of the region now
more than ever. The disastrous
floods in the Ganges basin last
year was not restricted to one
country, but had affected all
the countries — Nepal. India
and Bangladesh — with equal

should seize initiative in this
matter since, as the
downstream riparian, it has
more to lose if no settlement
of the Farakka dispute takes
place. .

The author was the first
Permanent Representative of
Bangladesh to United Nations
afier its admission to the body.
in 1974. From 1978 he served

in the UN Department of
Technical C tion as

Interregional Adviser for five
years. He now resides in New
York from where he con-
tributed this article.

‘End of a Statesman of Peace'

Shah A-M S Kibria

Smkmi.ll;ﬂldﬂdm |

that is what we are taught as
good manners. Indeed it is
customary to eulogize a '
when he dies. Yet 1 was sur-
prised and disappeointed to
read your editorial of April 25,
1994 on late President Nixon.
Nixon will no doubt be eval-
uated*by the American people
for the degree of success
achieved by him as their
President. He '::;liﬂ be
udged by history for his global
{-ul.e. But how can the people of
Bangladesh ever forget the role
that he played during their
Liberation Struggle? Nixon did
not support the aspiration of
the people of this country for
independence. He actively op-
posed the birth of Bangladesh.
He worked very closely with
the brutal and murderous mili-
tary regime of Gen Yahya Khan
and supplied him with arms
and munitions. Nixon gave
Yahya Khan , economic
and military support. This is
on record. When the people of
Bangladesh, after a bitler
struggle over a nine month pe-
riod, were poised for victory, it
was Nixon and his adviser
Henry Kissinger who
despatched the 7th Fleet to
the Bay of Bengal in order to
intimidate the freedom fight-
ers and their allies. 1 fail to
understand how an Editor of a

-] newspaper published in this
couniry can write an editorial

about Nixon and make no ref-
erence to his role in our
Liberation War?

| was living in Washington,

D C in 1971. | still vividly re-

call the spontaneous outpour-
ing of sympathy and

the American people lor our
cause. Indeed their generous
and strong support for owur
struggle for in re-
stored my faith in the essential
goodness of human nature.
Teachers, rnalists, doctors,
priests, la unionists, stu-
dents and politicians of all
hues, indeed people in all
walks of life, came out openly

in favour of the suffering peo-

ple of Bangladesh. In fact, the
professional American diplo-g

mats stationed in Dhaka as
well as those working in the
State Department were known
to be supportive of our just
cause. But neither Nixon nor
Kissinger hudgedf from their
inflexible policy. The cries of
suffering humanity did not
reach their ears.

| wish you editorial had
touched on this issue, even
briefly, because there are ef-
forts under way in Bangladesh
today to distort the history of

our Liberation struggle and
your editorial may have indi-

rectly and unwittingly con-
tributed to the distortion. |
have chosen to write this plece
because | hold the Daily Star in
such high esteem,

Y




