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Inside the Sectt
yesterday

By Special Correspondent

While the situation was
tense outside. a relaxed mood
prevailed inside the
Bangladesh Secretariat since
romorning, yesterday. The seat of
the country's administration

was the target of a siege de-
clared by the opposition

Fresh programmes announced

JP holds series of
demonstrations

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Party held a (Retd) Abdul Malek. Nitai Roy
series of demonstrations in the Chowdhury and Neela Chow-

capital yesterday as part ol
their protest programme de-
manding the resignation of the
Chief Election Commissioner,
scrapping of the Magura by-
election results and holding of
polls under a neutral caretaker
rmment.

Several top leaders and
about 2000 workers and sup-
porters of the party gatH®ed
at the Panthapath at 10 am.
Later, they proceeded towards
the Election Commission office
and staged a sit-in there.

Police and BDR watched the
demonstrators from a distance
but did not prevent the Jattya
Partymen from assembling on
the Panthapath or from moving
towards Sher-e-Bangla Nagar.

The leaders of the Jatiya
Party made short speeches at
the Panthapath in which they
asked the workers to build a
united resistance against the
ruling party. The demonstra-
tors chanted slogans demand-
ing the release of detained
former president and party
chief H M Ershad.

Acting president of the
Jatiya Party Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury addressing the
workers and supporters de-
manded the resignation of the
government to pave the way
for a caretaker government for
holding fresh elections.

Chowdhury said his party
thinks there could not be free
and fair polls under the pre-
sent government.

Alleging that the Magura by-
election was rigged, Mizan said
the Election Commission had
worked “at the behest of the

Moudud Ahmed ecriticised

the ruling party for, what he
said, its corruption, nepotism
and favouritism. He termed the
present governmeiil autocratic
in action and deuiocralic only
in words,

Moudud said “lhe govern-
ment has miscrably [ailed™ (o
uphold the democratic ideals
and called for its immediate

Kazi Zafar Ahmed MP, Shah
Moazzem Hussain MP, Col

dhury The secretary general of
the party Khaledur Rahman

trict headquarters on April 20

Tito, Maj Gen (retd)
Mahmudul Hasan., Ziauddin
Ahmed Bablu. Anisul Islam
Mahmud. Col (Retd] Zafar
Imam, Abul Hasnat and Sved
Deedar Bakht were also pre
sent at the rally,

Later. the Jatiya Party
workers, led by the leaders,
chanting anti-government slo-
gans, moved towards Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar to lay a siege to
the Election Commission of-
fice. The processionisis were
however intercepted by police
and the BDR at the entry point
of the road in between the
University Grants Commission
office and the ERD. Planning
Commission,

Police put up barricades in
[ront of the two gates of the
Election Commjission Sec-
retariat and the adjoining
areas.

About 100 BDR men were
seen posted inside the
Election Commission office
while about 500 policemen
cordoned off the entire area.

After being prevented by
the law enforeing agencies, the

Jatiya Party workers staged a

sit-in around the area. The sit-
in continued till around 3 pm
when they peacefully dis-

persed.
UNB adds: The Jatiya Party

yesterday announced country-

wide dawn-to-dusk hartal on

April 10 and April 26 to press

its demands including release
of Ershad and resignation of
the BNP government.

Other demands are:
Scrapping the Special Powers
Act and the Anti-Terrorism
Act, independence of the ju-
diciary and release of political
detenus, including JP leader
Naziur Rahm:in. :

A press release of the party
said the JP would hold a public
mecling at Baitul Mukarram
on April 19.

Party central leaders will
condact mass contact tours all
over the country from April 14
to 20 and stage gherao at dis-

BCL blames BNP
men for killings
By Staff Correspondent

The Aﬂhm{!: League-backed

during the siege-

and . the BNP, JCD and
Jubo Dal ‘'musclemen’ respon-
sible. |
BCL president Moinuddin
Hasan Chowdhury and general
secretary Igbalur Rahim, in a
joint statement yesterday, said
"The musclemen of the BNP,

" the Chhatra Dal and the Jubo

leader
“MP

Dal

| led by BNP
Salahuddin

Ahmed,

terday's attack even ln.u-paued
the tyranny of the Ershad

“After such terrorist activi- -

nti_:.nurm
to stay in power,”

moral

and demanded pun-

~ they
iﬂuntmﬂfthemmu

JCD condemns
killing of its
activist

Fazlul Haq Milon and
Nazimuddin Alam, president
and general secretary of the
Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi Chha-
tra .Dal, lastnight condemned
the killing of a member of the
Dal by the “miscreants of the
Awami-Baksalits.” reports BSS.

