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NDIA'S traditional cus-
toms regarding marriage
mean that the bride-to-
be pays a dowry to her would
be husband. That is the
though there are a few
places where the pru-lpﬁ;tm
groom presenis money, |ew-
ellery and other goods before |,
he can claim his bride, the
more common arrangement is

Marrying Kinds

death or disposed of In other
hetnous ways. The man then
tries to find another wife who
can offer him a larger dowry.
Thus, the case of Mukesh
Kumar, 26, is rather unusual.
He claims he is being harassed
by the parents of his wife who
are demanding 25,000 rupees

isfied

Even after two or three
years of marriage, they con-
tinue to harass their wives to
get more money from their
parents. If the bride's parents
are not able to meet their son-
in-law's demands, the poor girl
is burnt alive, strangled to

still for the man to demand a
. And sometimes their

Grammar Game

Phrasal Verbs continued. ...

Remember our advice of last week and take care when doing
this exercise. It is not as easy as it may seem at first because we
have chosen meanings of the vanous verbs that are less often

taught. Use your dictionary!

Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the correct
form of one of these phrasal verbs:

take on, get on with, put on, turn on, go on

1. Why are you standing around chatting? Haven't you got any

* 2. The detectives were baffled. They had nocluesto .............

3. I don’t trust her. I think she's just ............. an act.

4. Business is booming. We've just ............. a number of new
staff.

5. She wu so angry she .............. them and insulted them.

Wobbly Words

thhismdpuzﬂe.Inu-:hhpalhehttmmjumhladupmmeminthn:mordu.
but be careful - some have more than one word. What do all of them have in common?

IR e
Wobbly Sentences

Try this exercise to help you practise the word order in questions. There are two different
* questions mixed up. You must sort them out, put the words in the correct order and make sure
you use the punctuation marks. |

more He had already paid
them 50.000 rupees in cash
and given oiher household
goods and jewellery at the
time of his welding.

He says his 11 laws have 1l
legally detained |11~ wife. Sarita
Devi, 20. They line refused to
send her back Mr Kumar

unless he o them the
money. Saril longs to a
Rajashtani ~ . iceri family
who, by 1 receives
dowry Ifro' .+ men who
marry the M-I

It s - iv in Rajasthan
state tha., men must give

il ies to their in-laws at the
ume of marriage. Bride price
is also demanded in the Tirap
district of Arunachal Pradesh
province in the northeastern
part of India. ere the
Singphos community adheres
strictly to the custom of
would-be husbands giving the
parents of their chosen brides
money, jewellery and other
earthly goods before the wed-
ding could take place.

This group migrated to
Arunachal Pradesh in the late
14th century from the Humang
Valley of Burma.The Singphos
are buddhists of the Hinayena
sect. It seems that to the
Singphos. it is a status symbol
of sorts if a daughter is mar-
ried off with a big dowry. This
system of paving a heavy price
for a bride sometimes discour-
ages Singpho youths from mar-
rying, especially if they are
poor,

According to Parul Dutta,
former director of research in
a government ministry, the
bride price generally consists
of 280 rupees. four buffaloes.
two guns or another 280 ru-
pees in lleu of the guns, two
Burmese dresses two gongs
and two strings of beads. In
fact, the possibility of marriage
is virtually dictated by the
amount of bride price a man is
capable of paving.

Other unique customs of

the Singphos include the right

of a man to marry a step-
Continued on page 11
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. Saving Angkor from Tourism

|

HORT of cash with whi-

ch to rebuild this war-

looted nation, Cambo-
dia's new government had
been eyeing tourism at the
famed Angkor monuments as
one vital source of funds

But an interim report pre-
pared by United Nations edu-
cational. Scientific and Cultural
organisation (UNESCO) has
ruled out mass tourism for the
world's largest temple com-
plex, saying security safeguards
are not in place to prevent the
temple from being plundered
by hordes of visitors,

UNESCO submitted the re-
port in mid-February to King
Norodom Sihanouk.

Based on 25 previous stud-
les by local and foreign ex-
perts, UNESCO says the series
of seven spectacular cities built
by the Hindu emperors of the
Khmer empire from the ninth
century are too fragile.

