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Gender Equality in the US Judiciary System
by Aasha Mehreen Amin |

If there is any instrument that can bring tional Association of Women Judges (NAWS) in
about significant changes in the status of wom- the late '70s. Its goals included among others:
en it is the legal system. Whether it is a devel- to appoint or elect a greater number of women
oping country like Banglagesh or an advanced judges to all levels of the federal and state judi-
one like the US, laws that are geared to greater ciary; to abolish discrimination against women
gender equality certainly make a difference. Yet in the courts and to oppose sex discrimination
implementation has always been a problem in society.
since most of these laws have been erected in Among the major steps of making the judici-
patriarchal systems where equality of the sexes ary more just, has been the appointing of task
has not been quite appreciated, much less un- forces comprised of lawyers and judges to
derstood. study every aspect of the judicial system and

Progress, however, cannot be denied for a identify incidents of gender bias. In the last 15
country where women did not gain voting years, mentions Meacham, judges and lawyers
rights until 1920. The American woman has have found that the judiciary has not been fair
come a long way. This is especially true of the to women. The findings and recommendations
judicial system which now employs more and of the various task forces has had several posi-
more women lawyers, advocates and judges, a tive results. "Incidents such as wife battering,
trend that is certainly a step forward in the that were not prosecuted as crimes, says Mea-
gender-&quality struggle. cham, "are now being prosecuted as crimes.”

Judge Margie Meachani™a county court judge In the past, if a woman was forced to have sex
of Rawlins, Wyoming is one of the earliest be- by a man she knew it was not considered as
neficiaries of this trernd with almost 40 years rape, now such an incident can be charged as
experience in this profession. At a recent lec- rape." Women also receive better alimony pay-
ture held at the USIS (Unites States Informa- ments, Meacham adds., showing the court's
tion Service) centre in Dhaka, Meacham gave recognition of women who have devoted many

an overview of the his- [ =" om0 o T "= years of their lives to
tory of the American | A : | the home and family.
judicial system with | GocamEt e e T (There are also
rtglrd to Eﬂﬂdﬂr ; ot c ST : :Z.::E_E*. twice as man}f' WOInen
equality, highlighting = =] judges as there were
the important devel- {1 10 years ago. For the
opments that have led first time two'women
to greater awareness have been appointed
and lesser sex dis- to the Supreme Court,
crimihations. Later, in something that wifl
an exclusive interview make a major differ-
with The Daily Star, ~{ ence for the equality
Meacham elaborated .| of women, according
further on the subject to Meacham. "In my
and also gave some { time 1 was the only
impression on her vis- woman in law school,”
it to this country. she says, "now there
Meacham -points are 40-50 per cent
out that to understand women: this is help-
where the US is 4n ing in making laws
gender equality it is more just for women."”
important to know Meacham, admits
that the judiciary has however, that there .
been developing for are still some dispari-
almost 400 years. One ties in the system as
of the pioneers of § | regards to being a
gender equality is Wy- | partner or advancing
oming, Meacham's ho- in one's career where
metown, the first women lawyers are

American territory to still at a disadvantage.
grant women the = As far as attitudes of
right to vote and serve Judge Margie Meacham male colleagues are

on juries’'in 1870. In 1924, again in Wyoming, concerned, Meacham says while some men are
the first woman governor of any state was elect- very supportive, there will always be those that
ed. still belong to the "old boys club.”

The rest of the country however was still far On abortion Meacham's views are cautions
behind. In the 1960s, says Meacham, who held but definite. "Women have a right to control
the offices of justice of Peace and Municipal their own bodies.” she says. Her answer to the
Judge consecutively at that time in Wyoming. question whether being a woman judge it is dif-
the legal and judicial system was made up al- ficult to be totally impartial if her personal
most entirely of men. Only three per cent of views conflict with the court's decision. is a
the legal profession were women. In the 70s. counter question: "Am 1 prejudiced because I
says Meacham. thoughtful, progressive women am a woman? Are men judges prejudiced be-
in the legal profession realized that the exist- cause they are men?

