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_‘Mi;nimum Consensus
fior National Good

The opp osition parties were absolutely right in
demandin; . and Shaikh Razzak Ali was equally
right in conceding, that as a Speaker of the
Parliameni:, he could not hold a high level
position. 1 'hus Razzak Ali's good decision to quit
party posi tions thrown in, our lacklustre demo-
cratic atmosphere has not only had a face-lift but
an elemen't of liveliness as well. If we can utilise
the promisie it holds, to break the grid-lock on
the nationial consensus building ess, we will
have made a fresh start in termis of creative ﬁu
tics with expanding circles of positivism. re
is no doub!' that our politics in general has been
monotonou:sly and flercely partisan to a point that
even when it comes to nurturing an institution
like the pailiament, which is central to democ-
racy, the spillage effect could not be prevented
from being cxtremely debilitating for its function-

m%{azzak Ali's straightforward preference for
being left alione in his role as the r, rather
his defence of the innate dignity and neutrality
of his high office can be regarded as an act of
high-minde«l discretion. Giving credit where
due, we must say that a person of lesser
understandiing and sensitivity would have failed to
realise that at stake were indeed not just a high
principle but also his functional effectiveness as

Speaker.
Although he has proved the dictum that discre-
tion is the better part of valour, he himself

has' shown no diffidence in admitting that he
shed the party posts "as a mark of respect to
the sentiments expressed by certain upcrositinn
quarters.” Some opposition parties had threa-
tened to boycott the assembly to be presided over
by,a Speaker holding the position of the first Vice
President of BNP. Aside from this particular
threat there was a similar one looming large in
the aftermath of the Magura by-poll. So the npg;)—
sition pressure was there for him to quit the
party positions but agreeably this was not the
category of duress that the Speaker or the BNP's
central leadership would dismiss out of hand. In
other words, the opposition demand in this case
was something that could be conceded because it
was patently logical and forceful.

Building on this trend we believe the govern-
ment will see the rationale for taking up some
other demands of the opposition within the four
walls of national parliament. If one were to look
back on the parliamen proc s one would
invariably find that either the opposition-spon-
sored bu}’; were guillotined or referred to various
committees with little : Ef _ lllddruaed in

positive manner. If such a € opposition

ﬁnaz to cool its heels or remain frustrated over its

attempts to get some of their legitimate de-

mands fulfilled, with an eye to their constituen-

cies, it can have the tendency to be negative and
agitative. |

At the same time, the opposition should not
force issues in a way that they find themselves in
a log-jam situation or at a t of no return. We
have repeatedly advocated these columns
‘that major political parties should sit across the
table to arrive at a workable consensus on a
minimum agenda for national good.

Stop this Invasion
of Vulgarity

This year's turnout on the Pahela Baishakh
- morning easily surpassed earlier records. And
there was a pervasive festive mood in the air as
well as all around. Tens of thousands milled all
over the pieturesque Ramna Greens with music
wafting in all direction. Men and women, boys
- and girls and children composed a riot of colours
- under , eve tree shade of the spacious
Suhra an. Weather responded wonder-
- fully to the spirit of the great concourse of
- people celebrating not only the new year but also
a new century, something few among them will
live to celebrate again.
- The great celebration had as its fountainhead
+the musical beginning of the da and the
laun offqreufluveand!oyat e feet of the
great wattha or the wisdom tree at Ramna
ark by Chhayanaut, who a cultural
movement in the dying years of Pakistan and
popularised the celebration of the Bengali new

as a part of that. This has been so every
or 30 years but one — the Pahela Bﬂ.lﬂhﬂmf |

1971 — the celebrators were out fighting a bloody

war.
This soulfilling heralding of the celebrations —
a kind of mother to the Bengali new-year festjvi-
ties, was this year marred in a measure by a
. forceful show of vulgarity now pos to vitiate
1 - every occasion of b ublic assemblage. The

