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A Research Institute with

A research Institute is
hardly a popular subject for a
feature article. The lack-lustre
nature of the theme may be
improved to some degree with
a less pedantic approach to it
With this belief which is not
without a tinge of diffidence. a
research institute which has
not been much in public view
lately, is here iniwrodueed on
account of its potentialities for
extending the I[rontiers of

in the fields of law
and intemational affairs.

The research
guestion is the Bangladesh
Institute of Law and Interna-
tional Affairs. It is a ndn-
gevernment body devoted

to functions as a sort of

think tank for promotion,
among other things. of studies
and research in law and inter-
national spheres.

Housed in a building which

to Mr. H S Suhrawar-
dy. amidst a beautiful grove on
Road No. 7. Dhanmondi Resi-
dential Area, it was established
in June, 1972 under the ini-
tiative of Dr. F K M A Munim,
former Chief Justice of
Bangladesh Supreme Court
who remained its Chairman for
a long time. Among its objec-
tives, it seeks to operate as a
forum for providing scholars
and t$ to relate to one
another and to facilitate the
formulation of common poli-
cies in important areas of law
and international studies in a
growing interdependent world
order. It was among its mem-
bers and patrons, eminent
personages, jurists and aca-
demics.

Till recently the mainstay of
its finance rested on grants
made by the Ministry of Law
and Justice and the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. Following a
shake-up in its controlling au-
thority recently, the grant
from the Ministry of Law and
Justice is no longer available.
The curtailment of the grant
has thrown the Institute into a
tight financial position. Not
that the Institute had previ-
ously enough funds to conduct
its activities with. The suspen-
sion of a major source of funds
il midﬂ'stuud to he detrlmen

Sh'amed AL-BNP ties|
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Htm:m recallcd that the AL
had alleged massive rigging in
the parliamentary elections
held under the Ershad regime
in 1986 but had not abstained
from attending the parliament
sessions. ; .

Asked whether he would
follow the AL in boycotting the
parliamentary standing com-
mittee meetings, Menon said
his party had not yet discussed
the issue. The WP legislator,
however, said "the AL had not
talked to him before taking the
decision to bnxcutt the meet-
ings.”

Gano Forum (GF) leader,
Shahjahan Siraj MP, express-
ing his disappointment over
the present crisis, said the
conflict between the BNP and
the AL would lead democracy
towards what he said, an
‘undesirable destination.'

Siraj, however said he
would blame both the BNP and
the AL for any such situation.

The GF lawmaker observed
that the ruling party was in-
sensitive to some important
opposition demands like sep-
aration of the judiciary from
the executive, accountability of
the government to parliament
and efféctive functioning of the
Jatiya A - T
"On the other hand, the AL
is not addressing the real
ple on the
streets,” the GF leader felt.

Siraj, while. talking to this

mmpondmt Tuesday, main-
tained that an effective dia-

logue could alone resolve the

present -crisis. "The time for

.such a dialogue is not yet

over,” Siraj observed and
parties concerned
would . realise the need for
reaching an wunderstanding

Gonotantri Party (GP), while
evaluating the situation, said if
the present state of relations
between the BNP and the AL
continued, the democratic
system would be in

Criticising the ruling partjr s
alleged uncompromising atti-
tude towards the opposition,
Sengupta said there was no
scope for obstinacy in a par-
liamentary system.

The GP leader said the gov-

ermnment had now no scope for
ignoring the opposition de-
mands like holding of the next
genera]

er government, inde-
pendm of the judiciary and
the government's accountabil-
tty to Parliament.

Sengupta felt that Prime
Hitﬂ!lter m Khaleda Zia
herself should take an initia-
tive is to resolve the crisis.
"“The Prime Minister should
open a national dialogue to re-

institute in.

offering

-Suranjit Sengupta of the

elections wunder a

A S M Nurunnah

Tht prrn-rm heads of the
Institute. it was learnt, are
making efforts to have the
grant restore as well as to ex-
plore new avenues for aug-
menting its fund position by
inviting project grants from in-
terested external agencies
Fron: talks with the Director of
the Institute. ! had the im-
pression that prospects in this
respect are bright

The Institute now headed
by Sved Ishtihaq Ahmed as
Chairman, Mr. S A M S Kibria
as alternate Chairman and Mr
Fakruddin Ahmed as Director
are all noted personalities
There is no reason why with
their dynamic leadership the
Institute will not be able to
come out of the present dol-
drums and expand its activities
further. Previously agencies
such as the Asia Foundation,
the.-Ford Foundation, and the
USAID played a helpful role by
specific project
grants. If these agencies could
evince as much interest as be-
fore, it will help the Institute

to resume its due functions as

well as enlarge the scope of its
activities.

