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Message from Paris

This year's Paris Consortium meeting was one
with some significant differences, compared to
most of the previous ones. For one, desh
went to it comparatively better placed to argue its

case, being greatly bouyed by the macro-eco-
nomic discipline it has been able to bring about.
The fact of low inflation rate scored high marks

with the donors who had hardly thought it possi-
ble. The higher percentage of domestic share of
the development ‘kitty’, which is in effect the re-
sult of greater domestic resource mobilization,
was also something that Finance Minister, Saifur
Rahman, could put forward as example of the
success of his economic policies.

All this, and the gradually unfolding reform

licies, have earned Bangladesh a position that

ifur Rahman describes as "fully sati and

respectable.” We are glad that our Finance
Minister brought out the issue of 'respect’' in re-
lation to the Paris Donor Club meeting, and are

happyv to hear that our aid givers have started to
treat us with the respect that we deserve.

However. we have to point out that the Finance
Minister was being quite selective in pointing out
the outceme of the Consortium meeting. Serious
concerns were expressed the donors at our
shameful implementation rate. The delay in our
project implementation, and the low rate in the
realisations of the Annual Development Plans,
remain at a totally unacceptable level. In fact the
very argument that we are a country fac seri-
ous development challenges loses credibility
when we fail to use the resources placed at our
disposal by the international community.

e Paris meeting has raised three very vital
issues: that of administrative reforms, human re-
source development and women's education. The
slow pace of progress in the area of administra-
tive reforms speaks volumes about our ineffi-
ciency or incapacity to "Elut money where the
mouth is" — meaning do that what we pro-
mise. We are aware of the P Report on i-
nistrative Reforms prepared at considerable cost
and with the involvement of international and
national experts, which has been making the
rounds in the bureaucratic maze without any ac-
tion being taken on it. Saifur Rahman's promise of
activating the relevant committee to finish its
work will be taken seriously only when we see
something being done. For the moment, we re-
main sceptical.

+  About the other issues of human resources de-
;:l;:}pment and that of women's education, time
come that we start t about these issues

more candidly. Budget allocation and government
initiatives may be the neces conditions. But
they are far from being the suflicient ones to see
the type of change that we want, and more im-
portantly, need. o

As figures go Bangladesh got US$ 2.1 billion,
which is US$ 130 million less than last year's, but
- more importantly, it is equal to what Bangladesh
had asked for. As experience has taught us, this
Eledge at Paris is more symbolic than real.

Itimately, the fund which will be made available
to us will depend on the bilateral negotiations,
and the project by project approval at a later
stage. However, being of symbolic value, the
pledged amount does help to create a sense of
confidence in the economic growth of Bangla-
desh. To that extent the pledge for USS 2.1 bi
llion is a satisfactory figure which, while kecping
the flow of external resources, indicates that we
are in the process of needing less and less of it.

There are two donor concerns which are very
important, and ones that reflect our own. First,
‘the inadequate performance of the government in
terms of delivery — both in the case of policy im-
plementation, and in the case of governance. The
reference to law and order is one that we have
highlighted -on numerous occasions ourselves.
'Second, is the image problem of Bangladesh as a
country prone to natural disasters, and whose
‘image is further negatively affected by the news of
‘frequent hartals and work stoppage. The former
concern refers to the government, while the lat-
- ter refers to the opposition. We would underscore
to both, the latest message from the Paris Club.
We think it will serve us well, if we seriously pay
heed to them.

Gamble in Gorazde

As ‘expected the North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
sation (NATO) has set a deadline of one hour
GMT on Sunday for Bosnian Serbs to withdraw
their heavy weapons from around Gorazde. Any
non-compliance of the three conditions set by
the NATC')) will invite air strikes by the alliance on
Serb forces. The conditions are the cessation of
Serb attacks on Gorazde, particularly on the
civilian population, withdrawal of Serb forces
three kilometers from the centre of the town and
allowing unhindered entrance of UN forces in
Gorazde along with safe medical evacuation.