"As one of the world's great
cultural achievements. the
monuments of Angkor hold
great attraction for tourists.”
the reports says. "Explosive
tourist development, however,
has both positive and negative
aspects.”

"On the one hand. it can
provide new socio-economic
opportunities. ” it adds. "On the
other, if not properly planned
for, a massive influx of tourists
could quickly degrade the
fragile archaeological monu-
ments, deplete the natural re-
sources and rent the cultural
fabric of the community.”

Conservationists are cheer-
ing the study's recommenda-
tions. But some Phnom Penh
insiders say the cash-strapped
Cambodian government may
find it hard to heed such warn-
ing.

Phnom Penh is bent on
getting Cambodia back on its
feet after more than two

! decades of strife. Bereft of lo-

DHAKA

Cambodia’s cash-starved government is torn
between boosting tourism at the famed
Angkor complex and the need to preserve its
unique heritage. Bala Chandran of Inter

elected last

to the reign of the murderous
Khmer Rouge in the late
1970s during which more than
one million people are be-
lieved to have been killed.
Says a source in the
Cambodian Council of
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FAITH: The holy gospels are
the compilation of the life and
teachings of Jesus Christ
which translates Christian
faith. Frequently through para-
bles Christ taught the people.
He salvaged the people from
the rock-bottom of dark pits of
sins and viles. ,

Paramount of all com-
mandments of Christ is "Love
thy neighbour as thyself". This
very teaching has formed the
foundation of Christianity. Love
which is many a time consid-
ered as fragile and a losing
ideology is formidable enough
to overcome all barriers and
believably, is the greatest
blessing of God. Christ has also
said to the people "No one has
greater love than this, to lay
down one's life for one's
friends’ (John 15:13). And, He
Himself in love sacrificed
supremely for the liberation of
the mankind from the tangles
of hellish and pretentious liv-
ing, by embracing martyrdom
on the cross.

FASTING, ABSTINENCE
AND PENANCE: For Christian
community “the fasting and
abstinence ns from the
ASH WEDNESDAY — on that
day, in congregations in the
church, the celebrant priests
‘make the sign of cross on the
forehead of the devotees, en-
chanting "Man, you have come
from dust and you will go back
into dust”, and this period of
restrajnt and sacrifice contin-
ues for 40 days. This is reliving
of Jesus' going to the desert
and spending forty days in fast-
ing, abstinence and prayers.
"For forty days and forty nights
He ate nothing and became
very hungry.”" (Matthew 4:2).
Christ's great fortitude in
overcoming the temptations
offered by Satan has a great

and sorrows come, one may
take the adversities for
penance,

Our stay on Earth is accom-
panied by sufferings, pains and
inconveniences, some of which
affect us minorly and some of
which leave in our lives large
and deep scars. As we are not
in complete control of our ac-
tivities of lives, the recurring
faflure on our part naturally
remind us that we are not self-
sufficient and we need help to
overcome the problems. Thus
the Almighty remains the last
resort and resource of neces-
sary strength and inspiration
that we need. The Christians
are taught to accept in good
grace all the difficulties and
inconveniences as penance in
honour of Christ who suffered
80 much for the sake of all
sins. By doing all sorts of small
sacrifices the spiritual life is
enriched and difficulties trans-
formed into love for Christ. In
recollecting Christ's suffering
the Christians practise life of

by Jerome Sarkar

Jews and they became appre-
hensive of losing sway over the
people;: and, moreover, Christ
was openly and boldly reveal-
ing and denouncing the hid-
den ideas and real character of
the then religious leaders.
Hence, they were plotting
against Christ and the
Roman Government to arrest
Christ and put him to death.
The Pharisees brought false
accusation of b and
nuhvr.r?tw: activities to the
Roman Empire against Him
and instigated the Jews to take
Christ to Pilate, the ruler, ac-
cusing Him of offences com-
mitted against the nation and
country. But the Pilate found
no guilt with Christ. However,
the Jews demanded His death.
On the staunch demand of a
section of Jews, the Pilate
ordered for His death and
handed Him over to the Jews
who after inhuman torture
crucified Him. "Way Of Cross”.

which is the promise of Iffe
after death. Today the Chris-
tians make a sign of cross in a
sick bed or in the playing field
in hope of better perfor-
mances/results /blessings /cour
age etc.