Batamool oval is not as large as can accom-

modate all that turn out for the music. And lo!
more than half of this incommodious place was

-

taken up by food stalls numbering over a hundred.
-The entrance to the oval was choked by these
shops in a manner that left a hardly five-abreast
strip meandering uncertainly on to a view of the
big and high dais. For a fifty thousand-plus crowd
to pass through it and get out was a deadly stam-
pede made sure. What made this vulgar en-
croachment on beauty and tradition, history and
- national struggle was some which made the
whole heal and elevating celebrations a t

to travesty and mockery — young touts bloc

~ that strip and seeking custom in un ed
often obscene manners,reduc¢ing the serene
- morning to a loathsome. experience of being
mired all over g the stinkiest goo.
How could these infernal things crop up on
government pro And on a park so very well
protected and cared for? Did they have govern-

ment permission for their business p not
- food but vulgarity? Chhayanaut was there orce
of tradition and government permission. set
these neo-mastans in the guise of caterers to

spoil the pure, almost sacred, ambience?
his is no new phenomenon, we saw the
. Ekushey Boi-mela being raped by this same mani-
festation of mastani in a new garb. The ern-
- ment can do a very good job of nipping in its
bud. Failing to do the needful in the matter may
boomerang on the government itself.

The Ekushey Boi-mela and the Pahela Baishakh
main fare and all other cultural happenings of
importance should be rid of such abominable in-
festations without fail and without delay. No one
may ever be allowed to make a market of park-
land. The government owes this to people.

1

us as to what duress of ap

RSS Stance is against Secularism and Democracy

now headed by Mulayam Singh

N the [irst interview as
the RSS chief, Rajindra
Singh has demanded
that the mosques standing
beside the two temples, one In
Mathura and the other in
Varanasi, be handed over to
the Hindus. One believed all
that was behind us. Apparently,
the RSS has some other ideas.

It has probably fargotten
the ma in the wake of
Babri Masjid's demolition. The
Hindu-Muslim rioting that fol-
lowed, according to an
Intelligence Bureau report,
was the worst India ever faced
since the subcontinent's divi-
sion In August 1947. Commu-
nalism in one shape or the
other engulfed all states,
except Himachal Pradesh. The
economic growth came tum-
bling down: the industrial pro-
duction dropped to less than
two per cent. Foreign investors
withdrew their hand. And the
nation stood ashamed before
its own eyes and those of the
world. .

if the RSS and its partvar
still want to push the country
in to a cauldron of hatred and
chaos, they can try that. But let
it skip the crap that its pur-
pose to occupy the mosques |is
to "undo the injustice” done to
the Hindus hundreds of years
ago. The move is purely politi-
cal, meant to win the vote of
Hindus who, incidently, will be
the worst sufferers in any dis-
turbance because they consti-
tute 83 per cent of India's
population.

It appears that the RSS
parivar has forgotten the les-
son it was taught during the
state assembly elections. The

Bhartiya Janata Party, political

The RSS has Mﬁmh;ruw, ; ..MH:;;I-
because the very ethos of India is sought to be mauled. Onece secularism is

wing of the RSS, was pulled
down from power in Himachal
Pradesh, Pradesh and
Uttar Pradesh. The poll re-
verses dealt a severe blow to
its stock all over the country.
In the next one year, when
10 states go to the polls, |

shall be surprised if the BJP
- wins more than one. It is in for

a bigger shock in Karanataka
where it polled 28 per cent
votes in the parliamentary
election in 1991 and where it
seldom has a well-attended
meeting. The Hindus, by and
large. have shown revulsion
over the destruction of the
mosque. They wanted a temple
but not at the expense of the
Babri Masjid. The RSS and its
parivar do not seem to appre-
clate one thing: the Hindus be-
lieve in the pluralistic society
that India has been for cen-

turies.
The RSS and its parivar

have planned several rath and
religious gatherings. But it is
not going to be easy to revive
the frenzy it was able to fo-
ment between 1990 and 1992.
Secular forces are far better
organised than before. Also,
the nation's agenda has
changed in the last three
years. The reservations for the
backward have articulated the
caste factor and pushed reli-
gion to the background.

