Navy now
have to wait
Sports Reporter

adesh Navy finished |

their Sonali Bank office hockey
campaign on a winning
note with a lone goal victory
Stlu.ll Bank at the Hockey
yesterday.

win keeps Navy's title
alive, raising their col-
lection to 14 points from nine

HeE H

But they will have to wait
for the outcome of today's
match between Sadharan Bima
and Bangladesh Air Force.

Bima, who earned a crucial
1-0 goal victory over Navy in
their previous super league
match, need a win to clinch
the crowm.

in the day's match, Abdul
Karim struck the match-win-
ner in the 36th minute from a
short comer.

Gavaskgr's

, Apr 16: Sunil
Gavaskar will manage India for
the remainder of the Austra-
hlil Cup, team officials said
teday, reports Reuter.
India have operated without T
a manager since the opening
day of the one-day tournament
when Ajit Wadekar was hospi-
talised following a mild heart

attack.
Gavaskar, who is ‘here as a

television commentator, said

he had agreed to a request by
skipper Mohammad Azharu-

for the rest of the tournament,
The former world batting
record holder, 45, added thl.':

Yohs ety o acdST e P

sition for a longer term _uincc
he was committed to doing

media work,

Berasategui
shows Edberg

way out

NICE, France, Apr 16: Ri-
sing clay court specialist Al-
berto Berasategui of Spain
uroel top seed Stefan Edberg

Sweden to reach the semifi-
nals of the Nice Open tennis

tournament on Friday, reports
Reuter.

al

"I'm not surprised to be in

the semifinals but to beat
Ederg is definitely

best today,” said Berasategui,
ranked S?th

after winning -3, 6-4.

Erratum

We regret the erroneous

heading of a news item on the
legendary West Indian crick-
etu' Sl-r Garﬂeld Sobers in our

SHARJAH, Apr
16 Australla bru-
shed aside New
Zealand by seven
wickets here on

b Saturday to storm

into the Australasia Cup
semifinals with an all win
record, reports AFP

The Aussies, who had de-
feated Shri Lanka by nine
wickets in their Group B
opener on Thursday. put in a
solid performance to trounce

| their Trans Tasman rivals with

equal case

Celebrated leg-spinner Sha
ne Warne grabbed four for 34
as the Kiwis, electing to bat
first, were restricted to 207
for nine in the stipulated 50
OVETS.

Mathew Hayden (67) and
David Boon (68) put on 123 for
the second wicket to fire
Austiralia to an easy victory
with 13 balls to spare.

Australia’'s likely opponents
in Tuesday's first semifinal will
be India who have 1-1 record
in Group A.

New Zealand take on Shri
Lanka in the last pool match
Monday to decide the second
spot from Group B.

Warne, who took three for
29 against Shri Lanka. once
again struck terror in the Kiwi
camp with his mesmirising
high-quality spin bowlifjg
Seamer Damien Fleming also
chipped in with four wickets.

Kiwi opener Brian Young
top-scored with a defiant 63,
but as wickets tumbled at the
other end, New Zealand rued
the absence of captain Ken
Rutherford and star batsman
Martin Crowe who opted to
give the tournament a miss.

Australia, themselves with-
out skipper Allan Border and
fast bowler Craig McDermott,
showed no signs of fatigue at
the end of an ardous season.,

Stand-in captain Mark
Taylor picked up two brilllant
catches in the deep while the
bowling was backed by sharp,

agile fielding all round
Michael Slater was bowled
with Danny Morrison's second
delivery, but Hayden and
Boonn hit back with preathtak-
ing strokeplay against the im
ited Kiwis attacks.

Boon. playing his first
match in the tournament, hit
10 boundaries and a six before
holding off-spinner Shane
Thomson out near the long-on
fence

Opener Hayden fell in the
4]1st over when 44 were
needed for victory when Chris
Harris picked up a low diving
catch at point off seamer Chris
Pringle.

Michael Bevan and Justin
Langer, Australia's
batsmen, guided their team to
victory without trouble.

