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. BNP Standing (‘nmmlttﬂ'
'member and Works Minister
Rafiqul Islam Miah said in
Dhaka yesterday that parlia-
mentary demecracy could be
institutionalised only by mak-
ing Parliament the most effec-
tive organ, and not by any
‘other means.

Talking to BSS at his
Secretariat office, Rafiq said
© that the elected government
should not be threatened with
removal by force or intimida-
tion or through hartals and
gheraces. In a democratic so-
clety, street agitation must not
overtake Parliament.

Referring to the defmand of
Awami League chief and Leader
of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina that
the BNP government should
test its popularity through
holding elections under a
caretaker government, Rafiq
said the people had given their
mandate to the BNP te run the
.affalrs of the state for a five-
- year term as per constitutional
provisions. To test its popular-
ity. the: BNP does not need fur-
ther mandate during this five-
year tenure, If the Awami
League wants to test its popu-
larity, it would have to wait for
the next general elections,
which will definitely take place
in due time. -
"I would like to tulate
Sheikh Hasina for realising the
fact — that the popularity of a
pal't_v' is tested through polls by

the people. A mandate is de-
termined by ballots and not by
hartals, ghemo siege or street
agitation.”
character of agitation against
an elected government cannot
be similar or compared with
thé tactics emploved against
an autocratic governmenmt. The
opposition leadership mast not
allow the enemy of democracy
to dictate the terms of politics,
he said.

Rafiq said "We all need vi-

sion, farsightedness, tolerance,
mutual respect, consensus,
understanding and adjust-
ments for the growth of a
healthy parliamentary demébc-

noted social! thin-
ker and economist Dr Moha-
mmiad Yunus, Rafiq said only 5

The nature and

But this does not mean that
the party which called the
hartal has got Lhe people's
mandate. Elections are the
only means to express the
people' s mandate. he added

Dismissing the Awami
League demand for cancella-

tion of the Magura by -election,
Rafiq said asking the govern-
ment te cancel the Magura
polls results tantamounts to in-
terference in the independent
exercise of authority by the
Election Commission. The
Election Commission enjoys
independent authority as per
Articles 118 to 126 of the
Constitution.

He said that there must be
consensus to maintain the
credibility of the Election
Commission. failing which the
newborn parliamentary

*democracy will face a crisis.

Election disputes are re:
solved by election tribunals
and higher cdurts, not by the
government, he said.

Rafiq said that the nation
had seen a ray of hope in
achieving parliamentary
democracy through an un-
precedented impartial elec-
tions. Time has come for all to
concentrate on creating an
atmosphere congenial to in-
vestment, both domestic and
foreign, and poverty alleviation.

The minister said, "In the
past we had committed a lot of
mistakes and we should learn
from those mistakes.”

Instead of criticising each
other for past mistakes, the
politicians should concentrate
their actjvities on social Inte-
gration through generation of
employment and poverty alle-
viation. Otherwise, how long
will the people of the country
suffer? he asked.

Rafiq noted the shifting of
the Awami League's stand to-
wards a free market economy
and said many countries in the
South and Southeast Asia, par-
ticularly Malaysia, Thailand,
Singapore and Taiwan had
made tremendous economic
development through consen-
sus and understanding among
their political parties,

- Rafiq said., "As the elected
gm:rnm-.nt. our foremost duty

. is. to fulfil the election pledges

R e
unit viva
+ from Apr 23

The viva-voce of the first

honours admission test of

year
Kha unit in the session of
will t

Meanwhile, the  written
admission test of the M Sc
preliminary in the session
1992-93 of the Zoology, De-
partment has been shifted to

BCL to gherao
SM Hall provost's

residence tomorrow
By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Chhatra '

Leagwe (BCL M-1) will gherao

“the residence of the S M Hall .
provost _tomorrow demanding
peaceful environment for co-

existence of all residential stu-
dents in the dormitory.

