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A Man’s Mission for a
Musical Marriage

By Nancy Wong

Lovers of Tagore music and poetry were
treated to an evening of sheer joy and pleasure

at the German Cultural Centre recently when
John Thorp. Teresa Khan, Anne Birch and
Shawkot Hossain gave a performance of the
Nobel Laureate's songs to a crowded audito-
rium of a

Khan ddlqﬁ':ﬂm audience with superb ren-
ditions of “O My Golden Bengal" and “If On
Hearing Your Call” in her flawless soprano
voice and Anne Birch and Shawkot Hossain
supplied inspiring accompaniments on the vi-

ola and tabla, John Thorpe was the prime

mover behind the whole show, being Lhe pi-

anist, translator and arranger of all the pieces

as well as singer.

Thorpe's Initiation into Tagore's poetry

took place when he studied Bangla upon his
arrival Iin Bangladesh in 1980. legendary
poet's writhig forined part of the syllabus, bhut

jative listeners. While Teresa

International (an NGO involved with projects
for the needy. Thorpe told The Daily Star, " |
see my job going into two different directions,
one |8 {o bring Western music to Bengali ears
— last year | had a classical recital with
cmnm:n{nr}r in Bangla and May P will have a
seéniinar presentation on how an orchestra
works with commentary in Bangla. The sec-
ond direction is to present Bengali music to
Western ears. Tagore songs are very beautiful.
Weslern ears don't understand Bengali and
Western music does not have harmoniums and
tabla. The presentation | do is a way to get
Bengali music into a Western form so that it
can be understood by Westerners. In the
United States, Tagore is hardly known unlike
in Britain, because of the colonial ties.” Thorpe
hails from Maine, USA.
Thorpe finds that one of the main attrac-
tivns ol Tagore songs lies in ils sweel

he was so captivated by its beauwly and lofty
thoughts that he put his heart and soul into its
study. Posted in Ishwardi, a town in Pabna. not
particularly renowned for many diversions, he
his leisure hours in mastering the lan-
guage; to the extent that he could confidently
translate the master's works into English.

The gerenity and lush green of the country-
side probably formed part of the inspiration.
“The art of translating Tagore's poetry into

Not satisfied with this major accemplish-
took his love of Tagore poetry
.lnntl'ner step further. Blessed with a rich. mu-
sical voice, he yearned to sing his lovely songs.
An added advantage was that Therpe has a
Bachelor's of Music degree from the University
of Maine and also plays the piano like a virtu-
oso. Thus, equipped with such technical skills

!

tabla. The mix is magical uthceud'le:m:al
the concert he organized, will readily appreci-
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melodies. Western music, on the other hand,
cenires more on harmony. In some arrange-
ments, he has stuck closely to the original
melody while in others he has taken some lib-
erties by making good advantage of the har-
monious sounds provided by the piano accom-
paniment.

Besides his fruitful efforts in marrying the
best of melody and harmony in his musical ar-
rangements ol Tagore songs, this gifted musi-
cian has also translated 39 poems, published
by SIM International. Here's an elegant sample

Bangla soil and Bangla breeze
Bangla water. Bangla trees
Holy. holy let them be

O Most High Divinity!

Bangla homes and market place
Bangla fields and forest space
Filed to full, let them be

O Most High Divinity !

Bengali hope and promises preached
Bengali work. Bengali speech
Truthful, truthful. let them be
O Most High Divinity !

Bengali soul, Bengali mind

All Bengali kindred bind

As one united let them be

O Most High Divinity !

46 arrested on

Day May 31
' The World Tobacco Day will

be observed in Bangladesh on
May 31 to highlight the ad-

ceremony
held

The publication ceremony

various charges

Police rounded up 46 peo-
ple, including four wanted
criminals, from different parts

'London festival
of Bangladesh to
help create
positive image'
By Staff Correspondent

The London festival of

Bangladesh scheduled to be
held in July would help create

abroad a positive image of this

impoverished country. organ-

" isers of the festival uald in

Dhaka yesterday.

"We often read in some
British newspapers that Bang-
ladesh is a country of floods,
famines and natural calamities.
The proposed festival will
change rthe negative image.”
Amin Ali. the organiser told
newsmen at a press con-
ference at Hotel Sonargaon.

The three-day festival be-
gins on July 1 at Spitafields
Market. Commercial Street,

Keith Vaz, a member of the

House of Commmons, who is one-

of the 14 patrons of the festi-
val. was also present at the
press briefing along with his
wife and some local British
High Commission officials.
Pakistani cricketer Imran
Khan is also a patron.