ing laws, created by men, were actually detri- Meacham's visit to Bangladesh has been an
mental m;_ Some of the results were interesting experience. In Dhaka she witnessed
women Aot obtain credit in their own a mock jury trial put by the students of

name; contriBution to the home and child- " the law department. Sbe also met with advo-
rearing were given no value in a divorce; often cates of Ain O Shalish Kendra discussing issues
women were not believed if they claimed rape: of gender equality and discrimination. Mea-
and domestic violence and sexual harassment cham also visited Chittagong and Rajshahi Uni-
were terms that had ngt been invented. It may versity. Meacham sat in an a mediation be-
be mentioned that the same elements of ine- tween a husband and wife, where the husband
quality can be seen in countries like Bangla- had refused to take the wife to his home after
desh today. their marriage. “The mediator was very skilled

One of the first steps towards removing and eventually the man agreed to take back his

hese anomalies was the formation of the Na- wife.” she says.
British MP due

: % Keith Vaz will arrive here io-
morrow on a three-day visit Lo
Bangladesh, reports UNB.

Vaz was re-elected to the
House of Commons in 1992.
Earlier, as a Labour Party nom-
inee he was elected to the
House of Commons from
Leicester Eastl constlituency in

[O87
9({;” has been a member of
Honw Affairs Select Commi-
itee of the House of Commons

Convocation'94 of the Bangladesh Mnagtment Deve. Since 1987. He (s also

. associated with a number of
lopment Centre (BMDC) was held yesterday. Industyies BubllE and trade’ union or.

Minister A K M Zahiruddin Khan attended the ceremony as ganisations and social groups

_chief guest. N in UK. ]
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Hundreds of women yester- CORRIGENDUM
E%&E&‘:ﬁtﬁﬁ;}s *| | With reference to the Prospectus of the Curﬁ
:;:;1; F:: !:rﬂrl;i;g F;::ET&’ E; SDearI:yal E%qtfl?n 28th March 1994 in Part VIII under

fatwabaj 2 Ke Nuard o Aveno, Dbk
day staged a rally in the city to
Organised by the Women published in The Bangladesh Observer and The
chanting slogans demanded

that the government should Return on Equity . (%)

take immediate action against : (mm eq“ﬁy

the Fatwabaj who they said / y

were inflicting injustice upon | should be read as -

women ignoring the normal "Re :

law of the land. : | turn on Share Capital (%)
wT?}E r.:]ly' which was moving (net profit / share capital)"

drds ;f‘;;"i‘;‘fm“‘p“;‘“g; and the ratio should be 32.20 instead of 33.20

police at the SAARC fountain in 1'993.
crossing beside the Sonargaon

"women” held at a local hotel

Three cyclone shelters built

Razzake All said today that " o o 2.2

Hotel. | We sincerely regret the inadvertent error.
Following the interception . . P _
of the rally, a 7-member team This corrigendum is issued as per directive of
....... proceeded to the Prime Minis- Securities and Exchange Commission. . -
ter's Secretariat. The team | i : - -
comprised Rokeya Kabir, Ruby |—— : : et e
Gaznabi, Ayesha Khanam, Mah- . xapa
fuza Shilu, Krishna Chandra, W ﬁm;‘-
Shamsunnahar and Shaheeda \ﬁ m
Begum. | . _ "
Mahbuba Lina read out the - : e qFM §71],  BIl 3
memorandum signed by ' '
o e wonc ot | | AFONNETH OifeTagfed
gathering which requested the ) _ '
Prime Minister to take stern _ ' | '
4 action against those creating : -
hindrances in establishing " '4'!; " -
: equal rights of women. - wen RE 8 #Yf% wMEE e ¢ S T8
T : : LW a AT I & CPRen Smiey o ffde
The Women's Development Forum brought out a procession DISCHSSIGH on qrETeTE | 1::3.” s au0e aﬁqq?:: Tb'lﬁlt;; 1?1;“
from the city's Bangla Motor area yesterday protesting fOUd fOf edn Frrszeia Bt (e WA | RIS RS | e
the illegal and immoral issuance of Fatwa against’ Wﬁlﬁ. ' g3 wifw IRe ok
women. — Star photo Speakers at a discussion . ] q1 W‘l"ﬁ LEL ]
yesterday underscored the - Rzsamasy B A
need for making the Food for | |y) G AZ3mm T $553- 30 FAA & FIW 31 I %, A
Workshop on ~ Cyclone shelters | education Programme of the s W™ e wHoe W =
% : government corruption free so j 8 ok ,
women held 1n SﬂﬂdWlp that it helps expansion of edu- ) TRELy B wE R, 9 o A9 awmE e
: cation in the country, reports AfEat a3 Ferfie M FEHT) g RS Wea )
. In Khulna tobe opened |®s oo | | SR afebeR ape we/ Rt e o
ey observed tha e ST st Aire wene
KHULNA, Apr 20: Speaker tOmQ]‘]‘OW newly introduced programme ﬂﬁ = =R 3 'R e
of the Jatiya Sangsad Shaikh would surely increase the en- AYE IS 224 | |

