DHAKA MONDAY, APRIL 18, 1994

Notes from
Sylhet

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, Apr 17 : The Addi-
tional District and Sessions

Judge, Sylhet while passing his

Judgement recently In a
murder case of Beanibazar
thana found one person guilty
and sentenced him to sulferer
life-term imprisonment on
charge of killing his wife. The
court also sentenced him to
pay a fine of Taka 10,000 In
default or to suffer one year
more.

The prosecution case in
brief is at about 11-30 pm on
the May 14, 1992, Moinul
Haque of village Sridhara un-

der Beanibazar thana had an | §

exc of hot words with his
wife over some family feud. At
one stage, he hit his wife, Lili
Begum with a sharp weapon,
causing her instantaneous
death.

A case was registered with
the Beanibazar police station
on the following day by the
brother of the victim. The po-
lice after investigations, sub-
mitted chargesheet against the
accused Moinul Haque. As
many as 22 prosecution wit-
nesses were produced before
the court.

Youngman

murdered

A youngman was killed in
the hands of his opponent
group at village Barkipur under
Gowainghat police station of
Sylhet district on Tuesday
morning.

According to the report,
the attackers asked Abdul
Khaleque, father of Abdur

Rahman for the money they -

were to get from Ataur
Rahman. At one stage, they
tried to snatch away the cow
from Adbul Khaleque, while he
was on his way to a nearby
field. As Abdul Khaleque made
a hue and cry. Ataur Rahman
reached the spot. The attack-
ers then swooped on him with
the blade of a plough. He was
sent to the Sylhet MAG
Osmany Medical College
Hospital with serious injuries
where he succumbed to his in-
juries on the next morning.
Postmortem was conducted,
Omne killed in
road mishap

A minor boy was crushed
under the wheels, of a speed-
~ ing minibus on Derai-Sunam-

ganj-Madan road recently.

Traffic movement on the
road was stopped for about two
hours, following the accident.

Atcording to the report,
the victim. Shaheb Ali, 10, of
village Shrifpur was crushed
under the wheels of a speeding
minibus when he was crossing
the road close to his house at
about 4-30 pm. He died on the
spot. The driver and helpers

police

today filed a case

against two employees of an
NGO on charge of molesting a
village girl.

Police sources

that Ayesha Begum. 16, daugh-
ter of one Alauddin of

informed

Imam killed,
5 others hurt
over land dispute

30 died instantaneously

morhing when one,
Jahangir hit him in his head.
The body was sent to Dhaka
Medical College hospital

morgue.

......

‘ . Teachers of non-government schools
demanding nationalisation of their services.

out a r.u recnj'
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mstall 4,610 tubewells

BARISAL, Apr 17 : At Ieant
4,610 deep and shallow tube-
wells will be installed at a cost
of Taka 9.50 crore in 11 dis-
tricts of southern region of
the country in the current fis-
cal year, reports UNB.

Public Health and nee-
ring Department (PHED) has
taken up the programme to
install the tubewells in
Barisal, Patuakhall, na.,’
Pirojpur. Jhalakathi, Faridpur,
Madaripur, Gopalganj, Bhola,
Rajbari and Shariatpur dis-
tricts of Barisal circle with
the financial assistance from

UNICEF.

Of the total tubewells, 800

deep and 1,250 shallow tube-
wells will be in installed in
Barisal, Jhalakathi, Bhola and
Pirojpur districts; 800 deep
tubewells in Patuakhali and
Borguna districts and 200
deep and 1,480 shallow tube-
wells in Faridpur, Rajbari,
Gopalganj, Madaripur and

Shariatpur districts, PHED

sources said. ;
After the installation of the

- and repair

tubewells scarcity of drinking
water problem wﬂl be m-ived
to a great extent.

About 300 metric tons nf
wheat have been sanctioned
for re-excavation of 15 kilo-

- metre long canal in two

thanas of the district in the
current dry season.

According to relief and re-
habilitation office, more than
450 men and women have
been working on the projects
every day. Work.on the pro-
jects is progressing fast.

Officials said, 40 per cent

.Iwurk on the projects has al-

ready been completed and the
rest is expected to be finished
SOOI

M:anwhilc, Barisal
pourasahva has taken up a
programme to reconstruct
six roads in the
town at a cost of about Taka
90 lakh during the current
fiscal. :

The roads are: Hathkola

. Road, Bagura Road, Kaunia

Road, Bazar Road, Swa Road
and Shahid Zia Sarak.

