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ROK to buy
N-matenal
from India

NEW DELHI, Apr 8: India
made a deal Friday to sell 23
million dollars, worth of heavy
water to South Korea for a nu-
clear reactor it is building, a
news agency reported, says AP.

This is the first major sale
of nuclear material by India,
which has been under pres-
sure from Western nations to
open its atomic power plants
and laboratories to interna-
tional inspection.

The shipment of 100 tons

of heavy water will begin in
1997 under supervision of the
International Atomic Energy
Agency, Press Trust of India
said, quoting unidentified gov-
ernment officials.
. The deal was signed in the
Korean capital, Seoul, by P R
Prabhakara, additional Secre-
tary in India's Department of
Atomic Energy., and Sohn
Bong-Up, Vice President of the
Korean Electric Power Com-
pany, PTI said.

Heavy water is required for
nuclear reactors, which burn
natural rather than enriched

Korea plans to use the
Indian heavy water for a 600
megawatt power plant that is
being built with Canadian assis-
tance. :

India's state-owned nuclear
establishment includes eight
heavy water manufacturing
plants producing 685 tons of
the material each year. Five of
these heavy water plants have
been built without interna-
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Rao accepts Clinton's invitation to visit US

Talbott won't force India, Pakistan to sign NPT

NEW DELHI, Apr 8: The US-

Deputy Secretary of State,
Strobe Talbott, today ruled out
forcing India and Pakistan to
sign the Nuclear Non-Prolife-
ration Treaty but said Washing-
ton would take bilateral and
multilateral steps to cap the
nuclear and missile prolifera-
tion in South Asia, reports PTI.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the conclugion of his
three-day visit here, Talbott
admitted that the US had met
with some degree of skepti-
cism from both India and
Pakistan on its s. He,
however, said the US would
pursue them as this would be a
promising way of ensuring se-
curity of th: South Asian re-
gion.

Talbott, who drove straight
to the press conference after
an hour-long meeting with the
Prime Minister, P V Narasimha
Rao, said both India and the
US had taken some solid steps
in turning a riew leaf in their
relationship.

He also said that Rao had
accepted the US President Bill
Clinton's invitation to visit the
US. The dates for “the visit
would 'be finalised through
diplomatic thannels.

Replying to questions,
Talbott said there was no pro-
Pak tilt in the US policy.

He said the word tilt be-
longed to the vocabulary of
Cold War era. The Cold

| was over and the 'US was keen

iy

Mitterrand's aide com;tmts sulclde.

An aide of French President

Mitterrand, Francois

de Grossouvre, committed
suicide on Thursday in his
office at the Elysee
Presidential Palace, Elysee
officials said, Reuter reports
from Paris.

De Grossouvre, 76, an old
friend of Mitterrand, was in
charge of hunting grounds
belonging to the presidency.
Officials did not say how or
why he killed himself.

CIS summit on April 15: A cummi of

the Commonwealth of Indcpcndtnt States (CIS) will take

place in Moscow on April 15, [tar-Tass news

reported,

quoting Russian President Boris Yeltsin's press service,

Reuter reports froan Moscow.

It said the main items on the agenda would include the
implementation of a treaty of economic union and issues of

political and military cooperation.

US;

secretary Togo West is scheduled to arrive in South Korea
this week as a part of a famillarisation tour of the Pacific area,
US army officials said yesterday, AFP reports from Seoul.

The officials sald West would meet with all major com-
mands of the 36,000 US troops based in South Korea, and
beécause it was simply a familiarisation tour would not make

contact with the media.

No further details of the visit were immediately available.

Poland seeks EU membership:

Poland formally applied for full membership in the European

Unidon

Friday, AP reports from Athens.

‘I brought a letter which expresses Poland's will to join
the European Union.” Foreign Minister Andrej Olechowski

told reporters.

He added that Poland's Parliament had voted unanimously

to request membership in the EU. Poland's applica

tion came

one week after Hungary also asked for full membership.

Journalist held in E

police arrested a journalist from the I'Il!"'lpl.pl‘.‘f
Al-Wald on Thursday for violating a news blackout on Muslim
militant activities, the newspaper said, Reuter reports from

Cairo,

Hanan Fahmy, a spokeswoman at the Liberal newspaper.

sald state security

officers took Mohammed Zaki to their

headquarters at 4 am. She said police had beaten him up.
Police were not immediately available for comment.