In a joint statement the two
student leaders protested the
killing and déemanded immedi-
ate and stern legal action
against those responsible for

the ‘diabolic attack.’

They said at one stage of
the Secretariat gherao pro-

gramme of the Awami League
Aminmur Rashid Paran, a mem-
ber of the Lalbagh thana unit of
the Chhatra.Dal and a member

nominee of the Dal for the stu-

dents union election of the
New Model Degree College in
1993, was shot dead by mis-

creants of the ‘Awami-
Baksalits.’
They prayed for the peace

of the departed soul of Paran

and conveyed sympathy to the
members ﬁf the bereaved fam-

ily.

i

'Two shot by hoodlums

___From Page 1 Col 5

+ The Press Note said (text):
“Today seventh April members
of the public started gathering
since 9 in the morning in the
Dhaka city's Golaph Shah
Mazar, Bijoynagar, High Court
crossing, Star Gate and
Bangabandhu Avenue areas to
observe the “Secretariat siege’
programme called by the
-Hnyg!ndeuh Awami League.

Though meetings, rallies, pro-
cessions, carrying of weapons
and explosives were prohibited
in those areas, the participants
in the siege programme con-
tinued to bring out proces-
sions. A section of unruly pick-
eters broke through the police
barricade and made attempt to
proceed towards the
Secretariat and started pelting
stones, bricks and crackers
continuously towards the po-
lice on duty.

“They set on fire the “tong-
ghars” (make-shift stalls) of
poor vendors (chatpati sellers)
and temporary lottery ticket
counters at Bangabandhu
Avenue as a result of which a

chaotic situation was created

in the entire area. At one

stage, throwing of stone to-
wards the ~ police

the Opposition, Abdus Samad
Azad was hit
thrown from the back
l:lrty workers. Besides, 13 po-
ice men including one addi-

tional police super were in-

the
honourable Deputy Leader of

by the bricks
by his

jured. Nine police men
wounded seriously, were ad-
milted to police hospital for
treatment.

The pnlice force engaged
on duty to protect life and
property of the innocent peo-
ple showed great restraints in
the face of extreme provoca-
tions and tried to check the
widespread destruction of the

public pmpcrt}' 5

“The police luhhed tear gas
shells and resorted to mild
lathicharge to disperse the un-
ruly processionists. A section
of armed picketeers pro-
ceeded towards the Siddique
Bazar area in the afternoon and
‘were engaged in illegal activi-
ties including creation of reck-
less terrorism and looting. As
a result people in the entire
area became panicky and
started running helter skelter.

At one stage Aminur Rashid
Paran and Milon were shot at
by the armed terrorists and
were ‘immediately shifted to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH} where the
attending doctors declared
them dead.

The government expresses
beep sorrow at the tragic inci-
dent. Meanwhile, the relevant
authorities have been in-
structed to arrest the killers
for trial. Thirty-six persons
have been arrested for yester-
day’s terrorism and cases have '
been filed against them.

Awami League leaders squat on the road near the Bangladesh Secretariat as part of their

planned siege yesterday.

From Page 1 Col 5

planned a siege of Lthe Election

Commission office at Sher-e-
Bangla Nagar and staged a sit-
in there yesterday.

Earlier. the Awami League
began its Secretariat siege
programme from 10:00 am.
The law enforcing agencies
including the Armed Police
Battalion, BDR and Ansars cor-
doned off a large perimeter
around the Secretarijat by set-
ting up barricades near the Pir
Yamani Market, Ramna Park
Star Gate, the GPO, Dainik
Bangla crossing. Doyel Chattar
and Purana Paltan crossing.

The situation centinued to
be peaceful till around noon
when a clash between the po-
lice and demonstrators began
near the Pir Yamani Market.

Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad
was injured when he was hit by
stones pelted by processionists
from behind who were aiming
at the police. Later, Samad
Azad was admitted to PG
Hospital where he is undcrgn-
ing treatment.

The agitators, peliing
stones at the police, were
pushing forward to break the
cordon after holding a rally in

front of the nearby Awami
League office on Bangabandhu
Avenue. Following this a num-
ber of crackers were exploded
and police immediately re-

| sorted to hcav:f teargassing.

The clash continued for
nearly one and a half hours.

A portion of the demonstra-
tors broke away and proceeded
towards Nawabpur where they
attacked the Jubo Dal office. At
one stage the unidentified as-
sailants opened fire killing the
two.

