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'bne for Sorrow, Two for Joy -

by Parveen Anam

Every little girl (of the privileged class, |
hasten to add to my readers) has skipped to
the jingle which in every way reflected a hap-
pier version of ‘superstitions’ or ‘old wives’
Lales' as the wise like to call them,

The sight of one little 'shalik bird" (mag pie]
pecking away at the worm, is often enough to
send the ten year-old scrambling looking for
the other one. And more often than not. these
delightful little birds
always like to move
about in twos or
even threes, so all is
well with the little
ones. Actually, some-
times even the nol
so little girl will
covertly look lor a
pair of birds if she
manages to catch
sight of just onel

‘Old wives tales’
are wonderful little
things, | think per-
sonally. The ‘shalik
birds’ will invariably
elicit rhymes which go something hkf:. ‘One
for sorrow, two for joy, three for letter, four for
boy...' In the hurry-scurry of every day life,
these little jingles and much pleasure to our
monotonous existence. Of course, there are
some who will take things pretty seriously, like
always remembering to ‘touch wood’ when
wishing for things to go right or just express-
ing gratefulness for something which turned
out well. .

It is a common sight in our country for little
boys and girls (actually more for the little boys)
to have a big ugly black spot prominently dis-
played on the forehead. The ‘old wives' tales’
again go that this is to ward off the evi]l eye!
Frankly, the ugly looking thing, put there lov-
ingly by a doting mother is enough to scare off

the devil himself, never mind the evil eye. And
it is the poor innocent child who has to put up
with the indignity of looking pathetic.

Pushing away from our land to shores be-
yond. the proverbial black cat crossing
in front is enough to make the devout

s

A fire at a garments factory in Shyamoli area of the city damaged machinery parts

christian make the sign of the cross. but there
are those, who will insist the black cat is not
a sign of bad luck but good luck. | say candidly
to myself at such moments. "To each his
own' but admit I do not like those black
cats. And the poor number thirteen is

of course the harbinger of bad luck and
is usually avoided. Some hotels do not even
have a thirteenth floor.

To break a
mirror suppos-
edly brings one
seven years of bad
luck. And vet, it
is interesting to
note that differ-
ent cultures ap-
parently inter-
pret things dif-
ferently. Because
in our beloved
land, we like to
say that a broken
mirror or glass is
a sure sign of an
unexpected gu-
est. How the maid and beleaguered housewife
react to that is of course another story. So woe
befall the maid if she smashes a glass or mirror
in her cleaning spree. because now not only is
the housewife minus a mirror, but can also
look forward to an unexpected guest, who is
not necessarily welcome!

The delightful list can go on: we like to
leave the unpleasant superstitions out as they
only depress us.

The nice ones like the ones associated with
the ‘shalik birds' are really quite delightful and
manage to cheer us up in the midst of a dull
day. But it would be incomplete if we end here
without gquoting the famous lines, what with
storms. foul weather, monsoon and cyclones is
threatening. It is relevant with the bad weather
approaching and the cyclone warnings about to
come. Only, they rather make the ‘weather
pundits’ wonder whether their jobs would re-
main intact if all their clientele relied on
things like "Red sky at night. sailors take de-

light, Red sky in the morning, sailors take
warning.”

‘ e i

and burned knitwear yesterday Fire Brigade sources said the fire broke out at the store room
of D'Stephen Garments at Shyamoli Cinema Hall complex at about 4.30 pm. Fire fighters put
the flame out after fighting for one hour 20 minutes. The origin of the blaze could not be

known.
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Office of the Project Director

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
15, Holy Lane, Shamoli. Dhaka

No PD/OPEC-2/93/454 Dated

Thana Health Complex at Thanchi (Package

' 1. Para-5

| April 17, 1994” mnstead of “up to 11.00
| April FI[]_ 1994
|2 All other terms and conditions will
J unchanged

Project
Establishment of Thana Health Complexes |

Government of the People's Republic

Establishment of Thana Health Complexes, 2nd Phase

Second Corrigendum Notice

09-04-1994 |
In the “Notice for Inviting Re-tender for Construction of |

| under the OPEC funded Project Loan No 540-P 1ssued |
vide this office memo no. PD/OPEC-2/93/321 dated |
| 08-03-1994 the following amendments are made

