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Happy New Year, Fetching
New Century to All

This day dawns not only to a new year but also
to a new century for the people of Bangladesh.
The Pahela Baishakh of the year 1401 could
well be the new f‘t’.’ﬂllll'{'ﬂ most unique day for all
Bengali speaking peoples of the world but for a
dubious calendar reform grnpnﬁrd by an unexpert
committee and accepted by a post autocratic
regime. Calendars are not things to be tampered
with every now and then. People all over the
world go by the one reformed by Pope Gregory
XIII more than five hundred years back. The solar
Bengali calendar is much elder than that. Akbar
the Great only married this to the number of the
Islamic lunar Hejira. That the change in the
Bengali calendar did not generate any protest
tells of only a sad aspect of our national life — very
few people care for the Bengali calendar and use
it. Let it be our concern in the new cent — the
Fifteenth of the Bengali era — that we desist from
taking decisions that would involve hundreds of
million lives and over centuries-long time without
resource to their participation, in however token
a manher. in the making of it. Autocracies always
look for gimmickry, a- democratic Bangladesh
would never have gone for unsettling a calendar
in use for hundreds of years and drawn the nation
in yet another confusion.

A day is but like all others of God's days. Only
man make them different by the use they put the
day to. Pahela Baishakh for a Bangladesh citizen is
not just a time counting. season marking device.
There were firsts of Baishakh commencing a sub-
continental year for over a millennium. But it is
the people of Bangladesh who impregnated it
with a special significance. This day and its cele-
bration was an expression, perhaps the best
among many, of the resurgence of love for the
native culture, of a new awareness of one’s histor-
dcal, anthropological and cultural identity. Pahela
Baishakh is the culture-day of the Bengalees of
Bangladesh. And as Ekushey is being accepted by
Bengali speakers around the globe as their very
own, Pahela Baishakh is going to be the day of

‘Hurry up Self-rule — Situation Going beyond Control

' EOPLE all around me
‘were burning, there
were bodies. | did not

ook, It would be too hard. —

sald an Israeli resident who
was waliting in the bus shelter

- nearby. A powerful car bomb at

a bus stand in Afula, Northern
Israel, ripped into the front
part of an Israell bus killing
eight which incjpded "Jewish
teenagers and al least one
Arab” and wounding about
forty. The Islamic militant
groups reporiedly claimed
responsibility for the attack
which they termed as revenge
for Hebron massacre.
Unfortunately, none responsi-
bile for Hebron massacre was in
the bus. It was a ghastly act
and it must be condemned by
all peace loving people. As PLO
is seriously and apparently ir-
revocably eng in peace
negotiations with Israel, it
should waste no time in con-
demning such a terrible act
which goes against the peace
precess itsell.

However, while condemn-_
ing Lthe massacre, one painfully
detects the sad and fateful de-
cision of a young 19-year-old
Palestinian who allegedly car-
ried out the attack ‘and blew
himself up into pieces which
he was absolutely sure of in ad-
vance. The question that the
civilized world should ask is
why such a young boy who is
entitled to a prosperous,
peaceful and enjoyable life got
into the madness of extremist
groups and went for a revenge
and finished himselfl up. What
was the revenge for? Was it the
Hebron massacre: or revenge
for the humiliation and dis-
grace HKe suffered in Israell

jail? He was identifled as "Raid
Zakama of northern West Bank

Flash Floods: We Must Develop

w
The very idea of Palestinian self-rule — Palestinians running their own affairs will largely take away the
- present heat — the craze for revenge. At least change of target is likely . . .

village of Kabatiya” and [sraeli
media reported that 'he served
time in prison during Intifada
— Palestinian uprising against
Israeli rule — and had at one
point complained to the Israell
human rights organization B' T
seleum about being raped in
prison’. Probably the boy was
arrested while throwing stones
at the Israeli troops during
Intifada and was put in jail and
there he suffgred humiliation

which threw him irrevocably
in the path of destruction.

Probably, may such sad stories
of humiliations, human suffer-
ings, abuse of buman rights
and above all loss of freedom

‘and national identity were re-

sponsible for driving many,
otherwise innocent young
people, into the tesrorist:

groups. Who Is really responsi- -

ble for this? The society, the
nations, human rights groups
and also the UN must find an
answer.

The tension is mounting on
both sides and calls for re-
venge are becoming louder.
Unless serious efforts are
made to settle all the remain-
ing issues on urgent basis and
Palestinian self-rule starts im-
mediately, the peace process
may suffer a serious set back.

