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Kennedy Onassis. who is suffering from cancer, is recovering
from ulcer surgery at a New York hospital, her long-time
spokeswoman said Saturday. Reuter reports from New York.
"Mrs Onassis went into the hospital as part of her
treatment and while there doctors discovered she had an
ulcer, which is what the operation is all about”, said Nancy
Tuckerman, spokeswoman for the widow of the slain

Police detain 300 in Egypt

police have detained more than 300
days in security sweeps in western Cairo and the southern
province of Assiut, the government newspaper Al-Ahram said
on Sunday, Reuter reports from Cairo.

The operation in Cairo, similar to those the police
frequently carry out in shanty towns around the city, brought

Tuckerman said Onassis. 64, was "doing ‘U'EIT well and will

+ Egyptian
people over the past two
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losion kills 21 in Colombia: s
killed at least 21 people and injured 17 others‘after
a bus, a car and a tanker truck collided on a highway near the .
on Saturday. AFP reports from Bogota.
The impact of the crash caused the tanker to explode,
the vehicles in flames,
Authorities sifting through the wreckage found the
charred remains of 21 people, and were unable to identify,
them immediately, said highway policeman Harvcy Bermudez.

Bus mishap claims 15 in Ne Ral
At least 15 people were killed and 21 others inju dly
to require hospitalisation when a bus left the road and
fell some 200 metres (650 feet) down a hillside, police said
yesterday. AFP reports from Kathmandu.

The bus was heading towards Butwal
Sandhikharka when the accident occurred Saturday afternoon
Rghakhanchi district, about 350 kilometres(220 miles)

town from

died at the scene and five died on way to

Angolan fightin

people died and scores were wounded in weekend sh
the central Angolan town of Cuito where UNITA rebels have

stepped up a 15-month siege. state radio reported yesterday,

ing in

"Five people died and scores of pmple were injured in
the radio said. adding
Programme delivered food to the town by air despite

that the UN World Food

Israel supplies details of
Hamas activities to Jordan

JERUSALEM. Apr 17: Israel .

has supplied Jordan with de-
tails of the aetivities of the
Islamic resistance movement
Hamas in Amman and the ne-

cupied territories, the Maartv
newspaper said today, reports
AFP

A senior Foreign Affairs
Ministry officials told AFP that
there had been an exchange of
information on "security ques-
tions” between the two coun-
tries in the last 48 hours. But
he refused to give any details.

The reports came after
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
last week accused Amman of
sheltering Hamas following the
killing of 12 Israelis in two
bombings. :

Hamas, which opposes the
PLO peace deal with Israel,

claimed responsibility for the
bombings from its Amman of-

fice.
According to the Maariv

But King Hussein denied on
Saturday that Jordan encour-
aged terrorists and said Hamas
had no official status in
Amman. He said Israel bore
responsibility for the violence.

The Jordanian government
issued a statement saying it
would not allow its territory to
be used as "a base or conduit
for violence or for its plan-
nings.”

Hamas representative Moh-
ammad Nazzal and spokesman
Ibrahim Ghoche, both Palest-
intans with Jordandan citiz-

‘enship, live in Amman and

operate the office.
The army arrested about 30

Palestinians, many suspecied
of links with Hamas. on the

West Bank over the weekend.
Palestinian sources said.
Meanwhile another report
says: The government an-
nounced today that a 10-day
ban on Palestinians entering
lsrael from the occupied West
Bank and Gaza Strip would
n::nlj.n in force until further

Kal:mlmdents take

A 100-kilograme (220
pound) bag of wheat flour — for
cooking the Afghan staple
bread — sold for 20.000 afgha-

o T chemp

than in the city centre.

Due to his rivalry with
President Burhanuddin
Rabbani. whose military forces
contrel central Kabul.
Hekmatyar has Mpolnd a
blocked on the free

of food supplies into

i

advantage of lull in war

faction checkpoints along the
way between the south Kabul
bazaars in Chelsitoon district
and the first pro-Rabbani
frontline checkpoint.

“If | had known that | must
pay so much money | would
never have come,” said one
man with a bag of wheat flour
slung over his bicycle frame.

"They took my identity card
just because | had no money to
pay a bribe. They ordered me
back tomorrow with the
money if | wanted my card
back.” said another resident
who had bought cooking ofl.

