No reliable figures for
cancer patients are available
for Bangladesh. On the basis of
figures available from neigh-

ceuntries, it is esti-
mated that 100 cases of cancer
for 100,000 population would
be reasonable extrapolation.
For a population of 110 mil-

in the country at present, |
lakh 50 thousand die every
year. This gives an idea of the
magnitude of the cancer prob-
Jem of the country.

The common forms of
cancer are those of the mouth

‘pharynx in the two sexes

together. Cancers of the
larynx and oesophagus
the
in

it

other more frequent
the male and those of
cervix uteri and the breast
females. Most victims do not
know they have cancer
it reaches its last stage.
of proper facilities and
lead to incorrect di-
. late detection and
thousands of avoidable deaths.
In the backdrop of these
depressing facts, the
Cancer Society has
been making extensive efforts
to improve the . situation.
Fermed in 1974 and regis-
tered in 1988, the society

T8

bEd

headed by Dr Sayyid Fazlul g

Hugq. a cancer specialist as its
t, consists of cancer
specialists, including radio
therapists, surgeons and
physicians. As explained by Dr
Huq. one of the main objec-
tives of the society is to create
awareness among the public
about cancer. This means
available statistical in-
formation regarding the inci-
dence, mortality and curability
of cancer and the conditions
under which cancer occurs in
the country. This {s the first
step. The second is to control
t disease itself. This means
M activities towards
prevention, early detection
and proper treatment. A part

) in Dhaka, which

lotment is at present under-

stood to be under process in
the concerned ministry. The
proposed cancer home will
provide accommodation, inves-
tigation and possible treatment
for cancer patients to start

is to establish a
- be procured by government

By A S M Nurunnabi
with. In the near future, it is lo
be developed iInto a [full-
fledged cancer treatment cen-
tré. The ives of the soci
ety will not be to conline Its
activities to Dhaka only. It
plans to establish its branches
in all the districts according te
its constitution and make the
people conscious about the
problem and to create a strong
country-wide movement.

The most common type of
cancer in Bangladesh is that of
the lung, throat and mouth.
Ejghty-five per cent of lung
cancer is sald to be due to
smoking. Cancer specialists
beNeve that just by not
smoking and chewing tobacco,
40 per cent of cancer in
Bangladesh can be prevented,
Thus heal#h education and
informatiof in regard to
smoking cessation, when
carried out eflectively. can
prevent these cancers.
Similarly, the common cancers
of the female — those of cervix
uterus and the breast — when
detected early can be con-,
trolled.

It can be very frustrating
when lack of facilities prevents
early detection and prompt
treatment at an early stage. In
this respect, the picture of
current facilities available is
pathetic. At present, availabil-
ity of expertise in cancer
surgery, radiation and cancer
chemotherapy is limited. As an
example, for a population of
110 million, there is one
cobalt unit (a radiation ma-
chine) at the Dhaka Medical
College and that too about 30
years old. Other machines such
as deep X-ray machines used
for cancer treatment are ei-
ther outdated or obsolete.
Even the pathological depart-
ments of the different medical
colleges are so poorly
equipped that they are practi-
cally of no use for cancer diag-
nosis. ; c

"There are prospects of
some im nt in the ex-
isting situation. It was learnt
that out of a reliel grant of 20
crore, 7 cobalt units are due to

shortly. From another available
fund. 2 more cobalt units are
expected. If procurement of
these cobalt units materialises,
there may be”a definite im-
provement in the facilities for
cancer treatment. Each of the
existing medical colleges can
then be equipped with at least
one cobalt unit. Mere availabil-
ity of cobalt units will not,

hewever, solve our problems. ,

First. there is the guestion of
building appropriate thick

Salam says Opposition

From Page 1 Col 7
legations of rigging in the by-
elections, he said the reality
was that out of sixteen by-
elections held in the country
after the BNP came to power
eight seats were won by the
Opposition. BNP candidates
got defeated in many of the
union parishad and municipal
elections. Opposition nomi-
nees won victories in two city
corporation elections out of

Talukder said the fact re-
mains that the Election
Commission had been able to
conduct elections indepen-
dently and impartially during
the present government.

to the Opposition
allegations of rigging in the
‘Magura two by-election. he
saild the Opposition could have

WASA clarification

The Dhaka Water Supply
and Sewerage Authority
[WASA) has contradicted a
PROBE news agency item

headlined "Syedab water

plant uncertain” published in .