14 Filipinos feared drowned: 1.

14 fishermen in the central Philippines were feared drowned
when typhoon Owen struck the country this week, the state-

owned Philippine News Agency (PNA) said yesterday. Reuter

reports from Manila.

Francisco Abella, lone survivor of 15 fishermen aboard the
wooden-hullen tagbilaran liner. was quoted by the PNA as

saying Owen sank the ship.

'ﬂ’mtfmmthttyphﬁmjhlttﬂtdﬂthnﬂ which keeled

over and then sank.” he said.

Russian officer killed: ; r.can ofcer

was killed when a mine blew up
Tajkistan's troubled border with Afghanistan
said yesterday, Reuter reports from Dushanbe.

a army vehicle near

military officers

The officers, who declined to be identified. said an ar-

mmmwmm-wd
Russian border guards was blown up late on Thursday

evening.

“The name of the dead man is not released yet.” an officer
said Th:umm!nﬁmnﬂjmmwhﬂhuthcummy

wounded

Chinese diplomat
goes to Sikkim

TOKYO, : Ilnﬂlum
Ehmtmnrhcmpmmn
rapid one. His fall was even
faster. reports AP .

“The 56-year-old Hosokawa s
rise as prime minister eight
months ago promised to clean
up Japan's pervasive political
corruption. Instead he claimed
him as a casualty.

Under a cloud over his per-
sonal finances, Hosokawa today
mrmudhemldmlu
break the
lock caused by the scandal

| apologise, and ask for
your understanding.” he said.
looking weary and grim.

it could hardly have been a
greater contrast to the sense
of euphoria and optimism
when Hosckawa took office

to cultivate relations with
both India and Pakistan.
Talbott did not agree with a
questioner that the supply of
F-16 [fighter aircraft to
Pakistan would fuel an arms
race in the South Asian .
He contended that a one-
time partial exception to the
Pressler Amendment envis-
the supply of 38 F-16s to
Pakistan only if Islamabad ac-
cepted a verifiable cap on the

production of weapons-grade .’

material.

Talbott said India a.nd Pa-

kistan already possessed high

rmance aircraft. The real
problem is of nuclear pro-
liferation. *

On the Kashmir issue, the
US Depuly Secretary of State
said Washington hoped that
India and Pakistan would be
able to resolve the matter
themseltes in accordance with
the Shimla Agreement.

AP adds: The United States
is undeterred by the cool re-
ception it has received for its
proposal to cap Pakistan's nu-
clear weapons programme in
exchange for - warplanes,
Deputy Secretary of State

- Strobe Talbott said Friday.
The proposal is the first .

step in a long-term US strat-

that envisions a parallel -

deal with India and a r &;ﬂﬂﬂl
conference, including ina

to reduce the risks of nuclear
war in the volatile Indian sub-
continent, officials said.

The revival of a proposal for
a multilateral forum on non-
proliferation came up in
Talbott's talks with Prime
Minister P V Narasimha Rao
before leaving for Pakistan.

The conference idea origi-

L

nally was floated in 1990 after
India and Pakistan came to the
brink of war that could have
gone nuclear. India rejected
the proposal because China,
while willing to participate
alongside the United States

and Russia, was not willing to
discuss dismantling its own
nuclear arsenal which India

" sees as a threat.

Indian officials, speaking on
condition of anonymity, said
New Delhi would now recon-

US Deputy Secret.ary of State Strnhe Talbott (R) shakes hands with Indlan Prime Minister PV

Narasimha Rao on Friday in New Delhi.

- AFP photo

Arafat meets envoys of Big 5

CAIRO, Apr 8: The leader of
the PLO, Yasser Arafat, late
Thursday met diplomats from
the five permanent members
of the UN Security Council
over "the obstacles to peace
posed by Israel,” a Palestinian
source said, reports AFP.

Arafat met the British,
Chinese, French and Russian
ambassadors to Egypt as well
as the US Charge d'Affaires. He
also met the ambassadors of
the European Union troika of
Belgium, Germany and Greece,
the source said.

The PLO leader "confirmed
them of the Palestinian posi-
tion on the obstacles posed by
Israel to the negotiations on
the implementation of self-rule
in Gaza and Jericho,” the
source said.