"The Awami League backed
students body, announcing this
prograrnme at a rally at the
base of the 'Aparajeyo Bangla’
on the Dhaka University cam-
pus urged the authorities to
arrest and oust all unautho-

-rised persons from different
- halls of the university.

The rally was addressed by

BCL DU unit sident and
genera ? EEEI'EF;.I:!‘]T R
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It said Bangladeshi women

badly need an apex union to

spearhead their mass mobili-
sation to fight for gender
equity as well as to make the
major political . parties  and
trade unions more gender
sensitive.

"There is a clear need for a
powerful, but non-partisan
with respect to political party,
mass organisation to represent
women, with appropriate
checks and balances to avoid
some of pitfalls that have ap-
parently affected cooperatives
and other mass agitation in

The UH agency ad?ncatﬂd
actions towards strafegic ob-
jective of obtaining gender

equality in all the basic indica- .
tors of human development by

2010 through policy and pro-

mmtum based on af-

Unluhhlngnffuﬂ potential
of women is needed to accel- .

erate development of Bangla-

desh, it said and suggested -

that all concerned with deve-

lnpmmt should 're-orientate

our programmes and our advo-
cacy’ to reflect quicker, more
effective and stronger af-
firmative action for women.

“Change is possible, it is-

already... But much
Mthutubedmwtupm'idd:

a4 supportive environment,”
the report-said and called for
taking affirmative actions in

. collaboration with the govern-
ment. NGOs, donors and other
- organisations and individuals.

eshi women require
basic in perceptions,

Eu:l:ieuamd policies related
every aspect of their life and

more income-generating pro-

Jjects to achieve lasting benefits

for women |

the UNDP Report
"Gender intquality in access

to resources and opportunities _

violate the concept of human

_ development and the spirit of
democracy,”

it said.

Many, if not all, statistical
indicators of the status and
progress of human develop-
ment in Bangladesh still point
to unacceptably high levels of
deprivation of women, the re-
port observed.

*  "Whatever indicator one

| tak:ahe it education, nutri-
tion or employment, women

are invariably worse off than
men,” said the human devel-
opment r
kind by the UNDP, Dhaka.

"It is true that women in
the country are the victims of
persecution. Whether in poli-
tics or job, women are not
getting the right position,"”
said State Minister Prof Jahan
Ara Begum while ré]eas!ng the

report,

She said those who want to

be educated or to work be-
come vietim of oppression. If a
minister or anybody else tries
to resist them, the persecutors

also attack that person, she -
said terming it 'distressing and -
nfortunate.’

u
Justifying the theme of this

year's human development re-

port, UNDP Resident Repre-
sentative Emmi Watanabe said
empowering women as well as
educating "them is key' to

Bangladesh's all development

efforts.

"Our report is a contribu-

tion and. further stimulation to

ongoing debate on the uubj:ct
of empowerment of womern,
Watanabe said.

Director General of the
Bangladesh Management Deve-
lopment Centre Salma Khan
also spoke on the occasion. -

eport, third of its -

Street agitation must not |
overtake Parliament : Rafiq

. enough for observing a hartal.

and the government of Fr*.lrm:
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
has been working relentlessly
to fulfil all election pledges,”

He pointed out that under
BNP rule, Bangladesh today is
recognised by the international
community as a country that it
is progressing rapidly towards
self-rellance in all respects.

Rafiq said bringing back
discipline fm the economic
sector was the major achieve-
ment of the BNP government.
"At present, we are contribut-
ing 37 per cent to the annual
development programme from
our domestic resources, the
highest ever in our history.” he
said. .

He pointed out that the
government was constructing
thousands of primary schools,
developing hundreds of high
schools and colleges, roads,
bridges and culverts Besides,
healthcare centres are being
constructed, electricity supply
is being expanded for the ben-
efit of the rural people.

Raflg urged all concerned
to put in their sincere efforts
in realising the hopes and
aspirgtions of the people by
for them a better fu-
ture.