- rollmerft and halt the dropout | |8) & @R 7@ B affgs T Bre i smem

women are the inextricable at primary level. | YT FWTSH FAIE P S e WA

part of the society. Their par- I[)ncmll:l]:ufrap;tﬂdh: it The speakers, however, felt | | ¢) ypq Fe 74 W wfowel ?;ﬁt’l oRR  (vfwen

ticipation in the development  ° JGE PHIOTIOW, TET | that Food for. Education pro- Howera) TeTfie I RS IS TR |

activities is inevitable as they i s oFins il «gramme alone cannot attain

are playing a pioneering role in of Fprcrl:rh Sk e Mis ?n the goals of education and | | - 99 by @ Fafs aﬁ'émqm ARG TS

developing our soclo-economic o FEUET SN anay h" therefore strict measures have face 22| 7

condition besides managing nglades : augurate the | {5 be taken to maintain the FTENF (@ (FF AT @F ABE IR T TS
shelters which Were com- standard of education to make i ] ; :

the house-hold affafrs, reports  Pleted in 1993. fhe primiiryedvcstion - usdkit: |- 1R e afen 3R 44 wwer angw |

BSS « French government and a | o ipe oo feap™ (@@ q33¢-d0/s ©2 C12 ™V T

French NGO "Foundation of
France" provided the financial
assistance while "Archilects
Sans Frontiers” gave technical
Assistances in constructing the
shelters.

The shelters have already
been handed over to two local

Presided over by Muham- NGOs — Bangladesh Nari
mad Enamul Huq, Secretary, Progati Sangha NPS] and ]

He was addressing as chief
guest at the inaugural session
of the day-long workshop on
"equality, development and
peace for the advancement of

here.

Ministry of Women and Chil- Bangladesh Samaj Unnayan |~ 5 ;Ab!u R:una'hd Matiniddin

dren's Affairs the function, Samity (BSUS]).

being organised under the The shelters, during the
joint auspices of the Ministry normal time, will be used ei-
of Women and Children's ther as schools. clinics or as
Affairs and UNDP was -also meeting and function halls de-
addressed, among others, by pending on the programmes
UNDP representative Md Igbal implemented by BNPS and
Karim. BSUS.
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Bangladesh Armed Forces personnel alighting the special
UN chartered aircraft which brought them back from

OFP(G) 74711714
G682

Rwanda yesterday. — ISPR photo

hots_ o ROK envoy

meets Matin

B , V The Ambassador of Republic

of Korea (ROK) in Bangladesh

The discussion, titled 'Food
for Education: A significant
step in primary education' was

held at the Bﬂrlitigl:tfuul‘;cﬂ au- , CAREER OPPORTUNITY _
uim in =i undaer e IN RESEAIRCH

auspices of Campaign for Popu- !
lar Education (CAMPE), . : . , ;
cua]itim:“:f country's ]cadinga BRAC is looking for ane Editor for a professional jeurnal dnd
NGOs' dealing with li _ some Researchers for its expanding research and tzvaluatjon
""i- work,.Persgns, with. excell PSS, a.En
and Bangla are encouraged to apply. All positions (except Sl.
No. 4) are Dhaka based.

1  EXECUTIVE EDITOR: The person should ideally have
worked in a university of established rescarchi organisation
and have wide experiences in rescarch publication and
dissemination. The core responsibility includ zs editing of an
upcoming journal in rural development andi dissemination
of research in the form of monograph and
bulletin/newsletter. Must have confidence and drive 10
accomplish the Lask indepe ndently. Age upward of 50 years.
Salary negotiable.

2 RESEARCH NUTRITIONIST: Should have a basic
dggree in any field of social sciences with post-graduation
in nutrition or allied field. Have a miriimum of two years
experience in research smd willingness 1o ravel extensively
in the rural area. Computer skills preferred. Salary
negotable.