Separately the PLO criti-
cised |srael's Foreign Minister
Shimon Peres for suggesting
the failure of Arafat to con-
demn the killing by a
Palestinian of seven Israeli’s in
Afula, northern Israel, bn
Wednesday was a “serious”
omission.

“It is truly astonishing to
hear this logic from the Israeli
Foreign Minister especially
since neither he, nor “lsraeli
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
showed any regrets when the
Israeli army killed six
(Palestinian) leaders at
Jabaliya,” Marwane Kanafani,
an adviser to the PLO leader,
said,

Six of Arafat's "Fatah

Falcons”™ were killed at the end
of March in the Gaza Strip by a
special unit of the Israeli army.

Peres had earlier con-
demned Arafat's silence over
the attack in which an Islamic
fundamentalist killed seven
Israelis and injured 45 in a
suicide bombing attack on a
bus.

spond is serious. It is all the
more deplorable as certain
Palestinian leaders have,
themselves, denounced the
crime,” Peres said.

Reuter from Jerusalem
adds: Israel, sealing off indefi-

Bid to hijack
US plane

MEMPHIS
Apr 8: A mian afmhad with a ha-
mmer and a spear gun at-
tempted to hijack a federal
express cargo jet, but was sub-
dued by the crew of three, two
of whom have been critically
injured, authorities said, re-
ports AFP.

The motives of 42-year-old
federal express employee
Auburn Calloway were still un-
clear. but a trade newspaper
reported that he was about to
be fired for having falsified his
credentials when he was hired

Calloway attempted to hi-
jack the plane. on which he
was the only passenger, shortly
after it took off Thursday for
San Jose, California.

"The failure of Arafat to re-

[Tennesses), .

nitely the two million Arabs of
the occupied lands. has said
deadly Islamic attacks and na-
tionwide rightist Jewish
protests will not slow the pace
of peace talks with the PLO.

A Muslim gunman killec
one Israeli and wounded four
on Thursday, Lsrael's holocaust
memorial day, prompting the
"absolute closure” order on the
West Bank and Gaza Strip.

The submachinegun killing
in tive southern port of Ashdod
came less than 24 hours after a
suicide car bombing by the
Islamic Hamas organisation

kﬂ]%d seven Israelis in Afula.
oreign Minister Shimon

Peres, speaking t~ an emer-
gency meeting of the ruling
Labour Party late on Thursday,
rejected right-wing calls to
suspend talks on implement-

ing a long-delayed withdrawal
from the Gaza Strip and

Jericho in the West Bank.

"We do not intend to stop,
or to slow down, or to change
the talks on Gaza and Jericho,”
he told an emergency party
meeting. "Any stoppage, slow-
ing or change is a net victory
for Hamas, and a gross encour-
agement to all terrorists.”

The Palestine Liberation
Organisation expressed regret
on Thursday over the bombing,
It urged Israel to implement
the pact on limited Palestinian
self-rule signed in September,
which Hamas and other
[slamic militant groups are try-

ing to sabotage.
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Women weep while the corpse of a senior guerilla leader is taken for burial on Wednesday in
northern Kashmir state. The body of Ghulam Nabi Mir, a leader of the pro-Pakistani Hizbul
Mujahideen, was handed over to his relatives by the Border Security Force after being shot

while allegedly trying to escape from a top-security camps.

— AFP photo

Delhi to become
major space
power by turn
of this century?

NEW DELHI, Apr 8: India is
expected to become a major
space power by the tum of this
century, according to an an-
nual report by the Indian

. Department of Space available
i here today, reports Xinhua.

The report for 1993-94 fis-
cal year said that India is about
to be able to launch space ve-
hicles with its own technology
and is set to compete com-

mercially in the international -

space market.

Following a close partner-
ship of space industry with the
public and private sectors
India is able to meet its own
demands for space products
and services.

The report said that during
the last decade, India's space
programme had made an envi-
able progress and transitioned
from the expérimental to tHe
operational phase.

The two Indian remote
sensing satellites, IRS-1 A and
IRS-1 B, launched in 1988 and
1991 respectively are provid-
ing operational space services
in the field of remote sensing.

It says there has been a sig-
nificant progress in the com-:
mercipl exploitation of the
space capabilities developed by
the country.

