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BFF's 'no' to |

Asiad
Sports Reporter

football team will
not take part in the forthcom
ing Asian Games which will be-
gin in the Japanese city ul‘
Hireshima in October.

The decision was Laken in a
meeling ol the executive com-
miltee ol Football
Federation (BFF) yesterday with
vice-president M Azizul Haq In
the chair.

BFF. who was adviced earlier
by Bangladesh Olympic
Association (BOA) to take deci-
the participation

of the football team in the

per the local league”. A pracu-

BOA. the supreme body to
select the disciplines for the
Hiroshima Asiad earlier came
up with a decision that the

., kabaddi, and shooting
team along with the athletics

Only seven
turn up for
hockey camp

Sports Reporter

In the backdrop of a loom-
ing threat of boycott of the
Asiad by Bangladesh Hockey
Players’ Welfare Association
(BHPWA), only seven players
- reported to Bangladesh
Hockey Federation (BHF) in
the national camp yesterday.

The BHPWA came up with
the threat after the authority
expressed their reluctance to
hold the hockey players' trans-
fer on May. The general secre-
tary of BHF, Shamsul Bari who
assured the players to pursue
he club officials to hold this
year's players' transfer before
May 7 did little justice to his
words later.

The recently formed execu-
tive committee of BHF in a
meeting deferred the transfer
date till ;

BHF now M8ld a meet-
ing shortly to find a way out of
the deepening crisis.

Some solace
for OM

PARIS, Apr 25: A decision
by European soccer officials to
let @lympique Marseille play
for next year's European Cup
"will save us,” says Bernard
Taple. the owner of the
scandal-plagued team. reports
AP.

The former European
champions. shoved to the
Second Division next season by
the French Soccer Federation
Friday because of a payoff
scandal, had faced a bleak
outlook, Tapie said in an
interview published Monday in
the newspaper Equipe.

Without the decision
announced Sunday by the
European Soccer Union, "it
was- almost lost. Everyone had
to be sold. Impossible to pull
out of it. But now...," Tapie said.

A self-made millionaire and
leftist member of Parliament,
Tapie on Saturday said he
would appeal the decision by
the French federation. which

also levelled sanctions against

him and flormer team
members.
"I know they want to kill

me. But 1 don't die that easily.”

'Renascence of Muktu oddha

Former Banglade-

sh International
Mohammad Mo-
hsin will lead ne-

in the upcoming football
season scheduled to kick-off
with the DMFA Cup beginming
from April 27

The daring goalkeeper who
has fallen of late fallen out of
favour of the national selectors
i the headlines during the
recent soccer players (rans-
fers when he along with ten
other former and present na-
tional booters joined the hith-
erto unfancied Muktijoddha
Sangsad. now rechristened ag
Muktijodddha Krira Chakra.

The revelation was made

Sports Reporter

season roping some of the cel
ebrated footballers of the
country from the clutches of
the two traditional claimants of
the league title — reigning
champions Mohammedans and
their arch-rivals Abahani Krira
Chakra.

Muktijoddha officials whose
inspirational drive left their
big club counterparts in the
lurch. raising hopes as well of
a new dimension to the rather
monolonous pattern of Lhe
league race, yesterday pas-
sionalely dwelt on their mo-
tives and ideals behind the
most sensational transfer story
in the annals of domestic foot
ball.

Lt Col (retd) Nazrul Islam,
convenor of the club who was

the stagnant situation of coun-
try's soccer arena marked by
the unhealthy dominance of
two clubs. Imbued with the
spirit of liberation. Muktijo-
ddha will never indulge in
hiring foreign players, a
practice going on in full swing
among the top clubs over the
last couple of years.

If all goes well. Muktijoddha
are likely to be real thorns in
the flesh for all three top clubs
— Mohammedans, Abahani and
Brothers even without foreign

players.

