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NEWS BRIEFS
President, PM
shocked

President Abdur Rahman

Biswas and Prime Minister
Begum- Khaleda Zia have sent
separate condolence messages
yesterday at the tragic death of
Rwanda President Juvenal

Habyarimana and Burundi |

President Cyprien Ntaryamira,
reports UNB.

Seminar on ‘folk
arts and crafts’

A three-day Iinternational
seminar on ‘Folk Arts and
Crafts of Asia and the Pacific
Region" will begin from April
10 at the Shilpakala Academy
in Dhaka. Besides. a three-
week long folk arts and crafts
exhibition will alse begin si-
multaneously at the Academy,
reparts UNB.

W Bengal minister

The Transport Minister of
West Bengal government

Shayamol Chakraberty. called
on Communications Minister
Oli Ahmed at his official resi-
dence in Dhaka yesterday.
Chakraborty said that the West
Bengal government would ac-
tively contribute for further
strengthening the existing
friendly rd.lt:lnnlhlg between

Bangladesh and , reports
BSS.
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100 hurt in sgoradlc clashes: Samad Azad hospltahsed

2 gunned down during siege
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Deputy L&adér of the Opposition in Parliament and Awami

League Presidium Member Abdus Samad Azad ducking
after being hit by a stone from behind near the party office
at Bangnhandhu Avenue in the ﬂt}' _vesterda}f — Star photn

" Shapla Square,

Dhaka

By Staff Correspondent

At least two persons were
killed and nearly 100 injured,
several of them seriously, in
sporadic clashes during the
Secretariat siege programme
called by the main opposition
Awami League vesterday.

Mustafa Aminur Rasul
Paran. an Intermediate student
of the New Model Degree
College and Habibur Rahman
Milon, a Class X student of
Rustom AH High School,
Demra, succumbed to bullet
injuries after unidentified gun-
men fire on a militant
crowd at Siddique Bazar where

§ ' it meéets Nawabpur Road at
‘arpund 1:00 pm yesterday.

- Both the victims died at the
Medical .College

Hospital at. around 1:30 pm.

From the rontlin ;

A team of Dalily Star re-
porters and photographers
covered first hand yesierday's
activities from various vantage
points in the city.

They were positioned at the
the Dainik
Bangla intersection, the Ramna
Park Star Gate, Bangabandhu
Avenue, Press Club, near the
Secretariat itselfl and the
Election Commission. Most of
our reporters later moved to-
wards the city centre which
eventually became the focus of
events.

Here are excerpts from
some of the dispatches filed by
our correspondernts:

Ramna Park Star Gate
Intermittent brick-batting

r. %ﬂq

g

H.nut polme armed with tear-gas guns, uhuslda und truncheans march under a heav;y cover nf
tear-gas smoke towards stone-throwing demonstrators at the North South Road in the city

— Star photo

Over a dozen cthers also re-
ceived bullet injuries at the
spot.

Before the shooting, Awami
League activists were exchang-
ing brickbats with Jubo Dal ac-
tivists who had takeh positions
at the local Jubo Dal office at
Suritola near the Nawabpur
Road. |

Both the Awami League and
the BNP accused each other of
being involved in the killings.

The Awami League had an-
nounced its plans to lay a siege

to the Secretariat in demand

of the resignation of the gov-
ernment and early general
elections under a caretaker
government.
The - Jatiya Party also
See Page 12 Col 3

by AL activists and sporadic
police baton-charges kept the
area near the Star Gate of the
Ramna Park — some 150 yards
from the Forelgn Office —
tense during the planned
stege.

Police, chasing the demon-
strators, arrested two young
men — Mochammad Masum and
Mafizur Rahman — around 1:45
pm and sent them to the

Police Control Room at
Shahbagh.
Police blocked the road

from Shahbagh to the Star
Gate to traffic barring rick-
shaws, Passers-by were also in-

tercepted.
After some two hours of
peaceful picketing the

See Page 12 Col 3

Press Note : 2
shot by
hoodlums

The government in a Press
Note said last riight that two
persons were shol at by armed
hoodlums when looting and
lawlessness were taking place
al Siddique Bazar area in the
city during yesterday's ‘Sec-
retariat siege’ programme
called by the Awami League,
reports BSS.

The Home Ministry in its
Press Note said wounded per-
sons — Aminur Rashid Paran
and Milon — were rushed to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital where the attending
doctors declared them dead.