4 more Pak
tribesmen die

In gunbattles

QUETTA, Pakistan, Apr 8:
Four more tribesmen died on
Thursday in gun battles be-
tween rival groups fighting
over stone crushing royalties
in a remote area of Pakistan,
local officials said on Thursday.
reports Reuter.

The Mazari and Bugti tribes
are fighting over ownership of
a disputed sand dune because
of royalties to be derived from
stone crushing

The tribal war, which
erupted about a month ago on
the border between Balu
chistan and Sind provinces,
has lorced Japan's Saitagumi
Construction Company to halt
work on the local Indus
highway, the officials said.

A local worker for Saltagumi
was injured in a gun battle on

Wednesday in which seven
tribeamen were killed and six
wounded

The government in the
Baluchistan provincial capital,
Quetta, has deployed paramil
tary frontier units in the area

More than 30 people have
80 far been killed in the feud.

Many here viewed it as a new
era in Japanese politics.

Hi: coalition came to power
after disgusted voters gave Lhe
boot to the Liberal Democrats
yho in four decades of rule
presided over Japan's eco
nomic miracle but became
riddled with corruption

A relative newcomer to the
national scene. Hosokawa had

a captivating personal style He
was soft-spoken and cultivated

dapper and telegenic. a full
generation younger than his
predecessors

in the first few months
after he toak office
Hosokaws s popularity reached
record-breaking proportions
running in the range of 80 per
cent. higher than that of any

prime minister in history

He had a knack for drama. a
flair for the symbelic. Soon
after taking office, Hosokawa
apologised more forthrightly
than any Japanese leader ever
for the wartime suffering
Japan had caused. That will-
ingness to face the past won
praise froon many foreign lead-
ers

But in the rough-and-tum-
ble political word, Hosokawa's

inexperience quickly began to

sy
The Liberal Democrats, in
their new role apposition.

kept up a constant barrage of
eriticdam. undercutting him at

&VeTY turm.
Hosokawa was
tracted by the

too dis-
political

infighting to turn full attention
to Japan's battered economy.
sunk in its worst recession
since World War 11. Economic

_stimulus plans was received

with little enthusiasm in busi-
ness circles.

Trade issues grew more and
more urgent as the Clinton
administration turned up the

heat over Japan's huge surplus.

A February summit with
Clinton, which was supposed
to have been a triumphant
diplomatic debut, turned sour
when the two could not come
to terms on trade.

In recent months,
Hosokawa had appeared in-
creasingly isolated In the
labyrinth of coalition politics.
his allies had their own agen-

' The meteoric rise and fall of Hosokawa

das. Even Hosokawa's chief
spokesman was a frequent

crilic.
arlier this week., two

politicians he dined with said

he had told them he felt like
quitting. Hosokawa denied

making the re
siress was clearly mf“ ﬂ:

todl.

"He often says to me,
‘There's really no freedom al
all'." his wife, Kayoko, told a
magazine that hadn't even hit

the newsstands when the res-
ignation word came

Pressure had been steadily
mounting over questions sur
rounding Hosokawa's personal
finances. Debate over the
scandal had paralysed business
in Parllament for more than a
month. keeping legislators

sider a conference if it can be
linked to eradicating nuclear
weapons worldwide.

In Islamabad, Prime Mirns-
ter Benazir Bhutto said Thurs- .
day she will refuse to cap
Pakistan's programme unless
India makes comparable guar-
antees. India objects to the

“'plan, arguing that the delivery

of F-16s will tilt the military
balance.

Talbott has not yet sought
an end to India's production of
weapons-grade material. But
published reports, partially con-
firmed here, sald Washirlgton
will offer India a similar deal to

trade US technology for Indian .
nuclear guarantees.

The Indian Express news-

paper said that if India agrees .

to cap its programme, Wash-
ington will resume the sale of
fuel for the Tarapore reactor.
The reactor was built with US
help in the 1960s, but fuel
supplies were cut off after
India exploded a nuclear de-
vice in 1974.

Talbott also formalily pre-
sented to India the name of
Frank Wisner, an undersecre-
tary of defence, as the madn
President Clinton will nomi-
nate to fill the post of ambas-
sador to New Delhi that has
been vacant for a year.

India has considered the

delay in appointing an ambas,
sador to be a diplomatic insult.
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Major rejects
direct talks

with IRA

LONDON, Apr 8: British
Prime Minister John Major on

Thursday rejected a new call
for dir&cL talks with the leader
of the IRA's political wing who
said the guerilla group's three-
day truce would not be ex-
tended beyond the weekend,
reports Reuters.

