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Colombian violence claims 25: «
least 25 people were killed in violence at the weekend in the
provinces of Atlantico, Bolivar and Antioquia in Colombia,
official reports said on Monday, Xinhua reports from Bogota.

In Barranguilla, capital of Atlantico, 11 people were killed
in isolated incidents between Friday and Sunday while ?en
others died and more than 20 injured in viﬂ1cnc in
Cartagena in the department of Bolivar.

According to another report, seven people were
assassinated in the municipality of Bello and northeastern
Medellin. Colombian authorities blamed the killings on
members of the popular militias.

Storm kills 9 in China: sine peopie were

killed and 279 injured in hailstormn which lashed China's
southern province of Jiangxi on April 7, the Workers' Daily
said yesterday. AFP reports from Beijing.

The storms in Boyang County damaged 50,000 houses, the
paper added. More than 10,000 hectares (24,700 acres) of
crops were also destroyed.

m%'pt extends emerge rgency law: me
parliament extended emergency la three years
on Monday after the overwhelming majority of members
accepted the government's argument that it need the law as a
weapon against political violence, Reuter reports from Cairo.
Emergency law. which gives the security forces broad

powers of arrest and detention, has been in force since

Muslim militants assassinated President Anwar Sadat in 1981.

Paris.
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22 of them in absentia.
tween one and 20 years.

3 AJE rian militants to die: m.

mentalist militants were sentenced to death

absentia yesterday by a special court in the eastern city of
Constantine, judicial officials said, reports AFP from Algiers.

Another 23 Islamic militants were given life sentences—

. Sixteen. including two still

Twelve of the 458 members voted against the extension on
the grounds either that it was unnécessary or that the
. government used the law against its non-violent opponents.

94 Rwandan orphans reach Paris:

Ninety-four Rwandan nrphana rescued by soldiers from a
home near Kigali arrived in Paris Monday night on a military
evacuation flight, airport authorities ‘said. AFP reports from

The children were evacuated Sunday by French
paratroopers from their orphanage in Masaka near the
Rwandan capital, the scene of ethnic bloodletting which has
claimed thousands of lives since Thursday.

French families have already come forward to adopt some

in

at large, were jailed for be-

ROK seeks int’l support
to resolve N-crisis

SEOUL, Apr 12: Foreign
Minister Han Sung-joo left for
Japan, Russia and Western
Europe Tuesday, seeking help
in resolving the North Korean
nuciear crisis, reports AP,

Han's first stop was Tokyo
to meet with Hans Blix, direc-
tor general of the International
Atomic Agency. -

South Korean officials de-
clined to disclosed details .of
Tuesday's meeting with Blix,
who is In Tokyo attending an
international nuclear confer-
ence.

The UN agency's inspectors
were barred from a North
Korean nuclear facility in
March, prompting the IAFA to
refer the issue to the UN
Security Council. which

~adopted a non-binding state-
ment ng North Korea to
allow inspections.

US and South Korean offi-
cials say the Council may take
stronger action, such as adopt-
ing a binding resolution if
North Korea refuses to comply
within a month or so.

Communist North Korea's
refusal of full inspections has

deepened suspicion that is de-

North Korea insists its atomic
programme is entirely peace-
fual.

From Tokyo, Han will fly to
Moscow for talks with his
Russian counterpart, Andrei
Kozyrev, on strengthening co-
operation in handling the nu-
clear dispute, South Korean
officials said.

Russia has offered to pro-
mote a peaceful settlement,
but warned last month that it
would intervene to defend
North Kerea against an un-

provoked attack.

Han will also discuss a
Moscow visit by South Korean
President Kim Young-sam
planned for June, the officials
said :

Another issue to be dis-
cussed is the fate of about 90
North Korean labourers who
'have reportedly escaped from
logging work camps in Siberia
and are seeking asylum in
South Korea, the officials said.

Russian Vice Foreign
Minister Alexandre Panov said
last week that Moscow will let
the lumberjacks go to South
Korea if Seoul _acgepts them.

eping nuciesr  wespons.

Iran praises NATO's air
strikes against Serbs

ISLAMABAD, Apr 12: In a
rare compliment to the West,
iran on Tuesday praised
NATO's air attacks against
Besnian Serb positions outside
the embattled city of Gorazde,

reports AP.

