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Dangerous Ignorance

Never betore did the Union Parishad (UP)
chairmen, elected representatives of the lowest
tier ol the local government, bring such serious
allegations against the ministers and members of
the parliament as they have done this time. The
accusation is that the representatives of the local
bocdies have been reduced almost to rubber-
stamp functionaries — issuance of certificates is
what they are currently doing — thanks to whole-
sale usurpation of power by the ministers and
MPs.

Then it is not the chairmen and members
alone who feel slighted by the concentration ol
power in the hands of ministers and MPs.
Government-appointed secretaries and village
police have found in the protest a common cause
to align themselves with the elected representa-
tives of the local bodies. So complete has been
the severance of interactions between the high-
est and lowest representatives that the latter
have threatened with the boycott of ministers and
MPs in their respective areas.

Their anger is understandable. For long two
years a bill meant to make the local bodies work-
able and more efficient has been left in the cold
storage. The cancellation of the upazila system
created a great vacuum in the administration and
development works at the local level but nothing
was put in place to fill the gap. We do not know
about the fate of the bill but what we know is that
the great void has fl\'ﬂﬂ rise to frustration on the

art of the elected representatives of the local

jes. "

So the ambivalence in the government policy
and practice is quite clear. The rhetorics for tak-
ing development to people’'s door-steps never re-
ally came to significantly benefit the people at the
grassroots level. This time the momentum cre-
ated by the introduction of upazila system has
once again received a serious setback. Sure
enough, social experts are in favour of strength-
ening the local bodies instead of taking away
powers from them. This government also showed
interest in empowering the local bodies. But the
enthusiasm seems to have died down for reasons
best known to it. A long delay in bringing out any
workable system only helps loosen the govern-
ment grip on the procedure of governance.
Ministers and MPs are but useless if the local
bodies cannot meaningfully contribute to the de-
velopment process and co-operate with the gov-
ernment as partners.

True. many
unenviable records on the development of their
respective areas and the use of government fund.
This does not however disqualify the system as an
effective means for reaching benefits of devel-
opment to the ﬁnple. Rather it is the opposite.
Ministers may responsible for a good macro-
planning, but at the micro-level it is the local
representatives who ought to be charged with its
effective implementation. The tradition of an ac-
countable people’s representative body at the lo-
cal level is what must be developed through
painstaking efforts. —

Earlier, resources were wasted no doubt.
Irregularities and corruption robbed much of the
shine of the upazila system. Yet its merits could
not be denied. The nced was to bring the whole
system in_ order 11-1mu%h a series of reforms,
CEE{‘?(H and balance, not To dismiss it altogether.

The liaison between the lowest tier of the local
bodies must be maintained through an intermedi-
ary body. The more such tiers with effective co-
ordinating and monitoring role the better. Now
the government policy runs counter to this
concept and this is dangerous. To ensure peo-
ple’s participation, they must be given res-
ponsibilities as well a sense of confidence in
their own ability to manage things. Imposition
from the top is bad governance which people

rightly resent.

End of a Statesman of Peace

Richard Milhous Nixon is dead. That the
mention of barely the name is enough for the
world to know who, is a tribute to the former
President of the US. No doubt the Watergate
scandal contributed much to make him familiar
to millions around the globe. But his was never
the picture of an unredeemed conniver speci
to those that care for better understanding
among the nations of the world. Richard Nixon
was the man who after Roosevelt, or better still,
Woodrow Wilson shaped wonderfully to become a
leader of the world - something still awaited —
and not only US's. Nixon indeed served the cause
of world humanity far better than he did his
compatriots'— and that way put the US ahead of
the rest of the nations even morally.

Nixon opened gates to the East — venturing
beyond both the bamboo and the iron curtains
sundering the US's own invisible but nevertheless
dark and impenetrable curtains of pathological
suspicion imiposed by the Dullesian worldview. He
pioneered detente and spearheaded the end of
the cold war that had started world growth over
three long postwar decades.