Australia’'s emphatic victory
was, however, dampened by an
injury to off-spinner, Tim Ma

SHAN E WARNE -0-m
who broke a fifiger in hls right

hand while fielding against
Shri Lanka on Thursday.
Coach Bobby Simp-un said

two young

the fracture was diagnosed on
Saturday and added that May
will miss Tuesday's semifinal
and also the final. if Australian
qualify .
SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the first in-

nings in the Australasia Cup

one-day match between

Australia and New Zealand

here Saturday

Young ¢ and B D Fleming 63
Hartland lbw b Warmne 23
Douglas lbw b Warmne | 0

S Fleming ¢ Taylor B D Fleming 35
Thomson ¢ Taylor B D Fleming 32

Parore ¢ and b Warne 12
Harris Ibw b Waren not out 14
Larsen nod out 9
Hart ¢ Hayden B D Fleming 2
Morrison b McGrath 2
Pringle not out 2
Extras' (b-1, Ib-6 nb-4. w-2) 13
Total: (9 wickets, 50 overs) 207

Fall of wickets: 1-75. 2-75,

3-125. 4-134. 5-169, 6-183,

T-191. 8-201. 9-203.

Bowling O M R W
Reiffel 100 0 35 0
McGrath 10 0 44 |
S Waugh 10 1 48 O
Wame 10 O 34 4
D Fleming 10 0 39 4

AUSTRALIA
Stater b Morrison 0
Hayden ¢ Harris b Pringle 67
Boon ¢ sub (Nash) b Thomson 68
Bevan not out 39
Langer not out 20
Extras: (Ib-11. w-3) 14
Total: (3 wkts, 47.5 overs) 208
Fall of wickets: 1-0, 2-123,

3-166

Bowling: O M R W
Morrison 6 2 22 ]
Pringle 9.5 1 43 |
Larsen 9 0 42 0
Harris 6 0 25 0
Hart 7 026 D
Thomson 10 2 39 1

Man-of-the-match: Shane
Wame.

some thing
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in the world.

NEW YORK, Apr
16: An Italian-
language newspa-
per has caused a
furore in New
York by calling
for the sacking of Italy's World
Cup coach Arrigo Sacchi,
reports Reuter.

Snechi muut
it's _ the
AL e J‘"’x—‘ﬂ%
Monday Italy lost 2-1 to

Fourth Division 'I'uscan club
Pontedera.

It was their third defeat in a
row,

The Italian media ex-
pressed outrage at the article,
the reporter has complained of
being cold-shouldered by
Italian journalists and dozens
of soccer-mad Italian-Ame-
ricans telephoned the paper to
vent their spleen.

"We're still having our backs
slashed," said Domenico Delli
Carpini, co-author of the arti-
cle, on Friday.

But if the local reactinn to
the article is any indication,
Sacchi faces some serious
trouble in June if Italy fail to
shine before the New York
crowds.

"I would say he will get a
semi-warm reception as no-
one wants to pick on him yet.”
said Deli Carpini. "But if he
should lose or draw the first
game, you will see some sirong
security around the Italian ho-
tel.

"I said before that if Italy

. lnse then he should go to one

of those Pacific atolls and dis-
appear.”

Delli Carpini said some 80
per cent of the estimated
600,000 Italian-speaking
Americans in the New York
area trace their roots to south-
ern Italy while Sacchi is a
northerner from near Raw:nna

Amtr&hm pair - -
wins ITF title

KULA LUMPUR, Apr 16:
The Australian pair of Johan
Anderson and Stephen
Gleeson defeated top doubles
‘combination of Adam Malik of
Malaysia and Scott Hulse of
United States 7-6 and 6-4 to
emerge champion in the final
of the ITF-Malaysia satellite
tennis championship in

Langkawi Saturday, reports AP.

The sterling display by the
Aussie pair gave the top seeds,
Adam and Hulse no chance at
all to repeat their last wedk's
success, the national news
agency Bermama reported from
Langkawi, 400 kilometers
(250 miles) northwest of here.

The final lasted one hour
and 45 minutes with both
pairs putting up some of the
best performances seen so far.

