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Visa restrictions
Thai envoy to discuss
with Bangkok

The newly-appointed Thal
Ambassador in Dhaka,
Sunthorn Vidhyameth., has as
sured that he would discuss
his country's visa restrictions
with the relevant ministry
during his visit to Bangkok (o-
day. reports UNB.

The assurance came in a
meeting between the Amba-
ssador and the President of
the Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry, Mahbubur Rahman,
on Wednesday at the FBCCI
Bhabean.

The Thai government has
recently imposed visa restric-
tion on Bangladeshis for
which they now require visa to
visit that country.

The sjep has created a seri-
ous problem for Bangladeshi
business community as Bang-
kok is the gateway for Bang-
ladesh to Southeast and Far
East.

Vidhyameth mentioned that
there would be no visa prob-
lems for businessmen and his
mission would issue the visa
within 24 hours and special

attention would be given to the .

business community.
Referring to possibility of

. economic cooperation, the
Thai Ambassador said he him-
sell and the Thai business
people were interested to ex-
pand the economic coopera-
tion between the two coun-
tries.
The Thai Envoy sai he was

paying keerr attention towards
the [fifth: Joint Economic
Commission meéeting te be
held in Dhaka in June to make
it a meaningful one.

He stressed the need lor
folow-up actions on the
agreed areas of cooperation ol
such joint commission to ef-
fectively utilise the benefit and
hoped the existing [riendly co-
operation between the two
countries would strengthen.

Reciprocating the feelings,
FBCCI President Mahbubur
Rahman said the two countries
should make concrete efforts
to further promote their bilat-
eral economic cooperation.

He Invited Thai en-
trepreneurs to come forward
to invest in Bangladesh in the
fields of textiles. leather and
leather goods and develop-
ment ol fisheries and hat-
cheries which has tremendous
potential at home and abroad.

Rahman assured the Thai
Ambassador that the FBCCI
would see that tMe areas of co-
operation in the fields of tex-
tiles, agriculture, fisheries and
livestock get pyeference in
the next joint commission
meeting.

The FBCCI chief informed
him., Bangladesh now imports
fabrics worth over one:billion
US dollar for export-oriented
readymade garments units
where Thai investors can awvail
a ready market.

Teachers'
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indefinite strike Saturday last
demanding nationalisation of
their institutions.
¢ The deadlock caused by the
on-going strike has also
threatened the holding of mid-
term examinations in the
schools as well as this year's
SSC examinations under the
country's four education
boards, due to begin May 2.

Until yesterday there was
reportedly no tnitiative from
the authorities to break the
stalemate although the Edu-
cation Minister Jamiruddin
Sircar told the press Wed-
nesday that steps would be
taken soon to open a dialogue
with the leaders of the striking
teachers. The minister was not
available for comygpents until
late last night.

Non-government schools

and colleges in the capital and .

elsewhere in the country re-
mained closed till yesterday.
Talking to The Daily Siar,
committee leader Kazi Faruk
Ahmed said last night they had
not received any offer for dia-

Jamaat demands

‘resignation
-of Ghali

Jamaat-e-Islami yesterday
staged demonstration in the
city protesting the genocide
by Bosnian Serbs in Gorazde in
‘Boesnia-Herzegovina, reports
UNB. _

Party eity unit held a
protest rally at Baitul Mukar-
ram demanding resignation of
UN Secretary General Bout-
ros  Boutros-Ghali. It called
" npon the Muslim world to
unite against the killing and
conspiracy against Bosnian
Muslims.

Aflter the rally, a procession
marched through Paltan, Bi-
joynagar, Fakirapool and Dainik

Bangla crossing.

-Govt will require

Tk 3000 crore
more to meet
teachers' demand

The government will re-
quire an additional amount of
Tk 3000 crore to meet the
striking: non-government
school and college teachers'
demand for a further 30 per
cent raise in their salary. -

Disclosing this Education
Minister Jamiruddin Sircar
told UNB yesterday the gov-
ernment had already raised 20

per cent (from 50 to 70 pc) of

their salary. Now a demand for
a pay-hike of another 30 per
cent will be a crushing burden
on the government, ® the
Education Minister said.