The su and pains of
the people around the world
should not frustrate us and also
death across the should
not over-shroud the death-de-
fying faith of the salvation-
secking people of the world.
Even after two millennia of the
coming of the Redeemer, we
are confronted with the brutal
realities of the world — ethnic
cleansing. famine, hunger, ex-
ploitation, family disintegra-
tion. Excruciating pain experi-
enced, on a personal level
(diseases and disorders like
cancers, leprosy, goitre, con-
genital disorders, retardation
etc) is almost inescapable.

The missionaries and revo-
lutionaries/reformers have
embarked on their work and

embraced pain to soothe pains

The. Easter Passed on Sunday Last

sanctity. fasting foregoing
pleasures, performing good
work for the people, consum-
ing simple food, spending
more time in praying and
through self-denials. One of
Christ's teachings is that what
good the right hand does, let
not the left hand know. Christ
has always advised His follow-
ers to sacrifice not like the
Pharisees who did everything
in public to show how much
sacrifice they made and of-
fered alms openly. Christ hated
the hypocrisy of the leaders of
the time. They talked very pi-
ously but inside were living
vipers. The Pharisees always
used to soliloquize. They were

the re-enactment of the tor-
ment of Christ on each Friday
during the Lent, a season for
all these penance and absti-
nence;, remind Christians of
the great pain Christ took in
his cross-laden trek to Calvary
where he was crucified.

THE CROSS: On the cross,
Jesus Christ, amidst anguish,
torment and unbearable pains,
offered his life to purge and
emancipate the mankind. As
the Holy Bible says and Chris-
tians believe, He resurrected
on the third day and thus
established the triumph of the
soul over death. By this very
act, He has commanded us to
love and accept pains for our

of others. Even though we
often are left in amazement at
their discretion to experience
pain for abatement of the pain
of others, there is no stop in
them following the trail. Jesus'
exercise of mysterious powers
to cure lepers. cripples,
blinds, evil spirits-driven ones,
must have inspired them to
emulate Him through services.
The disintegration of fami-
lies is the thorniest of the
things in the world besides the
brutal killings. Justifiably, one
asks the relevance of the suf-
ferings of Christ on the cross. .
In fact, Jesus' suffering on the
cross invariably has been en-
couraging us to keep faith on

Crucifixion — the Wa)rfﬁto Salvation and Resurrection

sage of salvation of the
mankind. By the pricking
death Jesus has proven his

profound love for humanity; He
thus si
h

1
:

. 'Influence, money,
power are ig over all
huvman qualities e faith,
sacrifices, justice and so on.

and international patriarches,
the same game is being played
only in different forms and
guises, _
Christ's teachings should
inspire us. We should not pa-
thetically lose sight of the no-
ble who devoted to Christ's
teachings and are inspired by
His great sufferings in love for
the sake of love for humanity,
braving all faces of mistrusts
and misdeeds. What is right is
always right and that can't be
twisted by evil hands. As a re-
sult, the world is blessed with
thousands of sung and unsung
Mother Teresas, Nelson Man-
delas, Suu Kyis. Thousands
(claiming and un the
Christ's teachings) prefer to
work for the neglected, the
down-trodden, the destitute
and the sufferers and strive for
human development without
any material returns. These
people in awareness, con-
sclously stand against injustice
and oppression. They cannot
be segregated by race and reli-