~ The story will be incom-
plete without recounting its
contributions and achieve-

ments. The Institute has a rich

library. Though, because of
fund constraints, new acces-
sion of books and journals is
much limited, organisations
such as the American Centre,
the British Council, and other
foreign missions donate books.
journals, periodicals, etc.
which go a long way in enlarg-
Ing its collection.

The Institute has a list of

research publications which is
indubitably impressive. These

publications cover a broad

spectrum of current burning
issues. The Institute's other
publications include (a) a bien-
nial jouirnal featuring articles
on international law and miter-
national affairs, (b) Bangladesh
Supreme Court Report which
is a quarterly publication
bringing out the decisions of
the Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court and (c] a

monthly magazine focussing on

areas of current international
interest. It is deplorable that,

. solve the country's present po-
litical: and economic prob-

lems,"” the GP leader said. "In
that case, Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament

Sheikh Hasina would be left
with no nptlﬂn but to attend
the dialogue.”

Such a dialogue would dcﬂ—
nitely defuse tensions now ex-’
isting in the country's political
arena. .
Sengupta, however. felt that
the AL should concentrate
more on mobilising the people
in favour of the party's de-
mands before going for all-out
agitations against th: govern-
mert.

The GP leader also said the
AL should talk to its allies in
Parliament for their support.

Replying to' a question

‘Sengupta told The Baily Star

that his party was yet to take a

-decision regarding the boycott -

of parliamentary
commijttee meetings.

BSF returns 2
abducted

Bangladeshis

JESSORE, Apr 15: A flag
meeting was held between
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) and

standing

Indian Border Security Force -
. (BSF) .at the Indian

side of
Higli border of Chawgachha
thana today, BDR sources said,

reports B5S.
The meeting was held to

settle a dispute arising out of
abduction of two Bangladeshi
nationals and seizure of irriga-
tion pumps and two boats from
Bangladesh by the BSF on
Tuesday last.

. BSF has returned the ab-
ducted persons and the irriga-
tion pumps as per Lhe dﬂﬂiﬂdﬂﬂ
of the meetings.

Hasina criticises
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the Opposition in Parliament.

The Awami League chief
was critical of nonfulfillment of
the Prime Minister's commit-
meént to waive loans up to Tk
5.000 for cooperative farmers.

She said the cooperative
societies should be elected and
run democratically. But the
ruling BNP has dissolved many
elected cooperative commit-
tees gnd reconstituted thopse
undemocratically with BNP

MPs and leaders.
e oppositipn leader also

alleged plundering of lakhs of
taka of the cooperatives by the
BNP controlled managing
committees,

Expresésing her solidarity
with the demands of the coop-
eratives, Hasina called for
building up a united agitation
against corruption and politici-
sation of the BNP. -

Unreahsed Promise

because of fund constraints,
these publications have be-
come irregular.

The Institute also under-
took certain important pro-
jects on areas noted below: (a)
Project on delay in Court and
Court administration funded by
the Asia Foundation, (b)
Project on documentation on
SAARC also funded by the Asia
Foundation. But regrettably
this project could not make
much headway. ic] Project on
Bench Guide Book for use by
trial judges on Civil Procedure,
idl Project on Gender differ-
entials for Industria] Women
Workers in Bangladesh, (e
Project on international rela-
tions subjects.

A very impeortant part of the
Institutes project activities re
lated to Judicial Officers’
Training Programme initiated
in 1985, with the co operation
of the Ministry of Law and
Justice. Under this pro
gramme a good number of ju
dicial officers of the ranks of
Subordinate Judges and
Assistant Judges have received
training so far The existing
state of fund shortage has also
had its adverse impact on this
training programme which has
resulted its being frregular.

It is a sad thing that a re-
search centre with such a le-
gacy of achievernents has fallen
on bad days. It will not be far
from truth to say that it is in a
moribundstate. The redeeming
feature in the otherwise dark
picture is that a group of able
personages has come at the
helm of affairs of the Institute
who are expected to restore
its due role and also expand
the scope of its activities. No
one will like such a research
centre to die out only because
of lack of funds.