“We are happy with this at-
ack.” said Iran's powerful
YParliamentary Speaker, Ali
Akbar Nateq Nouri. "(Buf) how
far it will go to stop the ag-
gression remains to be seen ”

Addressing a heavily
guarded news conference at
end of a two-day official

Pakistan. Nouri said
'l.'ltil" to see how far

Vg

announced that it was
. preparing to extend its NATO
role to other "safe areas” in

F

Nouri said Iran's offer to
send 10,000 soldiers to
hhﬁﬂwnutupuum
te in the UN peacekeeping
has been turned down.

“Unfortunately the interna-
tional society because of the
ability of the Iranian forces has

rejected that offer.”

erations.

Nouri also chastised the

West for attempts to cap the

nuclear programs of India and
Pakistan .

Last weekend US Deputy
Secretary of State, Strobe,
Talbott, ended a weeklong
sweep through India and
Pakistan as part of a US initia-
tive to reduce tensions on the
subcontinent and cap the nu-

clear weapons programs.
It is the arrogance of -

posing a double standard to
the worid that we cannot tol-

erate.” Nouri said accusing the :

west of ignoring Israel's nu-
clear arms program.

He said Iran supports
Pakistan's nuciear energy pro-
gramme and denied that
Tehran had sought to buy nu-
clear technology from
Islamabad

Saddam’s son
Uday to lead

students’

union

NICOSIA, Apr 12: The Iragi
President's eldest son, Uday
Hussein., has been elected to
head the students union. the

sion station, and chairs the
journalists’ and writers
urions.

International
Ethnic warfare leaves 20,000 dead in a week

|

rade flashes a victory

A red cross worker hugs a Rwandan ﬂrphan as his com-
sign following their arrival at Roissy

airport, Paris Suburbs late Monday. They were part of 94
orphans rescued by French paratroopers from their or:

Thursday.

"phanage in Masaka near the Rwandan capital, the scene of
ethnic bloodletting, which claimed thousands of lives since

— AFP photo

KIGALI, Apr 12: UN efforts
to broker a cease-fire between
the rebels and the army failed
again in Rwanda, as grisly re-
ports of vicious massacres and

rampant lawlessness continue

to pour out of the Central
African country, reports AP.
Nearly a week of ethnic
warfare has left an estimated
20,000 dead, and the air was
heavy with the stench of thou-

sands of corpses and smoke

from villages burned by ma-
rauders.

The rebel Rwandan
Patriotic Front told Africa No.
1 Radio its forces had ad-
vanced into Kigali and would
not sign a truce.

"We have not signed any
cease-fire agreement and we
don't intend to do it," said

Christine Omutonyi and Bosco -

" Butera, members of the RPF's

political bureau in Kampala,

_Uganda. »

——

The RPF's Radio Muhabura,
monitored by the British
Broadcasting Corp, said the

rebels could not sign an

agreement with a government
it does not recognise, -

The bloodshed that began
last week is a grisly ou
of a decades-long feud between
majority Hutus and minority
Tutsis. The violence, which
erupted after the ts of
Rwanda and neighbouring
Burundi died in a plane crash
Wednesday, has ruined a frag-
& peace between the Hutu-led
government and the Tutsi-led
rebels.

The two groups' hatred
runs so deep that marauders

UN fails to broker ceasefire
in Rwanda again

have attacked hospitals,,
slaughtering people as they lay
on their cots.

Automatic weapons
echoed through Kigali on
Monday, and rebel troops at a
stadium and government

fire

"From the roof of the
French school, while evacuees
were being loaded on trucks,

and see p-enplt especially
hauled out of

hmmdbelngbutentu'

death on the road,” Mark
Huband, a reporter for the
London guardlm, said by tele-

Day Adventist University of
Central Africa in Gisenyi
miles (90 kms) north of Kigall,
a church spokesman said
Tuesday in Paris.

All foreign students, about
300 of them, plus 39 foreign
teachers and the American
~dean, Robert G. Pierson, were
evacuated Sunday toward
Zalre, and 50 missionaries

were evacuated to Burundi, he
said. :

| meney, reports

i

Intl mediators start arriving

Move to break deadlock over

election dates in S Africa

JOHANNESBURG. Apr 12: A
team of international media-
tors, including Britain's Lord
Carrington and former US
Secretary of State Henry
Kissinger, began arriving
Tuesday to help break a dead-
lock threatening this month's
national election, reports AP.