The Daily Star on April 19, say-
ing that the statements made
in the report were not true.
: The rejoinder said there
was no difference of opinions
of the WASA officials and engi-
neers. There is also no vested
quarter in the institution, it

The decision of launching
the project was -taken at its
Board meeting and the work
order was issued through ten-
der, the rejoinder said, adding
that the WASA officials have
been working fast to imple-
ment the project.

US may ask UNSC

for sanctions

on North Korea

TOKYO, Apr 22: The United
States will ask the UN Security
Council to impose economic

sanctions against North Korea
if Pyongyang refuses to let

IAEA inspectors oversee an.

upcoming full operation at a
controversial nuclear site, US

Defence Secretagy Wiliam

filed complaints with the
Election Commission if there
were any lapses in the election
or they could have appealed
before the Election Tribunal.

. Talukder said instead of
seeking legal measures these
opposition parties hdave been
resorting to hartals and sieges
relentlessly. Their demand for

‘cancelling the election result

is neither natural nor legal, he

said.

-He said the people of the .
country would give their ver-
dict in the national elections.
The BNP would accept the
verdict of the people without
any hesitation, he assured.

- He expressed the hope that
the Opposition would take
preparations to contest the

elections to be held in due -

course for coming io power
constitutionally. He also ad-

vised them to play their due

role under the parliamentary
dispensation. _ *

\‘ - "
.Nixon's condition
unchanged

NEW YORK, Apr 22: Former

President - Richard Nixon re-
mained in a deep coma and
near death today after sulfering
a major stroke and reports
said he had previously told

" doctors not to use a respirator

to keep him alive, reports
Reuter. - '

~ The 8l-year-old former
president's condition was de-
scribed as 'grave‘ahy his office.
His two daughters were at his

bedside at New York Hospital.

~Nixon suffered - the stroke

Monday and first reports were
optimistic about his chances
for recovery. But late Tuesday
afternoon he was readmitted
to the hospital's intensive care
unit after a cat-scan revealed
swelling of the brain.

The swelling was treated
with drugs but at Nixon's own
request, one made several

years ago, no respirator can be
used to prolong his life, ac-
‘cording to news reports. |

The former president also
asked that doctars not attempt
to resuscitate him, the reports
added.

walls at the site for accommo-
dating a cobalt unit as per
specification for ensuring full
protection to the operators of
the unit in the treaiment
roem. Next., to operate the
units, we will be needing
trained doc

tors/physicists/technicians of
which there is at present a
chronic dearth in our cougtry.
In this pergpective, pl ers
in this line suggest that a erash

~ programme should be under-

. presently carried

mm today. reports .*\FP.r

Editor : Mahfuz Anam

Printed & Published by A. 8. Mahmud, Managing Director, on

behaif of Mediaworld Ltd, 52, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000, from City
Publishing House Ltd, 90 Kakrail, Dhaka-1000. Editorial, News &

Commercial Offices: House No: 11, Road No: 3, Dhanmandi R/A,
Dhaka-1205. PABX: 500092-4, Commercial: 500091 (Direct), Fax No:
88-02-863035, GPO Box No: 3257, Cable: DAILYSTAR, DHAKA.

guiring,

taken well ahead in time to
train adeguate manpower Lo
man the expected cobalt units.
In this respect, the Bangladesh
Cancer Society can play a help-
ful role.

Al present the main cancer
detection unit is that at the
Cancer Institute and Research
Hospital at Mohakhali. Here fa-
cilities for the chinical exami-
nation of cancer patients, cyto-
logic examination. minor
surgery for hiopsies are avail
able. However, the unit sulfers
from the serious handicap ol
having no facilities yet for ra
diotherapy. Since radiotherapy
is not available, this Hospital
cannot yet provide the total
care of cancer patients. This
institution has been providing
chemotherapy on a day-care
basis.

Cystologic examinations are
out by
pathologists to a limited ex-
tent. Such services for the
early diagnosis are available at
a limited number of private
laboratories in Dhaka. These
services are lacking in most
medical colleges.

In course of their practice,
histopathologists come across
many cases of cancer. Most
pathologists who handle many
surgical specimens, ase ex-
posed to a variety ol cases of
cancer. In fact, the burden of

proof of cancer rests with the

histopathologists.

In the opinion of cancer
experts, we have the basic re-
sources of physicians, special-
ists and an infrastructure of
health care facilities. What is
now urgently needed is a com-
prehensive cancer control plan
for expeditious implementa-
tion to provide opportunities
for these human resources Lo
be appropriately developed. for

- the health facilities to be ade-
quately equipped and for the
effective operation of an effec-
tive and curative programme.
According to the president of
the Bangladesh Cancer Society,
a helpful role may be played by
the society in the attainment
of these objectives.