The tender will be received “up to 11.00 AM on |

Newspaper holiday

All newspaper offices will
remain closed on April 14 on
the occasion of Bengali news
year s day (Pahela Baishakh). a
Bangladesh Sangbadpatra
Parishad press release said
here yesterday. reports BSS

There will be no newspg
pers on April 15
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A three-day seminar on 'competitive edge through information technol

Bangladesh began at the Hotel Sonargaon yesterday.

IBM seminar
opens

By Staff Correspondent

A three-day seminar on
“Competitive Edge Through
Information Technology” or-
ganised by IBM Bangladesh be-
gan yesterday at the Hotel
Sonargaon.

On the first day of the sem-
inar four topics were dis-
cussed. The topics are “Impli-
cations of Information Revo-
lution.” “Local Area Net-
works,” “"Power PC"” and
“What's happening to IBM
AS /400",

Shahzaman Mazumder,
Shezad Hossain, Nazirul Islam
and Mahesh Ramanayake were
the main speakers.

Omn the second day of the

seminar, today the following

subjects will be discussed.
PowerPC, Lotus Notes, What's
Happening to IBM AS/400,
Client /Server Solutions from
Oracle, Application Develop-
ment on AS/400, Global
Networks Evolutions and
Banking Solutions: Bexibank.

On the last day of the semi-
nar on Wednesday the papers
that will be presented at the
seminar are: Local Area Net-
works, Computer Power Pro-
tection, Lotus Notes, Client/
Server Solutions from Oracle,
Global Network Evolutions and
a few others.

British police
officers meet
police IG

Roger Nicklin, the adviser

| of British Overseas Develop-

ment Agency (ODA) and Alex
Marnoch, British police con-
sultant called on the Inspector
General of Police ASM Shah-
jahan at the police head-
quarters in Dhaka yesterday,
reports BSS.

They discussed matters of
mutual interest and exchanged
views on different aspects of
the preparation of a corporate
strategy and development plan
for Bangladesh Police.

Roger Nicklin presented
some books on police training,

[ planning and law enforcement

to the IG of police for the po-
lice headquarters.
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American Express
Bank executive
In City
Sang Don Lee, senior direc
tor and branch manager ol
American Express Bank. Seoul
Korea. is now on a five day visit
to Bangladesh,K says a press re

lease.

During his visit Lee will be
meeting with the members of
the Korean Business Commu
nity in Bangladesh American
Express Bank has been
providing financial services 1o
several Korean Companies
involved In various go-

vernment infrastructure pro
jects

ogy" organised by IBM
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VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

FOR IMMEDIATE APPOINTMENT IN PHILIPPINE
AIRLINES GSA AS MANAGER AND SALES EXECUTIVES
APPLICATIONS WITH CV ARE INVITED FROM

PROFESSIONALS. CANDIDATES SHOULD HAVE
REQUISITE EXPERIENCE IN TRAVEL AGENCY AND GSA

FOR THE RESPECTIVE
SPOKEN ENGLISH.

PLEASE APPLY ON OR BEFORE 15 APRIL 1994.

PHILIPPINE AIRLINES, GSA

MAKS (PVT.) LTD
82, VIP ROAD
KAKRAIL, DHAKA-1000

POSTS WITH FLUENCY IN

Dhaka-Moscow
cultural exchange

programmes to
be strengthened

Bangladesh government will
take efforts to strengthen the
cultural exchange programmes
between Russia and

' Bangladesh, according to a

message received in Dhaka
Sunday, reports UNB. _

State Minister for Cultural
Affairs Prof Jahan Ara Begum
said this during her 7-day cul-
tural tour te the CIS member
country of Russia.

Painting show by
Bangladeshi
artists begins

in Bonn today

An 11-day long contempo-
rary painting show of the 33
Bangladeshi painters begins in
Bonn, Germany today, reports
UNB.

