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— Dhaka Day by Day

Mild Lathicharge

By Sharier Khan
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Khaleda greets
Algerian PM

Primie Minister
Khaleda Zia has felicitated
Mokdad Sifi, Prime Minister of
Algeria on his assumption of
the office of Prime Minister of

his country, reports BSS.

In a message the Prime’
Minister said "Please accept

my sincere felicitations on
your assumption of the office of
the prime minister of the’
democratic and popular repub-
lic of Algeria. I wish, your ex-
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Mannan visits
BAEC in Ct

The State Ministe

for
Science and Technology, Prof*
- M A Mannan visited three
establishments of Bangladesh

Atomic Energy Commission
(BAEC) at the port city of

Chittagong yesterday. reports

it the three establishments
—the Nuclear Medicine Centre
(NMC), Radioactivity .
Laboratory (RTL) and the
Commercial Gamma Irra-
diation Plant (CGIP) — sci-

entists explained and informed
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search activities in progress,

Parents of

Sohel bunked from his class to see "Gharer
Shatru” (Villain in the House) at Mirpur Sony
Cinema Hall that day. The mid-day sun was
blazing fire. He just bought a ticket and was
waliting outside the hall looking at the huge

Action hero Rubel was cracking someone's
skull in the billboard. Oh, how Sohel loves ac-
tion. A lot of it. Little did he notice the bunch
of riot police, geared for action. who were ap-
the scene. Sohel suddenly saw the
around him instead of Rubel in
the billboard. "Thud!" And Sohel was just a
fresh victim of mild lathicharge. Just at that
moment his love for lots of action evaporated!
Ran for life.

This was only an unreported part of the
regular lathicharge stories printed in the

newspapers. It took place early this month in
Mirpur when clashes broke out between the
police and public over a land dispute.

From football fans to politicians, journalists
and innocent pedestrians — a good portion had
more or less experienced the striking baton of
law in the city.

“The most hazardous area for lathicharge is
:the Press Club-Gulistan area undoubtedly.”
comments a leader of the Workers' Party,
popularly known as Chhoton Bhai, "and the
most hazardous season is the winter when po-
litical movements intensify and lathicharge
hurts.” It also hurts the conscience to imagine
that these lathis or batons made of canes are
procured through floating tenders every year
from villages by thousands! “Not to beat mug-
gers or villains but the public and politicians!"
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says.

Moazzern Hossain is a young promising
journalist working in the Dainik Janakantha.
also got a Philips award for journalism a
couple of years ago. "Back in 1987, when the
political movements used to be more vigorous
against the rule of Ershad - | had experienced
baton,” he recalled.

He was a student then. He was going to
Motijheel on foot when suddenly he found
himself in the midst of a chaos. Before realis-
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way. “Hey look ..."
Moazzem tried to defend his skull from the
baton and then crack!

released after a week.

During the last anti-Ershad movement in
1990, one fine evening the news editor of
Dainik Bhorer Kagoj noticed that reporter
Kadir Kallol was not sitting while he was writ-
ing stories. There was a lot of empty chairs in
the room, though, "What hap to you? Are
you in such a hurry that you cannot take a
seat?”, the news editor asked Kallol.

Kallol replied with a painful smile, “The
police caught me during the Awami League
demonstration ... one police charged his baton
on my bottom so hard that I believe | won't be
able to sit for a couple of days."

Having experiences like Kallol's or
Moazzem's are not rare in the world of journal-
ism. It may as well happen to any innocent
passer-by. But there are also people who di-
rectly benefits from the severe lathicharge of
the police, which the police love to call mild.
"Wonder which is mild. 1 believe a charge on
the bottom is milder than a charge on the
skull!” Kallol jokes.

While covering a secretariat gherao pro-
gramme by some opposition parties, a Daily
Star Correspondent saw a procession marching
towards the Ramna Park gate from the Press
Club premises. The road was empty. Only a
couple of police trucks had prepared an am-
bush welcome for them. No sooner the proces-
sion came to the Ramna Star gate crossing, the
police (silently) said "Charge!”

