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foundation today

The first step in realising
Bangladesh’'s long-cherished
dream of closing the vast
chasm between the western
and eastern parts of the coun-
try by building a bridge over
the mighty Jamuna will be
taken today.

Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia will perform the
ground-breaking ceremony of
the Tk 3100 crore (equivalent
to 700 million US dollar]
Jamuna Multi-Purpose Bridge
Project at 10am at Syedpur,
Sirajganj. This will be followed
by a similar ceremony at
Bhuapur, Tangall at 12 noon.

According to government
sources, today's formal cere-
monies at Sirajganj and Tangail
will go ahead as planned de-

By Staff Correspondent

spite the day-long hartal called
by the opposition Awami
League and the Jatiya Party.

Several ministers and high
officials had already reached
the two sites Saturday while
rest are expected to arrive
there today. '

With the formal ceremony,
work on the longest bridge
and the bigger ever civil-engi-
neering project in the country
will begin. Construction of the
bridge is expected to be com-.
pleted by November 1997.

The World Bank, the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) and
the Japanese Overseas Econo-

mic Cooperation Fund (OECF) -

will provide US dollars 200
million each for the project.
All the credits will be interest-

free and repayable in 40 years
with a grace period of ten
Years.

~ Already the people of
Bangladesh have contributed
huge sums as levy for the
bridge and a total of nearly US
100 million dollars will be
contributed from the country's
OWT1 TeSOuUrces.

The 4.8 kilometer (2.9-
mile) bridge with a width of
18.5 metres will have four road
lanes including one break-
dowrt lane. :

. When completed the bridge
will provide direct motorable

access between the north- -

western regions and the rest

of the country. Provision for a

rail route in future will also be
See Page 12 Col 7
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BNP standing
- body reviews

situation

By Staff Correspondent

The Standing Committee of
the ruling Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) last
night reviewed the country's
political situation, especially in
view of.the major opposition
parties’ recent anti-govern-
ment agitations.

Sources told The Daily Star
last night the meeting felt that
the present opposition agita-
tion would eventually isolate
them from the people.

The meeting also felt that
today's hartal would definitely
contribute to the isolation of
the opposition parties, particu-
larly from the people living in
the northern districts. sources
said.

The meeting of the ruling
party's policy-planning body
while discussirig the ways of
facing the opposition agitations
including the strikes and har-
tals decided not (o resist the
opposition moves.

The standing committee
meet the first since its forma-
tion on April 4 began at 7:30
in the evening and continued
until 11:00 pm.

See Page 12 Col 3

April 11, 1994.

IBM Information
Technology Seminar *94

This is to inform all the invited
‘guests to the IBM Information
Technology Seminar '94 that due
to. unavoidable circumstances,
the Opening Ceremony & Cocktail
Reception are being shifted to

Similarly, instead of April
10-12, the new seminar
schedule is April 11-13.

The venue and daily seminar
agenda remains unchanged.

We are extremely sorry for the
iInconvenience caused to you.

Rush! Rush!! Rush

The Duily Star World Cup Quiz Competition and win your 21” Powervision colour TV and other fabulous prizes.
Quiz 1ends TODAY — you can still send your entries up to April 14, ‘94. Quiz 2 starts TOMORROW and ends April 20, “94
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started post haste, seemingly in view of the coming
monsoon. Most of such yawning trenches have been dug on

roads where recarpeting works had just been completed.

— Star photo

AL, JP call

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League and the
Jatiya Party have called a coun-
try-wide dawn-to-dusk hartal
today to protest the alleged
police excesses and the killing
of two political activists
during Thursday's Secretariat
‘siege’ by the AL.

Two students — Mustafa
Aminur Rasul Paran and
Habibur Rahman Milon — were
shot and killed by unidentified
persons near Kaptan Bazar
during violence on the day of
the opposition programme.

However, both the AL and
the ruling BNP have claimed

the deceased Paran and Habib

had been their activists.

The - Jatiya Party's ‘'siege’
around the Election
Commission office on the same
day passed off peacefully.