Research organisations of a
nation represent an aspect of
intellectual heart throb of its
people. so say. To make the
Institute cover a long mileage
in its run, it behoves the gov-
ernment and the foreign
agepcies to evince active in-
terest in the institution dedi-
cated to the goal of extending
the frontiers of knowledge in
certain specific fields.

Trade pact

. From Page 1 Col 5
force by next January 1 "or as
early as possible thereafter."

The declaration also said —

—- Conclusion of the round
"will strengthen the waorld
economy and lead to more
trade, investment. employ-
ment and income ' growth
throughout the world.”
+ — Trade liberalisation and
strengthened rules achieved in
the Uruguay Round "will lead
to a progressively more open
world trading environment.”

— Ministers will strive for

"greater global coherence of

policies in the fields of trade/

‘money and finance, including

cooperation between the WTO,
the IMF [International Mone-
tary Fund) and the World

— Ministers welcomed the
actjve role played by develop-
ing countries and pledged to
facilitate the expansion of
trade and investment opportu-
nities in those countries.

: 26 killed
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the Hinds." said Lt. Gen.
Richard Keller, chief of staff of

the US European Command in

Stuttgart, Germany. Audio and

camera tapes from the aircraft
will be studied in the investi-
gation. he said. .

Asked what threat the heli-

copters might have posed that
justified shooting them down,

Keller replied, "I
don't know.”

One F-15.fired a radar-
seeking AMRAAM missile, the

other a heat-seeking Side-

winder, the general said in a
telephone briefing with re-
porters at the Pentagon.
Shalikashvili, the Joint
Chiefs chairman, said the final
order to shoot normally is
given "on the scene” and not.
from military commanders at
the jets' base in Incirlik,
Turkey. ol
"Clearly, something went
wrong, and an investigation

‘will have to determine exactly

what did go wreng," said the
four-star Army general, who
spearheaded the relief effort
for the Kurds in 1991.
Meanwhilé the United
States on Friday suspended air
patrols by combat planes over

Northern Iraq for one day to
reintorce salety procedures

that
Thursday's shootdown of two
US helicopters.

While the F-15 fighter pi-
lots were being given addi-
tional safety briefings Friday,
AWACS early warning radar
planes continued operating
over the 'no-fly' zone north of
the 36th parallel, said defence
officials who spoke on condi-
tion they not be identified.

FTII‘HE’.--!;‘HIIIHLEI' B-egun; .Khnleda Zia went round different stalls after lnau;urlt.l_
long Batshakhi mela organised by the Bangladesh Small and Cottage Industries

at the Dhanmondi Club ground in the capital Thursday.

Pahela Baishakh
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crackers announcing the turn
of a century

Different cultural troupes
on open trucks moved about in
the capital singing traditional
and popular songs.

As the day dawned, thou-
sands of people thronged the
ancient banyan tree at the

Ramna_Park where Chhayanat

— a well-known cultural organ-
isation - organised the wel-
coming of the new year 1401,

At least two dozen other
cultural organisations held
their functions at the
Suhrawardy [Ilddan. Banpgla
Academy, Shilpakala Academy,
Shishu Academy. the Zia
Uddyan at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar
and at the Bahadur Shah Park.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia opened a week:
long Baishakhi mela at the
Dhanmondi Club ground in the
capital. The fair was organised
by the Bangladesh 5Small and
Cottage Industries Corporation.

The PM also released a
Takd two commemorative
postage stamp and a First Day
Cover of Taka [ive on the occa-
sion. People from all walks of
lile in colourful attires at-
tended the functons.

The 1400-year Celebration
Council, headed by Poet Sufia
Kamal, organised a function at
the eastern gate' of the
Suhrawardy Uddyan to mark
the turn of the Bangla century.

"Let peace be restored in
Bangladesh and the world with
the advent of the new cen-
tury,” said the octogenarian
poet while releasing white pi-
geons from a raised podium.

Poet Shamsur Rahman,
Syed Shamsul Huq, Dhaka city
Mayor Mohammad Hanif and
Obaidul Qader also spoke at
the function welcoming the
New year,

The Institute of Fine Arts

and the Sammilito Sangskritik
Jote brought out a colourful
procession where marchers in
different masks sang and
danced.

In Chittagong, the
Sammilito Barsha Udjapan
Parishad and the Pahela
Baishakh Udjapan Parishad or-
ganised separate progranmunes
to bid farewell to the old cen-
tury and welcome the new.

The central focus of the
festivity in the port city was on
a Baishakhi mela at the local
stadium.

* Similar pmgrammen were

also organised in Khulna,
Rajshahi.

