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Donors at the Paris Aid Club
pledged yesterday 2.1 billion

Kabi Ahm US dollars for Bangladesh- for
| by, rU ad fiscal 1994-95, according to a
Pm 4 message received in Dhaka.

The amount was equal to what
Bangladesh indicated as neces-
! sary for its development pro-
grammes.

The aid package constitutes
UN request more 1550 million dollars as preject
| : for | aid, 360 milllon as commodity
RIT power aid, and 190 million as food

i H ﬂﬂ.
fBE s b:.m“ g:)dl:h According to agency re-
or instabi ‘ty niom ports, the World Bank Vice
President for South Asia Jo-
M 16 seph Wood chaired the Bang-

ladesh Aid Group meéting.
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|. Donors demand faster reform, better 1mplementat10n

- By Staff Correspondﬂnt

The Bangladesh side, led b}r
Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman, also included Finance
Secretary Nasimuddin Ahmed,
ERD Secrgtary Mohammad
Lutfullahil Majid and Planning
Commission Member Moka-

~ mmel Haq. .
The new pleda%e by the aid
consortium s 130 million dol-

lars less than what it had
pledged for 1993-94. =

During the meeting, the
Finance Minister mentioned
the country’'s performance in.
reforming the economy and
said there has been some sig-
nificant improvement in
poverty alleviation.

In the coming year, the fo-:
cus of policy attention will be
on equitable distribution ef the
berefits of high growth for
faster reduction of poverty,
continued improvement in
business environment and
improvement in public sector
implementation capacity.

The Finance Minister said
the government would con-
tinue its reform measures and
would provide safety nets for
adversely affected segments of
the society.

‘Saifur Rahman said that
human development enjoyed
the highest priority since
poverty reduction is over-

Club pledges $2.1b

whelmingly dependent on it.

UNB adds: This year, the
Aid ‘Group meeting discussed
three themes: addressing
poverty, improving - public ad-
ministration and energising
the. private sector.

* The discussion on poverty

was opened by Secretary of the

Economic Relations Division
Lutfullahil Majid on behalf of
the Bangladesh delegation.
Majid said although pover-
ty had declined in the last

- three years, an unacceptably

large proportion of the popu-
lation in Bangladesh remained

poor. »
See Page 12 Col 7

@he Daily Star

ZILQUAD 9, 1414 HIJRI

e~ B s e—

Remst autocratic forces,
their allies: Khaleda

GOMNATI ([Nilphamari),
Apr 20: Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia today made a fer-
vent call for all to work to-
gether in democratic spirit to
make the country self-reliant
through increased production,
employment generation and
poverty alleviation, reports
UNB.

"We. believe in multiparty
“democracy. There mgight be
differences of opinion and
ideologies im a multiparty
democracy. But we should all
unite in national interest and
for development of the coun-
try.” she sald at a mammoth
public meeting at the Gomnati
football ground in Domar
thana.

Begum Zia denounced a po-
litical party. without naming it,
“for joining hands with the au-
tocratic force. to destroy

democracy and urged the peo-
ple to reject that combine and
cooperate with the govern-
ment to continue the forward
march of develupmant and
democracy.

"The party that kill:d
democracy and the one which
snatched democracy are now
united to jeopardise the hard-
earned democracy,” the Prime
Minister said. making an ap-
parent dig at the Awami
League and Jatiya. Party who
have called a nationwide hartal
on April 26 to press for fresh
election under a carctak:r
government.

Begum Zia a-:cused tht:m of

*making attempts to push the

country backward by creating

indiscipline and obstructing

development programmes

taken up by the government.
See Page 12 Col 1
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Tripura state Romesh Bhandari-

Th ‘nitm;l Guﬂ.-rnur of Tripura Rumeﬂh Bhandhari exchanging pleasantnel with a grnup Df
rehabilitated Chakma returnees at the Dighinala Shishu Academy during his visit to the

Khagrachhari hill dutrict. yesterday

— Star photo

Bhandari happy
over Chakma

rehabilitation

From Staff Correspondent

KHAGRACHHARI, Apr 20:
governor of India's

said today that a positive atmo-
sphere was prevailing in the
hilly areas here for the return
of the rest of the Chakma
refugees.

Bhandari. who visited some
areas here today to see the
conidition of Chakma refugees
repatriated in February this
year, told newsmen on arrival
at Dighinala thana, "I met some
returnee families here who
had expressed their satisfac-
tion at their rehabilitation.”

The Tripura governor flew
in here from Dhaka this morn-
ing and went to the Ramgarh,
Dighinala, and Panchhan thana
areas of Khagrachhari hill dis-
trict. He was accompanied by
Kalparanjan Chakma, MP and
some high ranking officials.

When asked if the prevail-

See Page 12 Col 1

Opposition undecided over
joining JS session

. By Staff Correspondent

The opposition parties in

| Parliament yesterday agreed to

stick to their demand for the
next general elections under a
caretaker government but dif-
fered on the ways of achieving
their goal.

The largest and the second
“largest opposition parties in -
the Jatiya Sangsad (JS) — the
Awami League (AL) and the
Jatiya Party (JP) — felt that a
boycott of the next Parliament
session would put effective
pressure on the gevernment to
meet the Opposition demand.

But the Jamaat-e-Islami.
Bangladesh, the Gano Forum
(GF), and the Ganotantri Party
tGP) observed that a boycott
would only help the ruling
parly to launch a propaganda
campaign against the Oppo-
sition that they were respon-
sible for rendering Parliament
ineffective. These parties
pleaded for more time to

discuss the issue in their
réspective party forums.
National Democratie Party
(NDP) leader Salahuddin
Quader Chowdhury is learnt to
have suggested that the major
opposition parties first decide

whether they wanted to over--

throw the government in the
near future or merely assert
certain points to ensure an
honourable settlement with
the ruling party.