Mediation 'was to begin
Wednesday and will focus on
Zuhu nationalists' demands for
constitutional guarantees of
autonomy following the elec-
ton.

The mediators also could be
called upon to resolve the dis
pute over election dates. The
Zulu nationalist Inkatha
Freedom Party wants the April
26-28 vote delayed until 1ts
demands are met. The rival
African National Congress and
the South African government
oppose a delay.

"Dialogue is our most im-
portant weapon.,” ANC leader
Nelson Mandela said in ex-
pressing hope the mediation
would succeed. Mandela was to
meet the team Tuesday

evening and present his party's
views

Mediators were called in
after South African leaders
failed to resolve their disputes,

which are threatening to make

voting impossible in large
parts of the Zulu region of
Natal Province. A summit
Friday involving Mandela,.
President F W de Klerk,
Inkatha leader Mangosuthu
Buthelezi, and Zulu King
Goodwill Zwelethini ended
without progress.

Lord Carringion. Britain's
former foreign secretary, ar-
rived Tuesday morning.
Kissinger was expected later
in the day, Other mediators are
Justice H K Bhagwati of Indin;
Justice A Leon Higginbotham
of the United States; Paul
Kevenhoerster of Germany;
Justice Antonio La Pergola of
[taly: and Jean Antoine
Laponce of Canada.

"l think something can be
done. I'm hoping the interna-
tional mediation panel can...
narrow our differences and

eliminate differences

pletely on some points,* uid
Inkatha's national chairman,
Frank Mdlalose, on
Johannesburg's independent
Radio 702.

Mandela, speaking to re-
porters at a photo session,
agreed. "If we thought it was
futile, we would not proceed,”
he said of the foreign involve-
ment. "We have to try every
possible method to succeed. It

raises the possibility of solving
the problem of those who are

outside the election process.”

The mediation is ctonsid-
ered the last chance to end
Inkatha's boycott of the na-
tion's first all-race election
this month. »

At issue is the power of re-
gional governments under a
new constitution to take effect
after the vote. Butheays the
constitution falls to give re-
gional governments enough
powers to prevent domination
by the central government,

.....
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i Undated file picture n th:: British aircraft carrier HMS Ark Roynl which, it was revealed on

expectcdmhthdbzﬂnﬂhlﬂ

o

Monday, was targeted by Greek terrorists armed with anti-tank rockets while docked in
Piraeus recently. The rockets failed to ignite, possibly because rain fouled the timers. It is
thought that the ultranationalist November 17 guerilla group was behipd the thwarted attack,
wlm:h could be linked with Britain's support for strikes agamlt Bulmln Serbs. — AFP photo

Khmers reject Hun Sen's call for truce

PHNOM PENH. Apr 2. Ome
of Cambodia s co-premiers has
called for a cease-fire (0 mark
the Cambodian New Year but a
spokesman for the Khmer
Rouge guerilla group rejertied
the idea Tuesday reports AF

Second Premier Hun Sen
in a videntaped message shown
on state television Mondav
night, said his governmen! was
secking an unconditional
cease - fire starting Wednesday
— New Years Day — to allow
people 1o celebrate

i the Khmer Rouge lead
ers don't agree we would like
Khmer Rouge officers and sol
diers to lay down their
weapons and come tn take part
in Ang Kunh and Chhol
Choung I|traditionai festive
plays). " said Hun Sen

A spokesman al the Khowr
Rouge office in Phnom Penh

told The Associated Press his
group could not accept a
cease [ire

Tt is too late to have it. Our
people  have been driven out
from their villages and have
now been living in the jungle ”
said the spokesman who de-
manded anonymity. “The Dem
ocratic Kampuchea (Khmer
Rouge) army is very frustrated
with the actions of the Phnom
Penh military

Sens statement was
taped at Pallin in western
Cambodia a major Khmer
Rouge base unil its capture by
gowvernmenit forces last month
About 25 000 refugees were
dritvenn arross the Thal border
by the government s offensive,
but later repatriated to other
arecas under control of the
Khmer Rouge

Hun

A statement issued Tuesday
by the Khmer Rouge office in
Phnom Penh, purporting to
summarise military activity
over the previous three days,
claimed that its forces had
"completely liberated” the area
from Pailin west to the Thai
border.