He further poinied out that
a group of teachers was insist-

ing on complele nationalisa-
tion of their pay and benefits.
To implement the demand flor
nationalisation of the teachers
pay and benefits, the govern-
ment will require an additional
Tk 6000 crore or perhaps
more.

Asked how the government
will reconcile tRe teachers'
demand with its scant re-
sources, the minister said efl-

<Jorts were on to hammer oul a
consensus.

strike continues

logue from the government un-
til vesterday.

"We believe in negotiations
and hope a fruitful dialogue can
solve the crisis.”

"The present crisis calls for
the Prime Minister's interven-
tion,” he said.

Banglabazar editor
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Chairman of IFIC Bank sus-
pended” on April 13.

The report had said Lhat
the Special Envoy had sought a
Tk 210 crore loan from the
IFIC Bank and that earlier he
had taken such a loan from the
AB Bank which he repaid after
taking another loan from the
Uttara Bank.

In his complaint under
Section 500 of the Penal code,
Morshed Khan submitted that
the Banglabazar Patrika report
was not only false and baseless
but also defamatory and mali-
clous. ’

In the petition filed by his
lawyer Rafiqul Huq, Bar-at-law,
Morshed Khan said that as a
person with a high reputation
and having held various high
and dignified positions, his
image and reputation both in
ande outside the country had
been badly tarnished by the
report. -

It was submitted that the
news had seriously caused
damage to Khan as a reputed
industrialist and a banker in
the country. apart from his
present position as Special
Envoy of the Prime Minister.

It was also submitted that
inspite of serious protests sent
by the banks, the same were
not published. On the country,
a twisied news was published

the next day, which was more

confusing and malicious.

Meanwhile, a press release
issued by the man-
agement said the Officer-in-
Charge of Tejgaon thana
Mohammad Abdul Gaffar went
to the Tejgaon Industrial Area
offtce of the daily at around
'7:40 pm and arrested Matiur
Rahman Chowdhury who had
just started his day's work.

At the same time three
plainclothesmen raided and
searched his residence at the
Walsow Towek. They stayed at
his house for about 20 minules
and searched every room. They
lefi home after being informed
over walkie-talkie that the edi-
tor had been arrested from his
office, Chowdhury's family
members said.

Thana sources said Chow-
dhury would be kept in. the
thana custody overnight and
produced before the CMM
today after Juma prayers.

The Banglabazar press re-
lease said that Matiur Rahman
Chowdhury and Zakaria Khan
went to the court to surrender
after receiving the news of the
warrants but the court was in
recess and did not resume in
the afternoon.

Some 25 lawyers waited till
late afternoon to move the
case, the newspaper sources
claimed. .

- When contacted over tele-
phone, #&he editor's wile
Mahbuba Chowdhury, told The
Daily Star they were harassed
during the Ershad regime.

"l hope that my husband '

would get a free hand for
writing under the democratic

government.” she said.

Editor : Mahfuz Anam

Printed & Published by A. S. Mahmud,

Director, on

Managing
behalf of Mediaworld Ltd, 52, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka-1000, from Ci
Publishing House Ltd, 90 Kakrail, Dhaka-1000. Editorial, News
Commercial Offices: House No: 11, Road No: 3, Dhanmandi R/A,
MIMPMW,CMJ:M{MMM
88-02-863035, GPO Box No: 3257, Cable: DAILYSTAR, DHAKA.

["One killed, 10 hurt

as armed gangs
clash in city

By Staff Correspondent

A youngman was killed and
at least ten others injured,
three of them receiving bullet
wounds, when twe groups ol
armedmen clashed at Bagicha
Khilgaon in the city yesterday
evening.

A 20-year-old Bonokoli, who
recently came home on a vaca-
tion from Dubai, was shot and
later died al the emergency
unit of the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) arou-
nd 8-30 last night. Motijheel
police said.