The important question now is if the threat of
air strike wijll be enough, specially when the al-
liance's fighter planes have already bombed Serb
positions and the Serbs have shot down two of
the alliance's British jets during their routine re-
connaissance exercise, to make the Serbs behave.
The fact that such a threat worked in case of Sa-
rajevo in February gives no guarantee this time for
~the Serb forces to give in. Of the six safe areas,
Gorazde is one and it is here the United Nations
and NATO have faced their toughest challenge so far.

It is not for the first time that the Serbs have
broken promises and shown defiance to the
opinions of international community. But cer-

tainly, this time they are committing an aggres-
sion not unli,v ainst the Muslims but the and
NATO also. In fact, they have taken hostage of UN

peacekeeping forces and are treating them as en-
emies. This is despite Russia's sincere attempt to
bring sanity in the Serbian approach to the whole
conflict. Russia's special envoy, Vitaly Churkin,
after his failure to persuade the Serbs to listen to
reason, commented that the Serbs were in love
with the madness of war.

. Now the UN, NATO and the US must reco
the flaws in the strategy so far worked out to re-
solved the crisis. The strategy has been to pres-
surise the Serbs to the point of its returning to
the negotiating table. e Serbs perhaps know
this. Both the NATO and the Serbs also know that

without full commitment of ground forces, the air

strikes, as carried out, will not make the Serbs
capitulate. Reportedly, the Serbs have once

agreed to abide by the NATO demands. But how
lnnﬁ and how far they will respect the formula
Will determine the course of history in that war-

torn country. Meanwhile, the NATO must be pre-

pared to keep all the options open to get the best

results,

' trealy has not only
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ESPITE the f(act that

the service seclor In

Bangladesh, as elsewh-
ere in Lthe world. has been
burgeoning over time, there
appears to be very little
academic exercises on the
growth and development of
this vital sector. Vital because
the sector continues to ac-
courit for the largest slice of
our GDP, averaging about 45%
and employing about one-filth
ol tetal labour force In the
country. This compares with
the contributions of 38 and
about 17 per cent of agricul-
ture and industry. respectively.
For employment. the shares of
agriculture and Industry are
about two-thirds and 15% re-
spectively. Available time
series data tend to reveal that,
during the period 1976-1991,
the sector grew at a compound
rate of 6% per annum. (alling
behind construction (7% but
marching ahead of the growth
rates of agriculture (about
3.2%) and industry (about 5'%j.
Although may other courfiries
such as Thailand, Korea. Sri
Lanka, Pakistan etc. have also
been experiencing a service
boom. but its rate ol growth,
unlike in Bangladesh, has been
lower than that of the indus-
trial sector.

As we all know. the service
sector, or the ’'tertiary” as
sorne would like to call it. goes
to include all economic activi-
liles other than [arming,
f[orestry and fishing (called
primary sector]), mining and

manufacturing (secondary
secior) and public wutilities
(teriiary sector). It embraces
heterogeneous activities spain-
ning from hair cuts to soplis-
ticated data processing. [rom
5-star hotels Lo mobile tea
stalls on the way side. from jet
planes 1o rickshaw vans. from
household management to
state management elc.

The largesi sub-séctor of
service sector in Bangladesh is
reported to be Transport.
Communication an Storage ac-
counting for about 27% of the
sectoral total followed by
Professionals and
Miscellaneous services (22%),
Trade services (20%) and
Housing (17%)]. Other gompo-
nents include Public Admn and
Defence (9%). Banking and
Insurance (4%).

Both demand and supply
factors contribute to the
growth of the sector. On the
supply side, major [actors are:
la) indusiry multiplier eflects
i employment output and in-
come; (b) rising income elas-
ticity of demand for the ser-
vices' product; (c] Interna-
tional trade volumes and (d)
the government expenditure
on services f.e. iils consump-
tion. The important actors on
the supply side are: (i) surplus
labour in rural economy: (ii)
increased urbanization and (iii)
other factors.

