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Speaker Shaikh Razzak Alf
last night visited Abdus Samad
Azad. Deputy Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament, who
is now undergoing treatment
at the PG Hospital. The
Speaker stayed with him for
some time and enguired about
his health and treatment, re-

SYEDABAD (Sirgjgan]). Apr
10: A Five-taka coin depicting
the Jamuna Multi-purpose
Bridge JJMB] on its one side
will soon be issued in com-
memoration of the historic
event. This was told by Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman at
the foundation-laying cere-
mony of the Jamuna Bridge
here today, reports BSS.

40 feared drowned
in Punjab

NEW DELHI, Apr 10: A trac-
tor-trailer packed with wvil-
lagers fell into an irrigation
canal in Punjab state Sunday
and at least 40 persons were
feared killed, a news agency
reported. Divers recovered 25
bodies from the canal in Bhera
village of Gurdaspur district
after the driver lost control of
the vehicle, press Trust of

india reported quoting police
officer G S Bains, says AP.

Int'l seminar on
folk arts begins

A three-day international
semninar on folk arts and crafts
and a three-week long national
handicraft exhibition n at
the Shilpakala Academy in the
City yesterday evening. Spea
ker Shaikh Razzak All inau-
gurated the seminar and the
exhibition. Education Minister
Jamiruddin Sircar attended
the function as special guest

A total of six sessions will
be held today which will start
at 9 am, reporis BSS.
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ane Mm:ste: Begum Khaleda Zia ﬂﬂ‘enng munq_mt after unveiling the plaque of the f‘nundatmn stone of the Jamuna
Multi-purpose Bridge at Syedabad in Sirajganj yesterday. Her cahmet colleagues and representatives of the donor agencies

are seen on her left.

JMB symbol of hope: PM

SHYAMSHOIL, Kalihati,
Tangail. Apr -10: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
today unveiled the foundation
stone of the lang-cherished

Jamuna Multipurpose Bridge.

. be the first step towards inte-
grating the development of the
country's eastern and western
regions. -

"The Jamuna bridge is not
just a bridge. It is a bridge of
progress for the-whele coun-
try. It symbolises the conflu-
ence of the hopes and aspira-
tions of the entire nation.” the
Prime Minister said unveiling
stone of the biggest-ever civil
engineering project of the

Ccountry.

nmediately before the fes-

By Asiuzzaman

tive but formal occasion here
in Shyamshoil, 27 miles from
Tangail near Bhuapur, Begum
Zia unveilled a similar plaque
on the other bank of the
tnighty Jamuna  at Syedabad.
six miles from- Sirajgonj town.

Yesterday's historic founda-,
tion-laying ceremony was the
outeome of years of strenuous
efforts by the Government of
B&ngladcsh During the period.
mulitiple studies at macro and
micro levels were made to
.ascertain the feasibility and
economic worth of the 696
million US dollar :

The 4.8 km long and 18.5m
wide four-lane bridge will have
provisions for metre-gauge
railway {rack. power. gas and

SAPTA talks in Mal
may prove fruitless

e

By Sohel Manzur

The arrangement for pref-

| erential trade among the South

Asian states is unlikely to make
any tangible progress in the
forthcoming meeting of the
Inter-Governmental Group
(IGG) since one member coun-
iry still appears reluctant to
accept the trade deal.

The two-day IGG meefing.
which was earlier scheduled to
be held in Islamabad, will be-
gin on April 23 in the Maldives
capital Male.

All the SAARC member
countries except Pakistan and
the Maldives have exchanged
among themselves the lists of
commodities, which they are
interested to export under the
South Asian Preferential Trade
Arrangement (SAPTA) to par-
ticular countries.

The countries have also ex-
changed necessary information
related to duty and tariffs in
respect of the particular com-
modities

The fourth |GG meeting
was. however, supposed to give
the request lisis or the list of

i—_ e

commodities a final shape. But
this will not be possible this
time for Pakistan and the
Maldives.

The reason for delay in
preparing the lists by the
Maldives, as stated by a Co-
mmerce Ministry official. is
that the country has apparently
nothing to er for conces-
sions except fish and as such it
has been taking time to find
more items to incorporate in
the lists.

. But the reason is different
in case of Pakistan, the official
said. Pakistan may have re-
solved that its involvement
with the Economic Coope-
ration Organisation (ECO)
would be more advantageous
then the SAPTA.

