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| PM opens Dhaka

quashment rejected

A High Court Division bench
yesterday rejected a prayer for
quashment of the charges

nst former President H M
Ershad and former Works
Minister Mostafa Jamal Haider,
in a criminal case for spending

the capital which was used as
the Jatiya Party's central of
fice. They were also accused of
failing to pay over Taka 30 lakh
due as rent for the govern
ment building

Deposition by the prosecu

erect fence

near border
From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, Apr 6: A tense sit-
uation has been prevalling in
the Tahirpur border In
Sunamgan) district following a
BSF attempt to erect barbed
wire fence and build road close
to the zero land.

e

Dental College
compound in

Mirpur
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday inaugu-
rated a permanent compound
equipped with all medern
medical and technical facilities
for the Dhaka Dental College at

The Midnight File

Artillery duels in S Lebanon

MARJAYOUN, Lebanon, Apr 6: lranian-backed guerillas and
israeli-allied militiamen fought artillery and rocket duels in
Soutl’ Lebanom Wednesday. Security sources sald one
militiaman and seven civilians were wounded. The

began at mid-
mortars at a South

when . Ht:huﬂlhtturlﬁu
Army outpost in the village

Leif on the edge of the Israeli-occupied zone. ﬂne EI.A
member was wounded, security sources said, reports AP.

governmeént money for the tion wilnesses began In A special conti t of BDR Mirpur in the city. reports
renovation of an abandoned  February last. Upon an apphics- | . been deployed on the - Algerian troops kill 16
house which was used as the tion of another rn;rrl:ad A Bangladesh border. The college was established
J‘l‘y’. me m. rt'mrtl B&ES. H'“lt a '*igh Court TWCh COom Th"t Indian authorities at- in 1961 on a ‘IEEW«.” . miﬂmn
The. bench comprising prising Justice M. Ml.l.ﬂllm “

Justice A K M Sadek and
Justice K M Hasan, In its
judgement said the trial court,
if # finds any error in the
framing of charges. can alter
the charges but the proceed-
ings cannot be gquashed.’

The charges against Ershad
and Haider was framed in late
January this year in a special
tribunal in Dhaka. The quash-
ment petition was filed there-
after and on the basis of that
prayer the High Court issued
the rule.

The accused persons have
been charged with spending
nearly Taka 82 lakh govern-
ment money for the renovation
of an abandoned house in the
Dhanmondi residential area in

Badruzzaman and Justice Syed
J R Modasser Hossain on
March 10 passed an order that
the case be transferred from
the court of the Senior Special
Judge., Dhaka to the senior-
most Additional Sessions Ju
dge. Dhaka. the ex-officio spe
cial judge, for Trial

Moudud Ahmed pleaded for
H M Ershad while former
Attorney General M Nurullah
appeared for Mostala Jamal
Haider.

Attorney General Aminul
Haqg, Deputy Attorney Gene
rals AF M Shahid and Amirul
Kabir Chowdhury and Assistant
Attorney Generals Syed Motiul
[slam and Mir Hasmat Ali
appeared for the state.

Tornado lashes

Forces to tackle

tempted to construct the road
opposite to the Ballakandi and
Charagao border outpost in
Tahirpur

The BDR protested the
move several times in writing
as any kind of construction
within 150 yards of the zero
land was internationally pro-
iibited.

An Indian private firm be-
gan the construction work un-
der BSF supervision two weeks

Police deployed
at PID

By Staff Correspondent

The authorities have de-
ployed police at the office of
the Press Information Depart
ment (PID) in the wake of
fresh agitation by the BCS

Htudf-ntﬂ nf the ﬁw new medlcal colle
held a rally in front of the National
day demanding implementation of their 12-point de-

& of the country
ess Club yester-

premises at the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital. The total es-
timated cost of the new
prémises of the college at
Mirpur is 12.57 crore plus.

The Prime Minister said
the opening of the new college
compound realised a long-
cherished dream. "I am sure,
the Dhaka Dental College will
become an ideal medical insti-
tute in this area.”

She hoped that the new
college building would provide
modern training to the den-
tists and students who will
play an important role in
maintaining oral and dental
health of the people.