"The opposition political
parties have a great role in this
connection,” he said. and
pleaded that they must help
create an atmosphere for
massive investment in the
economic and development

Love letters
show at RU

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Apr 16: A day-
long exhibition of love letters
was held on the Rajshahi
University campus today in

‘celebration of the Bengali New

Year 1401.

Biswapremik (the universal
lovers), a students' organisa-
tion advocating love and peace,
organised the show.

Hundreds of amused stu-
dents went to the campus to
see about a thousand love let-
ters and epistles gathered by
the organisers ot the unigue
show, mainly through contri-
butions.

A similar show with 300
letters was organised here last

1 Col 4
at both

groups used lethal weapons in
the clash that was confined to
the three hostel areas.

The academic council of the
college held an emergency

said, adding

meeting with Principal Abdul
Latif in the chair and decided
to close the college indefi-
nitely in a .bid to restore con-
genial atmosphere, All the stu-
dents left the hostels by 3 pm
deadline.

lice raided three hostels and
recovered three pipe-guns,

| two pistols and a considerable

quantity of ammunition. How-
ever, none was arrested. Sup-

't:rintendent of Police,’ Barisal

Range, Anisur Rahman Khan

was present during the raid.
College sources said that

violence flared up in the three

after two days of tension fol-
lowing a strike call by the BCL
(M-I) demanding immediate

dents' unioni.
The BCL (M-I} tried to en-

Of the injured persons
Palash, Schel, Shameem and
Maksud were hospitalised with
serious bullet wounds. How-
ever, their conditioris were
stated to be improving at the
college hospital, sources said.

Shagardi area, where the col-
lege of 1,200 students is situ-
ated, was also hit by a stray
splinter, hospital sources said.
The students union of the
Sher-e-Bangla Medical College,
jointly dominated by the BCL
(M-I] and the Bangladesh

year ago.
The college re-opened on
January 16 after a one-and-a-

| half-month unscheduled clﬂ—

SUure.
Sirajganj hartal
From Page 1 Col 4

During the hartal hours po-
lice fired one shot and lobbed
six teargas shells to disperae
the picketeers.

The ' violence occurred at
the Jamtoil railway station
where the picketeers detained
two trains. Magistrate Siraj-
uddin, who went to the station
to ensure the release of the
trains, was hurt pelted by the
agitators.

. The picketeers also ran-
sacked the Station Master's
room and smashed the wind-
shields of the locomaetive

engines.
In the ensuing police action

fur mass of womankind, " said
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15 people were seriously in-
jured. Four policemen were
also hurt in the fracas. All of

the injured were adrmnitted to
the Sadar

Earlier, Kamarkhanda po-
lice Friday arrested six per-
sons in connection with the
murder of Jamat Al.

Later in the afternoon po- i

dormitories early Saturday

elections of the college stu-

force the strike which the JCD
I resisted. '

A dancer performing a Mampun number at the Shilpakala

Academy auditorium yesterday.

— Star photo

'Ol for coordination

among JMB partners

Communications Minister
Oli Ahnfed yesterday under-
lined the importance of effec-
tive coordination ‘among the
government of Bangladesh, the
donors, consultants as well as
contractors for smooth and
timely implementation of the
bridge across® ‘the river
Jamuna, reports BSS.

Inaugurating a .three-day
workshop, participated by the
engineers and executives of
the Jamuna Multipurpose
Bridge Authority (JMBA), the

. representatives of the co-fi-

nancing donors, the consul-
tants and contractors at the
JMBA conference room, the
Communications Minister also
underscored the need for

'close supervision's of the pro-

ject with the same objective in
view.

The workshop is intended
to identify and provide the
necessary guidance for the

-smooth implememntation of the
project.

The Communications Minis-
ter expressed the confidence
that the participants at the
workshop will deliberate upon

the major  issues relating to

timely implementation of the
JMB project in order to
resolve them through in-depth
discissions, interaction and

‘exchange of thoughts and

ideas.