Saifur leads
team to Paris

aid club meet
Star Report

A seven-member delegation
led by Finance Minister M
Saifur Rahman left Dhaka for
Paris Friday midnight to attend
the Paris Club aid consortium
meeting, to be held in the
French capital April 18-20.

The team mermbers also in-
clude- Finance Secretary
Nasimuddin Ahmed and ERD
Secretary Lutfullahil Majid.

“The team will seek 2100
million US dollars as foreign

aid this year from the donors
to continue the country's aid

dependent development pro-
gramme.

The team will highlight the
country's 'improved economic
situation and a trend of
increasing investment’ as a re-
sult of the reforms in the
economy.

The team will also reiterate
the country's adherence to the
reforms measures in thé com-
ing years and will also express
the government's commitment
to poverty alleviation.

jlng to Myanmar

Li Peng
From Page | Col B
that and China en-
joy traditional relations that
are excellent and that the two
countries have no problems
whatsoever.

The Bangladesh Foreign
Minister conveyed to Premier
Li Peng greetings of Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia.
He mentioned that China was
.one of the first countries that
Begum Zia visited in 1991 to
manifest confidence that
Bangladesh has in its’ friend-

| ship with China.

Rahman said Bangladesh is
looking forward to China's role

'l in helping Asian couhtries

achieve economic develop-
ment. He also briefed the
Chinese Premier about the ef-
forts of Bangladesh as chair-
person of the SAARC to de-
velop regional cooperation.

He Tralsed Bangladesh's
problemn with India relating to
sharing of water of Ganges and
Teesta and the situation relat-
refugees
where he said that China's si-

lent yet useful support was
| helpful.

Li Peng sald that during
Begum Zia's visit to China in
1991 he had extremely useful
exchange of views with her
and that he is looking ferward
to his next meeting with' her
in Dbaka. He added that he is
aware of necessity
Bangladesh and China (o in-
crease trade and economic re-
lationship on South Asia. Li
Peng said that China has good
relations with all countries of
the region. On India, he said,
China's relationships  are
honourary and normal but
there are still some problems.
He, however, assured the
Bangladesh Foreign Minister

that China's improvement of

relations with India will not be
at the expense of its traditional
old friends.

honestly .

failed shockingly in_

the Bengall New Year's Day.

of

A mythical dragon forms part uf the rally hrnught ﬂut in the cltjr on Thuradn}r in mlehratmn of

— Star photo

Launch mishap kl]ls 9
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launch ML Zamzm that was
passing through the area. A
team of the Conservancy and
Pilotage Department of the
BIWTA joined the operation
half-an-hour later. The team
rushed to the spot on board
the survey vessel Titas' from

the Pagla VIP Ghat on receipt a

wireless: message from the
control room.

Divers of the Fire Brigade's
Munshiganj unijt joined the
rescue operation at 2 pm. The
search for bodies and survivors
ended at 3 pm with the salvage
of the sunken launch.

Officials of the Munshiganj
district administration and the
BIWTA were present during
the recovery

All the nine bodies were

brought to the Narayanganj
General Hospital for autopsy

Thursday night but none was
‘handed over to the relatives

until this afternoon. Relatives

of the victims alleged that the
bodies were not released due
to procédural delay.

Abdul Hakim, a survivor,
told The Daily Star he had
seenn three to four bodies
taken away by their relatives
from the spot of the mishap
and claimed the number of

official figure.

dead would be more than the
Hakim also in-
formed that Belal Ahmed and
his daughter Rina, an SSC can-
didate, of Mugdapara in Dhaka
city, who were seated near
him in the launch, were alsoe

missing. He further said he

had seen a woman, Piyar
Begum, crying on the spot at
the loss of her son, Khokon.

A BIWTA official. requesting
not to be named, told this cor-
respondent, that many motor
vessels without fitness certifi-
cates were plying on the
Narayanganj-Chandpur route.

A case was flled with Mun-

shiganj police.
City life
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the sub-soil water level of the
city had dropped sharply in
different parts of the city.

"The crisis has taken acute
shape in the more densely
populated areas,” the WASA
sources said and pointed out
that in some areas the demand
for water had also increased
suddenly. :

However, the sources ex-
plained that during this time

of the summer every year the
sub-soil water level of the city

drops l-ha.rPij.

3 killed in Ctg

truck mishap

CHITTAGONG, Apr 15: Th-
ree persons were killed and
three others injured when two
lpaded trucks collided head on

" at Madambibirhat under Sita-

kunda thana on Dhaka-Chi-
ttagong highway in the early
hours of today, reports BSS.