Henry Kissinger has, on receipt of the news of
. Nixon's death, called his former superior ‘a sin-

ular president.” True enough. But so was

efferson and Lincoln and Roosevelt. Yet each of
these and Nixon were singular in their own
special ways. Most of the 42 presidents of US
are nonentities in world history — quite irrele-
vant to the saga of man’'s development over the
two hundred years that the United States has
been in existence. Not so Richard Nixon. From
1969 to ‘74 — he just wrote himself into world
history by going to Beijing and to Moscow, the
two most inconceivable thing till the late sixties.
The greatest service he rendered both to US
and the world at once was to terminate the
Vietnam War, — a supreme act of courage it was
to make a proud nation swallow an ignominious
defeat in a frontal war.

As these were components of what Nixon had
set out to do av when he embarked upon a

litical career. He dreamed to see the twenty-
irst as the century of peace — after a particularl
volatile preceding one featuring both o
mankind's two world wars. He dreamt of ha
a role in preparing the world for that century o
peace — and we can now say to him, without any
reservation - very very well done indeed.

Nixon was not a man of sterling qualities. But
he knew what was good for the world and perse-
vered with inordinate patience to rake in re-
sults. And here was a right measure for the man

— that he did succeed and with such effect as we -

are benefiting from.

chairmen and members have

!

OME developing countri-

es played their cards

with quite a bit of flourish
at the plenary session of the
Marrakesh conference for
signing of the Urtsguay Round
treaty on global trade. Indeed,
they sent the ball neatly into
the opponents’ court by raising
the Issue of international
migration of labour. Their call
was for easing of immigration
policies to allow for freer
movement of workers across
borders. Analysts are inclined
to read this move as a couhter-
point to the demand raised by
the West for a trade-labour
linkage which could, In
practice., act to limit exports
from low-wage nations.

Some 125 countries partic-
ipated in the Uruguay Round
and 109 of them were repre-
sented in the Marrakesh min-
isterial conference. The con-
ference remained in plenary
session for three days from
April 12 to enable each dele
gation to make a statement. It
took the ministers four hours
on April 15 to put their signa-
tures to the Final Act of the
Uruguay Round., formalizing
the new global trade accord
reached after more than seven
years of tortuous negotiations.
The package of agreements
hammered out during the final
round of talks in December
last year — in all some 26.000
pages — has been billed as the
boldest try yet to open world
markets. Tarifls would be
slashed, subsidies cut and pro-
tectionism abhorred to expand
global merchandise trade. New
set of rules would come into
play to promote trade in ser-
vices. Trading rights would be
better protected through the
introduction of stiff measures
to safeguard intellectual prop-
erty. And, the GATT (General
Agreement on Tarifls and
Trade) would be replaced by
the World Trade Organisation
(WTO) to function as a more
competent authority to oversee
world trading rules and as a
more effective forum for set-
tlement of trade disputes.

On the surface at least, the

MONG the aval.uwche ol
Apﬂlitical ads swihniping
South Alrica s 22 nullion
voters is a messave from the
five-month-old Independent
Electoral Commission. Don't
be afraid, it says — the
Commission and its 10,000
monitors are here to ensure
that the country's first all-race

election will be free and fair.
Voters are finding this reas-

surance iricreasingly hollow. .

The high level of political vio-
lence — combined with the
inevitable logistical problems
of trying to introduce 19 mil-
Hon first-time black voters into
the electoral  process — makes
it unlikely that balloting will
present a shining example of
democracy in action.

"This is not going to be an
election for democratic
purists,” David Welsh, a profes-
sor of politics at the University
of Cape Town, said in an inter-
view. "If you're wanting some-
thing as free and fair as, say.

last year's election in Australia, -

you're not going to get it."
. The . bigge
success of the poll clearly is
going to be in KwaZulu/Natal,

- where more than 10,000 peo-

ple have died in a decade of
political conflict between sup-
porters of Inkatha Freedom

Party leader Mangosuthu
Buthelezi and the African
National (ANC).

More than 200 of those
deaths occurred in the first
fortnight of April despite
President F Wy De Klerk's
March 31 imposition of emer-
gency rule in the troubled
province.

Although his decision was
welcomed by most of the ma-
jor political parties, the de-
ployment of an estimated
3,000 troops to the region has
failed to bring peace to the re-
gion or facilitate unhindered
campaigning in the area.

“"How can you hold an elec-
tion under a state of emer-
gency?" asked an angry
Buthelezi at the time. "What
kind of election can you have
with troops holding guns at
the polling booths?"

It is not yet known how
‘rank-and-file Inkatha members
will respond to the rhetoric
when voting begins. While
some analysts suggest Lhat as
many as half of the country’s
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| — & horrible
inferno?