There will be dance shows,
live music, photography exhi-
bition, ‘trade fair, health fair.
food stalls. fashion shows and
jatra

A cultural troupe and some
30 Bangladeshi firms are likely
lo participate in the festival.
Prince Charles is likely to open
the festival. Bangladesh Fore-
ign Minister A S M Mostafizur
Rahmran would also attend the
inaugural function.

Some 12 British companies
and a number of individuals are
supporting the festival finan-
clally. the organisers said.

"It is a unique opportunity
to project Bangladesh' in
Britain,” Keith Vaz said adding
that "the festival is not only for
Lthe Eangladesh:s who live iIn
Britain but also for all Bangla-
deshis.

He said Bangladesh is a
“country for the future.” Bang-
ladeshis are doing fine in
Britain and they contribute a
lot to the British economy.

Many Bangladeshis have
been elected councillors while
many others of the Asian origin
became MPs, he said.

Later in the evening. the
organisers held a reception
which was attended by Foreign
Minister A S M Mostafizur
Rahman. Information Minister
Nazmul Huda, the leaders of
the business community.
politicians. journalists. high
government officlals and
members of cultural groups.

The Information Minister
wished success of the festival
and thankecd the organisers.

He said that. such f[estivals
would help build a better im-
age ol the country.

Latifur Rahman. President
ol the Metropolitan Chamber
of Commerce and Industry.
speaking on the occasion,
mentioned about the growing
contribution of the Asian
community in the business of
the United Kingdom.

The Metropolitan chief sug-
gesled that Bangladeshi prod-
ucts should be displayed in the
London Festival. Items like jute
products and the wide range of
garments manufactured in the
country should be displayed,

Metropolitana

Information Minister Barrister Nn:mm Hu:la speekmg ﬂt a
reception accorded to the visiting British Member of
Parliament Keith Vaz at a hotel in Dhaka yesterday.
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'Ceuncﬂ of Edltors

express anxiety
at Matiur's

arrest

The Bangladesh Council of
Editors has expressed grave
anxiety at the incident involv-
ing the arrest of Matiur
Rahman Chowdhury, editor of
the daily "Bangla Bazar Patri-
ka”. reporis BSS.

In a statement in the city
yesterday Chowdhury Moha-
mmad Faroque, convenor of
the ad hoc committee of the
Bangladesh Council of Editors,
said the tendency to harass the
editors through criminal cases
instead of lodging complaints
with the Press Council could
create an unfortunate obstacle
on the way of institutionalising
the [reedom of press.

With full respect and ad-
herence to the court, he won-
dered whether law is truly ap-
plied by issuing the warrant of
arrest without issuing the
summons after filing the crim-
inal case. This aspect deserves
to be taken into cognizance by
the concerned quarters, he
said and expressed fear that
such incidents could create an
undesirable impression in the
minds of people about reckless
or even miisuse of laws.

Justice Hakim to

attend UN meet
on human rights

Justice Maksumul Hakim
has left for Geneva Friday to
attend the working committee
meeting of Human Rights
Commission of United Nations
as an executive member of the
organisation, says a press re-

lease.
A H-member committee will

finalise the working pro-
gramme and schedule of the
organisation brfnre the final
meeting.

S Korea donates
medicine worth

$ 10,000

The Ambassador of South
Korea lo Bangladesh Jong Kyou
Byun yesterday formally han-
ded over medicines worth US
dollar 10,000 to the Minister
for Health and Family Welfare
Chowdhury Kamal Ibne Yusuf at
the Tongi 50-bed hospital pre-
mises at Tongl, Gazipur, says a
press release.

The medicine was sent by

—

Seminar on rural
women held

President Abdur Rahman-
Biswas yesterday called for in-
tegrating womenliolk in na-
tional development efforts

through giving them education -

and creating self-employment
opportunities, reports BSS.
The President was inaugu-
rating a seminar on"the role of
rural women in self-employ-
ment” at the National Museum
in the city last afternoon. State
Minister for Textile Major

(retd) Abdul Mannan, attended

the function as special guest
while State Minister for
Cultural Affairs Prof Jahanara
Begum presided.

Prof. Rahima Khatun, gen-
eral secretary of Bangladesh
Women's Rights Implemen-
tation Sangstha, spoke on the
occasion.

President Biswas referred
to the existing disparity be-
tween men and women in our

society and said this disparity
was an obstacle towards build-

ing a healthy society.

Govt urged to
pay dues of ads

The Bangladesh Sangbad-
patra Parishad (BSP) yesterday
urged the government to
immediately pay all the dues of
government advertisements,
published in the national
newspapers since the last Eid-
ul-Fitr, reports BSS.