See Page 12 Col 3

AL rally in city

'‘Compel this govt
to step down'

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League general sec-
retary Zillur Rahman yesterday
alleged that the government of
Begum Khaleda Zia had com-
pelled his party to opt for a
non-stop agitation aimed at
toppling the government.

"We had to announce the
Secretariat siege programme
after the ruling party wiped
out the last speck of democ-
racy by rigging the Magura by-
election in an unprecedented
manner,” Zillur told a public
meeting in the capital. "We
were again forced to take up a

package of anti-government .

programmes because the po-
lice attacked the peaceful
siege and the BNP gunmen
killed six agitators Thursday.”

Addressing the meeting at
Bangabandhu Avenue. the AL
leader viewed that ne fair
election was possible under
e Khalktdla Zia govermment
after what it had done in the
Magura polls. '

“The vote dacoity won't end
with the BNP in power.” he
said. “The resignation of the
government and holding the

See Page 12 Col 4

Bomb attack on
N'ganj AL
rally: 7 hurt

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Apr 9:
Seven activists of the Awami
League including former MP
Mobarak Hossain were injured

in a cocktail attack in front of .

the party office here this
evening.

Mobarak. 45. who is also
the district vice president of
the AL. and Jubo League leader
Abdur Rashid, 35, were admit-

Sec Page 12 Col B
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Hosokawa's resignation and
the coalition's rocky road

Monzurul Huq writes from Tokyo

Japanese Prime Minister
Morihiro Hosokawa's abrupt
announcement last Friday that
he would step down in order
to break the impasse created
at the parliament over allega
tions about his own past finan-
cial dealings has not only cre
ated a vacuum within the gov
*ernunent. but also raised gues-
tions about the future of the
seven-party coalition that came
to power only last August

At a hastily called press
conference., the Prime
Minister said he has decided

to step down on realising the
fact that he is becoming an ob
stacle to normal Diet proceed
Ings

The Diet has been dead-
locked mainly over the issue of

Hosokawa's borrowing of 100
-

Editorial on page 4

million yen from the trucking
firm Sagawa Kyubhin. Parlia

mentary debate at the lower
house budget commitiee has
beenn stalled almost for a
month due to demands Ifrom
epposition Liberal Democratic

Party that the Prime Minister
produce further documents or
allow testimony of a former
aide in connection with the is
sue. As a result, 1994 fiscal
year began on April 1 without a
full budget.

The process of designating
Hosockawa's successor within
the ruling coalition has already
started Leaders of the coali-
tion partners gathered in the
evening on the same day the
Prime Minister offered his
resignation, but failed to reach

See Page 12 Col 3
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Mining Rules of '68 |
to be amended

By Special Correspondent

The Mining Rules of 1968
will be amended soon for
which a high-level committee
appointed by the government
is now working.

The 11-member commit-
tee. headed by a joint secre-

tary, is expected to finalise the

amendments within a couple
of months and submit the re-
port to the Mirdistry of Energy
and Mineral Resources. The

amended rules will be effective.

only after these are vetted by
the Law Ministry. _

"The amendments for up-
dating  the Mining Rules
formulated 26 years ago, are
very essential in the changing
circumstances,” said a source

in the Ministry of Energy and "

Mineral Resources. He said
the government was feeling
the need of amendments be-

‘hardrock
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cause large-scale mining activ-

ities were going to be started

soon in the country.
Petrobangla has already

signed contracts with Chinese '

and North Korean firms for
coal mining in Barapukuria and
- mining in
Madhyapara. An agreement for
coal exploration and mining
with foreign company BHP
Minerals is also expected to be
signed shortly. -

"To facilitate all these min
ing activities, the existing
rules need to be changed and
new clauses added,” said the
source.

According to the proposed

amendments, the permissible

size of the lease area for min-

ing will be increased substan-

tially while the rates for the
See Page 12 Col 8

BB to issue bonds
- tobail BSRS

By Staff Curr&s.pnndeni

The government has de-
cided to isstie Treasury Bonds
of Tk 175 crore to collect
funds for resuming the landing
operations of the Bangladesh
Shilpa Rin Sangstha (BSRS).