According to police, the
accident occurred when two
speeding trucks coming from
opposite directions collided
killing two helpers of the
Chittagong bound truck on the
spot, while, the driver of the
Dhaka bound truck succumbed
to his injuries at the Chitta-
gong Medical College Hospital,
hospital sources said.

60 shacks
gutted in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Apr 15: At
least 60 Thatched dwelling
houses were guttéd and five
firemen were injured in a fire
that broke out in a slum at
Roorhghata West Bakalia under
Chandgaon police here this

afternoon, reports
Fire brigade and police
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SARAJEVO, Apr 15 Bosnian Serb forces launched a re-

newed offensive on the Muslim enclave of Gorazde today and
UN officials said the town could fall unless action was taken
soon. “The Serbs are on the edge of town. The situation is
very serious. Itsponlblcthc&rbu-iﬂuhethcmuthc
very near future.” said Major Dacre Holloway, a UN protection '
force (Unprofor| spokesman in Sarajevo, reports Reulter,

Koirala faints
again

KATHMANDU. Apr 15:
Nepalese Prime Minister Girija
Prasad Koirala fainted Thurs-
day while attending an official
function at the royal army
headquarters, sources close to
the premier said today, re-
ports AFP.

It was the second time
within a month he has col-

lapsed in public. On March 4
he fainted in Parliament, He
was hospitalised suffering from
exhaustion and released three
days later.

His collapse Thurtdl]r oc-
curred during army Nepalese
new year celebrations attended
by King Birendra.

He suddenly feit faint and
stumbled but a member of the
royal family caught him before
he fell to the ground, the
sources said.

PID body

meets
Speakers at a general meet-
[ ing of the officers and
ees held at the Press
Information Department (PID)
Wednesday said that they were
dedicated to the assigned gov-
ernment responsibilities and
would remain so for the
greater interest of the people
and nation. reports BSS.
Convened by the PID Em-
I ployees’ Welfare Association,
the meeting was presided over
by Muklesur Rahman and
addressed by Ameer Khasru,
Khalll Ahmed. M Mostafa, G
Rabbani, Waji Ullah, A S
Quarashi, Shafiullah Patwari
and member of the association
M Ishaq, Secretary General M
R Chawdhury and senior vice
president M Ruhul Amin”
Speakers welcomed the re-
cent decision of the cabinet as
to allowing the officers and
employees 80 per cent of the
pension money followed by
others benefits six months
ahead of their going on LPR.
Terming this decision., the
best one, they said that it had
reflected the government's
honesty in the formation of an
accountable and welfare-ori-
ented government machinery.
They also called upon the
| government to look into sym-
pathetically the demands of
the officers and employees to
help establish a people-ori-
énted administrative set-up in

I the country.
T

Reported banning
of speech protested

" By Staff Correspondent

Dr Ahmed Sharif
protested banning of his pro-
posed speech at the Bangla
Academy by the government.

In a press statement. Dr

Sharif said he had agreed to
deliver a written speech at a
Bangla Academy function on
Paheia Baishaikh at the invita-
tion of the Director General of
the Academy.

But on Wednesday, the
Bangla Academy authorities
reportedly informed Sharif ,
that tmmm
had banned his speech. The
academy also did not print his
speech submitted earlier for

distribution nnu:. the audi-
ence

ALCWC meets
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Parliament. Before taking a
decision for boycotting thé
next session, the AL should
consult its partners on the is-
sue, the leaders

Earlier, two five-member
committees were formed to
look into the intermecine con-
flicts in the party's Narshingdi
and N district units.

The meeting also resolved
to "continue the party's strug-
gle” for repeal of the Vested
Property Act. ‘

The meeting also adopted
an obituary resolution at the
deaths of some political and
academic dignitaries including
the founder-editor of the dadly
Morning Sun Anwarul lslam
Bobby, former party MP Abdul
Quddus Makhan and Mahfuzur
Rahman, chairman of the cen-
tral command council of the
freedom fighters.

Presided over by Sheikh
Hasina. the meeting was ad-
journed at 10:45 to resume

again at 9:30 this moming.

Postagola fire
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before the fire service vehicles
reached the scene.

Severely bumed Beauty was
immediately taken to 'the
Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital (DMCH) where the
doctors declared her dead.

The fire at Montu Slum at
East Razabazar Thursday eve-
ning made some 300 people
homeless, but no casualties
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