Batons: were charged. Some broke heads.
some got arrested and the rest escaped. But all
of them left behind their shoes and slippers.

Suddenly. amid this "mild" violence, a man
with a sack appeared on the road. Furtively
glancing. the man was picking up all the
footwears. No doubt, he is one of the major
shoe suppliers of the Gulistan-Sadarghat sec-
ond hand shoe markets.

But one of the processionists. who took
shelter behind a wall beside the road could not
resist himself. Ignoring the pugnacious po-
licemen he jumped on the road and grabbed
the shoe supplier by his neck.

Wearing a sneaker in one of his leg, the
processionist demanded of the shoe supplier

for should it be collector!) to get out all the

shoes from his sack. The sack-man did so.
Eureka! The processionist found the other
sneaker. He wore it and left the scene cursing
the shoe picker. "There is no escape from vio-
lence in the city." comments a businessman.
"There are muggers, dacoits. then angry
demonstrators finally the police. All doing

the same thing — beating people!”
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11.00 Opening announcement
Al-Quran Programme
SUNMIMAary

Live telecast of the 2nd
semnifinal of the Austra-
lasia Cup between Pa-
kistan and New Zealand
News in Bangla

Open

11,10
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7 last at Kaptan Bazar in Dhaka. called on Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at her office

yesterday

Seminar on edn
of women held

Education Minister Barris-
ter Jamiruddin Sircar said yes-
lerday that the present de-
mocratic government was
making continue endeavours to
elevate the status of women in
society through spreading of
the female eduction and offer-
ing jobs to the educated ones,
reports BSS.

The minister was inaugurat-
ing a day-long seminar on

"Education of women in Bang-

ladesh” at the National Acade-
my for Educational manage-
ment (NAEM). Chaired by Md
Irshadul Haq, Secretary for
of Education, the
function was also addressed by
Sarwari Rahman, State Minis-
ter for Women and Children's

" Affairs

He said by introducing
stipends to the rural girl stu-
dents up to Class X, the gov-
ernmeént had already made
reasonable success in creating
enthusiasm and awareness
among the people.’ Preserva-
tion of the sixty per cent
teaching jobs of primary
schools at thana level for
women will have salutory effect
on the educated women. he
noted.

Begum Khodeja Azam,
Additional Secretary, Ministry
of Eduction and chairperson of
the national task force made a
brief presentation on the
theme of the seminar.

Sarwari Rahman mentioned
the various steps, taken up by
the government to improve
the status of women, aimed at
attaining speedy development
of the national economy. .

In his speech as chairman.
Education Secretary Irshadul
Haq informed that already Lhe
awarding of stipends to girl
students have resulted in dou-
bling ‘girl students I many
schools. while in other girls
have outnumbered boys. He
said if the present efforts were
sustained, the country would
be benefited to a great extent.

11 arrested on
various charges

Police rounded up 11
wanied criminals in the city in
last 24 hours, said a DMP
press release yesterday, re-

ports UNB.

Besides, police arrested

more 26 people on various
charges. All the arrested peo-
ple were produced beflore
court.

JS body on
Ministry of
Edn meets

A meeting of the parliamen-
tary standing committee on
Ministry of Education was held
at Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban here
yesterday, reports BSS.

Education Minister and
Chairman of the Committee
Barrister Jamiruddin Sircar
presided over the meeting.

The meeting discussed
matters relating to the possi-
bility of creating a public ser-
vice commission for recruit-
ment of teachers of the non
government schools and col-
leges. It laid emphasis on re-
cruitment of qualified teachers
and attracting brilliant stu-
dents in teaching.

The matters relating to
whether or not such public.

‘service commission will be

beneficial for increasing the
standard of teaching will be
discussed in detail in the next
meeting of the committee.