The economy of
Bangladesh, over the years, has
been undergoing structural
change mostly reflected in the

by Abdul Bayes

declining share of employment
and output in the agriculiural
sector, almost constant indus-
trial output and labour absorp-
tion but a rise in the service
sector on account of these two
variables.

Household service expendi-
ture as percentage of total
monthly expenditure in-
creased from about 11% in
1973/74 to 16% in 1988/89
For urban areas, the change
has been from 18% to 26% as
compared to the rural areas,
10% to 14%. The bottom 89%
of households abserb 15% of
total services output while the
top 11% consume 85% of total
service consumption, depict-
ing perhaps a skewed distribu-
tion of service consumption in
a society of skewed income
distribution, However.
notwithstanding income straia,
housing services tend to swal-
low 60% of the total service
expenditure followed by per-
sonal expenses and recreation.
The expenditure elasticities of
service items are, in most
cases, greater than one and

that is more so In urban than
in rural areas. The Intersec-
toral linkage co-efficients of '

service inpuis with other sec-
tors of the econpmy and
among its own sub-sectors
have been observed to be
highly significant ([(Source:
BIDS Study by Dr D K Roy).

For the last three decades
or so, |he world economy has

also undergome rapid siruc-
tural transformation. The ser-
vice sector, which could draw
no atiention in most economic
discussions has been one of
the most important contribu-
tors to this transformation. In
the US 70% of national output
originate [rom this sector
while in western Europe, it is
55-60%. In many developed
countries. 60-70% of the em-
ployment takes place in Lhe
service sector,

Largely neglected by ana-
lysts and policy makers until
the mid- 1980s. global trade in
services increased signifi-
cantly. Services now constitute
about one-fifth of the global
exports (merchandise plus
services] constituting some
USSB800 billion in 1990. The
world service trade is mostly
dominated by the US and few
other developed countries,
some of them may also be
called service economies.
Since services are often labour
intensive, developing countries
also should have comparative
advantage in the production of
service goods. The higher rela-
tivie prices of services in the
developed countries also tend
to support the contention.
However, sometimes the
supplier has to move to pro-
vide the services and hence. in
the absence of labour mobility,
the benefits of such compara-
tive advantage remain un
tapped. Of the total service ex-

Making the Service Sector More Serviceable

ports from Bangladesh, 78% is
accounted by private and offi-
cial transfer aceount followed
by other services and income
and investmernt income. Of the
private transfer over 90% Iis
accoun! by remittances from
abroad. t may be mentioned
here that the present surge in
reserves is. to a larger extent,
attributable to smooth flow of
remittances and hence re-
sponsible for an improvement
in the current account imbal-
ance

Like the trade in goods. the
trade in services is also con-
strained by various barriers.
The US has been the vanguard
of a move to liberalise service
sector because of its growing
share in service trade Of
course the US wants this in
exchange for the liberalisation
of goods for which its compar-
ative advantage has been erod-
ing. It should. however, be re-
membered that the US speaks
for high tech: services trade in
which it has got definite edge
but not for the labour intensive
services where temporary
labour relocation is needed
and which could benefit the
developing countries.
Underdeveloped countries are
hardly to be beneficiaries of
liberalisation from capital-re-
lated services such as banking
insurance trans boarder data

processing etc.

Coming to Bangladesh. the
growing service seclor is
mostly located in the informal

sector with outdaied technel-
ogy and low . Even
in the secior, the
service sector is not as pro-
ductive as 0 warrant exports.
The state of tourism. tele-
communication and

are some of the points
backward state. The incentive
schemes for promotion have
mostly been geared to industry
or trade and wvery little for
services. It is high time that
we pay more attention to the
growth and deve of
this sector via domestic de-
regulation, credit facilities and
infrastructural facilities. It
should be borne in mind that
the competitiveness of the
manufacturing or other activi-
ties depend. to a larger extent.
on the availability of a com-
petitive service sector that

Peace Brokers Compelled to Face Communal Legacy

by Rumi Noman

T would not be very irrele
I vant o say that the Heb-

ron massacre was not
unexpected. Because Lhere was
an apprehension of actions
destroying the peace as the
radical fundamentalists from
both sides were blaming the
PLO-Israeli peace accord. Al-
though according to the wes-
tern media this communal
high tide was mainly from the
Arab side, but it is also a fact
that the fundamentalist Jews
were shouting enough against
the peace settlement.