Sir, The repatriation of .

Rohingya refugees is now very

slow due to the persecution of °

the Rohi in Arakan by the
Nasaka Forces. Their horrible
atrocities make the refugees
fearful to go back to their be-
loved home. They see Arakan
as a horrible inferno and
prefer to be thrown into the
Bay of Bengal than to be there.
Brute Nasaka forces have been
empowered by the SLORC to
carry out anything for clean-
sing the Rohingyas from Ara-
kan. On 24 March, 1994 the
Nasaka abducted eight fisher-
men from the Naf river. On
finding that they were inmates
of the Rohingya refugees
camps, the Nasaka [ired them
after weeklong torture of all
kinds including plucking ol
their teeth. On 2 March. iwo

I youngmen from Nafiterdil of

st threat to the .
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By imposing its own labour codes on

accrues to the poorer nations naturally from their low living standards . . ..

in the West's move to link labour conditions to trade, merely an alibi for new forms of protectionism.

global accord would seem (o
promise a more orderly system
in international trade. Trade
policies would be more trans-
parent, trading environment
more secure and predictable
Yet, new conflicts arose even

durthg the run-up to the
Marrakesh conference As |is
ustial on such occasions, a final

declaraton, to be issued jointly
by the participating countries,
had been billed as an essential
feature of the Marrakesh
events. The world would then
know it as the Marrakesh
Declaration. However, a freshly
emerged dispute, emanating
from the new demand from
the West for inclusion of trade-
labour linkage as an additional
item on the agenda of the
preparatory committee for
setting up the WTO, as part of
its mandate. had threatened to
block the Marrakesh
Declaration. A compromise was
reached barely four days before
the Marrakesh conference. In
the event, the ministers did
issue the final declaration, af-
firming their commitment to
liberalisation of world trade in
goods and ‘services and resis-
tance (o protectionist mea-
sures of all kinds. They also
agreed to work to get the WTO
into operation by January 1.
1995 and undertook to avoid
recourse {0 any trade measures
that could undermine the
Uruguay Round outcome.
However., the latest dispute
has brought a new element of
uncertainty in world trading
environment and tensions re-
main very much alive between
rich and poor nations.

The rich nations profess
that linking trade to labour
standards would improve
workers' conditions world-
wide. Labourers everywhere
will then be assured of a glob-
ally acceptable level of wages
and working conditions. They
also argue that enforcement of

lobal labour standards would

strengthen support for trade
Itheralisation in developed
countries as they would then
no longer be needed to com-
pele with low-wage products.
The advocates of trade-
labour linkage comtend that by
denying their workers decent
wages and appropriate work-
ing conditions. the developing
countries are indulging in
‘social dumping of their low-
cost products in the markets
of the West. They say thal poor
working conditions distert
trade and give the countries
producing goods in these cir-
cumstances, and unfair advan-
tage when they such
products. The developing
countries deny the accusation

of 'social dumping outright.
They argue that differences in
wage levels and working con-
ditions really reflect income
disparities belween countries.
It's not that they have deliber-
ately created such conditions
to cheat on the West. These
disparities cannot be removed
just by prescribing interna-
tional labour standards and
linking them to trade. Rather,
sych arbitrary measures would
stifle their growth, developing
countries add. worsening the
working conditions.
Developing countries go fur-
ther and say that in the face of
increased competition from
third-world exports, the rich
nations have chosen the plank
of 'social dumping more as a
means to protect their sell-in
terest than to improve the
condition of workers all over
the world. By imposing its own
labour codes on the third
world, the West is really trying

South Africa Bites the Ballot

Messy, Flawed — but Rea

ALONG MY WAY

to blunt the competitive edge
that accrues to the poorer na

tions naturally from their low
living standards. the argument
goes on. Developing countries
thus read in the West's move
to link labour conditioms to
trade. merely an alibi for new
forms of protectiornism.

We know now that the
trade-labour linkage dispule
did not derail the Marrakesh
proceedings eventually
However, the compromise deal
merely postponed the substan-
tive debate. rather than erase
the differences. The temporary
truce allowed the proponents
of the move for inclusion of
labour standards in the global
trade accord. to raise the issue

during the Marrakesh confer-
ence but ruled out any sub-
stantive discussion on the
matter on that occasion. At the
same time, it was also agreed
that at the subsequent Geneva
meetings of the preparatory
committee for setting up the
WTO. the trade-labour linkage
issue could be brought up as a
new agenda item. The propo-
nents of the move would then
find an opportunity to try to
have the subject included in
the mandate of the WTO.