In the face of indiscrimi-
nate tear-gassing and police
baton-charge, AL activists ran
towards the Stadium Market,
Baitul Mukkaram, Motijheel.
Kaptan Bazar and Suritola.

AL supporters at one stage
also set ablaze a lottery ticket
sales box near the Dhaka
Stadium gate.

In Gulistan., demonstrators
put a rickshaw on fire. Several
tyres and tubes were burnt in
the Topkhana Road area.

There were several inci-
dents of chases and counter-
chases between the Awami
League supporters and the po-
lice in Gulistan, Topkhana and
Nawabpur areas, particularly
between noon and 3 pm.

There was also trouble at
the Curzon Hall area when
demonstrators, mostly stu-
dents tried to break the police
cordon. Police had to fire sev-

eral tear-gas cannisters to dis-

perse the crowd.
The AL's secretariat’ siege
programme left at least 50

-people seriously injured, many

of whom had to be admitted to
city hospitals.
Huge. t:untingc:nts nf police

— Star photo

2 killed during AL siege

and the para-military BDR
were posied throughout the
city, particularly in the
Motijheel, Topkhana, Gulistan
and Nawabpur areas. Road traf-
fic in the city, not banned to
demonstrators, was thinncr
yesterday.

At the secretariat atten-
dance was slightly below nor-
mal. The ministers entered
the secretariat by 6:30 am.
Other officials and employees
also entered by 7 am. No visi-
tors were allowed yesterday.

BDR personnel were posted

The streets in thl! down-
town areas were littered with
brick, stones and shoes. The
tokais -or street urchins were
seen collecting the shoes —
mostly slippers — and some of
the used teargas cannisters.

Shops and business estab-
lishments in the surrounding
areas remained closed since
morning in apprehension of
violence.

Police barricades continued
until 4:30 pm when another
round of brief clashes occurred
between the police and AL

supporters.
Police sources informed
this correspondent that

around 30 people were picked
up in connection with yester-
day's events.

Police sources also claimed
14 of their men including two
senior officers, were injured
during the day's incidents.

From the frontline

F‘l‘umPagelﬂul

dm;mnutnturn stalwarts and

activists of the Awami League
and its front organizations —
started pelting stones at the

police,. inviting the first baton- .

charge arnund 10:30 in the
morning.

However, some of the
demonstrators split, accusing
their comrades of provoking
the police action and of sabo-
taging the programme.

Around 11, the mob set fire
to pieces of torn papers and
car tyres and did 'a war dance

around 'the flames and spi- -

ralling smoke, chanting slo-
gans accusing the ruling BNP
of rigging the Magura by-elec-
tions last month. .

Around two in the after-
noon; the demonstrators left
the spot after a final chase by

- police, who arrested two per-

SOMns.

National Press Club

During the siege-hours from
10 am to 3 pm, the atmo-
spheret around the Press Club
area, just next to the
Secretariat, was quite calm.

In fact, the number of agita-
tors was rather less than the
newsmen. The area was full of
securitymen.

Central leaders of the’
Awamli League (AL) including
Sajeda Chowdhury MP, Abul
Hossain Chowdhury MP, Tofael
Ahmed MP, Mahmudur Rah-
man Manna, Al-haj Magbool
Hossain and others started

gathering in front of the Press

Club from 10 am.

Sajeda Chowdhury alleged
to the pressmen that the po-
lice near the Press Club had
harassed her and did not allow

‘her to pass through. She had
to take a different repad and

persuaded the police, de-
ployed in a nearby alley, to let
her inside the cordoned off
Secretariat area.

_exploded

- Deputy Leader

. Other AL leaders also said
that the police deployed at the
Ramna Park Star Gate,
Segunbagicha, Bijoynagar and
adjacent areas invariably
stopped them from going to
the Secretariat area. Yet they

had ulumattly rﬂanagaed to go,
.Aftcr roving around the

Secretariat area, Tofael Ahmmed

told the journalists, "This siege
is a success. The Awami

had nothing much to do since
the government itself had laid
a siegel”

"Right now, we are just try-
ing to lay siege to an area
which the police has already
seized,” the AL leader said jok-
ingly. '

Bangabandhu Avenue

Our staff correspondent at
the scene near Bangabandhu

Avenue says: The situation was

comparatively calm until 12:15
pm when a series of cocktails
near the double-
lined barbed-wire barricade
put up by police in front of the

"Pir Yamani Market.