With the signing of the PLO-
Israeli accord in mid-Sep-
tember, '93. tlie situation was
radically ch.ancving. Seven ol
the ten groups afliliated to the
PLO had opposed the agree-
ment and boycotted PLO
proceedings. Even the [sraelis,
who signed the peace deal
with Arafat were now rumou-
red te be more interested in
making peace with the radical
Palestinians, including the
Hamas group. So, one may now
also ask how far the PLO
chairman was prepared for the
consequences of the peace.
deal with the Israelis? Be-
cause, il Arafat insists that the
PLO-Israeli deal is the first
step toward creating a Pales-
tinian 'homeland', it would
surely require the building of a
state and society and, above all,
a different kind of leadership.
Is there visible any shilt in
winds over the world of the
Arab politics?

Hatred and the Bitter Past

Political peace has to be
carefully examined at the na-
tional and international level.
As far as national politics is
concerned, the foremost issue
is which political system is
good. or bad, for the people.
Again it is necessary to dis-
cover whether it is the failure
of political systems and their
inherent defects which are re-
sponsible for the miseries and

dissatisfaction of a people. And

Letters for publication in these columns should be

is the system to be blamed or
those who run it? Can im-
moral. selfish, greedy or cor-
rupt political leadership which
often rises to power even by
democratic means be good or
beneficial for the society? We
know. in order to establish and
lo guarantee international
peace, democracy has a word
ol advice for the contemporary
politicians. It lays extraordi-
nary stress on introducing ab-
solute morality to all spheres
ol human activities — politics

being no exception. But the-

question is whether it allows
the communal pelitics under
it's banner or desist from it?
PLO chairman Yasser Arafat
and Israeli leader Yitzhak
Rabin shook each other's
hands to’end decades of en”
mity by signing a peace accord
on 13th of September '93 giv-
ing sell-rule to Palestinians in
Israeli occupied lands. But
from then the nagging ques-
tion is whether thes® two can
live with a victory for peace
rather than for Israel or
Palestine. Because according

to the Israeli Jews. the cre- -

ation of Israel mg¢ant the re-
covery of their 'homeland’ after
an exile of two millennia; to
the Arabs it was the result ol
an unwarranted plantation of
an alien people on a land that
was rightfully theirs for cen-
turies. Though the presént
Palestinian-Israeli deal was de-
scribed as a first step toward a
new political settlement and as
a "momentaus beginning” by
the American President Bill
Clinton, offering a glimpse of a
chance to end the 45 years of
hatred and bloodshed in the
holy land; but it was still only a
start, against a bitter past, and
the Hebron killing proved that
the PLO-Israeli peace deal did
not come to a decision of
breakthrough after a century of
Communal Terrorism
Now. in the contemporary
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anewal of Friendship Treaty with

- India : Kibria replies ;

Sir, | have read with inter- -

esl the comments made by Mr
Salauddin Quader Chowdhury,
published in your April 17,
1994 issue on my article on
the Indo-Bangladesh friend-
ship treaty. Mr Chowdhury
seemns to be pleased that the
President of the Bangladesh
Awami League has taken the
right decision on the question
of the renewal of the treaty.
However he is less pleased
with the suggestion that the
served its
purpese but it was a wise pre-
caution in the context of the

situation prevailing in
Bangladesh in early 1972.
While people generally talk

to others. a few privileged
ones talk down to other peo--
ple. 1 did not mind his making
the pronouncements on the
subject from an Olympian
height. After all he is a mem-
ber of our Parliament and as a
retired diplomat and intérna-
tional civil servant [ have
learned to defer to the public
represeniatives when they
choose to share their wisdom
with us. But a few of his re-
marks seem to betray some
confusion which need to be
clarified. For example, he does
not seem to understand"why