Because of such considera-
tions it may be taking its time
to decide to what extent it
would involve itselfl with the
SAPTA, the official observed.
The absence of any representa-
tion of Pakistan in the
sessions of the third

See Page 12 Col 8
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tc}ccummunicatiun lines. The
World Bank. the Asian
Development Bank and the
Government of Japan will give
200 million dollars each for
the brigige. expected to be
completed by the end of 1997.

The Prime Minister said
that the foundation-laying of
the Jamuna Multi-Purpose
Bridge is a truly memorable
event in the history of
Bangladesh.

"It is a milestone in the de-
velopment endeavours of the
country.” she said. "This bridge
has been a cherished dream of
our people for a long time and
today this dream is qalng to
become a reality.”

"1 am exiremely, happj.r and

Azizul Hog MP
dead

Azizul Hoq, a Member of

I Parliament and joint secretary-

general of the BNP died of a
heart attack at Suhrawardy
Hospital in the city yesterday
afternoon. He was 63, reports
BSS.

The namaz-e-janaza of Hoq
will be held at 8 am in front of
the party central office today.

The janaza will also be held
in front of the Rupali Bank
head office at 10 am and at the
Sangsad Bhaban premises at
11 am today

His body will be taken to his
home district Bogra where the
namaz-e-janaza will be held at
2 pm today. Last janaza will be
held after Asr prayers at his
village home Kahalu where the
mortal remains will be buried
al his family graveyard.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas went to see the body of
Hoq at his Dhanmondi resi-
dence yesterday evening.

He stayed Lhere for some
time and consoled the mem-
bers of the family

Expressing his deep shock
and sorrow he said Hoq was a
devoled parliamentarian and a
social worker who had always

See Page 12 Col 3

The government has re-
cently increased the powers of
the Project Implementation
Directors (PlDs) for ensuring
smooth and speedy utilisation
of foreign aid

The PIDs have been dele-
gated more administrative and
financial powers so that the of-
ficials in charge of develop-
ment projects do not have to
rely heavily on the line min-
istries for each and every de-
cision, sources in the Planning
Ministry said

It has also been decided to
keep the PIDs in their project
areas for a longer period be-
cause their frequent tranefers
hamper the implementation of
projects.

a cause of concern for the re-

source-poor country which
now depends on foreign aid for
up to 66 per cent of its Annual
Development Programme
ADP).

This slow pace had also
hampered the country's eco-
nomic growth.

One of the reasons for siow
implementation s that the

impilementation Units
(PiUs) do neot have efficient

By Inam Ahmed

executives capable of sorting
out problems at the field level.

Despite the steps taken for
speedy implementation there
still remains a major snag in
reviewing the progress of pro-
jects by the Implementation.
Monitoring, and Evaluation
Division (IMED). The IMED's
work still falls short of what is
done by the Economic
Relations Division (ERD). The
IMED's estimate is based on
information supplied by the
line agencies This estimate
does not include the direct
payments made by the donors
to the suppliers of equipment
As grants constitute 50 per
cent of the country's total for-

o
aid utilisation ﬂrm“n
major donors.

Despite a directive that the
IMED will provide the taka
component and the ERD pro-

ject aid component. excluding

the non-ADP component and
special account provision. the

IMED is still supplying reports
om project implementation

Utilisation of forelgn aid

More power for project chiefs

based on the information given
by line agencies.

Sources say, the donors tak-
ing on the low rate produced
by the IMED have been criti-
cising the government for the
slow implementation of pro-
jects.

During the preparation of
this year's country economic
memorandum (CEM]}, the
World Bank had pointed out
the discrepancy between the
two reports produced by the
IMED and the ERD.

As per the IMED report,
foreign aid of Tk 6500 crore
was utilised last year while the
Bank's estimate was Tk 7000
crore and the ERD's Tk 7300
crore.

Moreover, the IMED's six-
monthly report for the current
fiscal year shows only 24 per
cent implementation rate
while the ERD's estimate was
31 per cent.

“The government's infor-
mation collection on expendi.
ture must be coordinated
rightly, a high Finance
Ministry source said. “Unless
this is done. the implementa-
tion rate will be wrong evoking
unjust criticism from the
donors.” he added

- Star photo

proud to be associated with
this bridge", Begum Zia, wear-
ing a pink chiffon saree with a
matching chador told an audi-
ence of more than 35 thousand
people amid thundering
cheers,

Braving the Eruel Chaitra
sun, a large crowd thronged
the desert-like venue in
Shyamshoil Char from where
the main approach road of the
47-span bridge would start.