Top players bracketed in a
pool of 21 earlier this year by
the big trio, revolted against
the officials who were insisting
on a stipulation and an eventu-

The convenor of Muktuoddhn Krira Chakra Lt Cul (retd) Nazrul hlnm (R) 18 shedding lLight
on the club's anticipated emergence as a major force in domestic football at a crowded press
conference at the club premises yesterday.

yesterday by the club officials
at a press conference held at
the club premises.

A middling team which
made its appearance in First
Division football league way
back in 1985 in the name of
Muktijoddha Sa (freedom
fichters' organisation) took the
football fans by storm at the
onset of this year's football

accompanied among others by
Lt (retd) Manzur Qader. a

official from Abahani,
Manibur Rahman. member
secretary of Muktijoddha
Sangsad central command and
club captain Mohsin reiterated
that Muktijoddha Krira Chakra
will not be in the hunt for
mere title. They will try to in-
ject diversity and dynamism in
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ally ineffective wage reiling

Celebrated footballers rustled
up under the banner of
Football Players' Welfare Asso-
ciation (FPWA) and joined
Muktijoddha Krira Chakra en
masse on April 9 to avenge the
high-handedness of the offi-
cials of Mohammedans, Abaha-
ni and Brothers Union.

Rifles' grapplers
take honours

Bangladesh Rifles finished
top with fve gold, three silver
and two bronze medals in the
17th national wrestling cham-
plonships which concluded at
the National Sports and
Coaching Centre in Dhaka ves-
terday. reports UNB.

Ansars came a close second
securing four gold. three silver
and two bronze medals while
Police became third with one
gold, four silver and four
bronzes.

Dhaka and Munshiganj DSAs
failed to manage any medals
ifrom the 10-weight category
competition.

Forty-seven wrestlers from
five teams took part in the
three-day meet.

Japan, ROK sail
Asian eves b’ball

SENDAI, Japan, Apr 25:
Favoured Japan and South
Korea breezed to easy wins
while Olympic silver medalists
China rested on the upcning
day of the Asian women's bas-
ketball championship hcre
Monday, reports AFP,

Japan trounced Taliwan
109-73 after leading 58-37 at
half-time, and South Korea
showed no mercy in demolish-
ing Hong Kong 165-47 with a
81-20 margin halfway thmugh

Bangladesh Biman
were poised for a
place in the Cup
final of the office
cricket league wh-
en they beal stro-
ng IFIC by seven wickets in an
unfinished match one of the
three matches billed for
yesterday at the Dhaka Stadium.

In an unfinished match,
which had fallen through on
April 10 due to inclement
weather, Biman resumed their
innings of 40 for one in six
overs and collected the re-
quired 92 runs for the loss of
two more wickets.

IFIC featuring some star
cricketers had earlier collected
131 for six from the allotted 25
overs. -

Biman who posted 132 for
three got the bulk of the runs
from Jahangir who made 39.
Shanawaz Shaheed, another na-

Zakaria Imtiaz remained un-
beaten on 29.

Biman “were engaged in a
fascinating day-night contest
- with Techvalley in the first Cup
semifinal when reports last
came in. Biman batted first and

'Biman brace for
Cup final

Sports Reporter

tional cricketer contributed 34.

collected
their quota of 35 overs.

Techvalley were 88 for four
from 25 overs at the time of

filing this report.
In a Plate

Bank by 62 runs.

The Bankers batted first to
muster 138 for six from 25

overs with Kajal making an un-

beaten 40.
Press Club wgge bundled out
for 76 in 21.2 overs with

Russell making 19 and Obayed

N

Jabbar wrestling
begins today

CHITTAGONG, Apr 25: The
traditional Jabbar wrestling
tournament-cum-Baishakhi
Mela will be held at Laldighi
Maidan and its adjoining areas
here tomorrow, reports BSS.

Eminent businessman and
social worker late Abdul Jabbar
had introduced the tourna-
ment in the 30s to encourage,
organise and unite the youths
against the British rule.