should any politician in

Bangladesh be inclined to
rouse sentiments against
- India? Why indeed! Perhaps

he
should recall a bit of our his-
tory and his confusion will be
clarified. Why did Ayub Khan
institute the Agartala conspir-
acy case against Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman? Ayub
Khan wanted, as many politi-
cians are trying even today. to
fan the fires of communal ha-
tred and cast India in the role
of an enemy. We do have preb-
lems with India.

Indeed some of the prob-
lems are quite serious. Bul
India is our neighbour and it is
in our mutual interest that all
bilateral problems ought to be
resolved by friendly negotia-
tion. Some people do not like

‘such an approach. They love

communal politics. They like

to arouse.lear and hatred of

India for political gains.

The distinguished member
of parliament has faulted me
for suggesting that Bangladesh
faced both external and inter-
nal threats to its security in
early 1972, All those who care
for the independence and

y of the country will
surely recall that the 7th Fleet
was not, in early 1972, too far

world, terrorism is a global
problem and needs (o be stud-
ied in it's larger perspeclives.
Unless we understand the
forces behind the violence, we
shall not be able to understand
why some communal groups
and states are turning to ter-
rorisim to achieve certain ob-
jeclives. We are fully convinced
that almost every form of
communal violence witnessed
in the world today, wherever
that is and whatever cloak it
wears, is essentially political in
nature. First, religion may not
itsell be the exploiter, it is
rather exploited by internal or
external political interests. We
find terrorism generated by
racialism — but that too, in the
final analysis, is essentially po-
litical in nature. There 'are
other small expressions of ter-
rorism born out of rebellion
and hatred against prevailing
social systems and cultures.
These are generally regarded
as acts of madmen and anar-
chists. There is alse a special
kind of terrorism which is re-
lated to the Malfia's struggle for
supremacy — directed by cer-
tain factions against other fac-
tions within the Mafia. Ob-
viously. this terrorism is a
power struggle and therelore
political. When we examine so-
called 'communal terrorism’,
we discover political forces
working behind a 'religious fa-
cade'. But more often than not,
the real manipulators and ex-
ploiters are not even bent to
their religion. It is also true
that these communal groups
were carefully nourished and
brought up by their colonial
masters all over the world.

We know that the present
Middle Eastern situation is
more complex than before and
the area has become a fertile
ground for terrorism. But
against the American propa-
ganda of 'world wide Islamic

from our shores ! Only the

razakars were pleased with the

“menacing presence of Lthis

force near our shores. Besides.
Pakistan was not reconciled
with the loss of its possession
of the eastern wing and was
actively working to undermine
the independence of
Bangladesh, As regards inter-
nal foes of Bangladesh, | am
alraid Mr Chowdhury takes a
view which is not only differ-
ent from mine but is also at
variance from widely shared
public perception. -
The razakars were nol hid-

ing "their miserable hides

from the wrath of the victors”
but actively conspiring against
the newly independent coun-
try. Did these forces not Kkill
the father of the Nation iIn
August 1975 and bring back
the razakars in the centre of
Bangladesh politics? Late Shah
Azizur Rahman pleaded for
Pakistan and against
Bangladesh in the UN general
assembly in 1971 but only
eight years later, in 1979, he
was installed as the Prime
Minister of the country! So the
fears about subversion of the
country's independence was
not unfounded. In a strange
twist of fortunes, even today
we have to see razakar occupy-
ing some of the most exalted
offices of the republic. We see
some of them in the august
chamber of the Parliament too!