b ﬂl _ . often teaching for the believers to betrayers to the religion and  neighbours/fellow beings and the redeeming power of God, gious affiliations etc.
S L , wash uphold the significance of persecutors of the people. ' has promised life after death. the resurrection of the human It is not frustration but
- penance and abstinence. Christ preached openly in . The Cross and the resurrec- being as demonstrated by the hope that should command us,
next Penance is the supreme gatherings and taught the peo- tion are the symbols of Chris- suffering of God who willingly by the acts of the irre-
virtue of tolerance/endurance ple with parables which were tian identity and hope. The chose humanhood and took spective of creed and colour
station of suffering or penitence by going against these hypocrites.  Cross, the Holy Cross upon the thorniest path of persecu- who have been bravely ng
: which one. renounces the CHRIST: Christ's popularity which Jesus Christ laid down  tion that a human can i . war against unjust, laying
how | worldly pleasures and em- and the deep faith of the mul- His life for the freedom of the Thus He has left behind us the lives for the down-trodden and
braces austerity. Whenever titude of His followers fright- mankind from the clutches of trail of cross and salvation. strengthening the faith in hu-
ou trials and tribulations, pains ened the Chief Priests of the devilish superstructure stands EASTER SUNDAY: Easter is  manity and inspiring others to
: y — : - - o as an inspiration for Christian the greatest of all Christian join them to carry forth the |
1 . 10 way of living. The third day He festivals. To the Christian flag of Jesus Christ. Let the
P case : arose from death. It is known Community, the Easter — Res- people of the world today
time eap . C e as the Easter Sunday. Death on  urrection of Christ — has been  derive courage and confidence
the cross is rewarded by res- the dogrway to Heaven. Easter from Zlata Filipovich of Bosnia
urrection on Easter Sunday reminds the triumphant mes- and more of her kind be born.
‘ : by Taslima Nasreen . ;
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| . . ilog dheper i v Moonlit Summer Dream
what i can you have in the market.
_ by G Maehi
your If they get a bottle of nail polish
they happily pass three days without any sleep. Thine upon the moon shines, Thine upon the heaven lies
: When they get two cakes of soap Falling silence of shivering heat. Thus | meek thee with my eternal love
the . ? and a bottle of fragrant hair oil For thee | made a bed of roses. Festoon thou with whatever needs
bus * ' they turn such pets that you can tear out For mine, [ prefer a mat of sofl where — | prethee where she smiles
X y chunks of meat from their body I am supposed to le. Thee, not a moon
hﬂh‘ and sell them in the bazaar twice a week. Smiles with brightened teeth
If they get a nose-ring : .
; | they lick your feet for seventy days:; Love thou cry — Upon my grave thee stand
Mlﬂn e e e — if it is a striped sari they do so In my heart I try wearing thoust fragrant robe
. for full three and a half months. to find thee; in my tears | cry with joy as high as I could
e T S I {0 bide thes, 11y Che ety sleeping in my bed of roses
; ' s G R i s Even an emaciated hairless house-dog barks, of losing where thou lest. 1 made for thee
S E o e g T 1 but a woman has always a lock on her lips, ‘
90 powun § ‘uo oy a lock of gold. Thy soul is the heart of mine, - Thus | beckon —
# ‘80 Burynd ¢ wo of 7 yym wo o | Thou art, heaven of my love — Screaming, come hither and stay a moment,
. Women are indeed articles to use Losing thee cuts my heart Crying. come and love me not,
st adias o S Te— - lease ‘ nd forget me not
Congms oy o1 g ng B mm Iy Contributors: Marina Burns, Dolores el g gt s as does a sharpened blade. SRIAG. fom R TS -
Hiiﬂﬂiﬂlﬂﬂi;ﬂﬂiﬁrﬂm Apoq > w swiof yu ouw 4941 - | Long, Micheel Matthias; Denn; you want you can put ns Thus out | cry — Howling, come and me not,
e WM ‘g OpEE ‘g 290Y | O'Brien, Janet Raynor, Robert around their feet. their hands, Please come and pare not my heart, Sobbing. come and hold me not,
AW BN OM] Y| AL N il % M Shrubaall : and their minds. As thee go on prying, | cry But let me love thee
S If you like you can divorce them As thine heart 1 scorch Thus | pride my heart
' . © ik - Who's gonna botch Thus | get my heart in thoust
SIOMSUY |  The British Council, 1994 I Translated by Prof Kabir Chowdhury | my smouldered heart. bed ot ToR%s.