HC refers to CJ

From Page 1 Col B

before the Chief Justice for
necessary orders.

The case relates to the ac-
through wronglul
niearns,
Shahbagh in the city for' the
construction of the Holiday Inn
Hotel. -

Just before the HC benc

. was about to take up hearing of

Ershad's petition, his defence
lawyer Moudud Ahmed told
the court that he had some-
thing to say. Moudud submit-
ted that he had received in-
structions from his client to
tell the court that he (Ershad)
had " developed’'a reasonable
apprehension that he would
not receive a fair trial before
this division bench”.

At this, Attorney General

Aminul Huq, appearing for the

State. raised serious objec-
tions, saying that the defence
counsel's submission was

| merely a ploy to delay the trial, -

pending before the Special

Judge's Court. The hearing in

that court were earlier stayed
by the High Court.

A visibly agitated Attorney

General told the court that
counsel Moudud Ahmed's
statements were without any
basis . " In the 32 years of my
fegal practice, I've never heard
such revolting, | revulsive and
repulsive submissions in a

court of law." Aminul Huq de- |

: Mainul Haq, the counsel for -
Abul Khair Litu, though origi-
Moudud

nally talking in
Ahmed's vein, later changed
_his position and told the court
that it could hear the petition
of his client who, he said, had

_full confidence in this court.
< The Attorney General was,

assisted by Deputy Attorney
General AFM Shahid and
Assistant Attorney Generals
Motiul Islam Montu and Mir
Hasmat Ali. '

Khilgaon killing:
One arrested
By Staff Correspondent

_ Police arrested one Taslim,
24, and sent him to the Dhaka

Central Jail in con-
nection with violence in
the city's area which
left one person killed Thurs-
day night

Motijheel police arrested
Taslim from the same area late
Thursday night and Produced
him before the Chief Metro-
politan Magistrate's court,
Dhaka, yesterday from where
he was sent to jail.

of a Rajuk plot at

~sajd police.

__________

T,
o
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While other rickshaw-pullers were making

a few quick bucks fe

......
ik L

submerged city roads yesterday, this one wasn't perhaps, so lucky with a traffic policeman

for a passenger!

NGO's to campaign ag.*sunst“I -

'anti-development activities'

By Masud Hasan Khan

Some 600 private voluntary
development organisations,
better known as the NGOs, are
planning to launch a nation-
wide campaign against those
engaged in burning schools,
uprooting saplings and other
anti-NGO activities in various
parts of the country.

NGO leaders said they were
also planning to hold rallies all
over the country to offset what
they said "anti-development,
activities by vested quarters.”

"We shall also collect signa-
tures to mqpilise the people
against such attacks.” said
Rasheda K Chowdhury. Exe-
cutive Director of the Asso-
ciation for Development Agen-

cies in Bangladesh (ADAB).

In an interview with The
Daily Star. she alleged that an
"identified reactionary force"
was out to foil the on-going de-
velopment projects initiated by
the NGOs. ;

A well-concerted campaign
has rTecently been launched
against the NGO activities by a
section of rural community
leaders and religious funda-
mentalists in Bogra, Chitta-
gong, Sylhet, Cox's Bazar and
some other areas of the
country.

NGO leaders also accused a
section of rural money lenders

‘and state-run primary school

and madrasah teachers of
working against the NGOs.

“It is not simply a campaign
against the NGOs," she said.
"The focus of the campaign is
the development works."

The vested interest groups
were not only hampering the
implementation of the pro-
jects, Chowdhury said without
naming anyone, they were also
working against the democra-

tisation process.

The Executive Director of
ADAB, the apex body of the
NGOs, However, observed that
timely intervention by the

. Prime Minister's Office as well

as the NGO Bureau and author-
ities at the local levels had
helped a lot to improve the si-
tuation. _

In recent months, more
than one hundred non-formal
primary education schools run
by the Bangladesh Rural Advan-
cement Committee (BRAC)
have been set afire, some one
million saplings uprooted and
development workers either
socially ostracised or physically
manhandled.

The full extent of damage to
the development projects be-
cause of the spate of violence
was vet to be assessed,

According to the NGO lead-
ers, some | 5 crore people of
the country, mostly poor and
destitute women. benefit di-
rectly from various develop-
ment programmes adopted by
them.