The Communications Minis-
ter described the long-che-
rished " Jamuna bridge as
‘unique’ for being, among other
factors, the biggest-ever pro-
ject of Bangladesh, even in
terms of the money involved,
and said that the nation was
eagerly awaiting _its timely

. completion.

The construction of the
bridge to integrate two geo-
graphical zones of varied socio-
economic conditions of Bang-
ladesh. split by the mighty
river Jamuna, he said. naturally
creates "a very high degree of
emotion and aspiration.”

The present government
has not only mustered the co-
operation of the people, but
also given the historic start to
this project by laying the foun-
dation stones only after com-
pletion of the arrangements to
finance it by the donors.

The launching stage of such
a big project. he said, is un-
doubtedly a very crucial pe-
riod, especially where financ-
ing by multiple donors is in-
volved

Its a basic departure from
the past. he said, when in the
name of the Jamuna Bridge,
parties in power had tried to
reap political dividends rather
than to serve the geographi-
cally divided nation,

The workshop. he hoped,
will address the modalities at
length for the smooth buflding
of the bridge across the

IJanlma.

Japan, the World Bank and
the Asian Development Bank
will each provide 200 million
dollars while Bangladesh will
contribute 96 miillion dollars
to the 696-millfon dollar
Jamuna Bridge construction.

‘In the light of our previous
experience,” Oll said. "I am
tempted to say that multi-
donor financing have some
multifaceted problems and dif-
ficulties, more generally linked
with procurement of equip-
ment, eustoms clearance and
back- up supp-t}rt with regard
to logistics.” -

Addressing these areas, he
said, we ought to warrant pri-
mary attention.

He called upon thé consul-
tants and contractors to be
mindful in transferring the in-
valuable state-of-the-art tech-

nology to Bangladesh.

Through the collective en-
deavours of the co-financiers,
the ‘consultants and the gov-
ernment of Bangladesh over a
long period of time, he said,
"We have crossed many hur-
dles."”

One rickshaw-puller of the |

Chhatra Union, was dissolved a

Teachers
From Page 1 Col 8

office today at 11 am, an aide
of the minister told The Daily

. Star late last night.

The minister informed the
Star through his Personal

Assistant that he was unwill-

ing to talk to the press before

the scheduled meeting. -

When contacted over tele-
phone, the coordinator of the

‘liaison committee of six teach-

ers' organisations, Kazi Faruk
Ahmed said, "We'll not attend
the meeting." :

Explaining the reasons for
the boycott he 'said they did
not receive any formal letter
from the minister.

' Beside, he added, "We are
not-interested to participate in

. the meeting of all the teachers'

bodies. We are ready for a dia-
logue between the authorities
and the liaison committee
purely on our 15-point char-
ter of demands," he said.
"The planned meeting
the minister with the 1.75

Tripura governor

From Page 1 Col 8

delegation members find the
rehabilitation of returnees sat-
isfactory, then steps will be
taken soon to Initiate the next
phase of repatriation of
Chakma refugees now staying
at the camps across the bor-
der.

. In the first phase, over
1800 Chakma refugees re-
turmned home through Ramgarh
and Tabalcharli reception
camps of Khagrachari district.

" will

of

to boycott

lakh teachers' representatives
definitely be a fruitless
exercise and will nnt resPlvt
the crisis.”

Faruk Ahmed accused the
Education Minister of deepen-
ing

the crisis and. tarnishing

.. the image of the BNP govern-
ment by violating a directive of

the Prime Minister concern-
ing their demands and de-
manded the PM's direct in-
tervention in the matter,

The. threatened non-step
strike by the teachers would
seriously hamper the SSC ex-
aminations scheduled to begin
across the country on May 2.

Examinees and their guardians -

are now gripped with anxiety
due to the teachers' action

Incidentally, the SSC exam-
inations this year .are to be
held under a computerised
system. 'Most teachers have
been trained in the new sys-
tem. It would, therefore, be
difficult to conduct the exam-
inations by the non-trained
persons, officials pointed out.