Despite these inroads made
by the razakars in some poc-
kets of power. and influence,
to my mind, the situation is
vastly different today. We have
excellent relations with all the
great powers including the
United states which, under
Nixon and Kissinger, took a

terrorism’ an interesting
speech was given by Pakistan's
interim Prime Minister (May
'93) Mazari. He said, "The
United States has a special In-
terest is this network of fight-
ers, because at least three of
the suspects in the February
26, 1993 World Trade Centre
bombing in New York also are
alleged to have 'Alghan con-
nections. But every move
against Lhese groups in the
Muslim world is fraught with
political complications.” He
also reminded that "the Arab
militants were originally trai-
ned and financed by the Ame-
ricans. They were the people
who began all this, now they
pull out and we are left to deal
with it." ([News Week K 31st May
1993).

Though Mazari's statement
proved Pakistan's self-reliant
involvement in the fields of
terrorism, but it also proved
the - western connection with
these terrorist network all
over the world.

The Hebron Killing
According to he western
news media killer Goldstein
was a religious boy. In Benson-
hurst. his middleclass neigh-
bourhood in Brooklyn, the
piety of his orthodox Jewish
family set them apart from
more secular Jewish neigh-
bours. His (Goldstien) faith
seemed to draw him apart
from others into an other-
worldly solitude. If there was a
tongue of flame in his heart, so
much as a flicker of anything
like bloodlust or fanaticism, no
one noticed it then. It was also
said that Goldstien's religion
became indistinguishable from

his rage.

But it is a fact that he was
full of hate and repeatedly
threatened to do precisely
what he did on that [fateflul

negalive attitude towards our

aspirations for independence.
The people are vigilant. It is
Lthe vigilance of the people to
defend their hard-won indep-,
endence which will act as the
shield. Against the background
of the current national and
international situation the
renewal of the treaty is not
necessary. It is a carefully
considered decision by the

Awarmi League.

National interests will not
be served by injecting extrane-
ous or irrelévant issues or by
insinuating that the people of
Bangladesh have a deep-rooted
enmity against India. Self-serv-
ing politicians have often tried
to take advantage of the com-
munal legacy of our history but
I have no doubt in my mind
that they will fail.

Shah A M S Kibria
Dhanmondi, Dhaka

Return of a passport

sir, | enjoy your editorials
and admire your views; often

reading them to my family, and

" recommending themi to my

friends. But on reading return

of a passport' on 23 April '94, |
could have died of 'Lajja’.

Without arguing whether I
am prejudiced against (Ms)
Nasreen, or you are a zealot
championing her—it's shock-
ing that you appear to condone
violation of existing rules of
the land, and also share her
pride for her being better
known as a ‘'quill-driver’ than a
healer, The fact that a huge
amount of the state's and Lax-
payers’ money is speni for a

Friclay : "Kill as many Arabs as
possible to settle "his people's’
scores”. But the fact which

makes us curious is the role of

Goldstien and his mysterious
death. According to news re-
ports Goldstein was a head of
the local emergency medical
team. And the photograph of
Goldstien with wounded
Israelis in various western
newspapers tried to show him
as an active humanist doctor.

And they also mentioned that
some who knew him said —
Goldstein experienced an
emotional crisis when two of
his friends and his 19-year old
son were killed by the Arabs.
After it, he became fanatic and
expressed to retaliate it. So,
the question is being a retalia-
tive person, how could he be
allowed into the mosque wear-

ing a olive green army uniform

- and with a rifle? Here is not

the end of mystery. After he
had killed the worshippers, he
was also killed there among
the crowd. And the confusion
outside the blooed soaked
shrine lasted far longer than
that. Some of the worshippers
were - killed by the Israeli sol-
diers aimed at the chaos that
Goldstien started though the
Israeli TV said that they had to
open fire to save doctor Gold-
stien. Now, if the Palestinians
call it a 'planned killing it
would not be wrong. As the

New York Time says, "This was -

no simple crazy act. Goldstien
was a fanatic who took precise
steps carefully calculated to
reach a clear goal. Presuming
the American born doctor
intended to kill the Pales-
tinian-Israeli peace process
while avenging what he con-
sidered crimes against Jews,
he chose time, place and me-
thod well to produce the most
inflammatory effect possible”.
(Time, March 7, 1994). Gold-
stien is dead now, but will this
ugly communal activities be
stopped in this sensitive land?