| am not making any value
judgment. But the image of the
RSS and its parivar is that of
an upper class which looks
down upon the backward and
the Harijans. The RSS chief
has himself said that they will

be paying special attention to
the backward and Harijan,

admitting the lapse. By
promising concessions, he
cannot win them. His partvar
has to change its attitude,
which so far reflects the
typical upper caste superiority.

Rajindra Singh's reempha-
sis on the three mandirs at
Ayodhya, Mathura and Varanasi
also indicates the organisa-
tion's intellectual exhaustion.
Apparently, the call to go
swadeshi has not clicked. It
was bound to happen because

recognised and ne claim
against their will
be entertained. The Babri
Masjid was not covered by the
provision because a dispute
concerning it was pending in
the Allahabad High Court at
that time.

True, the RSS has little
faith in the institutions like a
law court because its parivar
demolished the Babri Masjid
even after giving an undertak-
ing to the Supreme Court that
the masjid would not be
touched. But the nation's fath

"BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

the RSS and its parivar have
never been associated with any
economic programme.

All along the tune has been
that of Hindutva, the anti-
Dunkel voice sounds a false
note. Conceded the RSS has a
disciplined, obedient cadre,
which can be switched on or
switched off at will. But the
success of a campaign depends
on the commitment it reflects.
A cadre imbedded in fanatic
Hindu thinking cannot put
across. with conviction an eco-
nomic programme, which has
no religious ingredient.

The claim over the mosques
also questions parliament's
credibility. It has passed a leg-
islation that gll religious
places, as they existed on
August 15 1947, will be
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Errors Corrected and Errors
Compounded

" O change is to im-
prove: to change
often is to improve

often; change continuously

is human endeavour for perfec-

tion.” Recent strategic chn.ngu
in the Awami League policies

illustrates a consistency with
this Churchillian homily.

A valiant attempt has been
made by Shah S Kibria. a
retired career diplomat, to jus-
tify the change in stance of the
Awami League towards the
Indo-Bangladesh Friendshi

Treaty — asserting that the

no longer supports the re-
newal of the g}r’:nty when it
_ in 1997.
Politicians in a st en-
vironment are n ged to

lain their cha:ll.g: in polrjlti»-

positions as as they
are in" accord wtotlllzg popular
opinion. It is a credit to the
m Leamh.t;! and its }eadtel;

L it recognised

neel:u:i to itself with over-
whelming public opinion omn
the issue.

Where lar
rejected the Frien d‘i%‘fl;‘“%"m‘;‘w'
th India for the last two

decades, complaints that the
"benefits” of the Treaty have
been "skilfully concealed” tend
to sound rather pathetic. It is a
that the last i of a
8s than creditable legacy
continue to be obliged to jus-
tify the unjustifiable.

Why should any politician in
Bangladesh, be inclined to
rouse sentiments against
India? Politicians and political
parties are only concerned
with increasing their support
base. If pﬁmhr on is un-
b?n-pathf: ¢ and apprehensive
of Indian attitude towards
Bangladesh, politiclans would
naturally align themselvés to
be consistent with these sen-
timents. Indeed, some quar-
ters may suggest, with reason-
able justification, that the per-
ce change in the Awami
League position viz a viz India
may haye been prompted by
similar political compulsions.

Considerable emphasis has
been placed in the that as

r article 1 of the Treaty

dia agreed to respect the
sovereignty and territorial in-

le%rit of h.Was not
In iaruhliged to

3 respect our
sovereignty and territorial in-
tegri

ty

t{hwlthuut the Treaty? If
not, then the Awami League
owes it to nation to enlighten
re-
hensions forced the then
Awami League government to
.seek India's documentary asse-

‘rtion to respect our sovereign-

-— — — — - e

Sir, the best of my
knowledge, the 'fatwa-brigade’
began their unholy activities
in Bogra. .