Guards at the last Hezb-l-
Islami checkpoints on the way
from Chelsitoon told AFP that
allegations of bribe-taking
were “lies”, and insisted in-«
stead that they had the
road for the free tr of food
“in order to help the people
solve their problems "

A continuous stream of
pedestirians, bicyclists and
cart-pushers ferrying bags of
wheat flour.

ISLAMABAD. Apr 17: Prime

Minister Benazir Bhutto said
on Saturday her government
was seeking new tanks sub-
marines and jets to strengthen
Pakistan's defences, reports
Reuter.

She also told a conference

of army commanders at
Rawalpindi, near Islamabad,
that Pakistan would never roll
back its controversial "nuclear

capability.”

The official APP news

agency quoted Bhutto as saying

rnment agencies were €x-
ploring the market for new
tanks and "we also intend to
induct new submarines.”

The report gave no indica-
tion where Pakistan, which
feels threatened by its archi-foe
and neighbour India, might buy

the new weapons. It quoted
the prime minister as saying
she intended to visit Russia in

International

Pakistan will never roll back |
its N-capability: Benazir

Septerhber.

Bhutto said her six-month-
old government would leave no
stone unturned to make
Pakistan's .defences
"impregnable”.

Priority would be given to
domestic production and the
government would either get
additional F-16 fighter planes
from the United States under a
1989 coniract or make alter-
native arrangements, she said.

The United States cut off all
military and new economic aid
to Islamabad in 1990 on suspi-
cions it was making nuclear
weapons.

Pakistan admits having a
nuclear capability but says a
political decision has been
made to use it only for peaceful

PUrposcs.

“The nuclear capability will
never be rolled back", Bhutto
said a week after Pakistan and
the United States said
had agre=d to hold more talks
to find a mutually ble
formula to cap Islama s nu-
clear programme.

US Deputy Secretary of
State Strobe Talbott held talks
in India and Pakistan this
month in a big to limit what
Wash sees as the possi-
bility of a nudlear war between
the two neighbours over the
disputed Himalayan region of
Kashmir,

Pakistan says it is ready to
sign the Nuclear Non-prolifer-
ation Treaty if India signs- it at
the same times. India ex-
ploded a nuclear device in
]9?4 but denies making

Watanabe to run for Japanese PM l, BIP asks Rao

TOKYO, Apr 17: Former

Japanese Foreign Minister
Michio Watanabe said today he
would quit the main opposition
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP)
and form a new party in a bid
to run for Prime Minister, re-
ports AFP.

Watanabe, leader of the
LDP's third largest faction, told

reporters, “"We need to form a

cabinet aimed at saving this
country. [ can't do it only with
the support of the LDP, | will
leave the party as a matter of
course.”

_Watanabe said he would
drop his party membership by
Monday without holding
planned talks with LDP chief
Yohei Kono over his defection.

On Friday, Watanabe said he
was prepared to leave the
party because Kono had an-
nounced his bid for the
premiership as the sole candi-
date from the LDP, -

Japan Broadcasting Corp
(NHK] said about 20 parlia-
ment member of the LDP were
likely to follow the 70-year-old
former minister into the new
alliance.

Analysts said Watanabe, who
has close ties with the coali-
tion's conservative block, was
trying to join the coalition
framework as part of his cam-
paign to replace Prime
Minister Morihiro Hosokawa,
who resigned April 8 over
nmncya-:andajs

But the coalition is sti]] di-
vided over whether to accept
Watanabe — one of the LDP's
most powerful figutes.

His remarks came hours
after Foreign Minister
Tsutomu Hata, the front-run-
ner for the premiership. re-
turned from Morocco after
signing the final act of the
Uruguay Round of the General
Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT).

" Coalition leaders are ex-
pected to hold a summit
meeting on Monday to discuss
the framework of policies to be
undertaken by their new ad-
ministration and possibly con-

- firm their full support for

Hata's bid.

Japanese Foreign Minister Tsutomu Hata is surrounded by the press upon his return April

17 from a GATT meeting held in Morocco, at the Tokyo International Airport.

The ruling

coalition parties are expected to select him as successor to Prime Minister Morihiro

Hosokawa.