In a meeting chaired by BSP
President Prof Majidul Islam,
the BSP leaders observed that
because of non-payment of the
outstianding bills of govern-
ment advertisements since the
last Eid-ul-Fitr, the country's

newspaper industry is Iaclng
severe financial crisis.

GREEN CARD

LOTTERY VISA SERVICES OFFERED BY

DAVID L.AMKRAUT!

GET INFORMATION ABOUT LOTTERY FROM A
PROFESSIONAL U.ﬂ MHATEIH LAW FRM. DONT

PROVE THE DIFFERENCE.

SA David L Amkraut. 2F/35-36, Polwel
Hall) Paltan, Dhaka-1000. Tel : 836455 ;
LAW OFFICES OF DAVID AM HAI.IT BGT-1 lﬁ South |
mml Suite 2600. Los US.A FAX : 001 (213}
TEL: 001 (213) 368-4687 001 {Im 3684675 :

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

Wanted for immediate appointment by a
well reputed business house :

Two Business Executive

University Graduates with honours prefer-
ably in Management or Marketing, with at
least five years experience in a similar po-
sition. Fluency in English, imperative.

One Public Relations Officer
Graduates with experience in Public Rela-
tions. Persons with good contact ability will
be preferred.

Apply with complete bio-data and two re-
cent passport size photographs before the
10th May '94 to : -ADCOMM LIMITED
13, Eskaton Garden Road Dhaka 1000

SPECIAL DISCOUNT FOR LE/
- "I‘

| JACKETS & LEATHER GOOD

(WL

0 COMPETITIVE PRICE
O PROMPT SHIPMENT
Q AVAILABILITY OF SPARE PARTS
0O FREE INSTALLATION
0O ONE YEAR BACK-UP SERVICE

FREE OF CHARGE
WE ARE PLEASED TO INFORM YOU THAT

MR. ROBERT TEM
OF PFAFF GERMANY,

WILL BE IN DHAKA,
FROM 24th APRIL "M to 28th APRIL ‘9. |
mﬂmmmmm AMio B PM. Y. |
SOLE AGENT IN BANGLADESH
m MINHAZ CONTINENTAL AGENCIES LTD.
(HOUSE OF QUALITY MACHINES) |
A CONCERN OF MINHAZ GROUP

n. MOTWHEEL CiA (47H FLOOR), DHAKA-1000
© 642907 MG B, FAX : 880-2-083411
H-I:HE 865576, 664819, 230064, 240717

IMPORTED FROM ENGLAND

[JLDHAM MAINTENANCE-FREE BATTERY

NOW AVAILABLE IN BANGLADESH

LAIK ALI LIMITED |
COMILLA GARDEN, 50, NEW ESKATON ROAD,

DHAKA, PHONE : 419908, 419914
4, KC. DEY ROAD, CHITTAGONG. PHONE: 224641, 221&7 \

Directorate General Purchase

- ~ | he said, the Korea International
B e ek Tael o e Cooperation Agency (KOICA of Defence
A 15-member steering in Bangladesh' edited by Dr All the arrested. who also under an agreement on medi- New Airport Road, Tejgaon, Dhaka-15
commitice (o observe the day  Kamal Siddiqui was held &t the Included one charged under cal cooperation signed be- .
was formed at a meeting of the National Institute of Local the Anti-Terrorism Act and BTV tween Bangladesh and South Temr NOtlce
Adhunik, a national anti-to- Government (NILG) auditorium - another under the Arms Act. : Korea last year would be
bacco organisation and repfe-  in the city yesterday evening, Wwere produced before the Sunduy L‘:‘E‘I? '—'“;’i "‘1]“' tPﬂ“‘E’““ re- Sealed tenders in local and foreign currency are invited from bonafide Manufacturerlf
sentalives of the media Friday.  reports BSS. court 40  Opening anmouncement i 5‘;}2‘:‘1 ",?_u“:':::;:t;‘ Suppliers /Dealers/Indentors (Not necnsanly enlisted with DGDP for supply of the
. R e i Wi The KOICA has already sent a following items for Bangladesh Air Force:
- _ My 445  Desh O Biggan Korean doctor to the hospital Description of Items Selling Date Currency
----- ; T i 510 News in | 1o render curative, preventive
: e * iy - . e T 25 Cartoon ﬂ'nm And and promotive medicare ser . :
: B Jerry Kids Show Niips ; Trolly Crane for Aircraft Qty-01 Ba 26-04-94 From 10-05-94 Foreign
. TR 5:40) Spﬂﬂ Programme Speaking on the occasion, p 2 Spares of FSG-60M/71M VHF R/T 26-04-94 From 25-05-94 26-05-94 Foreign
&b :::r;:;mm A Ambassador Byun hoped that |12 Tender schedules with detail specifications will be available on payment in respective value
Mayeder Janya ::T;:::‘Ei;r:ﬁléaﬁﬁﬂ';:; (Non-refundable) on any working day between 0800 hrs to 1200 Noon. The tenders will be
;:22 ?pm University would be further streogt) : opened on the specified date at 1000 hrs in presence of the bidders (if present).
- dlln = .
R-00 ﬁ.f:m l'iu::ﬂa | in the coming days with the ISPR /Misc /94 /837
B:30 Amar Desh consolidation of the bonds of DFPG) 7546-18/4 Wing Commander
900  Film show : The Sword Of mutual cpoperation and under- G-&Y7 For Director General
—— nwﬁiu“;n o standing through such ges
100 hﬂfﬂ n Engh I U;:ren of goodwill and [riend- " -
D < - - BPDB's Int
o~ . o 30 Khabar /The New~ S Internationa
The nlltllu l’nhﬂmn i"-atmndl Defenne College team led by Air Vice Marshal Nafees Ahmed | 7NN '.:ti':-‘.f-...l';!:}-_.'f-‘.'ﬁf'_r_. TPIA .
Najmi called on Health and Family Welfure Minister Chowdhury Kamal Tbne Yusuf at o al h eI R RPN ,“'* Tender Notlce