Members of the committee |

Khurshid Jahan Hoq, Major
(retd) Quamrul Islam and
Moshiur Rahman of BNP and
Shah Md Ruhul Quddus of
Jamaat attended the meeting.

CCHRB study

Majority favour
introduction of
ID cards in polls

A vast majority of the city
dwellers favour introduction of
voter identity card for free, fair
and neutral election, according
to a sample study conducted by
the Coordinating Council for
Human Rights in Bangladesh
(CCHRB), reports UUNB.

The study revealed that
95.2 per cent of 4,800 people
interviewed wanted wvoter
identity card while 1.7 per
cent opposed it. Some 3.1 per
cent made no response.

CCHRB conductied the sur-
vey in Dhanmondi Ward No 17
(old) and Mirpur Ward No 3
and 5(old) during August-
September 1993,

Those who favoured intro-
duction of identity card viewed
that it would eliminate proxy
voting. make people conscious
of their civil, political and
franchise rights. give Impor-
tance to elections, grow confi-
dence in elections and ensure
election to be [ree. fair and
nevtral.
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A twelve-member team
from the Pakistan National
Defence College (NDC) led by
its chief instructor Air Vice-
Marshal Nafees Ahmed Najmi
arrived in city yesterday on a | {12
six-day visit to Bangladesh, re-
ports BSS.

During the visit, the NDC
team will call on President
Abdur Rahman Biswas. It will
also call on ministers for for-

_eign affairs, planning and
health and family welfare,
chiefs of staff of the three ser-
vices, the defence secretary
and the principal staff officer
of the armed forces clivision. j
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Tender Notice

Managing Director, NGFF Lid, Fenchuganj, Sylhet invites sealed quotation for supply of
following stores on Free delivery upto NGFF stores basis. Tender documents may be purchased
at the following rate each (Non-refundable) from (1) BCIC, 30-31, Dilkusha, Dhaka (2) BCIC
Branch Office, 6, Agrabad, Chittagong (3) NGFF Ltd, Fenchuganj, Sylhet on all working days.
Tener will be received upto 1100 hrs on the date mentioned against each and will be opened
immediately thereafter in public. No Tender documents will be sold on opening day.

Description of stores

Supply of Jam wood & Garjan
wood of different sizes by the,
Saw Mills owners.

Supply of bearing.

NGFF/P-57 (Timber)
/93-94/2039 dt. 24.3.94

NGFF/P-123/bearing
/93-94/2055 dt. 24.3.94

BCIC- 313-31/3
DFP (BA) 2711-31/3

State Minister for Planning Dr Abdul Moyeen Khan is seen
addressing a press conference at a local hotel in the city
. The Hunger Project, a non-government
organisation (NGO), arranged the press briefing after
holding a day-long discussion on poverty alleviation.
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Office of the Executive Engineer
PWD Division, Shariatpur.

Notice Inviting Tender
Tender No. 22/1993-94

1 Sealed tenders in Bangladesh Form No. 2011 are hereby invited from different classes of approved
sanitary and plumbing contractor/Firm as shown in group list for the undermentioned work and will be
WHWH_H'IIIIDY‘MEI&CU‘IMEW' . PWD Division,

pur/ Gopaigony up to 12-00 Noon of
28/4/94 and will be opened on the same day at 12-15 PM in presence of the tenderers who may like
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Information Minister Barrister Nazmul Huda speaking as
chief guest at a function organised by the cultural

department of the Embassy of the Russian Federation to
celebrate the Bengali new year recently. Dr Eduard S
Shevchenko, Ambassador of the Russian Federation in
Bangladesh, Dr Masudur Rahman, a cultural personality
and Imdadul Haq, a noted educationist were present as

special guests.
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No l;;pr:tllhk- change in day temperature is expected
over the country during the period.

The highest temperature of the country yesterday of 37 4
Celsius was recorded at Ishwardi and the lowest of

: 18.2 Celsius was recorded at Kutubdia.
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