In such a situation parties
engaged in the peace negotia-
tions will lose control and ex-
tremists will take over.
Therefore, hurry up and sign
the agreement and establish
the self-rule. PLO and Israelis
can continue to talk and take
care of the remaining issues.
The very idea of Palestinian
self-rule — Palestinians run-

niing their own affairs will

largely take away the present
heat — the craze for revenge.

Al least change of target is

likely: the PLO may have to
face the extreme rightists.
However the situation may

change dramatically if, among

others, the following actions
are [aken:

It is known that the present

scheme of limited self-rule in

vepy limited territories — Gaza'

and Jericho — is net accept-

blood’ — 'death for death .

The clesure of the ocrupied
territories ' for indefinite pe
riod is neither desirable nor
workable. Israel carnot keep
nearly two million Palestinians
indoor. The lsraeli Cabinet de-
cision to allow foreign workers
into Israel 1to replace
Palestinian workers may back
fire. This will create serious
social tension in Israel as un-
like Palestinians foreign work-
ers wHl reside within Israel

SPOTLIBEIY O MIDDLE BAJP

Mueslehuddin Ahmad

able to many of the Palestinian
people. Even Arafat's own
Fatah gréup is extremely di-
vided on this. However, Aralat
and his associates accepted
this. though clearly unwillingly
as an interim measure, The
Washington agreement stipu-
lates expansion of the self-rule
over the occupied territories
over a period of time,
Negotiation on final determi-
nation of the status of the ter-
ritory is also to be started in
three years time. As the situa-
tion stands, this strategy has to
be modified: expansion of the

self-rule over most part of the

occupied territories must ma-
terialise sooner rather than
latef. The idea of allowing time
for building up confidence and
gradual expansion has been
shattered by Israeli settler
Baruch Goldstien through
Hebron massacre. Now. both
sides are calling for 'blood for

Our Own Safeguards -

and share accommodations,
goods and services which are
already in short supply All
these will add to the present
tensions and bloodshed. The
best course for Israeli govern
ment would be to install self-
rule in Gaza and Jericho im-
mediately And announce a
time-table for negotiation of
the expansion of the self-rule
in other areas of the occupied
territories. This may ceol
down the present emotion and
indicate some from of hope for

The Stone

the hsture. The
returm of land te the
Palestinjans may start creating

confidence in the minds of the

majority of the Palestinmians
and foster a better feeling to-
wards Israelis. This will gradu-
ally reduce the present
strength of Hamas and other
opponents of peace.

Arafat too must modify his
plan of action and alleged ap-
parent attitude of depending
too much on his Tunis group
for advice and also for
running the proposed self-rule
administration on a land from
which he and Tunis group re-
mained cut off for a very long
time He must take into con-
sideration all Palestinian lead-

ers of the occupied territories

who have been facing the
Israeli occupying forces for
decades. Without the participa-
tion of majority leaders of oc-
cupied territories he cannot
successiully run the self-rule
administration. Last week

there was a signal froom Hamas

Leadership that they would ac-
cépt Arafat as chairman if he
goes by their revolutionary
plan of action and abandon the
present peace process. Arafat,
of course. cannot abandon the
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Palestinian

children

in “"the Occupied

Territories seem to have lost their childhood

Inter Press Service
West Bank.

N the occupied Gaza Strip
and West Bank, crowds of
barefoot six to eight-year-
olds carry stones the way other

— and their fear of dtq.reh. Deborah Horan of

ports from Beit Jala,

ammunition only when they
perceive their life to be in
danger. But the deaths of chil-
dren seemr endless. Recently

hope of early
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allow self-rule without any
further delay in