25 for four from

quarterfinal tie
held earlier in the day, Press

Club went crashing to Grindlays
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Tendulkar
engaged

BOMBAY, Apr 25: India's
prolific batsman Sachin Ten-
dulkar was engaged today
student Anjall Mehta at a sim-
ple function in the metropolis
yesterday, reports PTI.

Tendulkar also celebrated
his 21st birthday yesterday on

his return from Sharjah after
the six nation Australasia Cup.

According
sources, Anjali is a gold
medalist medical student and
her father Anand Mehta is the
president of Bombay Contract
Bridge Association.

Anand Mehta had also won
several prizes in national
bridge tournaments. Anjali's
mother, Annabelle, is a re-
puted social worker.

Tanima bungles
Sports Reporter

Table leader Tanima Parvin
suffered a set back when she
lost a crucial tie to TWM Rani
Hamid in the penultimate
round of the 15th national
women's chess championship
at the National Sports Council
chess room yesterday.

With this win Rani Hamid
lay hold on the secornid position
and shared the spot with last
year's champion Zakia Sultana,
with both having five and a half
points.

Afroza Khanam of Ansars
who beat Jahanara Haq in this
round now shared the lead
with Tanima. Both have col-
lected six points each.

Shabana Parvin who was
holding the second position in
the seventh round with five
and a half points will play her
adjourned eighth round match
against Selina Banu of Dhaka
University today, a rest day.

Rani Hamid playing with
white pieces defeated a shaky
Tanima in the 31st move.

Gatting back

in reckoning

LONDON, Apr 25: Mike
Gatting hammered 224 not out
for Middlesex on Sunday after
England's new chairman of se-
lectors Ray [llingworth said
experienced older players may
well figure in his Test plans,
reports Reuter.

Former England captain
Gatting made the most of two
escapes on 46 and 146 to haul
the county champions out of
trouble after they followed on
201 behind the England A
team in the season's traditional
Lord's curtain-raiser.

Gatting. who batted seven
and a quarter hours and struck
35 fours from 361 balls, car-
ried Middlesex to 394 for four
declared in their second in-
nings on the fourth and final
day and the game was drawri.

Mingworth said during the
match: "I didn't captain
England until | was 37. and
then played Tests until [ was
41. Experience is worth a hell
of a lot and more so in cricket
than in any other game.” ,

Gatting, 37 in June, was
dropped during last season's
Test series against Australia,
but he said on Sunday: "I'm
always available for England.
home or abroad, although at
the moment I'm just concen-
trating on getting runs lor
Middlesex.

*I spoke to °‘llly’ briefly at
the start of this match and I'm
not really concerned about
whether I'm.in his 50 to watch
or not. He's not really got to
say anything to me — it's more
a case of getting the runs on
the board.”

Where is
Ambrose?

LONDON, Apr 25: Curtly
Ambrose, the world's number
one bowler, was at the centre
of a mystery on Monday, when
he failed to return from the
Caribbean to his English
county, Northamptonshire, re-
ports AFP.

Ambrose, 30, was due to
play for Northants against
Middlesex in the Benson and
Hedges Cup preliminary round
at Lord's here Tuesday.

There were indications that
the Antiguan wanted an extra
break from cricket following
his impressive 26-wicket per-
formance in the 3-1 Test
series victory against England.

Northants chief executive
Steve Coverdale was at Gatwick
Airport in southern England to
meet Ambrose, but the pace-

L3

. man was not on the flight.

"A lot of work has been go-
ing on to make everything
ready for Curtly and when I
spoke to him two days ago, he
gave me no indication that he
wouldn't be arriving today,”
said Coverdale.