It also said the group had
captured 350 government
soldiers and retaken Sala Krao
village, 10 kilometers (six
miles) north of Pailin town).

The Khmer Rouge claims
were impossible to verify. The

- group's assertions in the past

have often proved to be exag-
gerated or untrue.

The Communist Khmer
Rouge has been fighting vari
ous administrations in Phnom
Penh since it was ousted from

power in 1979 The group
sighned a 1991 peace agree-

|
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India to send
more troops to

Kashmir

JAMMU, Apr 12: India will
send more troops to Kashmir
to increase its 300,000-strong
force fighting a Muslim sepa-
ratist Insurgency, a govern-
ment minister said Tuesday,
reports AP.

The federal government
also plans to set up a new mili-
tary base in Doda. a Muslim-

dominated province away from .

Kashmir valley, the main the-

ater of the guerilla war Rajesh

Pilot, the junior home minis-
reporters in Jammu.

Although Pilot did not say
how many more troops would
be deployed or when the sec-
ond large base in Kashmir
would be built, his announce-
ment was a surprise because it
came as the government has
stepped up its efforts to find a
political solution in Kashmir.

Last month, the
International Committee of the
Red Cross became the first
Western relief agency to be al-
lowed into Kashmir. The gov-
emment recently permitted it
to train Indian military officers
about ways of reducing human
rights abuses there.

India also has permitted
Western diplomats to evaluate
Pakistan's claims about wides-
pread abuses by Indian
soldiers.

90 ULFA rebels

surrender

NEW DELHI, Apr 12: Ninety

guerillas of a major separatist
organisation have surrendered

in the north-easterm Indian
state of Assam. the Press Trust
of India (PTI) reported today,

lawed United Liberation Front
of Assam (ULFA) gave them-
selves up for arrest before au-

thorities. In the Assamese dis- -

trict of Golaghat on Monday,
the news agency said.

Their surrender swelled to
169 the number of ULFA men
who have voluntarily given
themselves up in the past two
weeks.

ULFA, a self-styled Maoist
group which does not recog-
nise the indian constitution. is

fighting for the independence
of Assam, an oil, tea and tim-

herrh:hprm

ment meant to bring an end to
the country’'s civil war, but
then declined to take part in
the peacemaking process,
which included United

Nations-supervised elections
last May.

Calls by the new

ment for a cease-fire and

tiations to end the fighting
have been rejected by the
Khmer Rouge, which insists it
be given a role in government
before its guerillas—estimated
lo number 9,000—lay down

The gumnt‘: success
last month In capturing
Pailin—a vital economic lWifeline
for the Khmer since It
serve as a center the ex-
port of logs and gemstones to
Thalland—called Into question

the group's strength. °*

MANILA, Apr 12: An anti-

graft cuurttudnynrdarndthe'

arrest of former Philippine
First Lady Imelda Marcos fol-
lowing the of two new
criminal cases for allegedly
pocketing 100 million pesos
(3.6 millon dollars) in public
AFP.

The latest order by Justice
Francisco Garchitorena. how-
ever, is not likely to put the
widow of deposed dictator
Ferdinand Marcos in prison as
government prosecutors rec-
mﬂﬂ a 200,000 peso

T tcmpurnnr fm:
dom.

Garchitorena was the same
judge who convicted her last
' September of up to 24 years

in jail- on another set of graft

L

But the 64-year-old widow,
who faces dozens of other
cases for helping her

| husband loot the Philippines

during a 20-year rule, remains
fruwhﬂe her lawyers appeal

Imelda Marcos was
charged last week with two
counts of diverting public
funds for allegedly siphoning
money in 1984 from a
she headed into a private
training center which she had
founded, '

Imelda Marcos

Russm, Ukraine start talks
on Black Sea Fleet

KIEV, Apr 12: A high-level
Russian delegation began talks
in the Ukrainian capital Tues-
day to defuse a conflict over
control of the Black Sea Fleet
and the takeover of a naval
base in Odessa, reports AP.

Russia accused Ukraine on
Monday of storming

claims "open les.™
Although the Incident
raised tensions, both former

Soviet republics appeared to
be trying tu_ resolve it quickly,

without further armed con-
frontation.