Jericho and also announce the

culture for all of the 200 million Bengalees of the _children” carry dolls or toy In Gaza, soldiers In pursuit of ag a soclety have to ceme
world. We feel justified to be Frﬂud about gifting a H cars. wanted men accidentally shot o terms -m:g effects of 27
language day and mother culture day to a people by Amjad Hossain Khan With eyes trained at a young  and killed an eleven-year-old years of occupation and six
whose homeland is here but habitat is strewn all ONTINUOUS rain and Flash floods are recurring the people like evacuation, | age to spot the colour-coded ﬁr' riding in a car. In the years of violent uprising. Only
over the earth. fll:cmt::l;y ::' “tl;-':; I';I:;I::H mn::e rve:ryf a}ITU Dlu:pcndlng providing food and shelter and :i:lsﬂi ﬂfmtli;f ﬂltfl:?f Israel : m:f:j;g :t .13‘3"“::1"-' bﬂh{ thien will they be able to con-
' ! L opes a ont rhin in the u immediate rehabilitation. esé ¢ ren pelt any car bank shot front task of functioning
: e ;E Htﬁr?éum falild t'hf anﬁ Elnl:lll d;E%) ﬂl‘ltfll_l wide have inundated vast areas in . c:tchnmntl in India. mqui m_Th., 1mtr:m:nt t:f damages with yellow licence plates, any the head and killed during a a nnr: Nﬁe; : -
}j mt?lnl S5 dE; e ﬂt l:;pie S hulau%' i}"h:ﬂ Kishoregon| and Netrokona {t happened in late March. Even the data from districts | anything that is army olive Shehadeh says these inci- and Hamas, the two largest po-
OI €lnos an emper, al 1s. rahe€ia bals districts. Although continuous rainfall of also may not be correct as they green. dents teach children ' that life litical factiens in the West

should be the day we would celebrate our culture
— by going deep into it, loving it and above all, by
living it and being it. But an all enveloping dark-

ness of illiteracy is making all our pretensions to
culture devoid of all meaning. Culture, more than
literacy, educates man. t culture or the

Bengalee people’s inner persuasions educate us
all of the shame of illiteracy which has the power
to undo society all by itself.

Pahela Baishakh can hardly stand for harking
back to the Bengali year — in the near future at
| ]@W is, rather symbolical our renewed
. €O ment, t0 grow as a people into ever

levels of social harmony and individual creativi
and fulfillment which is attainable only throu
ever greater and dynamic activity in the sphere of
culture. Let the new century bring material and
cultural fulfillment to our people. Our supreme
challenge of population control is amenable onl
to a cultural awakening. Let us attain this thro

awarenesses dawninﬁ on us by celebrations such
as the Pahela Bais .

A happy new year, a fetching new century to all.

Talk to Them, Now

Yesterday's issue of The Daily Star carries two
news items of threatened impending strikes —
one by the teachers of non-governmental schools
and colleges, and another by Fuel Dealers
Association. The former proposes to go on strike
from 18 April to realise their 15-point charter of
demands. The latter group has been a bit more "

enerous. It plans a half-day strike on 12 May, to
followed by more action if necess
object to is both organisations' approach to realis-
ing their demands is a threat to strike. Why is it
that every demand we make must be accompa-
nied by a threat to strike? Is there no other wa
of proceeding to get for ourselves which, ar:cnrd'!'
ing te the sponsors of the action, so very justified.
For ultimately, it will be the students who will’

suffer when the teachers will go on strike and the .

ary. What we /

Incessant rain supple-

- mented by onrush of water

from across the border have
submerged vast areas in Feni
and Cemilla damaging irri-boro
crops on about 10,000 acres of
land. The 100 ft by-pass in the
Parshuram bazar has been
washed away. Flash floods in
Narsingdi and Raipur thanas
have damaged about 20,000
acres of standing boro crops in
10 unions. About 70,000 acres

‘of nam have been
badly in Kishoregon)

district due to rains and on-
rush of flood water from
Meghalaya. In Netrokona, about
eight haor areas have been
submerged under flood water
affecting 10,000 acres of crop
lands. And in greater Sylhet
region, about four lakh acres of
crop lands have been badly af-
fected. Sunamgonj district is
worst affected with two lakh
acres submerged. The other
districts affected are Habigonj,

-Moulvibazar and Sylhet.

The flash flood vulnerable
area in Bangladesh is about
8.214 sqd km. The most af-
fected regions are the north-
east, southeast and the north-
ern region. Locally concen-
trated rainfall of more

than 300 mm in two to six :

hours in the basin within and
outside the cou causes
flash floods. The most critical
period for harvesting the HYV
boro is mid-May. If the flash
flood occurs before harvesting
of crops, as happened this
year, the damage to crops is
total. It is reported that the
crops and other losses amount

three to five days happen in
most of the areas, but the ma-
jor reason for flash flood is on-
rush of water from India.
Unfortunately, Bangladesh
don't get any warning' from
India on flash floods. After,
1987 and 1988 floods, the

matter was taken up with India
for quick transmission of data
through BSF and BDR channel.

Both the sides selected sta-

tions for exchange of data at
knewn frequency. Bangladesh
intimated India the frequency
of its stations for wireless
transmission. India didn't sup-

ply any frequency for their sta-
tions till today. :

The damage by flash flood is
not only by water alone but the
flood water bring in sand par-
ticles down to Bangladesh and
damage land on both sides of
the rivers. The affected land
remains unfit for crop produc-
tion for quite some time.