Wy

NOAKHALI, Apr 17 : Some
14,327 poor children of six
thanas of the district are be-
ing benefited under Food for
Education Programme laun-
ched four months ago, reports
UNB.

QOfficials said that the pro-
gramme has been launched in
the district from last Decem-
ber at one union of each thana
to help the poor children to
implement mass education
scheme,

They said, 47,100 kilo-
grams of wheat per month
were distributed in Char
Mathua union of sadar thaha,
35,985 kgs in Natesware
union of Begumganj thana,
37.470 kgs in Nabipur union
of Senbag thana, 34.470 kgs
in Shahapur union of Chatkhil
thana, 29,940 kg in Sonadia
union of Hatiya thana and
29,940 kg in Char Fakir union
of Companigonj thana. '

It may be mentioned that
the student who attended
more ‘than 85 per cent of the
total classes received 15 kgs
of wheat per month.

Pricehike o
newsprint

Price-hike of newsprint for
the last one month at Mai
and Choumuhni markets has

affected the printing
and publication industries.

Traders said, short supply
was the main reason behind

.the price spiral of newsprint

well as white bond.
Besides, prices of books
have also gone up in the mar-
kets. Local people alleged that
taking advantage of short
supply of — newsprint, some
unscrupulous traders have in-
creased the prices of
newsprint and bond to earn

Two roasted
-alive 1n a
devastating
fire incident

CHITTAGONG, Apr 17: Two
children were burnt alive,
about hundred thatched dwell-
ing houses and ten different
kinds of shops were gutted in
a devastating fire that broke
out in a slum at West

as

Madarbari under Doublemorr- -

ing thana here Wednesday
evening, reports BSS.

According to fire brigade
"and police sources the fire,
which broke out in one of the
houses and engulfed the entire
slum, raged for more than two
hours.

“The two childrem who were
inside the house could not
escape the fire and were
roasted alive.

Eleven fire units fought the

fire te bring it under control.
The cause ol the fire could not

be ascertained immediately.

Over 14,000 children benefit
Food for Edn Programme

windfall profit.

The local elite have urged
the concerned authority to
ensure smooth supply of
mewsprint. to check its price
hike.

15 edn lmhh_lﬁnm

\ constructed -

Facilities Department of
Education Ministry completed
constructién of classrooms.
hostels and academic build-
ings of 15 government col-
leges and schools of the
greater Noakhali district in
the last fiscal year.

According to official
sources, over Taka 3.41 core
was sanctioned for the im-
plementation of the schemes.

The educational Institu-
tions which were brought
under the programme are:
Hatiya Dwip Govt College,
Noakhali Govt College,
Nakhali Govt Mahila College,
Chaumuhani Govt College,
Kabirhat Govt College, Sebagh
Govt College and Noakhali
Govt Girls High School in
Noakhali district: Ramgati
Govt College and Ramganj
Govt College in Lakshmipur
district and Fulganj Govt
College. Feni Govt College,
Chhagalnaiya Govt College,
Sonagazi College, Teachers’
Training College and Feni
Govt Pilot High School in Feni
district.

Ghani business needs |

loan, patronisation

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, Apr 17 : The age

- old ghani (mini oil mills) busi-
ness in the district has been -

gradually vanishing with in-
creasing number of mecha-
nised oil mills se-t up in the
town areas.

According to reports, abnut
500 such ghani business cen-
tres have been facing closure
due {o competition with the
mechanised oil mills already in
brisk business. Many ghanis
have been closed down largely
due to price differences.
Grinding oil seeds at a mecha-
nised oil mill cost much
cheaper and at the same time
it offers larger quantity of oil
than at a manual oil mill. This
difference has already cost.
employment of many oilmen
and may send many more in
the streets. About 15,000 such
mill workers are reportedly
working in these ghanis, half
of them are seeking other
types of job.

About Taka 1200 is needed
to run a ghani, according to a
oil mill owner. However, the
poor oilmen can hardly invest
this amount as the production
cost- has increased in recent
period.

Moreover, there are no
such loan disbursement system
to patronise the ghani busi-
ness. So, the ghani business-
men have become helpless.

Meanwhile, imported edible
oil inchuding soyabean and pam
oil have flooded the local mar-

kets, further affecting the oil
business community of the dis-
trict.

The edible oil available in
local markets are cheaper and
ready for cooking and other
purposes all of which add to
the misfortunes of ghani busi-
ness. '

Ghani business was once
popular exclusively for its pu-
rity. As the mechanised oil
mills started to take over from
the ghanis, pure ground oil
also started to vanish, accord-
ing to many consumers. This
new era of consuming impure
edible oil has certainly affected
the community.