The money to be collected
through the sale of the bonds
will be made available to the

BSRS as loan for a period of’

three years at six per cent in-
terest.

The bonds will be issued on
April 16 from the Bangladesh
Bank and available for purchase
by the banks and financial in-
stitutions.

The -bonds will bear interest
at a rate of five per cent and
will be of Tk one crore, five
crore and 10 crore denomina-
tions. The bonds would be
treated as approved security
and serve the statutory liquid-

+ily requingmenit for the baaks:
The bonds would be issued as
promissory notes and be trans-
ferable through endorsement.

The lending operation of
the BSRS was stopped in 1985
after an embargo imposed by
the Asian Development Bank

A

(ADB) on the ground of its

huge outstanding loan and
poor recovery performance.

Since then. the Sangstha
had confined its activities only
to the recovery of its overdue
loans and, later; to the BMRE
(Balancing, Modernising.
Rehabilitation and Expansion)
of some of its projects. .

A move was initiated even
to privatise the BSRS keeping
only a portion of its shares
with the government and con-
verting, it into a commercial
bank as per the suggestion of
the ADB.

Accordingly, it was decided

 to transfer all the shares and

undertakings of the BSRS to a
public , limited company. the
Development Bank Limited
which, under its Mémorandum
and the Articles of Association,

was Fogistesed to function as a-

commercial’ barlkk besides fi-
nancing for industrialisation.
According to the
Memorandum and the Articles
of Association, the DBL was
supposed to provide BO per

See Page 12 Col 7
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down its
) »
By Staff Correspondent
The Prokrichi-BCS Central
Action Council has toned down
its two-month-long agitation
programme announced April 5
for realisation of its 17-point
charter of demands. _
A platform of some 70 thou-
sand doctors, engineers, agri-
culturists and 26 non-adminis-

trative cadres. the Prokrichi
resumed its campaign this

week but on a less belligerent

note. _

The two-month programme
includes work abstentions and
boycotting of the government's
different coordination meet-
ings at the thana and district

levels.

When the earlier action
programme was deferred in
January 1, the Prokrichi lead-

‘ers had said that they would

See Page 12 Col 1

Malaysia will buy |

rice, jute bags
to cut trade gap

Malaysia is keen to .import
high quality rice, geo-jute and
jute bags from Bangladesh to
reduce existing trade gap be-
tween the two countries, ac-
cording to a message received
here yesterday, reports UNB.

This was disclosed by the
Malaysian Deputy Minister for
International Trade and
Industry when a 10-member
Bangladesh textile delegation
led by State Minister for
Textile Major (retd) .Abdul
Mannan met with him in Kuala
Lumpur during their three-day
visit.

The delegation also called
on Domestic Trade "and
Consumer Affairs Minister Y B
Dato' Haji Abu Hassan Bin Haji
Omar, Deputy Minister for
Human Resources Dato’ M
Mahalingam Jui Meng and
Deputy Foreign Minister
Abdullah Bin Haji Che Wan,

They discussed wide %
“Iof tssues tnciunding  p -

ties of joint venture projects
and relocation of labour inten-
sive industries to Bangladesh.
Problems relating to re-
cruitment of Bangladeshi
workers, were also came up in

See Page 12 Col 6

IBM INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SEMINAR'%4

BM BANGLADESH IS PLEASED TO INVITE THE COMPUTER
ROFESSIONALS TO THE IBM INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SEMINAR'9%4.

'HECK IN REGISTRATION AT THE SEMINAR LOCATION. ENROLLMENT IS
ASED ON FIRST CUM FIRST SERVED BASIS.

April-11

S

What's Happening to IBM AS/400

lient / Server Solutions from Oracle

Application Development on AS/400

Global Networks Evolution

Planning for Network Server

Introduction to Chent / Server Computing

IBM RISC System/6000

Battle for the Desktop

SEMINAR LOCATION: SONARGOAN HOTEL, BALLROOM

DON'T MISS THIS GRAND OLE OPPORTUNITY.

and Enter

Send as many entries as you like to multiply your chances of winning
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