Flood information centres
in BWDB started functioning
from April this year. They may
start giving forecast data from
now on provided they get data
from India on rainfall and dis-
charge of the upper catchment
regularly. If the climate is
unusual, as was predicted by
the Met office in Bangladesh
earlier, there should be some
arrangements to give timely
warning to the people. It 'may
not save crops but can save
human lives.

The district authorities who"
are ravaged by flash floods ev-
ery year should have their own
preparedness programme to
meet the need of the situation

try to give figures of damages
without assessing the correct

position. Monitoring of damage
assessment should be done by
government departments and

should be published. It is diffi- -

cult to get data of damages due
to flash flood on annual basis.
Flash floods damage crops
every year thereby straining
our economy. The problem of
evacuation, shelter, relief and
rehabilitation is also time-con-
suming and costly. While we
are seriously concerned with
disaster like floods, cyelones,
tornadoes, and storm surges in

the coastal area, we should also

seriously consider ways and
means to minimise the damage
due to flash floods. We need
cooperation of India in giving
timely warning. But that does
not solve the whole problem.
We must prepare and take our
own programme to save the
irri-boro crops of a vast area
and prevent damage to infras-
tructures.

A number of donors are
funding projects in the north-
east region with submersible

- embankments. The objective is

to save irri-boro crops. But it is
clear from the recent newspa-
per reports that they have not
provided adequate measures to
protect the crops from damage
due to flash floods. It is time to
review the design of sub-
mersible embankments in the
north-east region.

The  writer is former
Chairman, Bangladesh Water
Development Board and
Managing Director, Approtech
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Anl entire Palestinian gener-
ation knows nothing but occu-
pation — and a hall generation
of children know nothing but
the intifada, the uprising
against Israeli rule.

It is a state of mind that has
psychologists worrying that

| once. self-rule begins, as out-

lined in the peace agreement

between Israel and - the
Palestine Liberation
Organisation (PLO)}. the

Palestinian population in the

" West Barlk and Gaza will have a

tough time adjusting.

"There will be extreme dif-
ficulty making the transition,
to put the occupation behind
us.” says Dr ~ Edmond
Shehadeh, director of the Arab
for Rehabilitation,
which counsels children and
adults suffering psychologically
from the effects of occupation,
usually in combination with
physical therapy.

Shehadeh says the most
common psychological prob-
lems among children of the
intifada include contempt for
authority and an view that
death at a young age is arbi-
trary, normal — and even de-
sirable in a conflict that
lionises the

"They live in an environ-
ment where being shot at by
soldiers in normal,” he says.
“The situation is unstable and
they know that even if they
are not directly involved in a
confrontation with saldiers,

they could be shot acciden-

tally.”
Israel has strict open fire
rules and soldiers are sup-

is fleeting. If at any moment

you could be killed, death loses

its meaning. He explains, "It
will be difficult in the future to
bring the value of human life —
of their life — back to them.
With occupation — and espe-
cially intifada — they deve

a kind of 'mo fear' that gave
them the courage to face the
Israeli soldiers.”

"When soldiers just peint
the weapon it scares me,” adds
Shehadeh, who was born when
his West Bank home town of
Beit Jala was under Jordanian
control. "But in Gaza, when the
soldiers shoot. the children
just keep running around,
continuing. They lost their fear
of death.”

Boys as young as twelve and
thirteen join the shabiba, the
young men on the street who
form the front line in con-
frontations with soldiers. With
jagged pieces of sandstone and
concrete in hand, they run to-
ward the soldiers screaming
‘Allahu Akbar!” — God is the
Greatest — in unison.

That leaves the younger
children with the tasks of set-
ting up road blocks, lighting
tires on fire and breaking con-
crete blocks down to fist-sized
ammunition for the older boys
in the street. :

Emulating what they see,
these youngsters usually join

~ in, throwing rocks and then

runnipg into shops and back
alleys, ‘when the soldiers retal-
iate with tear gas, rubber and
plastic bullets and sometimes
live fire in a kind of high-risk

Bank and Gaza, to revive the
intifada following the Hebron
massacré may keep rocks in
the childrén's hands a little
longer. :

But both Israeli Prime
Yitzhak Rabin and
FLO chairman Yasser Arafat say
they want to implement the
agreement signed

Hebron last month by radical
settler Baruch Golstein, a sup-
porter of a ralist anti-Arab fo-
litical movement.