In parenthesis. it ought to
be noted that the understand.
ing reached when the deal on
the global trade accord was
struck in Geneva last
December, precluded inclu-

sion of additional items till the
signing of the (reaty.

Apparently, a departure from
the principle was made Lo ac-
commodate the trade-labour
linkage issue However. this
special dispensation has also

Arlene Getz writes from Johannesburg
With murder and intimidation and voter ignorance tﬁmg their toll, says a South Am

professor of politics, “this is not going to be an election for democratic purists.” Nevertheless,
it will give a good indication of people’s preferences.

countries thus read

opened up possibilities for
putting up additional new

agenda items for the WTO
preparatory committee. Most
likely freeing movement of
labour across borders would
come up as one such additional
new agenda item, this time to
be raised by the developing

countres

At the plenary session of
the Marrakesh conference, ad-
vocates for freer movement of
workers internationally, from
among the developing coun-
tries, argued that the relation-
ship between immigration
policies and global trade was
direct and apparent. They
made a strong plea for inclu-
sion of the subject in the
WTO's mandate.

[t thus seems that the
WTO's preparatory committiee
will have to address the sub-
ject of freer movement of
workers across national
boundaries. The issue should
he of special interest to a

of unskilled workers
seeking employment. The
services component of Lhe
global trade accord covers
movement of labour. However.
the specific issue of freeing
the movement of unskilled
workers was lefl out of the
deal on the Uruguay Round,
reached in Geneva last
December But, so was the
matter of linking wages and
working condition with trade.

Now that the preparatory
committee for setting up the
WTO would be taking up the
issue of movement of labour in-
ternationally as an additional
agenda item, a labour-surplus
country like Bangladesh shouid
strongly support the move for
inclusion of the subject in the

mandate of the new world or- -

ganization. There should be
globally standardized rules

sonably Accurate

The top four names on the ANC list

eight million Zulus may take

- up arms to protest against the

perceived insult to the Zulu
King. others believe that even
Inkatha supporters privately
may welcome the opportunity
lo cast their ballots. :
One indicating came in
March when a survey by the
independent Institute for
Multiparty Democracy showed
more than half of Inkatha's
Natal/KwaZulu supporters
planed to defy Buthelezi's
election boycott by going to
the polis. -
The survey also showed

Buthelezi had lost substantial

support in his provincial
stronghold, with only 21 per
cent saying they were behind
him. Nelson Mandela’'s ANC
was the most popular party,
scoring the projected backing
of 36 per cent of the region.
Any easing of the violence
may, however. come too late
for many of Natal's voters. The
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Maungdaw = township were
taken away by Nasaka, beaten
severely and asked to climb a
tree. and were shot. Another
two are floating in the Naf
‘river. That is within a week
the brute Nasaka killed 12
Muslims while there are three
UNHCR members staying at
Maungdaw.

Many religious scholars are
subjected to severe punish-
ment for their disapproval ol
Nasaka's activities against
Islam. Many Ulemas in Arakan
were arrested, tortured and
jailed by the Nasaka.

Severe kind of punishments
are applied to the Rohingya
women too. They have to lose
their dear hairs for their re-
fusal to abandon Islamic her-
itage. Rohingya girls have been
collected in army barracks un-
der the pretext of vocational
training. Muslims in Arakan
are not allowed to marry freely.
They have to take prior per-

@ Each party gets representatives in the National Assembly in proportion o its total number of votes.
-lm#mmmmm-mmmmp&mnnmamm

® So, if wins one-third of total votes, it will get one-third of representatives in the Assembly, and those
Mﬂlhhﬂwﬂh::ﬁt list of names.
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Inkatha boycott still means

that those seen at polling sta-
tion have forfeited their right
to secrecy by making it clear
their vote is not for Buthelezi.

And while a visible military
presence may enable them to
make their crosses, it will
provide little protection when
those residents have to return
to their remote homes to face
what many believe will be an
effective death warrant.