"But skipper Allan Lamb has
now contacted him and the
indications are that Curtly feels
he wants to take an extra
break from cricket. At the
moment, we've no idcn how
long that break might

Iceland beat US

CHULA VISTA, California,
Apr 25: Iceland beat the
United States 2-1 (halftime 1-
0) In a soccer friendly played
at Southwesiern College on
Sunday, reports Reuter.

Scorers: Iceland — Helgi
Sigurdsson (20th minute),
Bjrki Gunnlaugsson (86th).

to his family

DH.AKA TUESDAY APRIL 25 1994

Tanima Parvin (R) 1= seemingly at her wit's end during her encounter with veteran I'WM

Rani Hamid in an eighth round match of the 15th national women's championship at the

chess room of the NSC yesterday
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Barcelona close the gap

MADRID, Apr 25
Madrid's two big
rlubs both lost on
Sunday with Atle-
tico perilously
close to relegati
walching the
leading pair pull further away
in the title race. reports
Heuter

Defending champions Bar
celona narrowed the gap be
hind leaders Deportive Coruna
to two points with three
matches to go. winning 4-0
away to Celta on Saturday whik
the Galicians were held 0-0 at
Lerida.

Atletico lost 2-0 at Racing
Santander, who scored
throygh Pablo Alfaro an David
VillaBona. Fifth from bottom on
goal difference they are only
one place clear of having to
play off to stay In the top divi-
shon.

Real Madrid's woeful season
by their own high standards
took another knock with a 2-0
defeat at home to Real
Sociedad. leaving them seven
points adrift of second-placed
Barcelona. "

It was only Real Sociedad’s
second victory in 50 visils to
the Santiago Bernabeu

on and Real

Stadium. Real Madrid played
miserably. creating almost no
chances and at the end irri-
tated fans threw seat cushions
onto the pitch.

Bosnian Meho Kodreo came
back with a flourish from a four
match suspension to hit Real
Sociedad's first goal two min-
utes into the second half.
Imanol Alguacil made it 2-0 in
the B8th minute with a long
clean shot.

Barcelona got off to a flying
start with a first-minute goal
by Bulgarian Hristo Stoichkov.

Second-halfl goals by
Stoichkov, Guillerme Amor
and Quique Estebaranz com-
pleted an im perfor-
mance against a Celta side
tired and broken after losing
the Spanish Cup final to Real
Zaragoza on Wednesday .

"We are two points from
Deportivo, and there are still
six in play.,” Barcelona éoach
Johan Cruyfl said.

Barcelona have been
steadily regaining their stride
after an uneven run earlier in
the season and of the last 24
points in play, they have taken
22. They also have a better goal

difference than Deportivo.
Deportivo coach Arsenio

® Winners' Cu

iglesias made light of the

dropped point. "The league is
our

with the point
achieved.” he said.
But Deportive adopted
conservative game
brought them a string of poor
results in recent matches.
They created few chances de-

troiling h of the
mymdl.:rlﬁhﬁ:ﬂitm

clear-cut shots on goal.

The two leaders have what
should be fairly straightforward
games next weekend, with
Deportive hosting Rayo
Vallecano, Madrid's weakcr
third club., and Barcelona at

hmtnSpu'tmgGIjm

vying ’ur u:rn Cup

phf:tl drew 1-1 in Bilbae.

play in the European Cup

P next season.
Barcelona's smaller

bours Espahol bounced right

Tﬁuﬁngm&r"‘”

son, a 4-0 win over Cadiz on

Saturday clinching prometion
three weeks before’ the end of

grasp. I'm content
we have

the
which

the season.

Medvedev after Sampras

MONTE CARLO,
Apr 25: Andrei
Medvedev says
he's playing his

i best tennis ever

and now has his

sights on Pete Sampras,
reports AP.

If the two meet on clay in
next month's French Open, it
should be a top attraction.

Sampras is hot. He's won
four tournaments in a row, 21
straight matches and is solidly
entrenched in the No | rank-
ing in the ATP Tour rankings.