Rasheda Chowdhury poin-
ted out that the ADAB in its
recent annual general meeting
had expressed Its grave
concern over the violence om
the development workers at
the grassroots level and had
demanded immediate arrest of
those involved in the incident.

The ADAB AGM had also
decided that the NGOs would
work closely at the local level
and mobilise the people
against the attacks. "We are
still continuing our project. In
the long run the people will
stand against such violent acts
... And we hope the govern-
ment will play its due role in
this regard,” she added.

Paris meet

: From Page 1 Col 4
adding that they have recog-
nised the real problems of pri-
_vatisation in the country.
~ "We told them that we do
not want privatisation in the
style of the 1980s when the
divested units ultimately
turned sick. We want the units
to become dynamic after pri-
vatisation and hence the de-
lay,” Saifur said.

The donors had also asked
the government to .improve
the management of the energy
sector and. to reduce system
loss in power, the Minister
told the newsmen. '

_ Private investrment will not
come -if there is a shortage of
power, he noted. _

"We have told them that in-
vestment in the power sector

| cannot remain suspended be-

cause of system loss,” Saifur
said. "Investment should be
made side by side with efforts
to reduce system loss.”

"We and the donors are
equally convinced that wastage
of resources must be plugged
for their proper, utilisation,"” he
mentioned. ,

"They have
us in this regard." |
The donors have laid spe-

2 killed in city

road accidents
By DMCH Correspondent

At least two persons were
killed in a separate road acci-
dents in the city yesterday.

Pedestrian Shaheed Mia,
14, died when a speeding bus’
ran over him near the Khilkhet
bus stand under Cantonment
Police Station at 5:30 in the
alternoon. '

. Police seized the bus
(Dhaka Metro Cha-6257) but
its driver managed to escape,

In another accident, a 50-
year-old man who could not be
identified immediately died on
the spot when 4 minibus
knockéd him down at Kawran
Bazar around 10:30 in the
morning. .

~Both the-bodies were sent
to the Dhaka Medical College

Hospital for autopsy.

. sector

agreed to help

successful

cial importance on poverty al-
leviation, human resources de-
velopment and Women's edu-
cation.

"They have asked us to at-
tack urban poverty since rural
poverty is not yet so acute,’
Saifur said. "There has been a
transfer of rural poverty to the
urban areas and thergfore, we
have to take targeted pro-
grammes to combat this.

"We must enlarge our in- -
vestment: GDP ratio to 18 per

cent from the current 14 per
cent to tackle poverty,” the
Minister said.

"Our poverty programmes
with investment in the social
have been highly
praised by the donors who said
1I‘.lrl.'ent for the first time the in-
vesiment has qualitatively
maitched the hopes and aspira-
tions of the people.”

IMF rtper'csentatlve in
Dhaka Salahuddin Khenissi,

" who also attended the Paris

Club meeting, was present in
the press briefing.
Terming the meeting as
"extremely sucecessful,” he said
there had been a lot of agree-
ments beétween the govern-
ment side and the donors on

the reform programme.

He, however said, there is
more room to accelerate the
reform process.

Australasia Cup

- From Page 1 Col 7

slipped behind the run-rate
steadily.

Although Vinod Kambli
completed a painstaking half-
eentury, India were all out for
211 in 47 .4 overs.

The win was Pakistan's
26th in the overall record of
40 matches and the 12th in
the 15 encounters between
the arch-rivals at Sharjah. in
the United Arab Emirates.

Hundreds of thousands of

viewers in this country
watched the keen matech live,
thanks to Bangladesh

Television. Needless to say, it
was the main topic. of discus-
sion among followers of the
game in this country for the

past jwo days.

'} world
] about the good environment

— Star photo

Rains
From Page | Col 5
much below the danger level,

The Surma. of the Meghna
basin. registered a rise at
Sylhet and Sunamganj and the
Kushiara at Amalshid. The
Manu marked a rise of 40cm at
the Manu railway bridge and
18cm at Maulavibazar.

The Halda of the south-
eastern hill basin marked a
sharp rise by 106 mm at
Narayanhat Nad at Pach-
pukuria., In Bandarban, the
Sanghu marked a rise of
37mm. The rest of the rivers
were flowing below the danger
level,

2 Bangladeshis
hanged in Egypt

CAIRO, Apr 22: Ten for-
eigners from Africa and Asia
were hanged Thursday follow-
ing convictions on drug traf-
ficking charges, Egyptian
Justice Minister Farouk Seil
Al-Nasar announced. reports
AFP.