With the win, Anderson and
Gleeson received US dirs 787
in cash while Adam and Hulse
received dirs 432. -

In the singles final to be
played Sunday. top seed Pan
Bing of China will meet Andres
Vysand of Estonia.

players in some three years.”

Anti-Sacchi campaign in US

and ex-coach of AC Milan.

Sacchi has upset some
southerners by not selecting
crowd-pleasing stars from the
south.

"On Monday we had about
100 calls from the Bronx and
Brooklyn — the hotbed of
Italian soccer here — from
Canada and from Italy,” said

lg%c t.ajis were. stfll coming

in on Friday.

Some 75 per cent were
against Sacchi because he had
not called up certain players
from Napeli.

"Some of them are saying
‘We're with you, | called Sacchi
an imbecile six months ago’,”
said Delli Carpini.

Monday's article
several
Americans who declared it was
time for a change. Cansalvo
Turchi, fermer president of
New York state's [talian soccer
league, was adamant Sacchi
should go now.

"l think Sacchi should leave
immediately the national team,
otherwise the Azzurri (Blues)
will be left standing when it

quoted

comes to the World Cup,” he
told the paper.
Attilio Giocannini, twice a

winner of the league title with
internationale in the 1950 and
1954 World Cups, was harsher.

"He's crazy.” he was quoted
as saying. "l don't know
whether to commiserate with
him or not. | have never heard
of a coach who calls up 72

prominent Italian’
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CRYPTOQUIP
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PAINTER WAS USUALLY WARM: TOOMANY COATS.
Today’s Cryptoquip clue: Y equals H

The Crypt

letter stands for another. If

oquip is a substitution cipher in which one
you think that X equals O, it

will equal O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short

words and words using an a
locating vowels. Solution is

he give you clues to
; trial and error.
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Sport
| Aussies amble into semis |

1

Windies 48
for two
at lunch

Sports Reporter

West Indies were 48 for two
at lunch on the fifth and final
Test against England in 5t
John's Antigua, according to a
message received in Dhaka late
last night

SCOREBOARD

Scores at lunch Saturday,
the first day of the fifth cricket
Test match between England
and the West Indies:

WEST INDIES: First innings

Simmons [bw b Caddick A
Williams ¢ Caddick b Fraser 3
Lara not out 23
Adams not out 11
Extras. (legbyes 1, noballs 2) 3
Total: {for 2) 48

Fall of wickets: Williams 8;
Simmons 12.

To bat: Keith Arthurton,
Shivarine Chanderpaul, Junior
Murray. Winston Benjamin,

Curtly Ambrose, Kenny
Benjamin, Courtney Walsh.
Bowling: O M R W
Fraser 8 2 12 1
Caddick 8 4 132 1
Tufnell 6 2 5 0]
Lewis 6 0 18 O
DU cricket
Sports Reporter

The Department of Finance
registered a facile 60-run win

over Department of Zoology in
the inter-department cricket
championship of Dhaka Uni-
versity at the Jagannah Hall
ground yesterday. -

The originally scheduled
30-overs-a-side match was re-
duced to a 20-over one be-
cause of damage done to the
spoil wicket by some spoil
sports.

Sent in to bat first, Finance
piled up an imposing 135 runs
for five wickets and then went
on to restrict Zoology to a pal-
try 75 for nine wickets.

Robi of Finance top-scored
with 42. Titu claimed three
wickets at the cost of 31 runs
for the losers.

Palash, the most successful
Finance bowler, dismissed
three for only ten runs.

Sharan and Dipak were the
only Zoology batsmen to have
scored double-digit scores,
making 17 each.

KARACHI, Apr 16: Pakis-
tan's star batsman Javed
Miandad has withdrawn his
decision to retire from inter-
national cricket, saying he was
doing so in deference to the
wishes of Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutto, reports AFP.

“The prime minister asked
me to withdraw my retire-

" ment and be available for the

country,” Miandad said after a
meeting with Bhutto in
Karachi on Friday.