Border demarcation’
with Myanmar soon

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, Apr 16: A flag
meeting between Bangladesh
and Myanmar was held at
Maungdow .on Friday, accord-
ing to reports received here

The meeting decided io
start demarcation of the bor-
der areas as soon as possible.

| Bangladeshl cops
| in Rwanda moved

‘Mujibnagar Memorial

to Nairobi
By Staff Correspondent

All five members of the
Bangladesh police force de-
ployed in Rwanda as part of
the UN peace-keeping mission
have been shifted to Kenya un-
der the supervision of the
United Nations. says a police
press release.

The police personnel are
:: staying in Nairobi and are

The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the Bangladesh
Embassy in Nairobi are main-
taining constant communica-
tion with the Bangladeshi po-
licemen. the release added.

70 houses gutted
in Cox's Bazar

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, Apr 16;: More
than 70 houses were gutted in
a fire that broke out near
Kuroshkho! in Cox's Bazar

Sadar thana this afternoon.

Rule issued on
Health Secretary
By Staff Correspondent

A Division Bench of the
Supreme Court comprising
Justice Ismail Uddin Sarkar
and Justice Md Hamidul Hugq
on April 12 issued a rule nisi
on the Health Secretary and
the Director of Drug
Administration to show why
the validity of the order restor-
ing the registration of the
banned medicines including B-
complex syrup and increasing
medicine prices by 5 per cent
should not be declared illegal.

The rule was made return-
able within four weeks.

Stafl Reporter of Daily Lal
Sabuj Mollah Jalal filed a writ
stating that all the drugs
banned through the Drug
Control Ordinance of 1982
cannot be restored without en-

{ actment of fresh laws. Besides,

there is no legal validity of the
drug pricing committee, the
petitioner argued.

The plaintiff stated that
only the government could de-
termine the prices of drugs
through gazette notification.

Barrister Amirul Islam and
others appeared for the peti-
tioner

Mujibnagar Day

From Page 1 Col 8

this day in the presence of in-
ternational media. Bangaban-
dhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
languishing in a Pakistani
prisan, was named the Presi-
dent and Supreme Comman-
der while Syed Nazrul "Islam
was made the acting President.

Tajuddin Ahmed was named
the war-time Prime Minister, a
post he held till Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman took over as
the PM in early 1972,

- The other members of the
provisional cabinet were Cap-
tain Mansur Ali, AH M Qamru-
zzaman, Khandaker Mushtaque
Ahmed -and Colonel M A G
Osmany, the Commander in

' Chief of the liberation forces.

A memorial has been
erectéd at the site of the cer-
emony to mark the war-time
capital.

Various nrgnnisatiuns will
observe the day in a befitting
manner. -

The Awami League will
hoist“the national and party
flags at the Bangabandhu
Bhaban in the city and party
offices in the morning.

A discussion on the signifi-

‘cance of the day will be held at

the Awami Lehgue Central
Office at Bangabandhu Avenue
at 4 pm. It will be presided by
AL chief and Leader of the
| Opposition in Parliament
Shcikh Hasina.

In a message yesterday,
Shelkh Hasina recalled tie
contributions of Bangabandhu

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and

his other war-time cabinet
leaders. She regretted that the
dreams of Bangabandhu and
the martyrs of the Liberation
War were yet to be realised,

[n observance of Mujibnagar
Day, a discussion programme
to be followed by a prize-giving
ceremony and cultural pro-
gramme will be held today at
4:30 pm at the ballroom of
Sonargaon Hotel.

Prof A Q M Badruddnzn
Chowdhury, Deputy Leader of
the House, will attend the pro-
gramme as chief guest.

Forests and Environment
Minister Lt Colonel (Retd) Ak-
bar Hussain, Wing Commander
(Retd) M Hamidullah Khan,
MP and Major - (Retd)
Aktaruzzaman, MP will also be
present as special invitees.

