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Gachihata — a farm with a difference ™

KOTIADI (Kishoreganj) : A
100-acre farm in Gachihata
union here stands proudly as
testimony to what magic pri
vate initiatives can work in the
country's agriculture sector.

Some 100 kilometers from
the capital, the Gachihata
* Aqua-Culture Farms [Ltd. is now
a household name to the [ish-
ermen qf Kishoregan] — where
integrated fisheries is still a
foreign word, and fishing
means just hauling from the
‘h@ors’ (huge natural waterbod-
jes) and selling in the market.

The Gachihata Farm ac-
commodates 53 fish ponds
along with 12,000 poultry and
89 livestock and earns about
Taka 40 thousand a day.

Now, a pick-up truck
loaded with some 500 kilo-
grams of fish, about 2500 eggs
and 120 litres of milk speeds
through the unmetalled rural
roads to catch the early morn-
ing train to Dhaka where the
'‘farm-fresh’ products sell
quickly in the morning.

"This all happened when |
went for integrated farming
instead of our traditio fish-
eries practice,” said Md.
Akhfaruzzaman MP, the owner
of the farm.

Briefing a group of visiting
journalists Saturday. he
pointed out that it was a little
planning. innovation and lots
of hard work that yielded 'gold’
in his th.'

The whole farm area is di-
vided into 53 ponds of differ-
ent sizes. These waist-deep
waterbodies are embanked
high above the usual flood wa-
ter level so that no water, ex-
cept rain, could enter or spill
over the ponds.

The poultry sheds are built
in the ponds on long bamboo
poles while cattle paddocks
are raised on the embank-
ments.

Besides, 15,000 mahogany
saplings have been planted all

By Masud Hasan Khan

over the farm area.

‘Il was not easy to start the
farm.... and everyone thought |
had gone nuts.” recalled
Akhtaruzzaman.

The office building of the
Gachihata Farm looked like a
western ranch house and a
Bangladeshi khamar bari. In a
spacious veranda. Lhere were
two autographed portrails of
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia with a slogan below:
"People are the source of all
power .’

Around the office building,
there were blocks of ponds
stretching towards the little
villages near the horizon.

The BNFP MF said that he
started the venture in 1987
with only eight bighas ol low-

lying land in Kaladhara beel
(marsh) which he purchased
from the local farmers.

Part of the land used to get
inundated during the rainy
season and produced only one
crop annually while the farm-
ers remained unemployed for
11 months

Akhtaruzzaman excavated
the land further, raised mud
walls around the ponds and re-
leased carp fingerlings —
Rohit. Katla, Mrigel and Grass
Carp.

However., two successive
productions suffered serious
blows during the 1988 and
1989 floods which submerged
one third of the country.

"l almost broke down and I
knew it was my last opportu-
nity to prove what | believe in.”
said the soldier-turned-farmer.
"I thought over the situation
time and again., planned alter-
natives and those worked.”

The Gachihata Aqua-Culture
Farm has so far invested Taka
five crore and the present rate
of return is plus 30 per cent
per day. he said.

Akhtaruzzaman said that he
took two credits — Taka 33

lakh from MIDAS and Taka 70
lakh from SABINCO — which
he had paid back in due time.
The fish-milk-egg-chicken
farm now permanently em-
ploys 150 people from the lo-
cality, he informed.
Explaining the secrets of
his success in integrated farm-
ing. the MP pointed out that
there was no alternative to in-
creased production in a ‘land-
hungry and over-populated’

:—1: said (hat a typical one

acre plot, which produces rise
worth Taka 25,000, could
yield fish, milk, egg and
chicken worth Taka four lakh a
year.

Besides, the rice producers
had no jobs for most of the
vear and they have to live on
money from the rest of the

employed population, he said.
Again, crops falled because of

frequent flooding, pest attacks
and other natural disasters.

Integrated farming. on the
other hand, employs people
round the year, produces more
and generates money among
the poor. he added.

Akhtaruzzaman suggested
that the seven lakh acres of
floodplains in the country.
most of which remained uncul-
tivated most of the year, could
be brought under integrated
farming for higher production.

However, the system works
better when individuals form
cooperatives. he pointed out,

The MP. representing
Kishoreganj. said he wants to
switch over from sweet water
fisheries to inland shrimp cul-
tivation for exports.