—ﬁFPEDW

BEIJING, Apr 17: Prime
Minister Li Peng begins a tour
of central Asian countries
Monday aimed at making out
China's sphere of influence iIn
a strategic area whose instabil-
ity is of concern to Beijing,
analysts said, reports AFP.

After spending 10 days
touring Kazakhstan, Uzbekis-
tan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkme-
nistan, all formerly part of the
Soviet Union, Li will spend two
days in Mongolia.

It will also be something of
A milestone for Li as it will be
his first foreign trip since he
suffered from heart problems
which removed him from the
political scene for about six
months last year beginning in
Aprll

“Li Peng was due to make
this trip last April and the fact
that he has chosen central Asia

to begin travelling again is
highly symbolic.” an east

European diplomat here said.
China is keen to secure its
relations in the region for two

main reasons — to extend its
sphere of influence and to en-
sure that the political instabil-

ity in those countries does not °

spill over into neighbouring
Xinjiang, China's predomi-
nantly Muslim province in the
West.

“China, which wants to set
itself up as the major power in
Asla ... must absolutely counter
Russian influence in these
states,” the diplomat said.

Economically booming
Betjing has the means to boost
its influence whereas stagnant
Russia does not.

By boosting trade ties China
can help develop the
economies of these statles,
which will also help maintain
their stability, the analysts
agreed.

"The Muslim independence
movements in Xinjiang are
very active and are receiving
financial and logistical support
from the brothers in the
neighbouring states.” a west-

ern military expert said.

'Li starts central Asia tour today
to extend sphere of influence

Chinese Foreign Minister
Qian Qichen has often voiced
“considerable concern”™ over
the troubles in° the central
Asian republics which erupted
after the collapse of the former

Ve L&?gb?r loggnina and

Kazakhstan, which share a
more than 1,000 kilometres
(600 miles) frontier, signed a
treaty of friendship, but were
unable 'to work out an agree-
ment on demilitarising their
respective frontiers, along

which China maintains major

military forces mostly (o keep

out Muslim guerillas.
Neither was Beijing abile to

sort out the frontier problems

wit ill t.htr imme
Frut.n and the

chrnnic prﬂb ems in Uzbe-
kistan, which is a mere 150
kilometres from Xinjiang
worries Chir1+

In a, Li's main aim
will be the sign a new friend-
ship and cooperation treaty to
replace the one signed in
1 960,

to reject
US invitation

NEW DELHI. Apr 17: India's
main opposition party has
asked Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao to reject an in-
vitation to visit the United
States, saying Washington was
not responsible to New Delhi's
security concerns, reports
AFP.

"The Clinton administration
is not favourable to India”,
Sunday's newspapers quoted
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
President Lal Krishna Advani
as saying on Saturday in the
western city of Baroda.

"So it is in the nation’'s in-
terest that such a visit is not
undertaken by the prime min-
ister”, he said.

Advani did not elaborate.
But his colleague, Murli
Manohar Joshi, a former BJP
president, told reporters in
Calcutta on Saturday that Rao
should not go to Washington to
protest the US arming of
Pakistan.

Rao should get an assurance
from the United States that it
will not supply F-16 fighter
planes .to Pakistan or force
India to sign the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) if
he wants to travel to the US,
Joshi added.

US deputy secretary of state
Strobe Talbott extended an in-
vitation to Rao during his trip
to New Delhi earlier this
month. Indian officials say the
prime minister may visit
Washington next month.

Talbott's discussions here

{ were dominated by a US pro-

posal to deliver 38 F-16s8 to

Pakistan and the nuclear non-

proliferation fissue. India,
which exploded a nuclear de-
vice in 1974, has refused to
sign the NPT, saying it dis-
criminates between countries
which have nuclear capabilities
and those that do not.

[srael, PLO
resume talks

CAIRO, Apr 17: Israel and
the Palestinians resumed talks
here today, with chief PLO ne-
gotiator Nabil Shaath saying he
hoped it would be the last
round to launch self-rule in

Gaza and Jericho, reports AFP.
"We will do our best 1o

make this round the last.™

Shaath sald as the two sides
began five days of talks. "We
will try to finish some of the
security .llpll.‘.ftl. water and

jurisdiction.”
The chief Israell negotiator,
General Amnon Shahak,

avoided raising hopes of an
imminent deal on an |sraeli
withdrawal from the Gaza Strip
and West Bank town of
Jericho, saying: "We will see at
the end of the week."