All these various positions
of the different opposition
parties were revealed at a
three-hour long meeting held
at the Jatlya Sangsad chamber
of the Leader of the Opposition
and AL chief Sheikh Hasina.

Opposition Chief Whip Mo-
hammad Nasim. while briefing
newsmen after the meeting,
said the Opposition was uhan-
imous on the demand for
holding the next parliamentary

'See Page 12 Col 3
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Pakistan in
Australasia

Cup final
By Sports Reporter

.  World Cup champions.

Pakistan set up a clash with .
arch-rivals India in Friday's fi- -

~nal of the Australasia Cup

cricket championship in

In Il:it semifinal ﬁutuﬂay
they beat New Zealand by 62
runs in a big-scoring match.

See also 11
Put in to bat Pakistan,

thanks to centuries by opener

Aamir Sohail and Inzamamul
Huq and a record ' secopnd
wicket stand by the pair of 271
for all one-day internationals,
made 328 for the loss of two
wickets in the stipulated 50

In reply, New Zealand bat-
ted gamely but were restricted
to 266 for seven at the end nf
their 50 overs.

On Tuesday, India ou
Australia in the first Wumﬂ

Task force to
- W00 Japanese

investment -

Star Report t

A task force to identify ways
and means of attraeting Ja-
panese investment in the
country has been formed re-
cently with M Morshed Khan,
Special Envoy of the Prime
Minister, as convenor, accord-
ing to sources.

The task force is a follow-up
of the Prime Minister's Japan
tour along with some of the
country's top businuu lﬂﬂu'l
last month.

The task force will formu-
late a report on future actions,
according to which the gov-
ernment will take steps to at-
tract Japanese investment.

Other notable members of
the team include Mahbubur
Rahman. president of the Fe-
deration of Bangladesh Cham-

Gender Equality in the
US Judiciary System
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Capital flight thru'
sl:ock market feared

By Sohel Manzur i

racketeering and specify the
role of the Securities and

Exchange Commission (SEC)
to ensure normal behaviour of
the market. :

in a share market, capital
gain or price earning is con-
sidered to be the determining
factor for share purchase
rather than dividend. and
there are certain rules for
earning the prices of shares,
the experts said. The foreign
investors play the game well,
they added.

In fact, the speculative
deals in the country's capital
— Mmarket are in the main the
"] outcome of the ignorance of
the local investors about the
rules of the game. the experts

| observed.

"Equities are a mosi risky
type of investment. But the lo-
cal investors do not even want
to understand the nces of

See Page 12C01 6
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-Nor’west'ﬁrkills,l* N

2 in capital

By Staff Cerrespondent

~_ A severe Kalbaishakhi, or

nor'wester, hit the capital and
its adjoining areas late yester-
day afternoon. killing at least
two persons and injuring more
than 100 others, Meteoro-
logical Office and hospital
sources said.

Monir Hossaln, a 20-year
old restaurant boy and Anwar
Hossain. 45, were killed when
a tree uprooted and feli on a
roadside hotel shack near the
Dhaka . Medical * College
Hospital (DMCH), sources said.

DMCH sources also said that
25 injured persons had been
admitted and scores of others
who came from different parts
of the city were given first aid.

The nor'wester, packing a
wind speed of up te 103 km
per hour,- hit Dhaka's Uttara
and Zia airport areas at around
4:40 pm, one Met official said.
In other parts of the capital
the wind speed was recorded
at 77 km per hour. The fury of
the storm reportedly lasted

See Page 12 Col 2
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WRATH OF NATURE: An uprooted tree crushed a number

_of rickshaws during yesterday afternoon s nor'wester at the

“city's Nilkhet area

— Star photo
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QUIZ3 BEGINS TODAY

“° (You can still send entries for Quiz 2 up to April 23, 1994) '
Your chance to watch the World Cup '94 final live by winning our
BUMPER PRIZE of an all-paid trip to Los Angeles and a
super ticket to the July 17 final.

Plus scores of other fabulous prizes * - See Page 11 for details
" HOW TO PARTICIPATE

From TODAY, APRIL 21, 94, The Duily S starts Quiz 3 on World Cup Soccer. In Quiz 3,
a set of questions will be published for 10 consecutive days in the Sports Page of

The Daily St

"

| FmURE OF THE ROUNDS |
ROUND __ STARTS ENDS

. Quiz3 21 April 94 30 April '94

Quiz4 1 May '94 10 May ‘94

Qui: 5 11 May %4 20 May 94

Quiz 6 21 May '94 20 June ‘94

* All prizes courtesy of Transcom Electronics Ltd
Licensed manufacturer of PHILIPS Lihting products. Radio and TV Sets.

ANSWERS MUST
REACH BY

3 May %4
13 May 94
23 May ™4
23]um.- ‘94

ar. Write down the correct answers to ALL the questions clearly and hand-deliver
or mail the ORIGINAL paper clipping to: THE DAILY STAR, HOUSE NO: 11, ROAD NO: 3,
DHANMANDI R/A DHAKA: 1205, as per the following fixture:

e

' LUCKY DRAW
FORPRIZES | °

4 May
14 May
24 May "~
24]une

YOU MAY SEND AS MANY ENTRIES AS YOU LIKE.

Remember, envelopes must be marked “STAR QUIZ 3”.
ALL YOU HAVETO DO IS TICK OFF THE CORRECT ANSWERS AND MAIL US THE COUPON AS FAST AS YOU CAN.
$0O, MAKE SURE YOU GET YOUR COPY OF The Daily Star EVERYDAY!

Ght Dﬂill Mncmum