Three wounded persons —
Faruq. Satjuddin and Hawabibi
— who received bullets wounds
were admitted to the DMCH.

Witnesses said the warring
groups clashed on the street of
Bagicha for nearly hall an hour
from 7:30 in the evening. fir-
ing gunshot and exploding
crackersqintermittently.

Police said blamed the vio-
lence on previous enmity be
tween the two local groups.

Motijheel police went to
the spot after the gunmen had
fled the scene

Police said that no arresi
was made until midnight last
night. Poliee were patrglling
the area.

Bangladeshi
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mounted in the Burimari bor-
der as Indian Border Security
Force and Bangladesh Rilles
went on alert amidst a dispute
over construction of a river
protection structure.

The civilians of the frontier
area have been evacuated fol-
lowing the tension.

Official sources said the BSF
had been obstructing a loop-
cutting project aimed at pro-
tecting the Customs office at
Burimari from erosion by river
Bama.

The Water Development '
Board has taken up the project
and sent labourers to the site
on April 2. But due to resis-
tance from the BSF, work
could not be started.

Work on the project started
Wednesday [ollowing agree-
ment between the higher au-
thorities of the two countries.
But the BSF again put up
resistance and started digging
bunkers and reinforcing its
strength without any provo-
cation.

The BDR 15th Battalion
again requested the BSF to
come forward to resolve the
dispute, but they refused.

Commitment
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Directorate will bhe imple-
mented in 1994-95, the
donors were told at the two-
day meeting which concluded
Wednesday.

The government also told
the donors that import con-
trols will be further disman-
tled by rationalising the tariff
structure to ensure that the fi-
nal customs duty does not ex-
ceed 45 per cent except for .
some time-bound rates up to
75 per cent. ~

The government will also
ensure effective monitoring on
the status of actual implemen-
tation and application of the
policy reforms at the busi-
nessman's level while the BOI,
DEDO and EPB will be
strengthened.

* Reforms of the Bangladesh
Bank will also be done to in-
crease ils supegvisory capacity.
The financial condition of the
banking system will be
strengthened by tightening the
classification and provision re-
quirements in a phase-manner
to match international stan-
dards and by working out capi-
tal strengthening plans with
individual private and public
sector banks.

Under its poverty alleviation
programme, the government
will focus its attention on edu-
cation, health, sanitation, fam-
ily planning, credit disburse-
ment and vulnerable group
distribution (VGD) progra-
mmes. .

Dhaka urges OIC
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logether immediately to work
oul a combined plan of action
to stop the genocide.”

‘Mostafiz assured that
Bangladesh, as an aclive mem-
ber of the OIC, would abide by.
its any decision to combat the
tragic situation.

2 The Foreign Minister re-
newed the country's resolute
stand on the predominantly
,Muslim republic, saying that
‘Bangladesh recognises Bosnia-
Herzegovina as an indepepdent
and sovereign state. Its territo-
rial integrity must be pro-
tected at any cost.”

He hoped that the world

body, super powers and all

others concerned would act
accordingly.

Dhaka to open
. mission in
Pretoria

Dhaka is considering to
establish diplomatic relation
with Pretoria imimediately
after 26-28 April all race votes
which will end the centuries-
old white rule in South Africa,
reports UNB.
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the city in progress.
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Bad weather hampers
demolition of hotel

By Staff Correspondent

The demolition work of the
precariously tilted six-storey
Meghna Hotel building in
Shantinagar is expected to be
completed within the next
couple of weeks.

Twenty labourers of a pri-
vate firm hired by the owner of
the building had demolished
half of the sixth floor and
pulled down all the grills yes-
terday.

During the demolition. a
small fire originating from a
snapped live ‘electric wire
broke out in the second floor
but was immediately doused by
the labourers with the help of
police.

Meanwhile, the building has
sunk several inches into the
soil, according to a supervisor
of the demolition team.