Police resorted to hatnn-
charge after at least a dozen
cocktails Explnded in a row
and the several hundred police
and BDR men came under a
rain of brickbats from several
thousand Awami League sup-
porters who gathered in front

of the party office since early _
‘morning

Police also lobbed dozens of
tear-gas shells to disperse the
pickets upto the Golap Shah
Mazar and the Gulistan cinema

‘hall,

Abdus Samad Azad, the
of the
Opposition in Parliament, was
injured when a stone thrown
at the police by some AL sup-
porters missed the target and
hit the elderly leader on his
back. Samad Azad was taken to
a safer place inside the Rupali

Bank at Eangabﬂﬂdhu Avenue

by Mohammad Nasim MP and

Mostafa Jalal Mohiuddin. The

AL leaders, however. claimed
Samad was hit by the police -

during the fracas.
In the face of indiscrimi-
nate tear-gassing and baton-

charge the AL su ran
off towards the Baitul
Mukarram mosque, the

Stadium Market, Motijheel,
Nawabpur Road, Kaptan Bazar,
Suritola and North South Road.

. The dispersed demonstra-
tions then set ablaze several.
roadside lottery ticket sales
boxes, and damaged some
road railings. They also tried to
retaliate against the police
with stones and even lobbed
back some of the tear-gas
shells. .

The whole area S00n
turned into a veritable hattle~
field.

Scores of people injured on
the spot as well as many others
were arrested.

Police deployed a hot water
cannon in front of AL office
and gas-shell shooter van near

. the T & T office to clear the

areas of demonstrations.

The siege supporters then
clashed with a group of
unidentified anti-siege activists
near Suritola. At one stage
someone opened fire at the AL
supporters.

AL sources alleged the rul-
ing party's Jubo Dal supporters
had shot and killed the siege
supporters. However, it could

not be confirmed by any inde-

pendent source how the vic-
tims were injured on killed.

During the one-and-a-half-
hour long sporadic clashes,
Fire Service ambulances fer-
ried the injured to hospitals
and a fire-fighting van reached
the scene to ::tintullh the
burning ticket boxes on the
street along the Stadium.

Awami League.

Tight
ments were made in and
around the Secretariat where
the attendance of officials and
employees was rather less than
normal. Very little official ac-
tivities were noticed. Almost
everybody, including a good
number of ministers, wheo
were inside the secretariat,
were found engaged in small
talk and discussions regarding

the opposition's programme

It was a bad day for the <ad-
bir touts — the lobbyists who
serve special interests. They
could not enter the secretariat
due to the strict restrictions
imposed by the law enforcing
agencies both at the gates and
on the adjacent streets.

IT'h-E llli.;lll “tﬂ d t-l'! 8EC-
retariat were kept open since
5 am because the officials and

security arrange-

rtm Finance H*ﬂiﬂlf.,

employees were asked to re-
port to their offices
hours ahead of the normal

arrive by seven.

and thinner attendance of the
employees gave the premises
almost a deserted look.

The ministers, who are ha-
rassed daily by innumerable
visitors. took the opportunity
afforded yesterday to call on
each other. Besides exchang
ing pleasantries over endless
cups of tea their gossip and
discussions centred round the
country's political situation,
BNP affairs and also the imni-
nence of a long-expected cabi-
net reshuffle.

Officials and employees, and
even some ministers, wit-
nessed the pitched battles be-
tween the police and the
demonstrators at the nearby
Bangabandhu Avenue from the
top floors of the secretariat
buildings.

The employes left at the
end of office hours while a
nuamber of ministers and high
officials had to wait inside until
late afternoon for the situation
to ease before they went home.

BDR and police contingents
were deployed inside the sec-
rttaﬂgt as precautionary inea-
sures.

43 schoolchildren
killed as Chinese
boats capsize

BEIJING, Apr 7: Two ce-
beyond capacity with school

43 passengers, official reports
said today, reports Reuter.

Lishui

morning, according to news-
paper reports
Beljing.

US envoy

From Page 1 Col 8
country aitain near self-suffi-
ciency in food production and
success in the family plmmlng
programme.

planning programme in
Bangladesh, he said, has set
an example for other densely
populated countries,

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia welcomed the new

Ambassador in Bangladesh and

- assured him of all cooperation.

Presidents kllled

From Page 1 Col 7
killings and that the city's
streets were empty except for
small, quick-moving groups of
youth armed with machetts
and clubs.

No demands have been re-

ministers of Labour and Social
Affairs, of [nformation and
Agriculture or the three un-
armed military observers, said
Gueye. He also said it was not
clear who was involved in the
fighting.