"Having a secret vote will
not reassure someone who
can't be a secret voter,”
warned the Institute for’
Multiparty Democracy.

An added problem is the

.lack of time before the poll.

Buthelezi's refusal to partici-
pate has left many rural
dwellers — ‘particularly those
in areas controlled by pro-
Inkatha chiefs — afraid or un-
able to obtain the identity doc-
uments needed to vote.

There also has been a se-
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mission for that though it is
not required for non-Rohin-

Extraction of forced labour
from the Rohingyas now has
taken the shape of slave labour.
Rohingyas are not allowed to
travel from one village to an-
other. Travel to Rangoon is
unthinkable for Rohingyas even
in case of life and death ques-
tion. Despite their centuries
old settlement in Arakan. Lhe
Rohingyas are still branded as
aliens ol Bengalee stock.

It is high time the SLORC
should be made to restore the
indigenous status of the ethnic
Rohingyas of Arakan and re-
solve all their problems thro-
ugh negotiated settlements.
The SLORC should not ignore
Rohingyas to be at peace-talks
in the interesi of the Union of
Burma.

Jilani,
Arakan, Burmea.

vere shortage of the voter edu-
cation so vital for illiterate or
semi-educated first-time vot-
ers. Buthelezi's control of his
fiefdom has left some ignorant
of even such basic matters as
the election date.

Voter education pro-
grammes are also under threat
following the murder of a
number education workers in
recent months.

In one incident earlier this
year, several teenage ANC sup-
porters were massacred

, shortly belore a planned train-

ing seminar and in another, on
12 April, eight printing em-
ployees were hacked to death
as they handed out pamphlets

" in the township of Ndwedwe.

Such difficulties are not
confined to KwaZulu/Natal or
the country's other persistent
trouble spot on the East Rand,
outside Johannesburg.

Apart from various reported
incidents of fake identity doc-
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'dead bodies'

Sir, Whom are we looling!
First we behave arrogantly
or/and in a callous manner,
kill our young ones and then
go for politics with 'dead bod-
ies'. The newspaper headlines
of 9 April read, 'Paran Org
Secy of Lalbagh BCL,' 'Paran Jt
Convener of Lalbagh Thana
JCD'. That was not enough.
One party goes for gayabi

janaza and the other removes

the body by helicopter as al-
leged. AL leaders earlier had
gone to the hospital to see the
worker nay Lhe leader and the
father of the other was inter-
viewed at Sugandha by the BNFP
leaders, seemingly in a race for
grabbing the ownersirp of the
dead bodies.

[t seems that the political
parties are engaged in refer-
ring any casualty as their

uments issued to under
the voting age of 18, field-
workers réport persistent dif-
ficulties in obtaining access to
the 1.5 million farmworkers
living on white-owned farms
across the country.

Although some farmers have
allowed voter education semi-
nars to take place on their
properiy, many conservative
landowners openly defy the
law by refusing to allow ANC or
Pan Africanist Congress can-
vassers on their properties.

Restrictions on this vulner-
able group — thousands of
whom work in archaic condi-
tions of near slavery — are
likely to be aggravated on the
election days, when farm
workers will be totally depen-
dent on their employer's
goodwill for transport to
polling stations.

Continuing political intoler-
ance is another problem for
citizens trying to keep in-
formed of their voting options.
If traditionally black parties
find it hard to gain access to
farms, the once-white parties
are experiencing difficulties
canvassing in black townships.

De Klerk and even Mandela
have been stoned by opponents
on electioneering roadshows
and some of De Klerk's town-
ship rallies have had to be can-
celled because of protesters.

The Liberal Democratic
Party also has been chased off

_the mostly "coloured” (mixed-

race) University of the Western
Cape and several members
have been assaulted. .

In the Transkei, a nominally
independent homeland run by
ANC ally Bantu Holomisa, De
Klerk's National Party only re-
cently received Holomisa's

~ permission to open up an of-

fice to reach the millions of
voters resident 13.1 the terri-

-

leader and we
have college students and even
school ones in their list of
leaders! !

worker., nay

Col Mirza Shafi (Rid)
Member. Lelter
Forum
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Writers’

A truth on Rohingyas

Sir, Many heard or read
about Hitler's Dachau, Auch-
writz, Rovenscraft death cam-
ps and SS and Gestapo but few
know of Burmah's secret
police, SLORC, 'death camp
Frangfru, Nasaka death camp
in Arakan where the returned
refugees are tortured, and shot
— with ditches to bury them
dug by themselves before
death. It's a failure of Al, US,
[INHCR. An Asian glant equips
and dittos its atrocity. It's
wrong o think that refugees

-

Barriers to Labour Migration should Come down

world, the West is really trying to blunt the competitive
Developing

governing immigration. The
developing countries move in
this regard should not be seen
just as a counter-point to the
West's proposals for linking
labour standards with trade.