Begum Zia said that a 200
established at this eollege in
the second phase of the pro-
ject

Referring to absence of

TUNIS. Apr 6: Algerian security forces today killed 16

armed Muslim militants,

bringing toe 36 the number of

Istamists killed in five days. Algerias APS news agency

reported. APS. monitored in Tunis, quoted security sources

as saying 43 militants were also arrested by supporting or
to armned groups. reports Reuter.
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division if we severed our con-
nections with Assam and
joined Pakistan,” Gazi said
adding "the promise has been
breached and we are deprived
even today.”

r "Sylhet can be developed as
one of the best places of the
country if even a fragment of
the local resource is spent
" he said.
Greater Sylhet comprises
Sythet, Habigan|, Moulavibazar

e R it
| Sylhet divh movement

people ol Sylhet are not cam-
paigning for a divisional com-
missioner and a DIG. They are
struggling for a strong local
government,” Nurul Islam said.

He said there was no harm

to have a separate identity. In

Irish and Welsh people. “Being
Sylhetis we a have district

culture and identity, but above
all we are

Bangladeshis.~
4@ Alhaj Mubaswir Ali, presi-

dent of Brihattar Sylhet

. and Sunamgan].
7 VlllﬁgBS me,;af ‘RE‘“' ; park | (Information) officials, wit. mands — Star photo ‘"p-:r-t graduate dental education Farid Gazi said declaration  Ganadabi Parishad, which has
: e G:trk t; e from |nesses said. ' in the country, Begum Zia said | . Barisal as a new division Decn campaigning for a 21-
n Jamalpur the Par VEne. SLoE The BCS (Information) R . . her government was hopeful 10 | ,4d4ed msult to the infury of Point demand since 1987, said
Maghbazar. the roads anr:! 'f" Officers’ Association. a body of IK)S]_ ons Slege y establish a full-fledged dental | o 1 iis that the acrimony between the
JAMALPUR. Apr 6: A tor- leys of Segun Bagicha. 195 cadre members, started a : college. e

nado lashed seven villages in
Sadar thana this merning, in-

juring many villagers and bat-
tering several hundred houses,

reports UNB.

Officials said the violent
storim damaged about 900
dwelling hoyses and several
schools and madrassah besides
uprooting trees and electric
poles. -

Five of the injured were
admitted to Sadar Hospital and

Bijoynagar Road. the Karotowa
crossing ol Agargaon link road,
from the Karotowa crossing Lo
the Old Ninth Division cross-
ing and other link roads lead-
ing to the Election Comm-
ission at Agargaon,

Senior police officers held
several meetings yesterday, in-
cluding one at the DMP head-
guarters with its.commis-
sioner A N Hussain in the
chair.

The source, who preferred

total non-cooperation with the
Principal Information Officer
(P10), demanding his removal
since he is a non-cadre ap-
pointee.
A group of 70 officers yes-
terday went to the PID inside
the Secretariat to protest al-
leged authoritative harassment
of those employees who sup-
ported the anti-P1O campaign.
The association also con-
demned the depleyment of po-
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The ALCWC discussed in
detail the party's next course
of action, especially in the
wake of today's possible devel
opments.

AL chiefl Sheikh Hasina,
however, asked her colleagues
in the meeting not to disclose
anything to newsmen.

However, sources close to
the leaders attending the
meeting told The Daily Star

asked the Home Minister to
make sure the police exercise
the maximum restraint in the
lace of all provoeation from the
opposition activists

Strict vigil should be en-
sured so that none of the law
enforcing personnel provokes
the opposition activists to
break the police cordons and
barricades, the meeting felt.

Sirajganj docs

The Prime Minister saia
that the government would
consider for holding a special
BCS examination to fill-up the
vacant posts of dentists in gov-
ernment hospitals.

She also assured that the
government would provide
transport facilities and con
struct residential hostels for
the dental students soon.

The inaugural function was
also addressed by Health and
Minister

‘Our demand has beén ig-
nored as we failed to preduce a
president or a prime minis-
ter.” he quipped.

He said if the government
did not pay heed to their de-
mand by end April, the
Sylhetis would go for a total
non-cooperation movement
from May *

In reply to a question on
how vocal are the 19 MPs of
greater Sylhet district for the
cause, Gari said “we don't care

Svlhetis and non-Sylhetis was
because of the demapd for a
Svihet division.