‘1 have great regard for her
and have therefore decided to
withdraw the decision," which
he had announced on April 6,
Miandad said in a statement,

Miandad, 36, had retired in
protest after being dropped
from the Pakistan team cur-
rently playing in the Aus-
tralasia Cup tournament at
Sharjah. Earlier. he was ex-
cluded from the tour of New
Zealand.

He said he hoped to join
the team at Sharjah.

"l cannot say no to the
country's prime minister who
wished that | must break a
world record during her
tenure.” Miandad said.

He is 1.168 runs short of
the coveted 10,000 runs in
Test cricket. Miandad has
played 124 Test matches in

his career. scoring 8,832 runs
with an average of 52.57.

Miandad has 23 Test cen-
turies to his credit and his
highest score was 280 not out,
against India at Hyderabad in
1982-83. He has captained 34
Test matches, won 14, lost 6
and drew 14, making him
Pakistan's most successful
skipper with a success rate of
61.96 per cent.

Chang just a
match away

HONG KONG, Apr 16: Top
seed Michael Chang moved
within one match of his long-
awaited first Hong Kong title
after reaching the final of the
Salem Open with a 6-2, 7-5,
defeat of American veteran
Brad Gllbert on Saturday, re-

ports AFP.

Chang's opponent will be
rising young Australian Patrick
Rafter, a convincing 6-3, 6-4
winner over second seed and
former world number one Ivan
Lend], :

The Chinese-American
Chang has made 10 trips to
Hong Kong and played in this
tournament four times, but has
yet to justify the fanatical
support he receives here with
a tournament win.

He reached the final once
before, in 1992. but lost to
fellow American Jim Courier,
then the world number one.

Rafter, for his part, will be
appearing in his first ATP tour
final.

Chang, the 1989 French
Open champion, was at his ag-
gressive and terrier-like best
against Gilbert.
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in the Hong Kong Open yesterday. Chang won 6-2, 7-5.

DUBAI.
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+The thnu‘h uf
Saudi Arabia pla-
ying Morocco in a
major soceer

competition in
the United States is one of the
simmers World Cup: fioaie,
summer s World Cup finals,
reports Reuter,

But oddly, it will not be the
first time these two Arab states
have met each other in such
circumstances.

Ten years ago Saudi Arabia
and Morocco clashed at
Pasadena, the venue for this
year's World Cup final, in the
opening phase of the Los
Angeles Olympics soccer com-
petition.

Morocco won the game 1-0
and although both teams fafled
to get past the opening stage
of that tournament, Morocco
made a big impression two
years later when they reached
the second round of the 1986
World Cup finals in Mexico.

Saudi Arabia have made lit-
tle impact on world soccer
since then, apart from one
significant achievement.

In 1989 they won the world
under-17 championship in
Scotland and six players from
that squad are likely to be in-
volved in the United States
again this summer,

As well as playing Morocco
in New York on June 25, Saudi
Arabia will also play the
Netherlands and Belgium in
Washington on June 20 and
June 29 respectively.

The intense heat and hu-

midity that oould pose prob-

lems for the European players
is unlikely to trouble the

Saudis. But they could be
troubled by the tech-
nical skill. fitness and all-
round ability of"the Dutch and
Belgium players. Their main
chance of avoiding defeat will
be against the Moroccans.
Although an early exit

seens inevitable, there have

been too many upsets for the
Europeans by Arabic and
Middie East nations for anyone
to treat them with anything
but the utmost respect.

Morocce's second round
performance in 1986 when
they narrowly lost 1-0 to West
Germany after a 3-1 win over
Portugal and draws against
Poland and England, remains
the best showing by an Arab
nation, but there have been
other surprises in the last 168
Years.

in 1982 Algeria caused one
of the biggest World Cup

upsets of all tigpe when they
beat West Germany 2-1 iIn
Spain.

Egypt held both the
Netherlands and Ireland to
draws in their round
matches in italy years ago

and only lost 1-0 to England,
while Iran held Scotland to a
1-1 draw in in 1978,
Kuwait also Ild Czechos-
lovakia to a 1-1 draw in Spain
in 1982.