Yet, to the best of my
knowledge, the honorable
Prime Minister hasn't made a
single comment on the subject
— neither as the leader of the
country nor as a member of
the oppressed class.

Isn't that strange?

Shaf Rahman,
Char Komilapur, Faridpur

EPZ in northern

Sir, In order. to‘encourage
foreign investors we need to
establish more Export
Processing Zones in important
places of the country. The for-
eign investors will not be al-
lured to invest only on the ba-
sis of the availability of cheap
labour. They will see how
quickly they can get the infras-
tructural facilities for installa-
tion of gas, power, water, site

facilities for installation of ma-

J chineries ete.
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The author's comments
refer to the article by the
Star columnist SAMS
Kibria published on 10

April, 1994.

ty and territorial integrity.

In amnrding‘udth Article 1
of the Treaty, adesh has
certainly t a]the sOove-
l’al?l and territorial integrity
of India and refrained ﬂm
interfering in the internal af-
fairs of India. However, empir-
ical evidence n:\tl;1 the past 23
years suggests that reciprocity
to our goodwill has been in

rather short supply.
Berubari /Tin B%a, Talpatti,
insurgencies in ttagong Hill

Tracts, Push-In, waters the
Ganges, are only a few of the
numerous issues in which
Indian attitude has not radi-
ated the friendliness that the

Treaty ostensibly sought to se-
cure.

Bangladesh is hemmed in
by India in the West, North
and East. The only conceivable
attack or a threat to attack to
our territorial sovereignty can
come from India. To presume
that adesh would invoke
Article 9 of the Treaty to con-
sult with India — if at any time

coun is under attack or

uMider threat of attack from

India — is a presumption that
the mind.

e have been reminded

that the Treaty has never been

invnkndnfby;lﬂlu‘ Hgg in the
course the years.
Nﬁtlﬂthﬁﬂﬁt ., nor
for that matter any other gov-
ernment of has in- ,
voked Article 9 of the Treaty

in 23 s. One mlhc for-

ven for being gra to the

mﬂgy that Article 9 of
the ty was never invoked.

To justify tHe need for the
Bangladesh-India Friendship
Trea th tLEITE. it1 hal:j been
su at newly indepen-
dcﬁangladesh ngedcd str-
ong allies to withstand the ef-
forts to undermine the state
both internal and extern
forces. Between the 16th of
December 1971 till the sign-
ln% of the Trea !
only external forces in and
around Bangladesh were the
Indian forces; and the only in-
ternal forces — the Razakars —
had either been exterminated
or incarcerated. '

By considerable stretching

of the ation we can
ssibly visualise, that the Treaty .

in 1972, the ° .ing

was to deter a possible military

e —— T — e
.........

threat from neighbouring
Burma. But it is appalling to
suggest that the government of
late Shaikh Mujibur Rahman
had signed the Friendship
Treaty with India "to withstand
the efforts to undermine the
state by the vanquished
Razakars — who if alive and
free were seeking nooks and
crannies for shelter to save
their miserable hides from the
wrath of the victors.

An error corrected is an er-

ror forgotten — an error justi-
fied is an error c unded.
To err in politics can be costly.

To justify errors is an invita-
tion to disaster.

The contention that a re-
newal of the Bangladesh-India
Friendship Treaty is not essen-
tial for our national secwurity
needs today, speaks of the re-
vived sagacity — albeit belated
— of the Awami League. The
argument that the Treaty was
essential for our security needs
in 1972, only serves to dilute
this wisdom.

Why should sentiments
against India, be identified
with sentiments .against the
Awami League even implica-
tion? Current positions consis-
tent with national sensitivities
provides abundant bilities

to erase legacies that do not -

relate to current needs or lack
popular appeal.