If this chagge in quality of
edible oil is :ﬁn‘wﬁd to further
flood the markets, hundreds of
oilmen will be thrown in the
streets.

A tragic
end!

RAJBARI, April 17: Two
minor girls of a village in sadar
thana drowned when they
went to wash their hands in a
nearby pond after playing a
game, reports UNB.

According td fathily sdutded,
Shilpi, 5. daughter of Mangal
Sheikh and Puja, 4. daughter
Ramendra Chandra of
Sajjankanda village went to the
pond on April 7 after playing a
game with mud and green
leaves,

BHOLA, Apr 17 : Informa-
tion Minister Barrister Nazmul
Huda has called upon the
people and members of the
journalist community to
strengthen their respective
roles to consolidate the par-
liamentary democratic system
and institutionalise democracy
by foiling the conspiracy of a
particular quarter., reports
BSS.

The minister was speaking
as chief guest at the launching
ceremony of the newspaper
“"Ajker Bhola” held at the Kabi
Mozammel Huq town hall lo-
cated in the district town
Wednesday .

Barrister Huda said, the
present government, elected

to power through fair, free and
impartial elections of February
27.1991, has fulfilled its elec-
tion pledges by ensuring the
freedom of the press and free-
dom of expression. Successful
implementation of all dewvel-

opmenl programmes of the

government are aimed at the
economic emancipation of the

people. Relentless eflorts are
now on the consolidate the
hard-earned democracy, he
added.

He regretied that the guar-
ter, which had gagged the
press, deprived people of their
fundamental rights. trampled

multi-party democracy and let
loose musclemen to harass the
people after the independence
of the country, was now talking
tall about democracy and
dreaming of establishing auto-
cratic system.This quarter has
ex its anti-people char-
acter by calling hartal on the
day the elected government
had laid the foundation stone
of the Jampna Bridge, the
symbol of hopes and aspira-
tions of 12 crore people of this
country, he said.

In this connection, he
pointed out that hartal is a
democratic right, but it must
reflect the will of the people.
Damaging cars, forcing people
to close down their shops, is-
suing threat and intimidation
to the people, creating chaos

in society and impediments in

' the exercise of the individual

rights could not be called har-
tal, he said.

Barrister Huda said the pre-
sent nationalist government
was determined to strengthen
parliamentary system in the
country. He regretted that cer-
tain gquarters do not want that
the parliamentary system to
take institutional shape and
were trying to turn parliament
ineffective.

Reminding the role of the
people and the journalists in
strengthening the practice of

=
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"Resist undemoecratic forces'

democracy in all spheres of
national life, the minister said,
parliamentary democratic sys-
tem and peoples rule have to
be firmly rooted at any cost. *
Referring to the develop-
ment activities being carried
out by the present govern-
ment, the minister said, de-
spite fund constraints the
building of infrastructures was
gaoing in all places including in
the remote areas. We want to

turn Ba h into a self-re-
liant nation and make peoples

rule a permanent system, he
added.

In this connection, the
minister noted that undemo-
cratic conduct of certain
quarter was having adverse
impact on the national econ-

omy. He said, this very quarter

was imposing hartal upon the
people to destroy the economy
and make it crippled. Those
who were obstructing peoples
march towards progress, were
anti-people, he added. He
asked the people to be united
against those who were work-
ing to achieve the petty inter-
ests of some individuals at the
cost of ngjional interest.

During the visits to Barisal
and Bhola, the minister held
separate meetings with leaders
and workers of BNP and its
front organisations at the local
circuit houses.

Programme to remove

water-supply crisis
From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, Apr 17 : An ex-
tensive programme has been
taken up to remove water
supply crisis in Sylhet town
area, according to municipal
officials.

The Aslan Development
Bank (ADB) funded project
will cost Taka 25.46 crore
which has already been sanc-
tioned.

Under the project, two
deep tubewells will be in-
staled including repair works
of three ill fated deep tube-
wells. Two water treatment
plants will also be set up for
supply of pure water. New
water supply pipelines will be
extended.

At present only 18 lakh
gallons of water is supplied as

against minimum require-
ment of 64 lakh gallons, says
AFM Kamal, Chairman of the
Municipal Authority. He fur-
ther added. with the recent
expansion of the town area,
demand for water supply in
the town has increased to an
estimated 130 lakh gallons a
day. At present the town area
spreads over 29.14 square
kilometres against previous
area of only 8.4] square kilo-

- metres.