The private firm, Asley
Enterprise, was appointed Lo
bring down the building within
a week, but due to inclement
weather as well as other diffi¢
culties the progress of work
has been rather slow.

The hotel tilted by 15 de-
grees with 30 to 40 boarders
last Sunday night, leaving at
least five of them injured. The
demolition began Wednesday
following an order of the
Rajdhani Unnayan Katripakkha
(RAJUK] to avoid the possibil-
ity of the structure collapsing
and threatening the entire
neighbourhood. :

We are afraid to work on
the sixth floor,” a labourer
told The Dally Star yesterday
evening. “We could not demol-
ish the water tank for fear the
building might tilt further.”

Meanwhile. the RAJUK au-
thorities .were yet to trace the
file containing the approved
plans of the Meghna Hotel
building till yesterday.

The owner of the building
claimed he had received the
then DIT's approval for con-
structing a two-storied build-
ing in 1978. It is now sus-
pected that the building did

not get any approval at all, ae-
cording to RAJUK sourees.

Nixon in coma
NEW YORK, Apr 21: Former

President
condition deteriorated today

and doctors reported he was in
a deep coma, reports Reuter.

'Charachar’ best

Indian film
“of 1993

NEW DELHL Apr 21:
Buddhadeb Dasgupta's Bengali
film 'Charachar' today won the
national award for the best fea-
ture film of 1 for its poetic
presentation of human longing
for freedom, reports PTIL

- 'Manichitrathazhu’
(Malayalam) and 'Darr’ (Hindi)

"~ were adjudged as the best

popular films for providing
wholesome entertainment.

Richard Nixon's

-

Govt to set up
Land Bank

— Government is planning to
set up a Land Bank in the
country with the aim to pre-
vent landlessness and alleviate
poverty, reports UNB.

Initially, the Land Bank will
provide interest-free loans to
the poor and landless families
of 40 wards in 20 unions un-
der 10 thanas of the country.

This was disclosed by State
Minister for Land M Kabir
Hossain at a national seminar
on "Rehabilitation Problems of
the Landless in. Bangladesh and
the Land Reform Programme”
in Dhaka yesterday.

Hossain said the govern-

ment has a plan to introduce 3

computerised land recording
system in five divisional head-
quarters by next June for
modernising the country's land
management system.

Demolition of the Meghna Hotel building at Shnntinng'nr in

Cig tank collapse

Compensation for
victims demanded

-+ From Mcw

CHITTAGONG, 2):
Hundreds of people demon-
strated in fromt of Chittagong
WASA office here today de-
manmdi-ngdm:pam for the
vict M.‘ w
tank mishap.

The demonstrators submit-
twtdm: memorandum to the

authorities in of
their demands. -

Al least four wWere
killed and 20 others injured
when a large water reservoir
owned by the C WASA
collapsed yesterday at ADC Hill
behind Zahur Hawkers Mar-

ket
“ Meanwhile, the Chittagong

WASA Authority today sus-
pended two of its engineers on
the basis of the report of the
enqguiry committee on yester-

collapse. official sources said.
The

mittee headed

Assistant Engineer Nurul
Patwary of the WASA

ble for the incident.

to primary report of the in-
quiry commitiee.

DV-1 programme
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end at midnight on Thursday.
June 30, 1994
The news release

ernitertained if received earlier
or later than the stipulated

from any particular lecation.
The DV-1 immigrant visa
programme is the second such
programme where Bangla-
deshis are being eligible to

programme was the OP-1.

The final list of applicants
will be made through a lucky
draw.

More than one application
per person and failure to in-
clude the applicant's native
country and full name and ad-
dress on the envelope will
disqualify the application.

The maximum envelope
size is 10 inches by 4 ingches
while the minimum size is 6
inches by 3 inches.

Any applications submitted
by hand, telegram. or fax will
stand disqualified.

There is no fee for submit-
ting a request for registration

closed.