The fortunes of the Musiim
League in Pakistan and the
Congress in India amply
demonstrate that popular per-
ceptions regulate the fate of
politicians and political par-
ties. Fondness or abhorrence
in history can .only offer nos-
is too expensive a diversion for
contenders in power politics.

In an atmosphere of com-
petitive multi- system of
government, political rewards
are seldom earned by nostalgia.

tic polices rarely recog-
nises individuals or collective
contributions of the past —
only history exercises that
privilege. Our political fate is
determined by the level of our
competence to contribute in
the present. Our ability is ap-
praised by our proficiency in
mastering today and pre-par-
for the morrow.

To err and re is accept-
able. To amend an error is
commendable. To err and then
rv.:ﬁ_ret under pretensions is
LB

orgivable,

The author is a Member of
the Parliament and the head of
ﬁnﬂt;nnui Democratic Front —

-
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Al present the investors
who are setting in industries
in places other than EPZ can-
not set up then in quickest
possible time. They are waiting
for power, gas, water and tele-
phone connection for years to-
gether. The local touts are also

demanding huge money as do-
nation before starting of civil

construction. The EPZ can en-
sure all readily available service

and free the entrepreneur

from any tension.

Rajshahi and Dinajpur pro-
duces huge quantities of good
quality mangoes, paddy and
silk. The products are ex-
portable. Besides, extraction of
coal and hard tock will also
provide scope for export of
surplus coal and hard rocks. At
present we are making busi-
ness at a tiny scale with Bhutan
through Burimari of Lalmonir-
hat district. We can make
business with Nepal and also
with China via Nepal and India
from Tetulia of Panchagarh
district.

Bangla Banda of Tetullia is
directly connected with pucca
road in India similarly Hili is
directly connected with pucca

road in Bangladesh. These
places can be chosen for estab-
lishment of Export Processing
Zone. The places are ideal site
for industries and cheap
labour are available there. The
undevelopéed areas of the coun-
try will be equally. developed if
more Export processing zones
are established in the places
where there is road communi-
cation with neighbouring
countries. Besides, with the
completion of Jamuna Multi-
purpose Bridge the communi-

cation facilities of northern .

Bangladesh will be improved.

Mohbubul Hagque Chowdhury
Kalabaghan, Dhaka

An appreciation

Sir, | am a regular reader of .

The Daily Star. Your steps to
hold Quiz Competition is very
much appreciable. So, | have to
greet you on your steps. | think
this competition will make
Bangladeshies real readers and
fond of The Daily Star while it
increases our knowledge of

games.
Shahin
Dhaka

G

in parliament as the topmost
legislative body is unflinching
ke that of other democratic
countries.

It is significant that the RSS

chief. while talking about the
handing over of the three
mosques. has not mentioned
the BJP at all Unlike the agi-
tation over the Babri Masjid
when the BJP was in the fore-
front, the spotlight this time is
on the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP). This seems to have
been done purposely to keep
the BJP. which fights elec-
tions, distant from the pro-
grammes that may be chalked
out to heighten the Hindutva
pitch.

After the Supreme Court's

judgment, characterising secu-

larism as the constitution's

non-RSS forces to pick up the gauntlet. They have no option
dﬂ_ﬂ.ﬁ_r-yl—udkm

basic feature, the BJP would be
treading on thin ice if it were
to get involved in religious
jumbeorees and other junkets.
Its governments. dismissal was
adjudged justified as they had
viclated the tenets of secular-
isn. Then one mosque was in-
volved: now there are two
more. The crime would be
compounded if the target is

the two remaining mosques.

While this demand is
pending. the RSS has revived
the Babri Masjid-Ram
Janmabhoomi dispute. It un-
derlines that the RSS wants to

instance of the VHP. is a step
in that direction.