Last week Israel and the
PLO agreed on deploying a
Palestinian police force

Under the declaration of
principles signed last Septe-
mber in Washington, Israel was
to have completed a four-
month withdrawal on the Gaza

Strip and in Jericho by April
13.

. ruling left-wing

from Israel,

e e —

Walesa threatens to
dissolve parliament

WARSAW, Apr 17; Puiish
President Lech Walesa threat-
ened on Saturday to call early .
parliamentary elections if the
coalition tried

to limit his powers, reports
Reuter.

“If the coalition tries to
Hmit or change constitutional
powers of the president 1 will
dissolve the parliament,” PAP
news agency quoted Walesa as
saying after his return from an
informal summit of central
European presidents in east

“My decision is final — if
there is a change, if anyone
dares to do that.... the parlia-

ment will be dissolved.”
Walesa said.
Constitutional experts,

quoted by the Polish television
and PAP said it was unlikely
Walesa could ca.njr out his
threat.

“Under the {:urrtnt law the

The Daily f":'lnr 5

president does not have a con-

atituunna.l right to . dissolve
the parliament if it has formed
the government and passed
the budget,”” Stanislaw
Gebethner told PAP.

Walesa was responding to a
proposal by a group of coalition

deputies who on Friday pre-
sented a draft constitutional

amendment which would give
the parliament the final say in
accepting ministerial ap-
pointments if they were re-
jected by the president.

Last month Walesa blocked
the nomination of the coali-
tion’s senior partner, the
Democratic Left Alliance (SLD)
Candidate for Finance Minis-
ter, Geneva-based economist
Dariusz Rosati.

The SLD refused to replace
Rosati with a new candidate
and the resulting stalemate
loosened SLD's grip on pollt.y-
‘making

(')ﬂ' the Reco rd |

put a gun to her 2-
Mary Rose Posner, 28,

the robber's car.

Police said Posner also said she was too scared to return to
an ATM but used the same one again Wednesday afternoon.

Dudley Moore weds
longtime girlfriend

LOS ANGELES: British actor and comedian Dudley

LONDON: Two Britons

Woman makes up story

to draw attention
VALLEY STREAM, NY: A woman who claimed she was held

upatmautnnmﬁcteﬂermachln:byalaughingmhhﬁwhn

year-old daughter's head was charged

Friday with filing a false police report, says AP.

made up the story because "she

wanted attention," said Detective Lt. Ronald Mueller., an
Elmont Police Department spokesman.

Police said Osner told them she was at a Chemical Bank
branch cash machine in the New York City suburb of Valley
Stream on Wednesday morning when a robber held a gun to
her.daughter’'s head and demanded money.

She said she gave 200 dollars to the robber, who jumped
mm:wﬂﬂngtarandspedawaywtththruuthen

Investigators, with cmperatinn from Chemical Bank,
checked transaction before and after the alleged
man who used the machine four minutes before Posner said
he did not immediately leave the area and would have seen

"Pedal for the planet expedition'

.0 pedal round the world on

holdup. One

Moore
married his longtime girlfriend Nicole Rothschild Saturday,
less than a month after he was arrested for allegedly beating
her, reports Reuter.

Moore appeared with his new bride on the balcony of his
two-story oceanside home and announced crews and well-
wishers: "we did it".

land and sea with mountain hikes and a specially designed

two-man pedal boat. report

s Rewter.

Steve Smith, 27, and Jason Lewis, 26, will use the boat to
cross the English Channel. the Atlantic, the Pacific and the

Sea of Japan but first they will be going through capsize trials

on an English canal.

"We will then spend three or four days living on the boat
at sea just to get some idea of what it is going to be like and
to make sure we have covered all the angles” Lewis told

reporters Sunday.
The pair

27 months.

expect the 25,000 mile(40.000 km) odyssey,
dubbed the "pedal for the planet expedition”, will take them

Talks on water resources

begin in Muscat

MUSCAT, Apr 17: Officials
Arab states and
other countries and organisa-
tions opened talks on water
resources here today with a
call by Oman for an agreement
to ensure stable supplies. re-

ports AFP.