Arafat has conditioned re-
sumption of the peace talks on
Israeli commitment to disarm
Goldstein's fellow settlers and
allow armed international ob-
servers in the West Bank and
Gaza to protect Palestinians,
demands Rabin refuses to con-
sider.

But US President Bill
Clinton has invited both par-
ties to Wash to reach an
agreement on Israeli with-
drawal as soon as possible —
and Rabin said that ence
agreement is reached, it could
take as little as six weeks to
complete the army withdrawal
from Gaza and the West Bank
town of Jericho.

Once that happens, a gen-
eration of Palestinians used to
fear and occupation have
the chance to embarked on a
peaceful road. Says Shehadeh : .
"We hope to let the children
come back to their childhood,
because no Palestinian child
knows what childhood is. We
want to show them  there is a
better side of life, not only

tulhhut 100 crore. - 'i:msg:d to open fire w_ith live cat~a[1d-and—mnuse game.

Consultants Limited. Dhaka
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stones and occupation.”

consumers of fuel, like public and private trans-
port owners, who will suffer when fuel pumps
will be closed. In neither case will the govern-
ment suffer, in. direct sense '
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The sponsors of the strike actions are-quick to
retort, with much justification, that unless they
go for a strike actic
not bother. In the particular case of the teachers

. of non-governmental schools and colleges, the
de s were placed before the PM in early
1992. Two years down the road nothing has hap-
pened, hence the proposed strike. The fuel.pum

dealers have a similar story to tell, and as suc
they are also going for a similar action.

This governments approach to demands by or-
ganised groups of this or that profession appears
‘to be to ignore them till a crisis situation is

reached. And when the. crisis becomes critical
then to go for some quick and un . -
ment, which later the government is unable to
fulfill. Take the nurses strike for example.
Agreement was reached only after untold suig

caused to the patients.

My can't the government negotiate on the
demands well ahead of time? If the government
finds the demands to be unredlistic, or unaccept-
able for the moment, it should say so clearly and
make, the reasons publie. In fact on several occa-
sions this paper urged the government to go on
the television and tell the nation why this or that
demand of any particular group cannot be met.
We are fully aware that o organised groups
make unreasonable demands. But what we cannot
understand is why the government handles
things the way it does.

We now have these two new charter of demands
— not to speak of all others by‘different groups.

Our plea to the government is, do not wait till
the very last, or do not let these groups to go on
strike first and then decide to talk to them. Such
course of: action does credit to nobody. Talk to
them now. Give them a very serious hearing and
tell them what can be done, and what cannot —
and why not.

We are confident, such a course of action will
be good for us, all.

, the government just does:

er-
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Letters

S85.
achieved from new
US regime?

CNN has inspired

Sir,

- Bangladeshis. taught lessons to

the viewers, eye-opened on
cross questions. Now we dis-
card cliches with searching
guestions. Some stalwarts still
ruminate end of early 70s,
while people examine realities
of 90s and prospects beyond. A

- negative reaction also con-

tributes to growth of Clinton
fever. Bangladesh struggles
with the broad message of
commitment to world peace,
environ and human and press
rights. US is insular with its
predominantly domestic
agenda which was necessary to
clean bowl a Bush-profile with
12 years Republican in Oval,
but Democrats are addicted to
aid to 3rd World LDCs as
Edward Kennedy was in
refugee camps in 1971 in
Calcutta. Clinton already
showed interest in pioneer
social engineering to poverty
alleviation. The regulated share
of US market guota of
Bangladesh exports is not re-
duced affecting some Asian

_ publication in these columns should be |
| addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
| are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts. |

Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica- |

tions must bear the writer's real name, signatur

countries dand Europe.
Bangladesh has already
drawn sympathy on its right
claims against diversion ‘up-
stream of its natural share of
river water for maintenance of
its age-old ecological biodiver-
sity and for conservation and
expansion of Sunderbans.