Prime Minister Narasimha
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Choosing a Vice-Chancellor

In his recent column (Choo-
sing a Vice-Chancellor, March
1994) Professor Zillur
Rahman Siddiqui has rightly
and. 1 think with genuine
concern, voiced his ap-
prehensions about the future of
autonomy of the four universi-
ties of the country which are
enjoying it now. | think all
conscious, responsible and
democratically-oriefited citi-
zens of the country will spon-
taneously share his apprehen-
sions and thank him for pro-
viding a basis for reconsidera-
tion of the issues that have
called for a revision of the
University Act 1973 on the
part of the Government and
opposing such a move on the
part of the teachers who think
that their freedom will be di-
rectly affected by any such re-
vision. However, Professor
Siddiqui has (1) nowhere
thrown any light on the re-
sponsibilities entailed in any
kind of autonomy, particularly
that of university autonomy; (2)
not thrown any light on the
abuse of this autonomy; (3)
not given any suggestion re-

garding the proper use of this

autonomy; (4) avoided men-
tioning the imperfections of
the 1973 Act and their possi-
ble remedies; (5) not pointed
out that autonomy does not
mean ‘imperium in imperio’;
(6] not also, for understand-
able reasons, said that since
the Act is not a 'sanctum
sanctorium’, it can be revised
to suit the changing circum-
stances and needs and de-
mands of the future., Being an
insider he could have come out
with concrete and viable sug-

gestions for the improvement

of prevailing conditions.

At any rate, with provoking
brevity, Professor Siddigqui has
drawn attention to a very ma-
lignant problem. "concerning
the appointment and promo-
tion “_;cachcra" which, ac-
cct ®° . him, "points to a

di' /ﬁ‘d;vclupment in re-
cel> years.” Mqwever, he has

judiciously stopmed here and
did not p ;to elaborate
the point, obviously because

this is unequivocally a ground

where angels fear to tread. One
‘expected him to be more posi-

tive about the 'entirely... non-
partisan basis', he has sug-
gested because reticence,

| though at times more elo-

quent, sometimes also
amounts to side-tracking the
issue. An independent ob-
server of the whole scenario
would probably suggest a thor-
ough scrutiny of the applica-
tion materials of the candi-
dates, recommendations of the
respective selection commit-

.tees and final decisions about

them of a period of, say, last

| 10 years, by an honourable
judge

of the High Court
(retired or in service) whose
terms of reference might be to
identify irregularities and sug-
gest methods to streamline
such activities for better and
healthier academic atmo-
sphere and administration. No
one can, with reason, dub this
as an infringement on auton-
omy which does not mean any
kind of autocracy in any form.
On the other hand. it can be
said that such an action will
considerably strengthen the
cause of autonomy in the uni-
versities and serve the long-
term cause of education.

Professor Siddiqui who was
Vice-Chanecellor for two terms
without having to go through
the travail of electioneering
(he was directly appointed by
the government) is well-aware