The Sylhetis were segre-
gated in different government
offices but once upon a time
11 Deputy Commissioners out
of 17 were from

This deliberate segregation
has had an ominous on
the minds of the
Former MP Ashraf Al who

the secretary of the
parishad, said_ “if this contin-

lice at the office premises. late last night that the part . Family Welfare ; . ues, the Sylhetis retaliate
10 to local clinics. hospital anonymity, said the special BIO Ab i Rahine, Bowever.. || had hlans b iyt strike work Chowdhury Kamal Tbne Yusuf, | for our MPs." and added “the  JT4 O Sylhetis may
; - A large number of  forces would be deployed early attended office in the morning. | sets of programmes including SIRAGANJ, Apr 6: The | Deputy Health Minister Sirajul | PFOP'c are Wia e

people were glven first aid.

The aftfected villages are
Titpollah, Kamalkhan, Kama-
kkha and Paboi in Titpollah
union and Digpati, Suntia and
Koidula in Digpati union of
Sadar thana.

in the morning.

"We have our own 12 Q00
men .... all possible measures
to maintain law and order have
been taken.' said the source in
the DMP.

Police have also decided to,
block all the roads leading to

Health Day
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‘It's essential to build up an

| energetic and disease-free

a nation wide strike, holding
of a grand rally some time next
meonth and a siege of the capi-
tal.

"The final decision would
depend on the situation today,”
the source said. A top-ranking

Bangladesh Medical Associa-
tion (BMA) Sirajganj unit began
a 10-day token strike for two
hours every day in the General
Hospital and nine health
complexes of the district today
demanding trial of those who

Huq and preject director of
the Dhaka Dental College Prof
Ashraf Hossain.

Lawyers concerned
at today's siege

This movement will not
wait for anybody. he added.
‘We just want proper devel-
opment and the division would
be a means o that end.” he

emphasised .
Nurul Islam, a historian,
said the people of other dis-

Sylhetis and non-Sylhetis may
worsen."

More than 90 per cent of
the 50 thousand rickshaw-
pullers here are non-Sylhetis
and a large number of people
from other districts were en-
gaged in various businesses in

About 100 families were manpower for the soclo-eco- | Al leader. on the condition of had assaulted a doctor, reports Sylhet,
rendered homeless by the na: th€ ‘Secretariat and the |nomic development in the | anonymity, told this corre- UNB. programine SN0 DR RIAEIOES HiN. e YTaJking to The Daily Star, a
ture’s fury. Election Commission to all | country," said the Prime | gpondent, "the Leader of the Wﬂrkers Part Lawyers of the Bangladesh | Sylhetis had orchestrat- . . ss-section of Sylhetis
kinds of vehicles and passers- Minister. Opposition would announce a y ‘Supreme Ceourt Bar, Dhaka ing regionalism but the move- sl ey e :

Mirza Azam MP, in a state-
ment, urged the government
to send relief supplies to the
storm-ravaged area.

by, barring the government of-
ficials and those who would be
on emergency duties, the
source said.

The government is continu-
ing its efforts for expanding
and recasting health service to

package of agitational pro-
grammes today.’
On the question of making
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the World Bank and the IMF.
Earlier. party leader Fazle
Hossain Badshah announced a

District Bar and the Taxes Bar
Association. vyesterday ex-
pressed deep concern at to-

ment was aimed at establishing
the local government sysiem
in the country.

"We are planning to hold

Sylhetis kept their lips tight.
Babrul Hossain Babul who

was elected pourashava chair-

; day's me the . for two t nd i
g . ! m:ﬂ th""“l T}Tﬁ ddcmand of gﬂtﬂ pl T‘T'Ei;mfrt of th"f six-week-long action pro- ﬂt{thhatwmie Ilw meetings in other districts to E:Eln‘: :’“ m‘::::; ok ? J::
. mlt 0 hyblld cattle Awami League President | ment authority — the party ac-  &-2'¢ beginning with a | and democracy could be makcl pedpic T i wc; Sylhet” (Wake up. Sylhet) said
. and Leader of the Opposition | tivists would try to proceed black-flag demonsiration | ypheld only through mutual | are pioneering i the reasons fer their move-
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has also increased, reducing

the import of powdered milk -

and completely stopping the
import of egg. she added.

The country imported milk
worth Tk 300 crore in 1992-
93. The import bill marked a
decline this year, Tk 90 crore
in the first six months.

The Prime Minister hoped
private enirepreneurs would
come forward to estgblish
dairy and poultry farms by
availing the facilities provided
by the government..

She said small and medium-
scale poultry and livestock
farms have become profitable
because the government is
providing loan facilities and
su necessary materials.
Many landless families, dis-
tressed women and educated
unemployed youths have thus
succeeded in earning their
bread.