The show has been organ-
ised under the joint sponsor-
ship of Bangladesh Biman,
Shilpakala Academy and Netz,
a German counter-part of
Bangla-German Sampreeti — a
Bangladeshi NGO.

The inaugural ceremony
will be addressed by
Bangladesh Ambassador to
Germany A H Mahmood Ali and
Willy Wummer member of the
German Parliament will pre-
side the opening session.

The exhibition will continue
till April 22.

The German Parliamentary
Society is hosting the show
with paintings of 33 artists of
3 generations, ranging from
1924 to 1967.

Among’ others, art works of
S M Sultan (1924). Abdur
Razzak (1932) Devdas
Chakraborty (1932). Quayyum
Chowdhury (1935). Kalidas
Karmakar (1946), Naima
Haque (1953), Nasreen Begum
(1956), Rokeya Sultana
(1958), Wakilur Rahman
(1961) and Mohammad I[gbal
(1967) were included in the
show

Famous art historian Dr
Felga Muller Schnepper will
give an introduction on the
paintings and painters of

Bangladesh.

Admission test
results of NSU

Based on an admission test
held on April 8 76 applicants
have been selected for admis-
sion imo the undergraduate
programmes (May-August
semester 94) of the North
South University (NSU), says a
press release

The numbers of the se
lected students are as follows:

235678 12131517 19
2y 22 23 2728 29 30 31 32
33 34 35 36 37 3B 39 40 41
43 44 45 49 50 52 53 54 57
61 62 63 64 6b 68 69 70 71
72 73 7576 77 78 79 B0O 8]
B2 B4 B5 86 B7 BB 89 90 9]
92 93 94 95 97 98 99 100
101 103 106

Students bearing the above
numbers have been reqguested
to start admission procedures
from April 16. Admission pro
cedures must be completed by
April 30. The next Admission
Test will be held on April 29 at
NSU Main Campus in Banand,
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Dry weather likely
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By Staff Correspondent

Weather is likely to remain dry with temporary partly
cloudy sky over the country during the next |12 hours till 6

pm today (Tuesday)

Met Office said that no appreciable change in day tempera
ture is expecied over the country durfng the period.

The country s highest temperature was recorded 38.5 in
Jessore and its lowest 17.5 in Rangpur

Sun sets today (Tuesday) at 6:19 pm and rises tomorrow

(Wednesday) at 5:39 am

The maximum and the minimum temperatures and rela
tive humidity recorded in some major cities and towns of the

country yesterday are
Cities /Towns

Max
Dhaka 36 0
Chittagong 35 0
Rajshahi 37 5
Khuina 37.7
Barisal 36 0
Cox’s Bazar 36 0
Sylhet 350

Temperatures in
degrees Celsius

Humidity in

percentage
Min 9 am 6 pm
24 4 B3 43
23 8 63 60
21 .8 42 22
21.9 53 43
23.2 G0 56
24 5 69 71
22 5 62 45

Azizul Hoq'’s
death
condoled

State Minister for Women
and Children Affairs Sarwari
Rahman expressed condoled
the death of Azizul Hogq, MP,
who was also the Joint Secre-
tary of BNP, reports UNB.

In a condolence message
yesterday the state minister
said. “late Azizul Hoq was an
active politician since his stu-
dent life and he contributed a
lot in socio-political arena.”

She added, his sudden
death made an irreparable loss
to the socio-political fields of
the country.

The state minister prayed
for the peace of the departed
soul and expressed heartfelt
sympathy to the members of
the bereaved family.

BSS adds: ATM Alamgir,
MP, and chairman, BSB's
board of directors yesterday
expfessed his deep shock at
the sudden death of Azizul
Hoq, MP, and joint secretary
general of Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP) and
chairman, Rupal Bank’'s board

" of directors.

In a condolence message
Alamgir said in his death the
country had lost a prominent
parliamentarian and a social
worker. r also prayed to
Allah for the eternal peace of

the departed soul.

New Thai envoy
presents credentials

April 17

By Staff Correspondent

The new Thal Ambassador
to Bangladesh Sunthorn Vi-
thyameth will present his
credentials to President Abdur
Rahman Biswas on April 17, a
presidential spokesman in-
formed yesterday.