But Medvedev would be a
formidable opponent if he
plays like he did last week at
the Monte Carlo Open.

Medvedev powered past de-
fending champion Sergi
Bruguera — also the French
Open champion — 7-5, 6-1. 6-
3 Sunday to win the dirs 1.7
million tournament. It was his
seventh title on the pro circuit
and first since last August
when he won the New Haven
tournament.

Two days carlier he beat
Courier in a 3-hour, 19-minute
match that was probably one of
the year's best.

Sampras will be seeking to

7-5, 6-1, 6-3 in the final on Sunday.

his fourth consecutive Grand
Slam tournament at the

French Open.

“If you compare him to gny
other tennis player at the mo-
ment, he is the best one. And
with his kind of game, he can
win for sure. But we are not
going to give it up to easily,”
Medvedev said.

"The guy already won four
tournaments in a row, and also
he won a Grand Slam tourna-
ment this year, so with his
kind of game, he obviously can
win the French Open if he gets
lucky.” Medvedev said. "But
from the claycourter's point of
view, we are ready to take
him.”

Medvedev really took it to
Bruguera, especially in the
second set when Medvedev
won six consecutive games.

"Six games in a row, I
mean, it is not very easy."
Medvedev said. "It was the best
set, probably. of my career.”

On a hot streak, Medvedev
took nine straight games from
the second game in the second
set and had a 3-0 lead on his
way to a 6-3 third set. -

"l was just playing unbeliev-
able.” he said. "1 hoped il was

.i‘-'kr;ainian Andrei Medved;a Itinﬂ the trophy after winni
the Monte Carlo tennis open beating Spain's Sergi Bruguera
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real and wasn't a dream.”

The sixth-seeded Medvedev

won dirs 235,000 for the vic-
tory. Bruguera, seeded fifth,
received dirs 124,000. q-u

guera won Monte Carlo” in

1991, beating Boris Becker,

and last year overcame Cedric

Pioline of France in the final.

Medvedev, ranked No. 9 in
the world, dominated . the
match from the start and won

in one hour, 39 minutes.

"1 think Andrei was playing
very hard all the time. He put

me all the time under

pressure
and maybe that is why I
couldn't play as well as the

other days,” Bruguera said.

At last!

LONDON, Apr 25: It wasn't
exactly like winning Wimble-

don, but it was still cause for
celebration. After 17 years, a

British man has finally won an

ATP Tour tennis tournament,

Teports AP.
When Jeremy Bates de-

feated Joern Renzenbrink of
Germany in Sunday's final of

the Korean Open in Seoul, he
became the first British male
to win in the tour since Mark
Cox in 1977.

Britain's tennis writers, all
in Monte Carlo for the Monte
Carlo Open, shifted gears and
wrote about Bates' victory
6,000 miles away.

"At last!” was the headline
in Monday's Daily Express.
"Jeremy end 17 years ol
British failure.”

-"It is like a monkey of the
back.” said Cox., who now
heads a development program
for British junior players. "It's a
terrific boost for British ten-
nis.”

Since Cox's victory, British
tennis — especially the men's
game — has stayed in the lime-
light mainly as the butt of nu-
merous jokes. In recent years,
British bookmakers have
equated the chances of a
Briton winning Wimbledon

"with the likelthood of a veri-

fied UFO landing.
Last month, Bates led the

country's Davis Cup team as it
reached an all-time low in a
loss to Portugal in a regional
match, pushing the Brits to
the brink of relegation to the
third world of tennis.

For Bates, who turned pro
in 1982, the surprise victory:
in Korea is the highlight of his
singles career.

Though it came at one of
the lesser evenis of the ATP
Tour, Bates' victory will likely
improve his world ranking
from 131 to close to 100, sur-
passing Mark Petchey at No.
104 as Britain's highest-
ranked player. Bates will now
be eligible to go directly inte
the draw at this years
Wimbledon instead of relying
on a wild card berth.
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