The Chairman further in-
formed that the project works
are scheduled to start in July
this year and are expected to
be completed by end of 1998-
99 fiscal year. Public Health
Engineering Department has
been given the task to com-
plete the project, says an-
other official.

15 hurt in
train dacoity

Armed
dacoits injured at least 15 pas-
sengers and an employee of an
inter-city express train here
last Wednesday night.

The dacolits also looted
valuables including gold orna-
ments and cash from the pas-
sengers of 'Jayantika Express’
when the train reached the
Rashidpur railway station from
Dhalca

According to passengers,
10 dacoits stormed a first class
compartment of the train and
beat up the inmates.

The dacoits also itnbhcd an
:mployct of the train catering
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Hats, bazars in bad shape

From Our Correspondent

CHUADANGA, Apr L7: About
80 hats and bazars in 4 thanas
of Chuad:}nga district are in
bad shape

The thanas are: Chuadanga
sadar, Alamdanga, Damurhuda
and Jibannagar.

Lack of proper maintenance
is said to be the reason for the
gradual deterioration of the
condition of the markets at the
towns and rural areas of the
district.

There is no drainage system
at the hats and bazars. As a re-
sult, rainwater remains stag-
nant causing inconvenience to
the buyers and sellers.

Most bazars and hats have
no tubewells or any other
sources of water. The tube-
wells in some hats and bazars
go out of order frequently and
it takes several months to
commission if again.

of spAce in the
hats and bazars have become
another . The popula-
tion has increased everywhere

but the existing hats and
bazars have not been ex-
panded. Arrangements for la-
trines and urinals in the mar-
kets are absent.

The condition of three daily
markets of the town is so bad
that are causing much suffer-
ings.

There is no drainage system
and cleaning arrangements
though thousands of people go

there for shopping every day.
Another report says:

Beggars are increasing atl
Chuadanga town every day ere-
ating much inconvenience to
the residents.

The beggars including male,
female and children who are
coming to the town from the
rural areas are seem to be des-
titutes.

The town residents com-
plaihed that the jobless and
homeless people stay in the
open places polluting the envi-
ronment and spreading dis-
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MAGURA y

Govt pledge-bound
to eradicate
illiteracy

17; The Agriculture
and Irrigation, Water Develop-
ment and Flood Control Minis-
ter, Majidul Huq said here on
Saturday that the present
government was pledge-bound
to eradicate illiteracy from
society to bring about desired
balanced development of the
country through providing job
opportunities and creating
self-employment provision for
vast multitude of our rural
population, reports BSS.

The minister was formally
inaugurating two separate
newly constructed buildings at
Ghasiara and Kodla govern-
ment free primary schools in
Sreepur thana under Magura
district.

The two school buildings
were constructed at a cost of
Taka eight lakh by the Local
Government and Engineering
Department fund.

Speaking on the occasions
the minister urged the people
to motivate the children to
avail of the opportunities ac-
corded by the present gov-
ernment in a bid to wipe out
illiteracy from the society. He
also advised the teachers to
improve the standard of nduca-
tion.

Later,

the Agriculture

Minister attended the installa-
tion ceremony of the students |

union of Sreepur
College.

Degree

CoMILLA *

- Assault on
PDB men
protested

Apr 17 : Local Sarbadalio
Biddut Sramik Karamchari
Oikya Parishad on Wednesday
held a rally in front of PDB of-

fice premisesggprotesting the .

assault on their colleagues by
An organised gang of hood-
lums, reports UNB.

Witnesses sad, a gang of lo-
cal mastans attacked seven
PDB employees, including an
assistant engineer and two
sub-assistant engineers, when
they were working at Fultali
transformer to remove its
earth fault on April 7.

President over by Tofazzal
Hossain the rally was ad-
‘dréssed, “améng others. by
Khorshed Alam. Abdul Khal-
eque, Ali Haider, Mokhlesure
Rahman and AK Kamaluddin.

The parishad leaders ad-
dressing the rally warned that
they would launch a greater
movement if the culprits were
not punished soof.

Later, the parishad at a
press conference explained
the details of the incident. "We
are not feeling secure in carry-
ing out our professional duties
at Fultali area" the parishad
president told the newsmen.

RAJSHAHI

. More road

network assured

for development
activities

Apr 17 : State Minister fur
Land, Kabir Hossain said, th
over-all development of thc
country was impossible with-
out qualified manpower and
accordingly the government
had attached top priority to
develop the education sector,
says BSS.