The DV-1 applicants, how-
ever, have some
for being eligible. They must
have at least high school or its
equivalent education or, within
the past five years, have two
years of work experience in an
occupation requiring at least
two years training or experi-
ence. - -

Documentary proof of edu-
cation or work experience
should not be submitted with
the application, but must be
presented to the consular offi-
cer at the time of formal im-
migrant visa application.

A total of 55,000 immigrant
visas will be issued in the DV-I.
calegory which will be made
available during the US f[iscal
1995. A maximum of 3,850
visas will be issued for the
Asian countries including
Bangladesh.

The nationals of those Asian
countries who have been ex-
cluded from the programme
are China and Talwan, India,
Philippines, Vietnam and
South Korea.

The applications have to be

addressed to: DV-1 Program,
National Visa Center, Por-

tsmouth, NH 00210, USA.

day's incident of water tank

three-member com-

by Salahuddin
Ahmed Chowdhury, member-
[inance of WASA found one
Executive Engineer Abdul
Karim Chowdhury and a Sub-

Haq

stated
that no applications would be

lime. It also stated that there
was no advantage in mailing

participate. The other previous

and no photo should be en-

requirements
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half an hour.

The heavy downpour also
left many areas" of the city in-
undated. The roads of Shan-
tinagar crossing,” Motijheel,
Mirpur Section 1, Tallabagh,
Gulbagh and other parts
remained under six to eight
inches of water,

Power supply was also dis-
rupted in many parts of the
city in the evening as the
nor'wester tore cables from
the electrics poles.

OQur Narayanganj Corres-
pondent adds : At least 20
persons were injured, more
than three hundred thatched
houses as well as several tin-
shed school buildings and jute
godowns were glamaged and a
number of trees uprooted’
when a nor'wester hit Narayan-
ganj and its. adjacent areas
yesterday. .

The nor'wester hit Narayan-
ganj. Siddhirganj. Rupganj and
Aralhazar thanas thrice — first
at 12:15 pm, lasting about 45
minutes, while the second
storm came at 4:30 pm and
lasted half an hour.

According to information
received from Bandar, Rupganj
and Araihazar police stations,
about 250 houses, including
tin-shed primary school build-
ings, were damaged in the
storms

Besides, the roofs of about
ten jute godowns, including.

‘Nor'westers claim 6, injure 330

one each of the Mutlual Jute
Spinners and the Popular Jute
Exchange, were blown away.
The walls of Bawa Jute Mills at
Siddhirganj and the tamarind
mills of the Adamjee Jute Mills
were severely damaged.

The boundary wall of the
Narayanganj Club was also

‘damaged when the storm hit

Narayanganj town,

A boat carrying wheat and
rice bags sank in the
Sitalakhya. The roof of the
Kamtal Malibhita Madrasasah
and Orphanage in Bandar thana
was blown away leaving more
than 500 students and orphans
shelterless. .

Meanwhile, the ggriculture
Extension Directorate based in
the town told this correspon-
dent that jute saplings worth
several lakh t ad been de-
stroyed in Narayanganj district
during the storms.

Sirajganj

UNB adds, a persom was
killed and nine others were
injured when a nor'wester hit
three thanas of Sirajganj dis-
trict yesterday afternoorr.

Omar Al, 52, of Sathal vil-
lage in Chowhali thana was
killed on his way back home
tluring the storm.

The storm, accompanied by
hails and thundershowers,
raged over Sadar, Ullapara and
Chowhali thanas at a speed of
50 to 60 km per hour.

Al least 200 thatched huts
were damaged and a number of
trees uprooted in the storm
which lasted about half an
hour,

Savar

Another UNB report from
Savar says, a boy was killed,
over 300 villagers were woun-
ded and at least 2,000 tha-
tched houses damaged when a
tornado lashed eight villages of
Jadavpur and Baisakanda
unions of Dhamrai thana aliter
midnight Wednesday.

Suruj Ali. 14, of Jadavpur
village was killed on the spot
at midnight when a wall of his
residence fell upon Mm during
the lornado. :

The alfecled villages are:
Jadavpur, Dhanpara, Shaitta,
Chunna. Zamrabari, Burail,
Bharaiya and Bangal para. The
Damrapara Primary School and
Bazar were also damaged.