Although government was with

Bush in Gulf war, commoners
did not like Kuwaiti and Saudi
pretensions. Even those who
treated Saddam as a blunder-
ing windbag., hoped to avoid
secking the severity of pun-
ishment on Iraq. I don't know
what government has achieved

- or covertly from White
House but do know that swag-
ger of mighty power and high
tech bravado did not appeal to
Bangladeshi commoners and
perhaps a silent prayer invok-
ing Divine wrath brought
down Bush and Clinton an-
swered Bush Fhe other way
round. ~

What we have achieved,
truly speaking from US expe-
rience, is not White House an-
nouncement but what IFC,
IMF, WB. Paris aid consertium
meet had and have been doing

for Bangladesh. ol course, with
stringent ties and modalities

attached to it-as they don'ts

follow Keynes, Adam Smith but
only Baumol, Branson, Lipsy.
Musgrave, Gould, Lazear,

-Rudiyer Dornbusch, Fergusson,

Paul A Samuelson and Stanley
Fischer — the planet’s top de-
velopment welfare, positive,
mathematical, political macro-

micro economists as of today,
based in Boston, CHicago and

Washington D.C.

Ghulam Murshid |
Dhaka

On Her Majesty’s
support

: .
Sir, The agreement qn fi- -
nancing five Bangladeshi pro-

. Jects, worth about 40 million
‘pounds sterling. by UK ufider-

scores the bond of relations of
over three centuries between
the superpower and her
former colony.

Following disintegration of

‘colonial system, ties among

British ex-cglonies have been
restructured in the form of
Commonwealth with intent to
promote the peoples’ well-be-
ing in the British empire.

With about one-tenth
Commonwealth population,
and 9th largest in the world,
developing Bangladesh uses
aids mainly for the improve-
ment of her infrastructures.

Like the British projects, all
other ones, completed or on
the table now, must have been

prioritised according to the
importance or need regardless
of size and support.

Good or had: LDC'

'Bangladesh has found herself

now more dependent on over a
dozen countries and agencies
for her development than was
on Great Britain as a part of
British India and even on West
Pakistan as a wing of erstwhile
Pakistan. - "

M Rahman
Zila School Road, Mymensingh

Political maturity

Sir, We the people, hoped
that as we were showing matu-
rity as electorates in the elec-
tion to give our full support to
the democratic process, the
political parties, their legders
and supporters will show re-

‘sponsibility and maturity in

their conviction too.

Unfortunately we have to be
disappointed; we are back to
square one, The days of agita-
tion and hartals are back. The
days of suffering are upon us.
Two innocent lives have been
lost just recently for the gain
of a particular interest group.

Many lives were lost and blood
spilled for our liberation and to
establish democracy. We make
them martyrs and builld sha-
heed minars -- but can anyone
bring these lives back? Nor
can they make their dreams
come true. Even 23 years afier
our liberation we are still

~more or less, a nation of

‘basket case’. Who is responsi-

ble for that? Are not wWe our
OWTl masters?

The time has come for our
leaders to sit down and work
out a modus operandi to vent
out their displeasure or objec-
tion towards each other or the
government. But please leave
us ordinary people alone and
let us continue doing what we
need to do or like to do in
peace. We are intelligent peo-
ple and if we feel that any of
the causes are legitimate or
will benefit us we surely will
extend our support. But we
don’'t want to be held hostage
anymore. We, the people, will
decide at the end what we
want of our free will. What we
want now 1s progress and de-
velopment to live like honest
human beings. -

In a deémocralic society, ev-
ery person has the right to
demand his right’. And to seek
their grievances people may
resort " to certain form of
demonstration without dis-
rupting or obstructing the
right of other individuals. The
respect for rights and opinions
of other is the essence of
democracy. Somehow, we all
seem to deviate from that ideal
and, no matter how, wantl to
impose our views and ideology
an others. This is not only true
in politics but happens in most
of everyday situations. Unless
we wholeheartedly, as a nation,
try to refrain from this prac-
tice democracy has no hope In

our society. Tolerances and free
exchange of ideas are two of
the most impeortant pillars of
democracy. '

Those in opposition will
someday be in power and vice-
versa. Therefore can they not
all come to a term to have a
moratorium dgainst the de-
structive politics for the good
of the people and the country?
Or is that asking too much
from the politicians?

Gas cylinder

Sir, Following the unfortu-
nate gas cylinder explosion
which recently took place at
Narinda, killing a number of
people “ncludirig children,
conscipusness about the dan-
ger and hdzards of these gas
cylinders hds been aroused in
tire public mind. The authority
has also banned carrving of gas
cylinder for selling gas bal-
loons.

We would call upon the rel-
evant authorities to ban unau-
thorised use of all types of gas
cvlinders and to launch cam-
paign for creating people's
awareness about safety mea-
sures for using gas cylinder of
any kind.

M Zahidul Hague

Press andd Publicity Secretary
Bangladesh Society for
Conservation of Environment
(BSCE}