"Our land really yields
gold.... think about the new
markets in Asia and your prod-
ucts being exported there.” an
optimistic Akhtaruzzaman co-
mmented.

"Of course, that will depend
on how we face the ¢hallendes
of the future,” he added.
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Hasina discusses political
situation with diplomats

Leader ol the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina met with
diplomats of 12 countries at a
l:l yg_ltrdav and apprised

the couniry's latest
Pﬂl.lih'.ll and economic

situation, reporis UUNB,

Meeting sources said Hasina
explained to the envoys the
political necessity. of a non-
partisan caretaker government
for ensuring fairness of general
elections, making Parliament
effective anid economic devel-
opment of the country for im-
proving condition of the peo-
ple

:l‘he briefing, the second in
10 days, took place during a

'coffee morning’
tion ol! Errtt’;gag F?c}répg‘l:'l
tary SAMS Kibria, a member of
the Advisory Council of the
Awami League president.
Meeting sources said the
ambassadors of Egypt, Myan-
mar. Shri Lanka and the PLO,
senior diplomats from Iran,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Kuwait,
the Philippines, Rumania and
Bhutan and the representative
of the Eurepean Union

_Ma_d views wlt.h Hasina

and her paiiyv leaders in an
informal and [riendly atmo-
sphere.

During the two-and-a-half
hour talks, Hasina was assisted
by Deputy  Leader of the

Opposition Abdus Samad Azad,
Abdul Mannan, Zillur Rahman,
Amir Hossain Amu, SAMS
Kibria and Abul Hassan
Chowdhury.

The Awami Leagwe chief,
who is currently leading an
opposition move for a care-
taker government to hold na-
tional elections, thus has held
talks with diplomats from 29
countries based in Dhaka.

On April 13 a similar 'coffee
morning' was hosted for
diplomats of 17 countries at
the residence of Kibria, when
the Leader of the Opposition
let them know the Awami
League's position over the cur-
rent political developments in
the country.

"We're fully satisfled," SAMS
Kibria told UNB when asked to
comment on the outcome of

yesterday's parley with the en- I
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Media coverage

From Page 1 Col 7

The BNP, too, had sup-
ported 24-hour, '48-hour and
72-hour hartals during the
anti-Ershad agitation, but after
assuming power they are now

propagating against hartals.

'Hartal is a major mode of
democratic struggle." Hasina
said. "We do not like calling
hartals against this govern-
ment. During the past three
years, we did not organise any
agitations through hartals and
sieges. We gave the govern-
ment enough time but this
inefficient government has
pushed the country to the
verge ol a disaster.”

"There had been no foreign
investment in the country
[during the past three years).
The governgent politicised
the educational institutions,
the administration as well as
the bus terminals.” she told
the NFS.

She said if the Opposition is
allowed to project its pro-
grammes over Radio and TV,
there would be no need to call
any hartal.

"Many problems will be
solved if we are allowed cover-

age in Radio and Television.”
she said.

Christians

From Page 1 Col 4
and said that was why we were
equally respectful to all reli-
gions. She said Shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman was
the first president whp was
present the pre-X-Mas festival
in 1979 and also met Pope
John Paul in Vatican City in

1978.
Begum Zia mentioned that
she, too, called on the Pope

last year and des:zr!hed the re-

lationship between Bangla--
deshi and world Christian as -

very close.

She also described the
Christian community as an in-
separable part of the culture
and heritage of Bangladesh and
wished they would continue to
put in their efforts to develop
the country.

She said her government
was also eager for the overall
welfare of the Christians in
this country and announced
that Taka one crore would be
earmarked for the develop-
ment of the community. She
also announced a grant from
her personal fund for the
Bangladesh Christian Associa-
tion. :

sEarlier, on her arrival at the
venue, the Pritne Minister was
given a hearty welcome and
-standing ovation by thousands
of Christians. Later, the Prime

function participated by reno-
wned artistes of the coun

Sylhet blockade

From Page 1 Col 5
gramme a success.

The people of Sylhet have
been agitating for establishing

-a division for quite a long time
and their campaign geared up
immediately after the an-
nouncement of the Barisal di-
vision last-year.

The Action Council would
also organise a day-long sit-in
near the airport. There has
been a long-standing demand
for the airport to be upgraded
into an international standard
aerodrome.