1t is the first occasion on
which so many have been exe-
cuted at the same time." he

said. o

Both the Appeals Court and
President Hosni Mubarak ap-
proveqd the sentences imposed
on four Sudanese. two Bangla-
deshis, a Somali, an Indian, a
Tanzanian and a Kenyan.

The execution of common
law criminals is not a frequent
practice in Egypt. though
since October 1992 the state
has put to death 32 Islamic
militants who had been impli-
cated in attacks against the
stale,

“ity's transportation
- System to get

facelift: Saifur
Star Report

The governmment plans to
beam, through satellite, the
country's development works
to all parts of the globe and
also to radically improve Dhaka
city's transportation system in
a bid to attract foreign in-
vestors. :

This was disclosed by

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman at a press briefing on
his return home yesterday.

"Some of the donors at the
Paris Club meeting had
pointed out that although
Bangladesh had achieved laud-
able: economic progress in the
last few years, the country still
carries a stigma for its hartals
and natural calamities,” Salfur
said.

"Before leaving for Paris, |
had also asked the concerned
authorities to plan for beaming
at least one channel through
satellite to improve this im-
age,” Saifur said, and added
"The satellite telecast would
cover a major portion of the
and make them aware

prevailing here.” The minister,
however; did not say in which
languages the channel would
be operated.
" The minister also informed
the newsmen that he had had
a separate meeting with the
World Bank officials in Paris
about taking up a massive
transportation programme “for
Dhaka city for creating modern
facilities like fly-overs and cir-
cular railway systems. |
"A World Bank team will
come here soon to study the
proposal,” Saifur said and ob-
served that without a modern -
trans system, it would
soon be impossible to dwell in
Dhaka city. :

outh Korean PM

resigns
SEOUL, Apr 22: South
Korean Prime Minister Lee
Hoi-Chang resigned today and
his resignation was accepted
by. President Kim Young-Sam
who immediately appointed a
replacement, a presidential
spokesman said, reports AFP.
"President Kim Young-Sam
accepted the resignation of
Prime Minister Lee Hoi-Chang
and named unification M
ter Lee Yung-Duc as
replacement.” :

his

‘met on Friday

in Bosnia before
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Clinton welcomes NATC

- ultimatum
WASHINGTON, Apr 22: US President Bill Clinton wel-
comed today the Nerth Atlantic Treaty Organisation’'s ultima-
tum to Bosnian Serbs besieging Gorazde to stop fighting im-
mediately or fage NATO airstrikes. "This decision provides

NATO forees with

greater authority to respond to Besnian

Serb attacks. The Besnian Serb authorities shoyld not doubt
NATO's willingness to act.” Clinton said at a White House

press conferemce, reports AFP

Talks on Black Sea Fleet fail

SEVASTOPOL, Ukraine. Apr 22 Negotiations between
Ukraine and Russip on dividing the Black Sea Fleet ended in

failure today. with the Russian delegation

out of

talks Ukraine's Defence Ministry said. Spokesman
Kluban said the talks foundered on the issue of where to base
the two sides nawval forces. He said Russian Defence Minister

Pavel Grachev tore up an agreement on

the fleet's

ships reached earlier in the day and left the hall without say-
ing gnod bye to his Ukrainian hosts, reports Reuter.

Banglabazar editor
granted
one-day bail
By Staff Correspondent

Matiur Rahman Chewdhury,
editor of the daily Banglabazar
Patrika., was granted bail for a
clay yesterday.

Rahman will have to appear
before the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate, Dhaka. to seek a
fresh bail.

The editor of the Bengali
daily was arrested after the
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate
had issued a warrant of arrest
against him and the paper's
publisher for ecarrying a

| defamatory report.

* M Morshed Khan, Special
Envoy of the Prime Minister,
lodged a case with the CMM,

Dhaka for publishing a report

under the headline 'Chairman
and Vice Chairman of IFIC
Bank .

‘Tejgaon police arrested
Rahman and produced him be-
fore magistrate Abdur Rahman
in the Dhaka Magistracy yes-
terday where he was granted
bail for a day. Rahman's solici-
tors A N M Yusufl and M
Sajawar moved the bail peti-
tion.

As guarantors for the de-
fendant. the two lawyers put
up a bond of Tk 25,000 for the
pne-day bail, v

Hasina: Bosnia:
From Page | Col 8
in Gorazde was enacted in the
full view of the UN and NATO
who failed to take any effective
action against the Serbian ag-
Eressors.