Communications Minister
Ol Ahmed, who is also the
chairman of the Jamuna
Multipurpose Bridge Authority
(JMBA), Finance Minister

Saifur Rahman, World Bank _

resident Tepresentative in
See Page 12 Col 4
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A day-long hartal called by
the Awami League paralysed
normal life and economic ac-
tivities across the country
yesterday.

At least three scores of
people were ‘injured in spo-
radic clashes between rival po-
litical activists in different
places during the hartal hours.

Nine people were admitted
to the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital and the Mitford
Hospital in Dhaka with serious
wounds. :

The Awami League called
the hartal, the first dawn-to-
dusk general strike since the
BNF came to power three
years ago to protest Thursday's
killing of two people during
the Secretariat siege pro-
gramme as well as to press for

| fresh elections under a neutral

caretaker government. ;
The Jatiya Party also an-
nounced a similar programme
for immediate release of its
leader deposed president
Ershad and holding of the

People have shown

no-confidence

in govt: Hasina

Opposition leader Sheikh
Hasina said the people, by

their allout and spontaneous

response to yesterday's coun-
trywide hartal, had demon-
strated their 'anger, hatred
and no-confidence' against the
‘corrupt, vote dacoit’ and ter-
rorist' BNP regime, reports
"UNB. |

She thanked the people for
making a success of the dawn-
to-dusk hartal to protest the
'massive rigging by the BNFP' in
the Magura by-election,
‘barbaric’ acts of the police and
BNP terrorists on the 7th April
peaceful siege of the
Secretariat resulting in killings
and to demand elections under
a caretaker government.

In a post-hartal statement

See Page 12 Col 7
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By Staff Correspondent

polls after the resignation of

the BNP government,

- According to reports from
different places of the country,
the Bam-to-6pm hartal was ob-
served almost peacefully, bar-
ring stray incidents. .

During the hartal hours, the

capital Dhaka looked deserted
with all modes of transport off
the roads. Only a handful of
rickshaws were seen plying in

NirmanTiles

In Broken
4 Marble Tiles

. *‘ Brighter Home
At Lesser Price
e Telﬁﬂ5957 8361985

paralyses hfe

the Iancs and alleys.

No classes were held at the’
educational institutions, in-
cluding the Dhaka University
and the BUET while shops and
market places remained
closed. '

Banks, financial institutions
and private offices were also
closed.

In the morning, office-ggers

See Page 12 Col 4

QUIZ 2 BEGINS TODAY

(You can still send entries for Quiz 1 up to April 14, 1994)
Your chance to watch the World Cup '94 final live by winning our
BUMPER PRIZE of an all-paid trip to Los Angeles and a

. super ticket worth $1200 to the July 17 final.

Plus scores of other fabulous prizes * - See Page 11 for details
HOW TO PARTICIPATE

From TODAY , APRIL 11, 94, The Duily St

ar starts Quiz 2 on World Cup Soccer. In Quiz 2,

a set of questions will be published for 10 consecutive days in the Sports Page of
The Laily Star. Write down the correct answers to ALL the questions clearly and hand-deliver
or mail the ORIGINAL paper clipping to: THE DAILY STAR, HOUSE NO: 11, ROAD NO: 3,
DHANMANDI R/ A, DHAKA: 1205, as per the following fixture:

FIXTURE OF THE ROUNDS

ROUND STARTS ENDS

Quiz 1 1 April 94 10 April "94
Quiz 2 11 April 94 20 April "94
Quiz 3 21 April ‘94 30 April 94
Quiz 4 1 May '94 10 May "94
Quiz 5 11 May '94 20 May 94
Quiz 6 21 May ‘94 20 ]une 94

ANSWERS MUST
REACH BY

14 April 94
23 April '94
3 May %4
13 May 94
23 May ‘94
23 June 94

LUCKY DRAW |
FOR PRIZES |

‘94

17 April
24 April
4 May
14 May
24 May
24 June

YOU MAY SEND AS MANY ENTRIES AS YOU LIKE.

Remember, envelopes must be marked “STAR QUIZ”
ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS TICK OFF THE CORRECT ANSWERS AND MAIL US THE COUPON AS FAST AS YOU CAN.

'94
'94
'94
‘94
‘94

PHILIPS

SO, MAKE SURE YOU GET YOUR COPY OF The Tlaily Star EVERYDAY!

* All prizes courtesy of Transcom Electronics Lid
Licensed manufacturer of PHILIPS Lighting products, Radio and TV Sets.
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