The government expressed
its deep sorrow at this tragic
incident and directed the au-
thorities concerned to bring
the culprits into book immedi-
ately for trial.

The Press Note said 36
persons were arrested in con-
nections with acts of terrorism
and violence which took place
during yesierday's siege pro-
gramme. Cases have been
started against them.

See Page 12 Col ]

Jesterday.
Countrywide strikes Apr 10 and 26
AL announces package

of programmes

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League (AL) ves-
terday evening announced a
package of anti-government
programmes,. including two
nationwide strikes on
April 10 and 26, in protest
against the deaths of its party
activists during yesterday's
siege of the secretariat.

The announcement came
from the Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament and

¢t AL chiel Sheikh Hasina at a

press conference held yester-
day evening at her Minto Road
residence.

Hasina accused the ruling
party activists of the killings
and observed that the govern-
ment headed by Begum
Khaleda Zia should immedi-
ately quit for the holding of
parifamentary polls under a
caretaker government.

The AL chief. while ad-
dressing the newsmen. sald
the government had mean
while proved itself incompe-
tent both in running the af
fairs of the state and changing
the lot of the peopie.

“The Khaleda Zia govern
ment has resorted to repres
sive measures against the
people only to cover up its
multi-dimensional failures,”
Hasina said

Two students were killed
yesterday by unidentified as
sailants when a greup of AL ac
tivists. following a police
chase were engaged in a elash
with the ruling party-backed
Jube Dal supporters in the
older part of the chy,

Al presidium member Amir
Hossain Amu. who also ad-

See Page 12 Col B

__S_glam 'l:aluk%fs statement
AL activists, angered

by failure,kill 2

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Secretary General
Abdus Salam Talukdar has ac-
cused “the Awami League-
backed terrorists™ of killing
two youths during yesterday's
Al siege programme in the
capital.

In a statemenl last night,
Salam Talukdar said “the un:
ruly AL activists, angered by
the failure of the party's pro-
gramme, created a reign of
terror in the city's Kaptanbazar
and Siddigbazar areas by firing
shots, exploding bombs and
damaging shops. Two persons
were shot by the AlL's gunmen,
he added _

The ruling party leader re-
gretted that innocent people
were dying as the Al did not
change its political strategy.
The AL had once again started
what he said, the politics of

killing and confrontation.

"Their aim is to create dis
ttirbances throughout the
country. foil the process of de-
velopment and halt the flow of
loreign investments into the
country by any means.” the
LGRD and Cooperatives Minis
ter commented.

The minister hoped the AL
would give up the “politics ol
terrorism and confrontation in
favour of democracy.”

In his statement, the BNP
Secretary General gave an ac
count of what happened during
the AL-called Secretariat siege
programme,

According to him. the siege
programme failed to receive
response f{rom Lhe people
Some AL leaders and workers
tried to create panic around

Sec Page 12 Col 7
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Gunmen ____dow_n plane
Presidents of Rwanda,
-~ Burundi killed

NAIROBI {Kenya). Apr 7:
Fighting broke out in Rwanda's
capital Thursday after the
presidents of Rwanda and
Burundi were killed when
their plane was apparently
shot down, reports UNB.

. Presidents Juvenal

Habyarimana of Rwanda and
Cyprian Ntaryarnira of Burundi
were on their way home from a
summit in Tanzania that was
aimed at bringing peace to
their strife-torn central Afri-
can nations when their plane
crashed Wednesday night near
the Kigali airport.

Rwanda's government said
the plane "was shot down”
while landing "by unidentified
elements in circumstances
which are still unclear.”

Members of Rwanda’s pres-
idential guard also kidnapped
three cabinet ministers and
three UN military observers
Thursday, UN spokesman
Moctar Gueye said.

The identity of the kidnap-
pers or those who allegedly
shot down the plane was not
iImmediately known. Both
Rwanda and Burundi have been
wracked for decades by fight-
ing between the Hutu and
Tutsi ethnic groups, one of
Africa’'s most savage ethnic
feuds. Both leaders were
Hutus.

Gueye, speaking by telé-

phone from the Rwandan capi-
tal Kigali, said there were re-
ports of house-to-house

See Page 12 Col 6

Draft of coal mining
accord under study

By Special Correspondent

The draft of an agreement
between the government and a
foreign company on coal ex-
ploration and mining in the
northern region is now being
scrutinised by both sides.