S S——

graduation. cannot be debaled:
neither the f[act of the extent
of service that can be rendered
to the society by the quill or
the syringe.

You are so naive in support-
ing your attitude by saying,
'Nasreen has become one of
our nation's best known citi-
»ens abroad. So are many other
famous persons! So what 7.

And while we're on the sub-
ject — I can think of two other
‘deshi’ ladies of 'some’ inter-
national fame [ a magician and
a sculptress) who were fight-
ing about it much before your
idolized "quill-driver” started
writing about it. Were you so
vocal about them?

M Haque %
Dhanmondi, Dhaka.

AIDS awareness in
Bangladesh

Sir., The undersighed has
noted articles in The Daily Star
and other papers on the sub-
ject of AIDS in recent days. As
a Bangladeshi who has lived in
an African country for the past
twenty years, | am only too
aware ol the total mindless
havoc the Aequired Immunity
Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS)
has created in its socio eco-
nomic structure. To wateh
one's close friends die one by
one, brings home to roost the
dangers of complacency in
tackling this silent but terrify-
ing disease.

Realising the urgency of
anti-AIDS research and educa-
tion. the undersigned and his
wile, in early 1987, undertook
two [und raising events which

Last year the Palestinian-

israeli peace deal gave the
Palestinians self-rule in the
territories. So, the

occupied

versy aboint the Israeli citlzen-
ship for a long period.
According to their history,
alter creating their homeland,
Israel opened its doors to all
Jews who wished to immi-
grate, and in 1950 the state
passed a Law of Return which
authorised immediate Israeli
citizenship for any Jews set-
tling in Israel. However, inter-
nal conflicts arose over the cri-

teria for citizenship and debate

on the so-called "who is a
Jew?" Question continued offi-
cially and informally

in Israel

up to the late 1980s. Land.

mark court cases have narro-
wed the issue but have not
resolved it. Professed Jews
with Jewish mothers — and, in
most cases, Jewish fathers —
satisfy the criteria. However,
some converted Jews, espe-
cially those converted by
nonorthodox rabbis, faced
barriers, as did those who have
previously practiced Chris-
tianity. The practice of Ju-
daism as a religion is not a
criterion for citizenship —
Israeli studies showed that
half of the country's Jews were
“non-observant” that is secular.
‘But it is significant that family
descent has become the pri-
mary standard to reinforce the
ethnicity of Jewishness. So,
having such attitudes, appre-
hension of a conflict between
the settlers—new comers and
old residents — was obvious.

And the Hebron killing proved
that it is unfair to call others
‘'communal’, or 'terrorist’ be-
fore making the callers them-
selves secular humanists.
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raisccd approximately US dol-
lars one thousand under the
"Naima Rahman ., AIDS
Research” fund raising project.
Despite this small attempt,
and other major programmes
subsequently undertaken by
donor communities, people
have been dying in alarming
numbers in this African coun-.
try.

During my current visit to
Dhaka, I have been appalled to
note the complacency and ig-
norance among even educated
members of its society, In re-
spect of AIDS and have felt a
great sense of “deja vu" and
impending disaster unless
something is done, and soon,
to educate the Bangladeshi
masses on the extreme dan-

gers of this deadly disease.
Bangladesh is exporting

more and more of its man-
power separating husbands
from wives, and sending them
off to countries without the
same rigid moral and religious
codes they face at home. The
mere elite members of society
find themselves travelling
more and more often to exotic
places all over the world. Both
these sectors of society, with
human nature being what it is,
could easily be importing this
lethal virus in a manner no
Customs scanner can detect at
points of entry.

By means of this letter, |
would strongly urge the au-
thorities to undertake early
and major prevention mea-
sures if it is to avoid the
tragedy that faces counitries
now infested with the disease.

A Rahman
Maghbazar, Dhakia