Whether the Saudis, cur-
rently in France preparing for
the finals, can match any of
those achievements is debat-
able.

Their qualifying campaign
was littered with sackings and
dismissals as coaches, deputy
coaches and advisors, came
and went, although they are

nogw being managerd by a . man

with first-hand knewledge of

the heat and passion of the
World Cup — Jorge "Indio”
Solari of Argentina.

Solari was a ball-winning
midfielder and a member of
the Argentina team who were
described as "animals” by
England manager Alf Ramsey
after his side beat Argentina 1-
0 in an ill-tempered quarter-
final at Wembley in 1966.

Solari is now an experi-
enced coach whose most re-
cent clubs include Indepen-
dente and Newell's Old Boys.

It's too

LOS ANGELES, Apr 16:
Earvin "Magic” Johnson, who -
returned to professional bas-
ketball last month to coach his
old team, the Los Angeles
Lakers, announced Friday
night that he would not be
back next season, reports
Reuter.

In the latest twist in his on-

- ing a level
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Saudis have little to lose

He became Saudi coach in
February this year and said
recently the team was fit and
capable of giving a good
performance in the United
States.

Even so, recent perfor-
mances in warm-up matches
have been patchy, although
they played well in a 2-2 draw
with Chile in March, improv-
ing as the maich went on after
trailing 0-2 at one stage.

Local newspapers praised
the performances of Sald Al-
Owairan in mid-field. defend-
ers Ahmad Jameel and Fouad
Anwar and strikers Sami Al-
Jaber and Fahd Al-Malik.

But the good news for the
soccer-crazed Saudi fans was
that the couniry's start striker
and team captain Majid
Abdullah, was in good shape

tion stage in France before the
squad is whittled down to the
final 22. The squad are ex-
pected to arrive in the United
States in mid-May.

Saudi Arabia were unbeaten

Prince Suitan, a son of King
Fahd and the deputy chief of
the Saudi Soccer Federation
summed it up when he said
recently, “The important thing
is for our national side reach-
to give an honou-
rable portrayal of Saudi soccer
at the World Cup.”

Their opponents will un-
derestimate the Saudis at their

nga.in off-again career, John-
son — who retired in 1991

after testing positive for the
virus that causes AIDS — said
he did not want te subject
himself to kind of intense
pressures needed to coach a
championship team.

The former superstar point
guard who led the Lakers to

An AFP file photo dated February 9, 1976 shows former
British figure skater John Curry performing in the Winter
Olympics at Innsbruck. John Curry died of AIDS on April
15 at the age of 44,

taxing for 'Maglc

five National Basketball Asso-

ciation titles said he would
finish off the last few games of
the season but has decided net
to continue coaching beyond
then.

The announcement came
on the same night the once-
invincible Lakers were elimi-
nated from play-off contention
for the first time since 1975.

"It's a tough job.," Johnson
told reporters after the lakers'
105-100 home loss ‘to the
Portland Trailblazers.

"You've got to work a lot,
work hard, work long. And it's
something | don't want to do.”

"I'm always screaming and
hollering and (after) the plays I
feel (the players) should make
when they don't make them,
I'm going crazy. So | guess I'll
just sit on the sidelines and be
quiet,” Johnson said, flashing
his trademark smile.

Johnson said he made the
decision to give up coaching
after talking to his wife Cookie
and that he wanted more time
to devote to his family and his
business projects.

Lakers general manager
Jerry West said Johnson had
done "a terrific job and I'm
sure he would have been a
wonderful coach If that's what
he wanted to go.”

Johnson. who was named
the league's most valuable
player three times in his 12-
year caréer said when he took
over March 23 that he was
committing himself only to the
final 16 games of the season
and would later decide
whether to continue.

The team has won six
games and lost seven since
Johnson became coach, com-
piling an overall record of 33-
44

The Lakers have been on a

downhil! slidg since Johnson's
sudden departure in November

1991, and team officials had

hpped he would be able to turm
the club around and boost sag
ging attendance

Johnson returned to lead
the US Olympic ‘Dream Team
o a gold medal In the 1992

Barcelona Olympics