Livestock and poultry have

supply hybrid cows through
application of modern tech-
nology, she said. In the mean-
time, the government has un-
dertaken plans for establishing
livestock development farms
in Bogra, Chittagong and
Barisal. The government has
also taken measures to supply
preventive medicine for those
animals.

The funl::uﬂn was also ad-
dressed by Fisheries and
Livestock Minister Abdullah Al-
Noman, ' Secretary to the
Ministry A Z M Nasiruddin;,
president of the Dairy Farm
Owners' Assoclation Shahe
Alam and secretary general
Sirajul Hug. .

Earlier the Prime Minister
went round the exhibition and
talked to the owners and
labourers. She asked them to
inspire the people to increase

poultry and livestock farming.
The exhibition has been or-

in Jatiyva Sangsad Sheikh
Hasina said healthy citizens
were the pre-requisite for
building the nation on a sound
footing.

She said, considering the
present health-care situdtion
in the country, her party had
given emphasis on building
one health centre in each
urdon.

' The Ministry of Héalth
chalked out elaborate pro-
grammes including a rally to
be brought out today at 7.30
am from the Manik Mia Avenue

ence Centre the day's pro-
gramme will be inaugurated at
10 am by President Abdur
Rahman Biswas. Important
road islands will be decorated
with Yestoons, banners and
posters and essay competitions
will be organised at different
educational institutions. .

F

which will end at Bijoy Sarani. _,
At the Intermatiohal Confer-

. snurtes

towards the destination from
four directions.

According to another
source. the AL chief, while ad-
dressing the working commit-
tee meeting, termed today's
siege the beginning of an "all-
out agitation” for deposing the
government.

The leadership also decided
to hold an extended meeting
of the ALCWC during the the
first week of next month to
ensure the approval of the dis-
trict committees for an all-out

campaign against the govern-
ment.

Meanwhile . the policy-mak-

-ers of the ruling party met last

night to review the situation.
According to meeting
the Prime Minister

across the country on April 15
against formal signing of the
GATT agreement.

The programmes also in-
clude a mass demonstration
day en April 21, and a cam-
paign on the basis of its 11-
point demands across the
country from April 22 to April
30,

The party will start a
month-long mass signature
campaign from May 1, observe
Farakka Day on May 16-with
gherao of all thanas. land of-
fices and banks.

It will gherao the district
administrations, banks and
land offices on May 29 and or-
ganise a march towards
Parliament on June 29 with
the mass signatures in favour
of its demands.

Page 1 Col 3

Pattern of protest

ensure a congenial envi-

tolerance, reports BSS.
In a joint statement issued

| vesterday evening over two

hundred lawyers, belonging to
| these bar associations, called
for discarding the politics of

-agitation in order to consoli-

date the hard-earned democ-
racy. They urged the people to
unitedly resist any attempt for
creating anarchy when
Bangladesh was going through
a process of consolidation of
democracy and was trying to
build up the economic infras-
tructure shattered by the auto-
cratic rule:

The signatories to the
statement, include advocates
Abdur Rab Chowdhury, Ziaur
Rahman Khan, A K Mujibur
Rahman, Syed Abu Qaesar,
Joynul Abedin, Mohammad
Syedur Rahman, Mir Hashmat
Ali, Mohammad Feroz Shabh,
Mohammad Khorshed Alam,
Syed Shamim Ahsan Habib,
Mohammad Afzal Hossain and

- .

in their favour.” Nurul Islam
said.

He said the government
should have thought twice be-
fore declaring Barisal as a di-
vision. Barisal has only 2,619
sq. miles of area with a popula-
tion of 45 lakh while greater
Sylhet has 4,785 sq. miles of
area with 75 lakh people.
Sylhet's contribution to the
national exchequer is much
higher, the remittance of ex-
patriate Sylhetis is also much
higher then that of other dis-
tricts. and the Sylhetis have a
record bank deposit. Moreover
this is the only tea growing
district in the country, the
district is replete with natural
gas, fisheries and it is also a
food-surplus area. But the peo-
ple in at least 25 of the 36 dis-
tricts are still poverty-
stricken. So we want equal de-
velopment for their better-
ment, he added.

Nurul Islam said Assam: had
two divisions —, the Surma val-

ment are “disparity and ex-
ploitation.”