Minister enjoyed a cultural

*| Asian community,

EE

Vlmlmg BrltlshMI‘ Ktllh .Vnz cnlled on Awlml Leam chief and Leader of the Dppn-mtmn n

Parliament Sheikh Hasina at her Minto Road residence yesterday.
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Dhaka can be centre: British MP | Call to make Apr 26

From Page 1 Col 4

the country to project not only
its traditional heritage but also
the formidable strides it has
made In trade. business and
industry.

Vaz said the negative ipnage
of Bangladesh will be vastly
corrected before the British
public through the London
Festival.

Vaz also expressed the hope
that by the year 2000 Bangla-
desh will not only become a
strong country, but also a
strong economic power,

He suggested that to
strengthen the economic in-
terests of Bahgladesh. a joint
British-Bangladesh Trade
Mission should be set up. He

said a similar mission had been *

sel up between India and
Britain which had contributed
to boosting trade of both the
countries.

The British MP said the
including
Bangladeshis., were contribut-
ing a lot to the British econ-

omy.. He disclosed that every
year 1.7 billion pound sterling

of the British GNP was con-
tributed by the Asian business
community.

Vaz said that he was quite
concerried about the way the
immigration laws in Britain
have been tightened. "It is a
matter of worry that the right
of appeal against a visa refusal
ended last year,” he said.

He promised that if the

'Llhuurl'artymmtﬂdbuckm

power it would revive the ap-
peal law and try to make im-
migration laws ‘less discrimi-

'Reslst attacks on NGOs"

natory.. He was critical of the
fact that the immigration laws
were not “generally fair” to-
wards people in the subconti-
nent and other Asian coun-
lries. He also agreed thal there
was racial discrimination in
Britain which needed to be
changed through legislation.
Speaking about the politics
ol his own country, he said
that public opinion polls indi-
cated the Labour Party was 25
per cent ahead in the pupullr

ity ratings.

“Our leader John Smith is a
very eflective , and we be-
lieve we will be able to win the
next elections, due in 1997."

Within the next several
months. there will be six by-
elections and the Conservative
waould lose of all them. Vaz
predicted.

His wife Maria Fernandes,
who is a social worker, is also
an exponent of fair and more
equitable immigration laws for
Asians. She is herself an immi-

gration lawyer. Her parents,
also of Goanese stock, lived in

Kenya.

Vaz, who is also one of the
patrons of the London Festival,
being promoted by Bangladeshi
restaurateur Amin Ali, is mak-
ing a quick trip to Sylhet to-
day and hopes to visit Bang-
ladesh at the end of the year
-again.

‘Concluding the interview,
Vaz said: “1 will have to be

k in London on Tuesday to
_\?:31- against the government.

e opposition will not win,
but [ will perform my duty.”

By Staff Qﬂrreapundent

Seventy two noted persons
representing the various pro-
fessions, in'a joint statement
yesterday, called upon the
people to take a united stand
against those issuing so called
religious pronouncements on
various matters.

In this connection they re-

ferred to the pronouncement
of a death sentence against one
Noorjahan by an unauthorised
village court (Shalish} in Sylhet
and which was executed last
year.
Such activities have spread
to other parts of the country,
including Faridpur, Mymen-
singh, Jessore, Sirajganj. Ran-
gpur, Bramhanbaria and Bogra,
they said, adding that the so-
called religious leaders did not
even hesitate to humiliate a
college girl in Munshiganj for
working for an NGO.

The statement said
although these attacks initially
started against the women.
some men were also not
spared.

The latest targets of such
attacks are the various NGOs of
Lthe country, the statement

said, adding that the so-called
religious leaders were involved
in attacks on the educational
institutions even on the trees
planted by the voluntary devel-

opment organisations.

They have taken the law in
their own hands by ignoring
the legal system of the coun-
try, but surprisingly the gov-
ernment has been silent on
the issue, the signatories to
the statement alleged. The po-
litical parties, toe, were not

raising their voice, they added.
The statement was signed

by. among others, Begum Sufia
Kamal, Dr Nilima Ibrahim, Prof
Kabir Chowdhury, Justice Ke-
maluddin Hossain, K M So-
bhan, Prof Zillur Rahman Sid-
digi, Poet Shamsur Rahman,
Quayyum Chowdhury. Rehman
Sobhan, Sayeed Atiqullah, Mo-
zaffar Ahmed, Dr Atiur Rah-
man., Towab Khan, Wahidul
Huq, Kazi Shahed Ahmed, Ra-
hat Khan, K G Mustafa, Maleka
Begum, Muhammad Jahangir,
Rafiqunnabi, Subir Nandi,
Khushi Kabir, Shamsuzzaman
Khan, Asad Chowdhury, Naren
Biswas, Santosh Gupta.