“So far as we can see, it

KIGALI, Apr 7: A UN spokes-
man said Rwandan Prime

' Minister Agathe Uwilingilymana

had been killed today near the
presidential palace in the
capital . 1 have con-
firmation the Prime Minister
is dead,” he said reports
Reuter.

seems that there are a lot of
guns in a lot of hands and we
don't really know who is giving
orders to shoot at who and for
“what reason,” said

"There is =|hu-ntlnl pmple
are being terrorised,” Prime
Minister Agathe Uwiling:lya-
mana told Radio France
Internationale. “People are
inside their homes, lying on
the floor."
The Prime Minister indi-
cated that much of the shoot-

ing was being done by the
army, which had been called
out to put down the unrest.

by 6, two

time. Ministers and high offi-
cials came in their cars by 6:30
am while others managed tn

But the absence of ﬂsilnrl

ment-hulled boats crammed

children capsized in east China
duringﬂﬁpringm.ltmu killing

More than 80 pupils were
pitched into a reservoir in the
district of coastal

Zhejiang province on Tuesday

=

ceived for the release of the:

reaching

The success of the family |

SEOUL. Apr 7: Greenpeace activists plan their first visit
South Korea nexi week to join lecal environmentalists

anti-nuclear rallies in a nation that is turning increasingly to

atomic energy. South Korean officials are worried

on their long-term plan to produce nearly 50 per
of the nation's electricity with nuclear power, up from 1|

cent now. South Korea also hopes to export its expertise in
building and operating nisclear reactors to some Southeast

Asian countries, reports AP.

BCI depositors
From Page 1 Col 7

crore of the depositors.

The depositors submitted
copies of the memorandum to
Home
Minister, State Minister for
Finance, Finance Secretary,
Executive Director and Deputy
Governor of the Bangladesh
Bank.

The memorandum men-
tioned the Awami League's re-
luctance to take up the matter
in Parliament and sought gov-
ernment intervention to ar-
range refunding of their

MOnNey .
Earlier. the association held
a meeting at its office in Dhaka

with its general secretary
Saiful Islam in the chair.

Coal mining accord

From Page |1 Col 7

The BHFP Minerals (formerly
Utah International Incorpora-
ted) has been interest
since 1986 for coal
in Bangladesh
submitted specific proposals
to the it that year.
The government decided fo
allow the company for such a
venture only in January this

and also

nies if they come up with pro-
posals fer mineral explo-
ration,” sald a high offictal of
the Energy Ministry. .

Salam Talukdar

From Page 1 Col 5

the Setretariat in the morning.
The party activists tried to
provoke the police by throwing
stones at them. However, the
police handled the situation

. with patience and restraint. At

this stage. the AL activists
moved towards Kaptanbazar
and Siddiqbazar areas where
they unleashed acts of terror-
ism. They indiscriminately
fired shots and hurled bombs
which led the people of the
areas to run for safety.

Salam Talukdar also ex-
pressed condolences at the
untimely death of two persons,
and conveyed his sympathy for
the members of the bereaved
families.

World Health
Day observed

World Health Day was ob-
served yesterday in the coun-
try as elsewhere round the
globe with elaborate pro-
grammes to create public
awareness about health hasz-
ards, repots UNB.

"Oral Health for a Healthy
Day” was this year's theme of
the day.

Truck kills 3

From Page | Col 8
Banu under went an emer-
gency surgery after admission
to the hospital and was shifted
to the post operative unit last
night.
The dead were identified as

Layll Begum, 28, her seven-

year-old son Majharul and
Banu's two-year-old daughter
Faterna.

Witnesses said. the fruck
while swerving to aveid a
pushcart on the road-side,
plunged across the pavement
and smashed the shacks

mmmw

From Page 1Cal 3 -
dressed the press conference
however, claimed that six per-
sons were killed by the armed
terrorists of the ruling

Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP).

at the Baitul Mukarram
prayers today, countrywide
demonstrations against the
government tomorrow and a
dawn-to-dusk general strike
day after tomorrow (Sunday).

According to the anti-gov-
ernment agitation plans an-
nounced . the AL 1is
scheduled to take up a nine-
day mass contact programme
beginning April 11 and then
lay sieges before the district
administration offices on April

20.
The party will then observe
a -nationwide dawn-:to-dusk
general strike on April 26.
The AL chief fold newsmen
that the s next course of

action be announced

from a rally on April 26. *
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