He was addressing a num-
ber of gatherings regarding
seven educational institutions
taken under development pro-
gramme at Boalia, Paba and
Matihar thana in the district
Wednesday .

The minister said, to de-
velop the communication sys-
tem of the district, a construc-
tion work of a three kilometre-
long pucca road from Katakhali
Bazar to 'Ranhat’ of Matihar
thana would begin soon. He as-
sured construction of another
three-km long pucca road
from Bargachi high school to
Bargachi bazar.

The city mayor Mizanur
Rahman Minu was also present
on the occasion as special
guest and he declared that no
holding tax would be increased
in the city area for next five
years.

He urged all to rally round
the uplift efforts of Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia to
go ahead with all development
activities.

COX'S BAZAR

Tk 50 lakh
charity goods
gutted

Apr 17 The office and
godown of OXFAM, a British
charity. at Damdamia Rohingya
refugee camp. was gutted by a
fire Tuesday night, reports
LINB. '

Inmates of the camp extin
guished the fire before it could
spread to the thatched houses
where about 25 000 refugees
Itve

300 primary
schools
reconstructed.

Apr 17 : Local Government
and Engineering Department
(LGED) nompltted the re-
construction works of about
300 primary schools in 10
thanas of the district recently, -
says UNB. :

The LGED implemented the
reconstruction works under
Post-Cyclone Rehabilitation
Programme (PCRP), officlals

~ said here Friday.

Emhlchmlhuhmpm-
vided with four rooms to ac-
commodate some 200 stu-
dents, the sources added, . |

PANCHAGARH
Programmes
to develop
non-government

schools, colleges

Apr 17 : Education Minister
Barrister Jamiruddin Sirear '
said, the government has'
taken several programmes to |
develop the infrastructure of
the non-government schools, ,
colleges and ,madrasha in the :
country, reports UNB. :

The minister was speaking .
as chief guest at the foundation
laying ceremony of new build- ¢
ings of Bhajanpur College,
Tetulia College, Haradighi High
School and Aziznagar High
School in the district.

He said, the government is
determined to bring both
qualitative and quantitative
changes in thc education sys-'
tem.

The minister said, National
University was established to
restore academic discipline
and Open University was
established to spread non-for- .
mal education among the peo-

ple.
primary educa-

Compul
tion and Food for Education
Programmme are being imple-
mented for eradicating illiter-
acy from the country by the
year 2000, he added. said a
PID handout here Friday.

JHENIDAH
50 people
injured in
armed clash

Apr 17 : Fifty people, in-
cluding 10 policemen were in-

jured, following an armed
clash between two groups of
people at a fair in Kotchandpur
town Friday, police and local
people said. reports UNB.

The clash ensued when two
groups of people locked Into
an armed battle over a
Baishakhi Mela held at
Solemanpur in Kotchandpur °
town. -

Seriously injured including
three policemen and a student
were admitted to local hospi-
tal.

The clash could have oc-
curred due to an intra-party

* conflict of the local BNP sup-

porters, police believe.
NOAKHALI

Chicken pox
breaks out

Apr 17 : Chicken pox has
broken out in all the six thanas
of the district creating panic
among the people, local people
said, says UNB.

Begumganj thana is the
worst affected area. Almost ev-
ery family of the villages Toyag,
Nadana, Sonapur, Deuti,
Gopalpur, Amanullahpur and
Bazra union of the thana were
affected by the disease.

According to doctors, high
summer temperature, lack of
cleanliness, consumption of
adulterated food and unhy-
gienic surroundings were the
main reasons behind the out-
break of the disease.

Moreover, the number of

patients are increasing in rural
areas rapidly as villagers are
unknowingly using belongings
of chicken pox patients, they
ebserved.

NAOGAON

Biennial council
of Awami Jubo
League held

L ]

Apr 17 : The biennial coun-
cil of the district Awami Jubo
League was held here last
week, party sources said
Friday. reports UNB.

District Jubo Leaque
Convenor Al-Haj Shahiduzza-
man Sarker presided over the
council while the party's acting
President Advocate Nurul
Majeed Humayun ted.

Addressing the council the
leaders urged the party men to
continue Its ongoing move-
ment to unseat the ruling BNP
.as it failed to fulfil the hopes
and aspiration of the masses.

Later. a 45-member execu-
tive committee of the Juba
League has been formed with
Tuhin Reza and Mehdi Hassan

as its president and general
secretary respeciively.