Teachers' st;nke continues

From Page 1 Col 5
commiltee sources said.

The' liaison commitlee had
rejected a, similar offer of the
Education Minister last week
because the meeting was for all
the associations of the private
teachers. Thig time, the
meeting is likely to be con-
fined between the minister
and the liaison commiitee of
six different organisations of
the non-government school
and college teachers, it is
learnt. ' ;

In the proposed meeting,
the government- is expected to
accept the major demand of
the” striking teachers — equal
benefits as enjoyed by theé na-
tionalised schools and col-
leges, sources said.

"“The lialson committee is,
however, preferring the Prime
Minister's intervention into
their affairs arguing that the
Education Minister had failed
several itimes to resolve the
crisis.

Meanwhile, the committee

al a meeting yesilerday decided
to stage demonstrations at all

the thana headquarters, and
gherao the offices of the Thana
Nirbahi Officers on April 28

and hold agitations at the dis-

trict headquarters and gherao
the offices of the Deputy
Commissioners on April 30.

. The meeting, held at the

New Model High School in the
capital with Kamruzzaman in
the chair, also called upon the
striking teachers to attend to-
day's rally at the central
Shaheed Minar in the city.

+ The meeting strongly pm-

‘tested and termed unfounded

the Education Minister's
comment with the UNB thatl
on additional amount of Tk
3000 crore would be required
[or increasing 30 per cent
government assistance for the
private sector teachers. "For
the current 70 per cent
assistance that include salary,

house rent, medical allowance

and one increment, Taka 526
crore is required annually.” a
resolution of the meeting said
adding, "for the extra 30 per
cent. the additional money will
be Taka 176 crore 68 lakh

Principal Kazi ‘Faruk
Ahmed, Dr M Akhteruazaman,
Sheikh Amanullah, Prof An-
surur Rahman, Prof Asadul
Haq, Hazera Khatun, Prof A N
Rasheda were present in the
meeting.

Thirty-two university teach-
ers. writers, artists, lawyers
and architects in a joint siate-
ment yesterday urged the gov-
ernment to accept the de-
mands of the striking teachers
for the greater interest of the
country's education.

| Lalled

hartal a success

upon the

, make the dawn-to-dusk hartal

| on April 26 an allout success to
| realise the demand for resig-

nation of the BNP government
and general elections under a
caretaker administration, re-
ports UNB.

Banglabazar editor
granted bail

By Staff Correspondent
Editor of The Banglabazar

| Patrika Matiur Rahman Chow-

dhury and Publisher Moham-

yesterd®¥y by the Chief Metro-
politan Magistrate Court

Hearing of the case will be
held on May 20, 1994,

Chiefl Metropolitan Magis-
trate Shahid Uddin had issued
a warrant of arrest against Lhe
editor and publisher of the
newspaper Thursday following
a defanialion suit filed by
Special Envoy of the Frime
Minister. M Maorshed Khan

Wanted criminal

arrested
By Staff Correspondent
Deteetive police yesterday
arrested Gazi Kamrul Islam

Sajal, wanted for the murders
of two students — Mirza Ghalib

{ and Liton —who were gunned

down on the Dhaka University
campus last year. Sajal was
picked up from the Dhania
Amin Market under Demra

J thana at about 7-30 pm.

Sajal. 28, is also accused of

crimes, including an attem-
pted murder of a student
leader and the harassment of a
resident student of the Sham-
sunnahar Hall of Dhaka Uni-
versity.

UNB adds: Sajal is a central
leader of Awami League-backed
Chhatra League.

Sajal, a close associate of
former JCD leader Golam
Faruk Ovi, was wanted for a

long timeé, police said.

brought out a procession on
the Dhaka University campus
after getting the news of Sajal's
arrest. They also damaged
some vehicles in the campus
area, witnesses said.