According to the UP chalf-
men of Jadavpur and
Bamsakanda — Shamsul Alam
and Wazed Ali — most of the
wounded could not be at-
tended till this and a
number of victifis are being
treated by village doctors.
However, local people along-
with policemen. have began
rescue operation.

Several thousand shelter-
less villagers are their
time in great distress unde

, the open sky. -

NEW DELHI, Apr 21: India wen't
ballistic missile programme under wesiern pressure, Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Rao said Thursday. Rao denied that

Washington had asked New Delhi to stop testing long-range

missiles that India's military scientists
“There is no pressure from the US

abandon its ambitious

have developed.
... There is no guestion

about yielding to it.” Rao told Parliament. reports AP.

a . Il" ’ ]

repeal of

Pak blasphemy law

LAHORE. Apr 21: More than 4 000 Christians rallied here
today to demand the repeal of a blasphemy law seen by 'mi-
norities in Muslim Pakistan as a source of their victimisation
by religious militants. The two-hour march was the largest in
a series of demonstrations held by Christians since the April
5 slaying here of a Christian accused of blasphenwy, an offence
punishable with death under a Pakistani law, reports AFP.

| Pak SC restores
NWEFP govt

ISLAMABAD, Apr 21: Pa-

_opposition-led provincial gov-

AFP

i By a 7-2 majority decision.
the nine Supreme Court judges

declared that the President

Frontier Province
Chief Minister, Sabir Shah.

Tax lawyers

reject NBR
memo

The Dhaka Taxes
Association yestertiay held an
emergency meeting in suppori
of April 24 action programmes
announce by the Bangladesh
Tax Lawyers Associalion, re-
ports UNB.

The meeting. held in the
hall room of the association
with its president Alhaj Abdus
Samad in the chair, rejected
the NBR (National Board of
Revenue ) memo issued on
April 16 fixing the minimum
income tax at Tk 1500 and

original circular in this regard.
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of foodgrains would be re
quired for consumption by
11.55 crore pcnple'nl' the
country during the current
year. The gross production ol
crops was estimated at nearly
two crore tons and the net
production at 1.75 crore tond.
About the deficit of about
15-20 lakh tons. he said, the

the consumption of adult per-
sons. Less consumption by
women and children as well as
food grant from abroad will
make up the gap. he added.

"Bangiadesh is about to at-
tain self-sufficiency, in food.”
said the minister.

Explaining the reasons for
wheat procurement, he said it
was aimed at giving incentives
to the farmers who produced
12 lakh tons of wheat this year.

tion,” he said.

The Food Minister pointed
out that the government would
continue the open market sale
(OMS) systemm on "no loss, no
gain”
market.

Despite the Iree markel
economy being pursued by the
government it is yet' to be
established and so "we want to
hold some control over the
market,” said Shawkat.

Food Secretary Islamuddin
Malik and Director General of
the Food Directorate M

the piress conference.

- Serb gunners
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UN-designaled 'safe havens' in
Bosnia as part of a new allied
drive to press Bosnian Serbs
toward a negotiated peace.

. Clinton made official and
filled in details on a new US
plan outlined by some of his
aldes shortly after he had dis-
cussed the proposal by tele-
phone with Russia's President

Boris Yeltsin, France's Presi-
dent Francois Mitterrand and
Canada's Prime Mimister Jean

Chretien.
'Let me be clear about our

objectives,' he said.
‘Working with our allies, the

- Russians and others, we must

help the warring parties in
Bosnia to reach a negotiated
settlement. To do that we
must make the Serbs pay a
higher price for continued vio-
lence so that it will be in their
interest more clearly to return
to the negotiating table . . .'

Hartal damage
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overpopulation and environ-
mental [ragility”, -the donors
observed.