The Ruissian ddqlﬂuu.
by special envoy Yuri Dubinin
and Adm. Feliks Gromov,
commander of the Russian
navy, began closed-door nego-
tiations at the Ukrainian
Defence Ministry. The
Ukrainian delegation was

headed by Deputy Foreign
Minister Boris Tarasiuk.

. The Black Sea Fleet, which
consists of about 300 small and
medium-sized ships, was the
pride of the Soviet navy and is
now jointly cuntrull:d by
Ukraine and Russia. ~

Oft the Record

Zhirinouvsky spits at
Jewish students

STRASBOURG, France: Russian nationalist leader Viadimir
Zhirinovsky on Monday spat and hurled stones and dirt at
Jewish students demonstrating against anti-semitism. and for
good measure threatened them with an "atomic pistol," re-

ports Reuter,

Some 100 protesters from the French Jewish students
union assembiled outside the Russian consulate in the eastern

city of Strasbourg, where Zhirinovsky earlier railed. against
the West in a speech to the parliamentary assembiy of the

council of Europe.

"Il break your heads.” he screamed in French from be-

lﬂndth:fencen[th:ﬂmmulntcwhmheh
the demonstrators chanted: "Zhi

staying as many of
neo-Nazi. "

Zhirinovsky spat {n the faces of some of the demonstrators
before picking up pieces of earth and graved from the garden
of the consulate and hurling them at the students.

TH kill you with my atomic pistol,” he shouted.

France has warned Zhirinovsky he faces expulsion if he
makes trouble. To show its displeasure at his presence i the,
official Russian delegation, Paris has told him he may only stay
brﬂmmuweekufthnmﬁnnn:ﬂmymmw

Mother loses bid to get
son back from gay couple

SEATTLE: A woman who gave up custody of her son, then
tried to get him back after he was placed with homosexual

foster parents, has no grounds for her case, a court ruled

Monday. reports AP.

The three-judge state Court of Appeals ruled u
that Megan Lucas of Orcas Island lacked standing to file a pe-
tition to adopt the 3-year-old boy because she had already

given up custody.

The decision reversed a ruling by a lower court judge,
Steve Mura, who said the boy could be placed with Lucas
while the state evaluated whether she could adopt him.

Lucas an unmarried teen-age mother, surrendered her

parental rights on September 8, 1992, after a history

of child

neglect, drug and alcohol abuse. She filed a request to reverse
the decision on September 9, 1993—a day too late under

state law. That left adoption her only chance.

Police asked to say 'cheese’
all the time

MANILA: To regain public confidence after allegations of
corru and arrogance, police in the Philippine capital will
now have cash incentives to carry out their duties with the
"cutest” possible smile, reports AP.

"Starting this week, wewiﬂhemlheloukmtﬁ:rlhtpu-
liceman with the sweetest smile.” said Senior Superintendent
Romeo Maganto of Manila's Western Police District. "This is
no laughing matter. Flash your cutest smile and win.”

The owner of the winning smile will receive 1,000 pesos
{dirs 37). Winners in the weekly competition will be picked
during surprise se visits to police stations and based on letters

aganto said.

Octavia ceases to !

LOS ANGELES: A gilant octopus was found dead in an

empty tank at a sea aquarium after the animal apparently
pulled out a drain pipe during the night, reports AP,

"We thought for sure that this would be well her
capabilities.” said Mike Schaadt, exhibits director at Cabrillo
Marine Aquarium.

The 58-pound (826-kg) sea creature with 12-foot (4-me-
ter) arms was found dead Monday in its 600-gallon (2,300-
litre) tank. which was about 6 feet (2 meters) wide and 4 feet
(1.3 meters) high.

The drain pipe was a 2-inch (5-cin) diameter tube extend-
ing from the bottom of the tank to near the top to catch over-
flow.

"She actually pulled the drain pipe out of her tank and it
drained the waler out of her tank. This happened last night
some time.” Schaadt said.

The pipe had been glued in place, he said.

Animal-rights activists blamed the stress of capt
the death of the sea creature they had named Octavia.

“We warned the aquartum that this would happen ... that
the stress would be too much for her.” said Lisa Lange,
spokeswoman for People for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals in Washington

The organisation demanded an independent examination
of the carcass, claiming that before the octopus death. its
usual orange-red colour had given way to white in what they
sald was a sign of stress

fvity for