latter's office vosterday.
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Sonali Bank

Babubazar Br, Dhaka

'Re-Tender Auction Notice

Sealed quotations are hereby invited by Sonali Bank, Babubazar Br, Dhaka for auction sale of the undemoted
h““‘hﬁﬂhi’m“lm

fre faw fgfare ofacne o7 |

International sealed tenders are hereby invited by the Bangladesh Power Development
Board for procurement of Hydrazine Hydrate and Spare Parts for the following Power Stations.
The source of financing will be cash Foreign Exc hanp;t Allocation.

Tender No umui‘a?u%_ .

; Tender
- Tument

AN/ -

Temperature may rise

By Staff Correspondent

Weather lorecast for the next 12 hours commeneing 6 am
today (Sunday) says. rain or showers acfompanied by tem-
porary kalbaishakhi squal is likely to occur at many places
over Chittagong and Barisal divisions. ali a few places over
Dhaka division and at one or two plates over Rajshahi and
Khulna divisions.

The Met Office forecast. slight rise in day temperature |s
expected over the country.

The country's highest temperature yesterday of 32.8 de- 2
grees Celsius was recorded in Rajshahi and the lowest 19.6
degrees in Rangpur.

Rainfall- recorded in different places yesierday are
Kutuhdia 26mm. Cox's Bazar 14mm. Rangamati and Teknal |

Dated : 2-4-04

TR T
Tender Dt & Time

- ——

1. Pur4l6/94 Hydrazine Hydrlte
Khulna Power Station.
Pur418/94 Spare Parts for Baghabari G1 01-06-1994 01-06-1994 Time:
Power Station. Time: 11-00 AM 11-30 AM
A complete set of Tender Document including dutailed specifications, terms & conditions

may be sold to the interested eligible bidders against a written application to the undersigned

ftlr

 31-05-1994
Time: 11-00 AM

31-05-199%4 Time:
11-30 AM
T /-

mn;';-:rh Co e ot I payment of Taka (Non-refundable) mentioned above against each tender in the shape of ‘Bank
m:n sels - ;?29‘;:11 ayl] at 6.24 pm and rises Draft/Pay Order favouring Director of Purchase, PDB, Dhaka. The bidding documents will be

available from 21-04-199%4. .
All Bids must be accompanied by a Bid Bond in the prescribed Bid Format @ 2% of the total

Bid price from a scheduled bank of Bangladesh in accordance with instructions to the Bidders.

The maximum and the minimum temperatures and rela-
tive humidity recorded in some of the major cities and towns

of Lhe country yesterday are:

Cities /Towns Temperatures in Humidity in _
degrees Celsius percentage Tender will be received up to 11-00 AM and will be opened at 11-30 AM on opehihg date of each

:;’n“-; 2“:‘3 9‘;:; GQ;: Tender in presence of the Bidder or their representative if ary.
Chittageng 30 1 20 0 79 78 No Tender Document shall be sent by post nor sold on the opening date and no Telex/Fax
Rajshahi 32.8 21.5 83 a1 fer will be acceptable.

828 o -4 7e Biddut/Jan-1266(6)/93-94
Barisal 30.4 20.0 91 7T\ tldut/jan- o
Cow's Bazar 31.5 24.0 74 88 | JOFPBA)-3296- 1814 Divester of Prshans
Sylhet 30.8 21.6 HO) 67