Omani Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs Yusuf [bn Alawi
Abdultah said water was one of
the most important issues be-
ing negotiated in the region, as

he open the session at
Muscat's Intercontinental
Hotel.

Socia! and economic devel-
opment plans required an
agreement among all the coun-
tries of the Middle East to
manage water resources and
develop secure and stable sup-
plies, he told the participants.

Deputy Foreign Minister
Yossi Beilin was heading the
Israeli delegation at the talks,
due to last four days. It is the
first ever visit to a Gulf Arab
state by lsraeli officials.

The water committee is one

of five set up within the
framework of the Middle East
peace negotiations.

The talks on water re-
sources are the first to take
place in a Guif country. It is
the fifth session since the
multilateral meetings began.
following the 1991 Madrid
peace conference.

"We had not expected such
hospitality and warmth here,”
said a member of the lsraell
delegation of more than 15 of-
ficials, accompanied by 20
journalists. "We are really im-
pressed.”

Beilin met the head of the
Omani delegation on Saturday
to discuss ,the agenda of the
meeting.

Conference sources said the

" lsraeli delegation had threat-

ened to boycott the meeting
following a Palestinian dele-
gate's statement that the PLO
and Israel had agreed to set up
a national Palestinian commit-

tee to manage Palestinian wa-
ter resources

Securi tightened

threatens to be a week of polit-
ical viclence between support-

ers and opponents of the April
26-28 elections, repofts
Reuter.

JOHANNESBURG, Apr 17:
South African President F W
de Klerk strongly urged defi-
ant Inkatha Freedom Party
leader Mangosuthu Butheleri
on Saturday to discipline his
supporters and return to the
negotiating table to avoid con-
flict, reports Reuter.

De Klerk told a campaign
rally Inkatha had joined the ri

troubled Kwazulu-Natal region.
1 am getting reports that
the National Party in parts of
Kwazulu-Natal is now betng in-
uﬂldltcdnmon!ybytht
but also by Inkatha.™ de
mldnhmt:lﬁmm
exhibition
Joharmesburg

1 call on the chiel minister
to discipline his people.”

De Klerk also urged the
mainly-Zulu Inkatha against
proceeding with a proposed
march in Johannesburg on
Monday saying it could only
end in conflict.

T will call on the Chief
Minister Buthelezi to intervene
because people who partici
pate in that march will come
into conflict with the law as a
result of what happened so
shortly ago. Conflict is avoid.

He was apparently referring
o a march in the city by pro-
royalist Zulus, many of them
Inkatha supporters. last month
which led to more than S50
deaths

De Klerk urged Butheleszi,

De Klerk urges Buthelezi to
discipline his supporters

who is boycotting the coun-
try's first-all-race elections on

April 26-28.
negotiating Lable

to '-En?‘da th‘gfum .lfg u{?

Inkatha leader's demands for
greater regional autonomy for
Kwazulu-Natal and a special
role for his nephew, Zulu King

Goodwill Zwelithind
| say let us get together on

Monday and let us discuss
that.,” de Klerk said. "We can
before the election find a solu

""'}ﬁtﬂ.ﬁmu between
supporters of inkatha and the
ANC has claimed some 10.000
Hves over the past decade.
Viclence has risen markedly in
the run-up to the peoll I.'lnq
well over 200 people over the
past two weeks

te return to T_hI:“

ﬁNC youths wait for ANC Pr-ddunt Hallnn Hlndul- ntnp a billboard in a township outside

Durban April 16 prior teo an election rally here.

— AFP photo

|1 policemen

in Kashmir

NEW DELHI, Apr 17: The
Indian authorities have sacked
11 policemen in the troubled
state of Kashmir for failing to
stop Muslim separatists setting
fire to a bridge. the Press
Trust of India (PT1) reported
today. says AFP

Kashmir Governor K V
Krishna Rao signed the die-
missal orders as part of a
“reward and punishment” pol-
icy for the Muslim dominated
police force in the northerm
state, the news agency said.

The 11 constables did not
react when guerillas torched
the bridge over a river in the
southern district of Anan

Six more policemen on
at a police station which was
set ablaze and stripped of its
armoury by gunmen oR
Wednesday, were also likely te

be dismissed, PT] said.

| India dismisses