A high-powered delegation

of the US-Australian multina-

tional company BHP Minerals
is now in the city and has been
having discussion since March
29 about the draft agreement
with the officials of the
Ministry of Energy and Mineral
Resources.

The government has already
decided fo permit the Broken
Hill Property (BHP) to explore
for and mine coal in the north
except in those places where
coal deposits have already been
discovered. However. this
permission will only be effec-
tive after the signing of an

eement between the gov-

riment and BHP Minerals.

"The draft is almost fi-
nalised — we are only scrutin-
ising some details and hope to
initial it soon”, said an official
of the ministry.

After initialling, the draft
will be sent to the ministries
of Law, Finance, Commerce
and the National Board of
Revenue (NBR] for wvetting.
Following the vettings, the
agreement will be officially
signed in Dhaka.

Sources said the draft

agreement incorporates de-
tailed terms and conditions re-
lating to the lcence for explo-
ration. the mining lease and
the investments.

On the basis of the agree-
ment, the Bureau of Mineral
Development (BMD), the rele-
vant agency of the government,
will allocate land to BHP in the
greater Rangpur and Dinajpur
districts except the
Barapukuria, Jamalganj and
Pirganj areas where coal de-
posits have already been de-
tected by the government
agencies.

See Page 12 Col 7

Depositors demand
trial of BCI MD,

directors

The Bangladenh Commerce
and Investment Ltd {BCIi)
Depﬂsimrs Association yester-
day handed over a memoran-
dum to President Abdur
Rahman Biswas demanding the
trial of those responsible for
BCI fraud, reports UUNB,

It demanded that the gov-
ernment bring to book the BC]
Chairman and Managing
Director Mostafizur Rahman,
MP, and its 20 Directors al-
legedly involved in the misap-
propriation of about Tk 200

See Page 12 Col 7
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" The United States of
America (USA} will continue

its support to the ongoing pro-
cess of democracy and eco-

nomic reforms in B

. being carried out by the pre-

sent government, repots BSS.

This was told by the newly-
appointed US Ambassador in
Bangladesh David Nathan
Merrill, during his first meet-
ing with the Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia at her of-
fice yesterday afternoon.

The US Ambassador said
Bangladesh has achieved true
economic development in the
last three years under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia and added: .
The country was proceeding
towards progress.

Referring to Bangladesh's
macro-economic stability,
Merrill  said realistic and
timely measures taken by the
government had helped the

See Page 12 Col 6

3 killed as truck
ploughs into

city slum
By Staff Correspondent

A woman and two children
were killed and six others In-
jured, all in their sleep, when
a speeding truck ploughed
into their shacks in a road-side
slum on the Bishaw Road in
the city's Mugdha early yester-
day morning.

Of the injured, a woman is
in a critical condition. ;

Three of the injured includ-
ing the woman — Banu, 30, —
were admitted to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
([DMCH). Three other injured
were given first aid. The other
two admitted could not be
identified.

See Page 12 Col B
Talbott discusses
N-1ssue in Delhi

NEW DELHI, Apr 7: US
Deputy Secretary of State
Stroobe Talboit discussed nu-
clear non-proliferation and
sought to smooth ruffled
Indian feathers during a
whirlwind day of talks here to-
day. repots AFP.

Talbott had a 45‘minute ses-
sion with Foreign Secretary
Kris Srinivasan.

In brief remarks to re-
porters, Talbott, an expert on
nuclear disarmament, said the
meeting went 'very well' and
that both sides had ‘'wasted no
time in getting down to the
business which lies ahead.”
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Government of the People’s Republic of Bangiadesh
Board of Investment

Prime Minister’s Office

Shilpa Bhaban, 91, Motijheel Commercial Area,

Dhaka-1000

SPECIAL FACILITIES
FOR INVESTORS

' Please come forward to build the nation through investment in
Industrial sector. Are you aware that at present no approval of Government

is necessary to establish an Industry.

To accelerate promotion of Industry in the private sector Board of

Investment offers the following services and assistance to local and foreign
investor ;- :

(] Investment counselling.

(] Registration for institutional and infrastructural
facilities and utility services.

[J] Work permits to foreign expatriate personnel.

[J Assistance in availing of the various incentives given
to the investors by the Government.
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