UNB adds: The Awami
League has planned pro-
grammes In Meherpur tomor-
row (o observe the 24th

1 Mujibnagar Day.

These include a rally at the
at 12
noon. Sheikh Hasina will at-
tend the rally as chief guest.

it will be addressed by
Syeda Zohra Tajuddin, Col
(Retd) Abu Osman, Naima
Chowdhury, Prof Abdul Ma-
nnan. MP and district AL
president Hisabuddin.

A podium called the Sheikh
Hasina Mancha has been con-
structed near the Mujibnagar
Memorial on the occasion.

The Midnig g’h t Fil

Italian PM resigns

ROME. Apr 16: Prime Minister Carlo

Azeglio Ciampi

wmmmmmmwm

today, the Premier's office arinounced. Ciampi

. 73, said last

week he was ready to resign after the March 27-28
election but would do so only after the election of the
Speakers of the upper and lower houses of Parliament.
Politiclans from the right-wing Freedom Alliance were voted
into the posts carlier today. reports AFP.

.y . . -
Burundi's President laid to rest
NAIROBI. Apr 16: Burundi President Cyprien Ntaryamira

was buried Saturday, 10 days after he and Rwanda's leader

died in a mysterious plane crash that set off ethnic

in Rwanda. Thousands of people jammed the

Regina Mundi

cathedral in Bujumbura. the Burundian capital. for a requiem
Mass. They followed Ntaryamira's casket on a 30-minute walk
to the presidential palace compound where he was laid to

UN

SARAJEVO, Apr 16: UN
Commanders ordered air

sirikes today against Bosnian
Serb tanks firing on Gorazde

but poor weather prevented

NATO jets from c out
the bombing raids, UN military

NATO Jttl swooped low
over Serb tanks that had ig-
nored repeated warnings to
stop pounding the Muslim en-
clave but cloud cover ham-
pered the allied pilots who had
difficuity identifying targets,
UN protection force (Unpro-
for) officials said

NATO ground attack aircraft
were called in as the weather
was poor, a number of passes,
were required to confirm and
clearly identify the target,
Unprofor said in a statement
issued in Sarafevo.

During the delay caused by
the weather, a British sea har-
rier involved in the raid was
shot down by a surface-to-air
missile, the UN statement
said,

During this manoeuvre, a
British sea harrier jet was shot
by a surface-to-air missile, the
statement said.

LTH officials in Zagreb said

orders air strike
against Serb tanks

the pilot ejected safely and was
later rescued by helicopter.
Meanwhile: The 51-mem-
ber Organisation of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) urged the
United Nations today to take
quick action to protect the
town of Gorazde against a
Bosnian Serb advance.
The OIC. which
most of the world's Muslim
nations, said In a statement
that the ambassadors of its
member states at the
Nations have been called for an
emergency meeting to coordi-
nate action at the Security
Council. reports Reuter.

The OIC warns that the
massacre of Muslims of the UN
protected area of Gorazde will

have incalculable conse-

:

the authority of the United
Nations, it said.
Muslim-controlled

radio said on Saturday Serb
tanks had broken into
the streets of Gorazde town
and were shooting at residen-
tial buildings as residents and
UN workers dived into
makeshift sheiters.

From Page 1 Col 5

The leaders attending the
meeting observed that the
party should concentrate on
making the April 20 gherao of
the district-level administra-
tions and the April 26 hartal
successful.

AL chief and Leader of the
Opposition Sheikh Hasina also
asked all the working commit-
tee members to leave the capi-
tal for their respective con-
stituencies by today to make
the planned programmes suc-
cessfinl.

On the question of attend-
ing the 14th session of
Parliament. scheduled to begin
on the 4th of next month, the
ALCWC decided in favour of
discussing the matter with
other nppusitinn partics in
Parliament.