3 SENIOR/JUNIOR RESEARCHERS IN ECONOMICS
AND EDUCATION: Must have post-graduate degree in
related field securirig at least 55 p.c. marks in both Hons
and Masters. Preference will be given 10 those having
MS/PhD degree ‘with publications. The job demands
extensive iravel i the rural area. Sadary negotiable.

4 RESEARCH INTERNEES: BRAC proposes to offer
internship 1o selected candidates for training in research.
Period one yesr. Candidates muist have good academic
record with Masters degree in any branch of Social
Sciences. Musit be willing 1o stay and work in the rvral
areas. Consoli dated Salary around Tk.5500. .

Women are especially encouraged 10 apply.

Please apply w/ith complete bio-data and one recent
passport size photograph to Personnel Department,
BRAC, 66 Mohakhali C/A ., Dhaka 1212 by

6 May 1994 . Please print the position applied

for on the eavelope. AL
ORI A S ——C T T I C——
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CAPME director Dr Abdullah Al

Muti Sharfuddin, and As-
sistant Seeretary of External

Resources Division Mahmudur
Rahman were. among others,
who took part in the discus-
sion.

Justice Rahman to

attend seminar
in USA

Justice M H Rahman, the
senior judge of the appellate
division of the Supreme Court
left Dhaka lor Washington for
attending a seminar on 'inter-
natlonal human rights law, its
application in national juris-
prudence.” reports BSS.

The seminar {s organized by
Lthe Aspen Institut's Justice
and Society Program.

Turkish envoy
meets CU VC

CHITTAGONG. Apr 20:
Kutlu Ozguvence. Ambassador
of Turkey in Bangladesh, called
on the Vice-Chancellor of Chit-
tagong University, Profl. R |
Choudhury. at the latter's of-
lice here today, reports BSS.

The Ambassador was ac-
companied by his wife Madam
Kuthu ‘Ozguvettce and the
honorary consul-general of
Turkey in Bangladesh, Salaud-
din Kashem Khan

They discussed maitters of
mutual interest.

The Turkish Ambassader
also visited the head office of

Bangladesh Shipping Corpora- l

tion here today.

Th“ﬁ‘dﬂy Jong Kyon Byun called on
4-30  Opening announcement Home Minister Abdul Matin
Al-Quran Chowdhury at his Secretariat
Programme summary office yesterday. reports BSS
4-45  Rumjhum During the meeting they
g;g mﬂ;'wl e Skl discussed the economic. social
Debate Competition situation, monetary investment
6-30 Esho Para Shikhi in Bﬂ_nglﬂ-l'jtlh h_"’ South Korea
700 Jiboner Alo and other .bilateral issues of
7-25  Nagrul songs cooperation in a cordial atmo-
8-00 News in Bangla sphere.
8-30 Drama of the week — Alo The Korean Ambassador in-
Adhar formed the minister that 19
:g:i mm "_ﬂ‘lfﬂ::’dwm investment companies of
11:30 Khabar/The News Kurea are now working in
11-40 Tomorrow's programme Bﬂﬂglﬂdfﬁh and ﬂ-ﬂught Imnore
summary cooperation from Bangladesh
11-45 Closing government.
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Thundershowers likely
By Staff Correspondent

Rain or thundershowers accompanied by the Kalbaishakhi
squalls with hails is likely to occur at places over Barisal,
Chittagong and Dhaka divisions during the next 12 hours
commencing from 6 pm today (Thursday).

The Met Office forecasts these may also eccur at one or
two places over Khulna and Rajshahi divigions during the
period. ;

The day temperature will remain nearly unthanged over
the country. it adds.

Today's maximum temperature in Dhaka was 33 .4 degrees
Ceisius and minimum 19.6 degrees while the country's
highest temperature was recorded of 37.4 degrees Celsius In
iswardi and the lowest of 18 in Rangamati.

The sum sets today at 6.22 pm and rises tomorrow (Friday) [
at 531 am . |
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HIGH SPEED WARPING MAC HINE
HIGH SPEED REELING MACHINE
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- R . | (WHOLE PLANT PROJECT)
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X WEAVING.
Our President now are at Motel Purbani,
Room No # B03 with most details on various
L | Textile Machine. Please: Contact with us
*  belcre sunday.
Phone: 866801-05, 25i3081-84 or
Phone: 865103 / 4 (BCA)
TAIWAN COMPANY:

BBy BRasN FAX: 886-5-2650912
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