Urgent pleas from the
Dublin government for the
Irish Republican Army to pro-'
long its ceasefire in the north-
ern Ireland conflict appeared
to fall on deaf ears with secu-
rity forces bracing for the con-
flict to flare once more.

The chances of peace
looked as distant as ever wit
Major locked in a war of words
with Sinn Fein President
Adams, leader of being "evasive
and wholly inadequate.”

Major's Do Street of-
fice took the unusual step of
publishing a letter sent by his
private secretary Roderic Lyne
to Adams that put paid to any
chances of direct talks until
the IRA lays down its arms for

good.
Rejecting Sinn Fein accusa-
tions, he said: "You are wrong

to say the government have
caused a stalemate.

Irish Foreign Minister Dick
Spring echoed Major's calls for
a permanent ceasefire in the
conflict. More than 3,100 peo-
ple have been killed in the 25-
year battle by the IRA to oust
Britain from Northern Ireland.

A young HIV positive woman stands pensive after opening
the TV anti-AlIDS programme lasting more than four hours
on all seven national French TV channels, both publicly and

privately-owned, ori Thursday.

— AFP photo

Russian jailed for selling
human flesh

MOSCOW: A Russian who stole human flesh from a morgue
where his wife worked and sold it as cooking meat to buy
wine was sentenced on Thursday to two years in jail, Itar-Tass
news agency reported. says Reuter.

Yuri Lukin, a doorman at the railway hospital in the central
Russian town of Saratov, pleaded guilty after stealing the re-
mains from the morgue at the hospital last November 12.

Lukin earned a shot of vodka that day when he helped a
nurse carry a corpse to the morgue, Tass said.

He drank the alcohol. but wanted more. He went to ask his
wife for drinking money, but couldn't find her. So he went to
the hospital refrigerator where preserving liquids and bedy
parts were kept, stuffed some of them into a plastic bag and
went to a nearby market to sell them as steak.

One woman who testified at the trial said she bought meat
from him for just 1,200 roubles (then about 1 dollar) — an
unusually cheap price. Lukin spent the money on wine and

drank it
His customer, meanwhile, rushed back to work Lo brag
about the bargain she had just picked up. But when she

showed the parcel to her suspicious colleagues, Tass said, it
was clear something was wrong. Apart from surgical sutures
binding together a wound, there were human hairs growing

from it.

Police were alerted, carried out quick checks, established
the flesh was human and arrested Lukin.

Rats have rights!

TORONTO

A giant white mouse,

chanting ‘rats have

rights', was arrested for mischief Thursday after disrupting an
international conference on animal genetics, reports Reuter.

The suspect. who turned out to be animal activist Susan
Kranjc in furry disguise, was among 30 demonstrators who
scurried into a Toronto hotel conference room to condemn

scientific experiments on animals
Kranjc, a member of People for the Ethical Treatment of

Animals, was released withoul charge,
"There was a suggestion that we get a plece of cheese and
lure her away and when that didn't work she was arrested.”

from approving a budget for
the fiscal year that started last
week

Even so, Hosokawa's pepu

larity remained much higher
than that of his predecessors
Prime Minister Kiichi

Miyazawa's approval
plunged down into the single
digit range before he finally
accepted his fate

Hosokawa said he hoped
that by stepping down, he
could help restore the public
trust in politics

But expectations flor
Hosokawa's government were
so high that the disappoint
ment will be equally deep. It
may be a Jong ime before the
Japanese people again greet a
new leader with such hopes

ratings

|Russia's Prosecutor

General resigns

MOSCOW, Apr 8: Russia's
outgoing Prosecutor General
Alexei Kazannik, who has been
trying to leave his job for over
a month, resigned for a second
time in the parliament's upper
house an Friday. Itar-Tass ne-
ws agency said, reports Reuter.

Hazannik's first resignation

which he said was a protest
that President Boris Yeltsin
had leaned on him to bend the
| aw had given Russia’s
(onservative dominated par-
lHament an excuse for a long
Drawn-oul battle of wills with
the President.

But his second resignation
has f(inally put a stop to the
fuss and repeated parliamen-
tary debates, Federation Coun-

cil (upper house) Speaker Via-
dimir Shumeiko said.