She said that the tragedy of
Bosnia has entered a new
phase with the collapse of re-
sistance at Gorazde. The inef-
fective and futile gestures by

| the western powers have not

convinced anybody about their
sincerity, Hasina added.
Except for a few air strikes,
they did not respond to the
cries of innocent men., women
and children trapped in that
besieged town, she said.
Hasina, however, welcomed
US President Clinton's latest
initiative to press the Serb ag-
gressors toward a negotiated

‘peace. "But -time is running-

out,” she cautioned, pointing
put that innocent people were
dying while plans were being
discussed and debated.

Housewife robbed
. : .
in N'ganj

NARAYANGANJ, Apr 22: A
young woman was robbed of
her gold ornaments in the
town on Thursday, reports
UNB.

Witnesses said two young
men carrying firearms and
knives snatched ear rings, a
necklace, three rings and Tk
500 from Promila Devnath in
front of . Preparatory
Kindergarlen at Chashara
while she was going to a

nearby school with her kid in
the morning.

Bosnian Serbs
From Page 1 Col 7
Serbs did not stop shelling

Muslirn safe havens.

The United Nations has set
six such areas; Gorazde,
Sarajevo, Tuzla, Srebrenica,
Zepa and Bihac, which is on
the other side of the country
near the Croatia border. ,

One senior NATO diplomat
said it would take a long time
for «she alliance to finalise its
entire programme because no
two safe areas were alike.

NATO's military committee
to fi-
nalise their assessments of the
latest situation on the ground
g op-
tions for wider air strikes to
their political masters.

The Security Council reso-
lution early on ¥riday de-
manded that Bosnian Serb
forces pull back from Gorazde
and called for an immediate
ceasefire agreement covering
the enclave and the rest of
Bosnia. '

Another report says Russia
may consider pulling its
peacekeepers out of Bosnia if
NATO launches air strikes
against the Serbs, Inlerfax
news agency quoted a senior
diplomat as saying today.

The unnamed diplomat told
the agency that air*strikes
would enrage the Serbs and
incite them to take violent ac-
tion against UN peacekeepers.
The Foreign Ministry said it
had no immediate commpent

| on the report :

India violates
border accord

LALMONIRHAT, Apr 22:
(BSF) dug seven bunkers at the
Burimari border, 100 kilome-
tres from the town. and -
brought heavy arms there from

8 am to 2 . BDR

threatening to open fire on
civilians in the area if work on
the loop cutting was
resumed by side,
the BDR sources said.

The BDR sent an envoy to

Assembly and leader of the
then Muslim hque

Chowdhury, feft behind two
sons and five daughters,
Hundreds of including
political leaders and elites
rushed to his residence to pay
their last respect.

Alimullah Chowdhury was
appointed honorary magistrate
in Myanmar in 1936 during
the M Muslim commu-
nal riot. Chowdhury who also
held the post of chairman of
the Rin Shalishi Board (Loan
Arbitration Board) was elected
twice chairman of the district
council here and awarded gold
medal, according to a press
release.

'
Nor'wester
From Page 1 Col 4
ies of three victims in
ursday's stormm were recov-
ered from different places
here yesterday. :

Ramijuddin, 35, and an-
other 30-year-old man who
could not be identified died of
lightning at Ulukandi and
Bangurkandi villages during
Thursday's nor'wester.

Police recovered the body
of another unidentified man
near the Dhaka-Narayanganj
road at Jamtola. He was elec-
trocuted with a live torn elec-
tric wire during the storm.

Oil exploration

From Page 1 Col 8
nies. Under the agreement,
the two firms will explore in
the Bay off the coast of the
Cox's Bazar-Sandwip

whichmvmmlrunflﬂilq

km, including the 242 sq km
Kutubdia gas field.

Meanwhile, Petrobangla is

likely to sign a preliminary ac-

cord with American oil com-
pany Occidental within a week,
the source informed this cor-
respondent.

Occidental is interested in
oil and gas exploration in the
most prospective region of the
country — the Surma Basin and
Mymensingh.

It has been trying over the
last six months to reach an

agreement with Petrobangla.
"But because of the Scimitar

controversy Petrobangla has
become more cautious about
the matter," the s@urce
pointed out. .

A representative of a French
oll company, Total Exploration
Production. is now in the capi-
tal for mnegotiations with

Petrobangla exploration of

gas and oil in the Noakhall,

Comilla and Chittagong re-
glons.