Vithyameth replaces Vichai
Vannasin who has been named
as Thailand's new Ambassador
to New Delhi.

Qulkhwani

The qulkhwani of former
deputy secretary and deputy
commissioner of greater
Mymensingh G M Mowla will
be held today after Asr prayers
at 112, Azimpur, says a press
release.

Mowla died of cardiac ar-
rest on Saturday.

| Name of the Agency : M/s Sithee International

~ NOTICE
Ref: SITHEE/017/94 Dated : 09-04-94
It is for general information that we have
stopped Manpower export business and accordingly
Recruting Agency Licence No RL-340 has been
surrendered to the Bureau of Manpower Employment
& Training and a request has been made to refund
our security deposit. Any financial claim/complaint
against our agency will have to be submitted for
settlement to the undermentioned address within
15 (Fifteen) days from the date of publication of this
notice. Copies of such claim/complaint may also be
submitted to the Director-General, Bureau of
Manpower Employment & Training, 89/2, Kakrail,
Dhaka and Deputy Secretary (Manpower), Ministry of
Labour & Manpower, Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka.

Name of the Proprietor: Engr M A Qasem
Address : 129, Elephant Road, Dhaka-1205.
Ecence No: RL-340 |

5170
A

in the Supreme Court of Bangladesh
High Court Division
(Original Civil Jurisdiction)

Company Matter No. 18/94,
in the matter of:
An application under Section 104(3) of
the Companies Act, 1913,
- AND -
In the matter of:
iftekhar Ahmed,

Managing Director,
Business Interlink Lid.

given that an application under
04(3) of the companies Act for condoning
delay in filing the return of allotment of shares to
egistrar of Joint Stock Company by Business

tirmtornhumim

Notice is hereby
section 1

the
the R
Interink Ltd. and for extending

by 30 from the date of order has been filed in the
High Court Division of the Hon'ble Court on
29th March, 1994. Mr. Justice Mainur. Reza
Chowdhury has admitted the petition and fixed 10th
May, 1994 for hearing of the matter in the company
court, '
nybody interested to oppose the application may do
so at the time of hearing. A copy of the application
may be obtained from the office of the undersigned
on payment of prescribed charges.
(Shahabuddin Ahmad)
Advocate
Room No. 1
Court Bar Association Bidg.
Dhaka- 1000 ‘
Phone: 231562, 415600

'NORTH SOUTH UNIVERSITY

The First Government Approved Private University
in its second Academic year (4th semester running) with over 350 students

ADMISSION

into Undergraduate programs
Summer semester starts May 1994

in a large, exclusive NSU campus: Star Tower, 12 Banani C A, Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Dhaka.

Phones: §88388, 508047. Fax: 883030

Applications are invited for admission into undergraduate programs starting May 1994:

e BS in Computer Science, and Environment Studies
¢ BA in Economics and Public Policy, Anthropology/ Sociology,

Eligibility for application: At least wgh second division in SSC and HSC or
(2) GCE 'O’ levels in 5 and ‘A’-levels in 2 subjects or (3) U S. high school diploma or

equivalent

Pass Course (BA, BSc, BCom) students with a two-year bachelors degree from
recognized universities in Bangladesh can apply for admission into the four year
Undergraduate programs at NSU

Application procedure: Application forms are available for Tk 350 at NSU
Accounts, 12 Banani C A, Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Dhaka 1213 To receive application

form by mail, write to the Office of the Registrar along with a bank draft or money
order for Tk 350 in favour of North South University Please print the name and

address of the recipient

Completed applicaiton forms must be received at the Office of the Registrar by 28
April 1994 A complete application includes 1) application form, 2) two passport size
photos, 3) certified copies of certificates and marksheets. and 4) two letters of
recommendation from the students’ previous teachers Admission Test will be held
on 29 April 1994 at 9:30 am at NSU main campus. Results will be announced on 1

May 1994

Orientation for students and parents is on 11 May 1994 at 8-00 a m Classes will

commenck on 25 May 1994