of the seamy sides of the pro-

Abu Taher Mojumder

cess of choosing a Viee-
Chancellor directly or through
election (as is sometimes done
now) and then choosing one
from the three persons
elected by the senate.
"Politicisation of universities,
mainly politicisation of
the office of the Vice-
Chancellor” makes, as Prof
Siddiqui says. "fair administra-
Yion" difficult. He further says
that "non-academic considera-
tions have prompted the pre-
sent government and the one
preceding it, in men
for the office of the Vice-
Chancellor. The of the
office has been . In the
eyes of the faculty, of the stu-
dent body, and | dare say of
the people. Lowering of the
standard and the
of the partisanship have gone
hand in hand." He has
stopped short of elaborating.
He has dexterously put the
onus for the ills in the univer-
sities on two governments, the
present and the previous one,
though, as an insider, he is
well-aware of what is actually
happening in the universities.
Regarding direct appointment
of Vice-Chancellors by the two
governments this much can be
said that the Vice-Chancellors
were chosen from among se-
nior professors, not from
among outsiders, and the pro-
cess, followed was the same as
followed in his case when he
was appointed direct. In every
case the government has ap-
plied its discretion in the
same way as it does when it
chooses one elected Professor
from the panel of three.
Regarding the "lowering of the
standard” it must be admitted
that it is inherent in the very
Act — in the system of election
— which compels one whether
he is a’' candidate for the post
of Vice-Chancellor, for mem-
bership of the Syndicate,
Finance Committee, Academic
Council, for that matter, any
elective position or office, to
beseech, entreat, supplicate
and pray for notes by moving
from place to place and from
door to door. Just think of a
would-be Vice-Chancellor en-
treating very humbly a student-
senator for his vote. Does it
ennoble the position of a Vice-
Chancellar to the student
body? The hard fact is that the
Vice-Chancellor remains wul-
nerable both to the govern-
ment for choosing him and to
his electors for electing him to
the panel. One probable solu-
tion is that there should be
one talent-finding comrmittee
headed, probably, by the
University Grants Commission
which will make a list of all the
senior professord of all the
universities and grade them
according to their bio-data and
recommend the best of them
confidentially to the govern-
ment for appointment as vice-
chancellors of various universi-
ties. But here again the ques-
tion of individual ability and
competence will arise since
the best scholar may not al-
ways be the best administrator
and the most tactful person.

This, however, also applies to
the elected panel.
Alternatively, we can use the ¢
provisions of the Act more in-
telligently, judiciously, circum-
spectively, with greater sense
of tolerance, understanding,
spirit of accommodation, so-
briety, fellow-feeling and
friendliness, subduing ego.

ambition and whim for a
healthier academic atmo-
sphere

R

refraining
others."”

cess is at work and the Vice-
Chancellors are not appointed
direct, the University Senate
plays the vital role of electing a
panel of three persons from

which one is selected
government for the o

the Vice-Chancellor.
from this the Senate has no
power to exercise to influence
the
Universities. The budget
it passes hardly allows any
room for manoeuvre because of
financial constraints. It is ac- |
cepted
Treasurer presents it. Thus
the passing of the budget is |

This is what | have experi-
enced
Jahangirnagar. If the Senate
could exercise greater
in university affairs and play a
more decisive role things
would have, perhaps, taken a
better shape. If it were given
powers to evaluate the activi-

where.." This "elsewhere” is

by elsewhere I
would like to mean the
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"Intention” of the government, '

the political leaders,
teachers and the students. The

things
difficult for the universities, In
the same way the teachers and
the students must not make
things difficult for themselves
in the universities by their ac-
tivities. Teachers are guides
and the students are the ones
who are guided: teachers teach
and the students are the ones
who learn. When there is any
lapse in such a relationship
there is always a debacle.
Professor has not’
thrown any light on the role of
politics in the universities of
Banglades). It is a very rueful
and unfortunate fact that both
the teachers and the students
in all the wuniversities of
Bangladesh are politically di-
vided and are, more or less:
political opponents in one way
or another. This, I think, seri-
ously affects the academic at-
mosphere of the universities.
All of us are political beings, no
doubt, but can we not bring
our politics down to a reason-
able Hmit? We can follow the
examples of British, continen-
tal European and American
universities both in matters of
teachers' politics and students’
politics. The remedy lies,
firstly and lastly, in our inten-

tions and it must evolve from
within. There is a saying

'Physician heal thyself. We
must do everything
ourselves first, before blaming

others. Professor Siddiqui has
blamed the present govern-
ment
others to "have the decency of
from blaming |

to heal

while admonishing

When the democratic pro-
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ies of the Syndicate, the

Syndicate could have exercised
Its authority with greater cir-
cumspection.
Siddiqui is,
about the functions of the
Senate which should be made
effective as an instrument of
control over all other bodies of
the university with necessary

stipulations.

Professor
however, silent
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