A top-ranking AL leader
who attended the meeting told
The Daily Star last night that
| most of the speakers felt that
| the AL should attend the ses-
sion only after the ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
agrees to move a Bill
for the next general elections
to be held under a care-taker
administration.

A final decision in this re-
gard would be taken during an
extended meetingd of the
ALCWC scheduled for May 2,

.the leader added.

Party leaders, discussing
the present political situation,
observed that it was the ruling
party which had made it diffi-
cult for the AL to attend the
next Parliament session.

The ALCWC members al-

Opposition groups

From Page 1 Col 5
prutcuting some 'derogatory’
remarks by Information
Minister Nazmul Huda about
the Opposition when they de-
manded a full-dress discussion
on the Hebron massacre by the
Jewish settlers in the occu-
pied West Bank. They also boy-
cotted the latter part of the
session. ;
At the joint meeting, the
Opposition group leaders will
also discuss a common formula

| about the proposed constitu-

tional amendment for a care-
taker government to conduct
the future general elections.

"We will try to synchronise
the three Private Bills, already
submitted by the Awami

the Jamaat, into a single one
seeking 'necessary constitu-
tional provision for a care-
taker government,” Jatiya
Party leader Mowdud Ahmed
told UNB last night.

On the queston of joining
the next JS session., he said,
the joint meeting of all opposi-
tion parties in Parliament will
discuss the issue and take a
united stand.

The coming session is ex-
pected to be a brief one before
the next budget session.
Sources said the ition
may not join the House until
there is any 'positive’ initiative
from the ruling party to re-
solve the stalemate, and the
crisis, following the political
development after the Magura-

2 by-elections.

League, the Jatiya Party and

'ALCWC meet ends

leged that the BNP had failed

to honour the four-point
qreﬁmnt signed the AL~
ed Opposition in 1

The AL leaders, while ex-
pressing their views against
attending the next . session,
‘pointed out that the
bench had censistently been
indifferent towards issues like
the Indemnity Repeal bill, the
bill seeking independence of
the judiciary and the minis-
ters' commitments made  in
the House relating to solving
the problems prevailing in the
constituencies of theg

{}ppoattiun legislators.
day ALCWC meet-
beging Priday

anausatmn
From Page 1 Col 7
tﬂr}' environment is !Uﬂ!‘ﬂ'l-

-ened to prevent private sector

abuse of the programme,” the
report quoted. P

The SOEs have posed an-
other problem for the coun-
try's administration with much
of the top SOE management
being drawn frgm the adminis-
trative cadre, the repoért ob-

- served.

"The SOEs are also a drain
on the scarce administrative
talent in the country,” it re-

marked.
Es’ m-
avallability

"The utilit
mance in terths o

and quality of essential ser-
vices falls well short of the in-
ternational bench mark.” the
report commented, adding
that this has caused upward
shift in the production cost
structure of Bangladesh.

The report felt that
although disinvestment of
smaller SOEs would be easier
to accelerate, it would need
foreign investment to sell uﬂ' ]
‘the larger ones.

The report also lugg::uted

opening up areas hitherto re-
served for the public sectior
and attracting the private sec-
tor into joint ventures and
BOO/BOT type arrangements.

Moreover. management
contracts to allow the private
sector to improve the quality
of managememt and impart
technical skills, even if owmer-
ship remains under public
hands, is also seen a way of
dealing with the loss-making
SOEs.

[RRI procurement
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ers and also to maintain a good
stock, observers believe.
Besides, a good IRRI-boro
procurement -drive is all the
more essential now since this
year's aman procurement drive

fell far behind target, they
pointed out.
Only a little over 8000

tonnes of aman rice — against a
target of two lakh tonnes —
have been procured during
this year's drive which is now
nearing its end. The govern-
ment began its aman purchase
on 15 November last year, of-
fering Tk 210 for a maund of
paddy and Tk 325 for rice.
Against a target of tiwo lakh
tonnes of paddy. 1.4 lakh
tonnes were procured in the

previous flacal year