Meanwhile, at least 10
gunshots were heard near the
VC’'s residence 'and Mohsin
"Hall yesterday evening.*

Biswas, Khaleda
condole
Nixon's death

The President and the
Prime Minister have sent mes-
sages of condolence to US
President William J Clinton
‘expressing deep sorrow at the,
snd demise of former US
Iresident Richard M Nixon,
reports UNB.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas and Prime Minister
Begumn Khaleda Zia conveyed
their sincere condolences to
the members of the bereaved
family and the American na-
tion.

Foreign trade

From Page 1| Col 7
the major problem for the
peoples of the South Asian re-
gion.

All statesmen of the seven
South ‘Asian countries in the
summit had attached special
importance to poverty allevia-
tion by the year 2002.

Addressing the Cabinet sub-
committee meeting, the Prime
. Minister said poverty allevia-

tion programimes would be
made successful through eco-

nomic growth and creation of

employment opportunities and
self-employment projects.

Begum Zia underlined the
need for taking up separate
employment generation pro-
grammes for the educated and
uneducated youths and women.

Foreign Minister ASM Mos-
tafizur Rahman, Agriculture
Minister M Majid-ul . Hug,
Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman, Industries Minister
AM Zahirudin Khan, Coe-
mmerce Minister Shamsul
Islam and State Minister for
Planning Dr A Moyeen Khan at-
tended the meeting.

Sheikh Hasina yesterday
people Lo

mad Zakaria were granted bail

being involved in a dozen other

Chhatra League ‘activists
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7 Islamic FMs meet in

NY Apr 27

ISLAMABAD. Apr 23: Pakistan has conveped seven Islamic
loreign minmisters in New York mext week to discuss the

desperate situation
Gorazde.

in the
the Foreign Ministry said today. Besides Pakistan,

Bosnian Muslim enclave of

foreign ministers from Egypt. Turkey, iran, Senegal. Malaysia
and Saudi Arabia are to attend the conference, which was

convened in consultation with Hamid Algabid, Secretary
General of the 5]1-nation Organisation of islamic Conference

{OI1C)

a senior official said. The conference will be held on

April 27 in New York, reports AFP.

Serbs shell Gorazde

SARAJEVO, Apr 23: Bosnian Serbs shelled the town of
Gorazde Saturday in defiance of a NATO warning the day be-
fore to immediately stop their attacks or face air strikes. Aid
workers in the Muslim enclave 35 miles southeast of Sarajevo
reported shelling before and after the noon (1000 GMT)
deadline for a cease-fire that Bosnian Serb leaders had agreed

to Frn:ta: E

Richard Nixon dead

From Page 1 Col 8
said.

A statement from the
Richard M. Nixon Presidential
Library and Birthplace in Yorba
lLinda. California said the body

' will be flown te Callfornia on

Tuesday and will lie in state in
the library's lobbv for public
at 3 PM
The viewing will continue
through the night until 11 am
Wednesday

A military color guagd,
which had been standing by
while Nixon was in the hospi-
tal left the hospital without
heing seen The soldiers may
have left through underground
tunnels around the hospital.

All three networks inter-

| rupled regular programming

to condole the death and pre-
serit highlights of Nixon's ca-
reer The news drew expres-
sion of sorrow from both polit-
ical friends and foes.

President Clinton called a
news conference in the Rose
Garden to make the formal an-
nouncement

It was deeply grateful to
President Nixon for his wise
counsel on many occasions,”

Clinton said. "Our relationship
continued to be warm and
constructive... He went out of
his way to give me his best ad-
vice "

Hanif to enjoy
rank and status
of a minister

The governmeni has de-
cided that Mayor of the Dhaka
City Corporation (DCC) Moha-
mmad Hanil would enjoy the
rank and status and other
related facilities of a minister
during his tenure in the office
of Mavor of the DCC. an official
handout said in Dhaka yester-
day. reports BSS.

The mayors of Chit
City Corporation (C€C). Khulna
City Corporation (KCC) and
Rajshahi City Cerporation
(RCC) ABM Mohiuddin Chow-
dhury. Sheikh Tayebur Rah-
man., and Mizanur Rahman
Minu respectively will enjoy
the rank and status and other
facilities of a state minister
during their tenure in the of-
[ices of mavor of those cities.
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CHANGE OF
TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Phoenix Insurance is pleased ko inform its valued 5
of the following changes in®
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OLD NUMBERS

= Chairman

» Managing Director

®* Company Secretary
DGM (Re-Ins)
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