For a migrant-sending country
such. as Bangladesh, this is a
substantive issue too. it is,
trade benelils accruing Mo the
least developed coundries from
the global accord is of doubtful
import. The benefits derived
by them from special conces-
sions hitherto extended to
them by the developed coun-
tries, including the
Generalized System of
Preferences (GSP) would face
erosion. A GATT study released
on the occasion of the
Marrakesh conference shows
that the least developed coun-
tries would gain only a 25 per
cent reduction in tariffs on ex-
ports of industrial goods
although the world's advanced
economies would cut tariffs en
their industrial imports by 38

per cent on average.
The oil-exporting dewvelop-

ing countries have taken in
hundreds of thousands of mi-
grant unskilled workers. Most
of the newly industrializing de-
veloping countries also are ac-
cepting migrant labourers.

immigrant professionals seem
to have been able to carve a
niche for themselves in the
industrial countries in the
West. Unskilled migrant work-
ers. however, continue to face

" barriers in entering these

countries. Nonetheless. some
of them do get into the mi-
grant-receiving fndustrial
countrics, albeit illegally, and
find employment. The trend
helps reckless trafficking in
irregular migrant workers to
flourish. Easing of immigration
rules globally could make
movement of workers across
borders freer, render the in-
dustrial nations’ policies on
economic migration more
transparent and bring the
labour-surplus least developed
countries more solid gains
from the global trade accord.

be held in these circum-
stances? This is the gquestion
that will have to be answered
by the Independent Electoral
Commission (IEC).

16 respected local and foreign
members, the Commission's
brief is to held organise and
monitor the election and then
pronounce whether it has been
"substantially free and fair.”

The term “"substantially” is
not defined and criteria for
reaching its conclusion will in-
clude whether v was
peaceful and secret; freedom
of access to polling stations;
extensive voter education and
a transpayent procedure for
counting ballots.

The Commission's powers
are extensive. In mid-April it
fined the ANC 100,000 Rand
for disrupting one of De
Klerk's election tours in the
Venda homeland.

Its biggest sanction. how-
ever, is its ability to invalidate
any poll result it deems not
substantially free and fair. This
could range from excluding
the resulis of an individual
polling station or region —
such as KwaZulu/Natal — to
nullifying the entire election.

Such a drastic abrogation of
the poll is clearly a last resort
and unlikely to happen unless
the country descends into un-
precedented anarchy and
mayhem during the poll.

“Because the consequences
of the IEC rejecting the elec-
tion are so appalling, my
hunch is that there's going to
be a conspiracy to declare that
they have been substantially
free and fair,"” said Welsh.

Nevertheless, the fact that
South Africa's first real poll is
unlikely to meet the standards
of industrialised democracies
did not necessarily mean it
would not reflect the will of
the voters. .

"I think it's going to be
messy, | think it's going to be
flawed,” noted Welsli. "But at
the end of the count you will
get a reasonably accurate pic-
ture of the distribution of
people’'s political preferences.”
— GEMINI NEWS

- ARLENE GETZ is southern
Africa correspondent of the
‘Sydney Morming Herald'.
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consider morsel of reliel food
in the squalid, crammed,
make-shift shelters. The reply
to any candid query as to why
they refuse to return is they
would be devoured by blood
thirsty, profane hyenas lying in
wait. Our headache is social,
political, economical, ecologi-
cal and environmental. Signed
treaties and MOU for them are
Julfe Boxes of Las Vegas.

To allow the first civilian
Singaporean PM last week to
visit their country, the military
junta homeworked for one
month. It ignored USA which
recorded it in world situation
data bank in State Deptt. as it
is not South Korea. However,
we sincerely hope our friendly
neighbour will go by its com-
mitment, ensure civil and hu-
man rights of the returnees.

Ghulain Murshid
Diwabon