The meeting commented
that the relorm programmes
taken so far have neither exac-
erbated Bangladesh's wides-

mad poverty nor have they
much impact in redueing
it

The meeting also agreed
that child labour needs to be
more effectively regulated but
that, to avoid serfous adverse
side effects, the approach

must be gradual.

kistan's Supreme Court teday
ordered the restoration of an

ernment sacked by President
Farooq Ahmed Leghari recen-
tly. court officials said, reports

had exceeded his powers in
dismissing the North West
INWFP)

Bar

demanded cancellation of the

Food procurement

statistics was done considering

"We also want crop diversifica-

basis to control the .

M.utazuddin were present HL-

College student
: killed 1n
road mishap

By DMCH Correspondent

A college student., Abul
Hossain Bhuiyan. 25, died and
at least five others were in-
jured in a road accident in the
city's Sher-e-Bangla Nagar area
vesterday

The accident occurred
when the front wheel of a
three-wheeled awto-tempo
burst and the vehicle turned
upside down on the
Sarani at around 7 iIn
MOTTHNE.

Fatally wounded Hossain
was rushed to the Dhaka Me-
dical College Hospital (DMCH)
where he succumbed to his
injuries in the afternoon.

the

All the injured persons
were given first aid at diflerent
private medicare centres.

Hossain was a B Com stu-
dent of the Dhaka City College.

Tejgaon police seized the
damaged auto tempo bearing
Mo Dhaka Metro Pa-05-0434

and a case was lodged.

Australasia Cup
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bours at the desert venue since
a dramatic win in a low-scor-
ing match way back in 1985,

For former world champi-
ons India today's encounter
holds significance beyond sim-
ple revenge of a six-wicket loss
to the Pakistan in one of the
group matches of this toufney
featuring, among other coun-
tries. Australia, the 1987
World Cup champions, Sri
Lanka and New Zealand A UAE
selection comprising players
from the subcontinent com-
pletes the line-up. India. who
are taking part in the meet fol-
lowing repeated overtures
from the meet sponsors, had
earlier beycotted the meet al-
leging a pro-Pakistani bias
among the organisers.

India, who enjoy vociferous
support from the large number
of expatriates evenly dis-
tributed into two camps on the
stadium stands, produced a
thoroughly professional per-
formance in the first semifinal

Tuesday to outclass Australia by

seven wickets.

Pakistan, on the other
hand, powered by a world
record stand of 263-run be-
tween centwrions Inzamamul
Hug and opener Aamir Sohail,
made short work of New
Zealand in the other semifinal
Wednesday to conjure an
adrenalin flowing, passionate
and proper final.

Bangladesh Television,
which has been doing a yeo-

man's service by making ar-
rangements for live telecast

fromi the semifinals stage,
keeping in mind the keen in-
terest of the local fans in the
cricketing affairs of the neigh-
bours, will be on air from 11
am BST time for a ball-by-ball
coverage of the 50 overs-a-side

final. .
Tashkent
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lishment of diplomatic ties at
the ambassador level was
signed between Uzbek foreign
minister Obaidulla Abdu Razza-
kov and the then Bangladesh
ambassador to Moscow Mus-

When the Soviet Union
broke up nearly five years ago
spawning 15 new republics
many countries made a rush to
establish diplomatic missions
with the republics — particu-
larly the ones in Central Asia.
Their decision, ostensibly, was
driven more by economic
rather than political considera-
tions.

Among the five countries in
Central Asia, Uzbekistan and
its capital Tashkent was a nat-
ural choice to base tHeir mis-
sions since it was the most de-
veloped in the region.

With a population of 20.5
million in an area of 173,000
SQ miles, Uzbekistan is laden
with enormous resources.

The country has the fourth
largest reserve -of gold and it
ranks eighth in gold produc-
tion in the world. It also con-
tains huge untapped deposits
of oil, natural gas, silver, and
uranium. Besides, Uzbekistan
is the fourth largest producer
of cotton — its main cash crop
— and is also rich In other

agricultural products, fruits,
and vegetables
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