He alleged that some 20
iakh to 25 lakh non-Syl
had been settled in the
regions of the greater Sylhet
district but so far it had not
created any CHT-like situation.

Incumbent municipality
chairman A F M Kamal, who
does not belong to any of the
political parties but joined the
division movement, told The
Daily Star that Dhaka was being
made a mega city whereas,
Sylhet had the ability to be-
come a metr tan city.

“"We are handicapped by

pnnrh]nduandlcnauﬂhrh
he said.

In reply o a question on
why all the groups are not
standing on the same platform,
most of the group leaders said
this was due to the leadership
factor. The separate platforms,
however, did not hamper the

' Ligeds : Lo ti i movement, t
ﬂ':h!mght about a ‘revolution’ in %ar_lls:d by the Livestock Radio and televisi m,m put dugtrja]igﬂunn :‘unmcntthand F_Ef?:célli El?ieifl El;;l irevs Higun: ley: :compriscd. Sythet :and hey added.
country's economy as a re- epartment in c¢ooperation up special progra II]I[IM* and ' There are bureaucratic bot- erms, € C Hachat Rolricin Snd the V ,t 1 ”
sult of the presént govern- with the Bangladesh Poultry | ngwspﬂ ers will publish spe- tlenecks. and non-implemen- The members of the PM rev i ews valley comprised 10 d 1;{““ c! it& drsl y Emp Oyﬁes
ment's policy, she said. Industries Coordination pap! s P tation of the policies which Bangladesh business delegation rwhich et Bylhat énjoied : nd
Iﬂjuntlv: has been taken to Committee. cial supplemen sometimes create more prob- did the salesmanship in this From Page 1 Col 4 c y strike ends

'_Ioansformbasedumts
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. Reviewing the disburse-
ment position of the NCBs dur-

ing the last six months of the

current fiscal, Rahman said
t rate of GDP growth

could not be achieved thmugh

such investment.

'ﬁll:tl‘ﬂldlugoudmdthl:'

figures are also encouraging.

But it is not enough. we have

to increase investment," he
said asking the NCBs to dis-
'burse more loans to the indus-
trial seetor in the absence of
development financing institu-
tions.

The Finance Minister noted
with dissatisfaction that huge
amounts of equity remained
unutilised in the banks when
entrepreneurs were not get-
ting credit due to 'dilly-dally’
by a section of bankers. |

These days people are very

past, he added, the future en-
trepreneurs should not suffer.

"You have to take risk but a

calculative risk. If you fail to
cater to the needs of the peo-
ple: close your shop, you
shouldn't femain in business."

On privatisation of the

NCBs, the Finance Minister
expressed 'a lot of future in the
nationalised banking sector.'
He said the NCBs can play an
effective role in building the

. national economy by gearing
up their credit activities.

. In this g¢ontext, Saifur
Rahman stressed the need for
computerising the banks,

training and re-training of
bankers and introducing new
schemes for the benefit of the
people.

He also emphasised on

. strengthening and making ef-
fective the bank consortium to

An exhibition on oral h
giene will be arranged at
Osmani Auditorium on Friday.
[t will remain open from 10
am to 5 pm for the visitors.

The teachers and students
of the Dhaka Dental College
will organise special pro-
grammes bn oral hygien

schools of the city.

According to the WHO offi-
cials in Dhaka, chewing to-
bacco and smoking cause oral

oral cancer is alarming in

Bangladesh. .
Matin hopes
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League and Jatiya Party.

Earlier, the Home Minister
held a nearly two-hour meet-
ing with top officials of the po-
lice administration. It is be-
lieved that the police strategy
to tackle the opposition's
planned siege figured promi-

Friday and Saturday in some .

cancer and the percentage of

Iem,-z-. than the political unrest

1 in the industrialisation of the
L country, Mahhubur Rahman

said. .

Even some °‘small’ things
discourage the investors spe-
cially the foreign “en-
trepreneurs, he said. -

In this regard. he referred
to a photograph published in a

| Japanese newspaper showing a

demonstration by the Muslim
hardliners in Dhaka demand-

| ing the government declare

the Ahmadiya community
members non-~-Muslims.

Mahbubur Rahman said this
photograph had a negative
impact on the Japanese in-
vestors about the investment
climate in Bangladesh.

The news conference, or-
ganise by the FBCCI to brief
the press about the out come
of the recent visit of the
Bangladeshi business team to
Japan, was also addressed by
the Prime Minister's special
envoy M Morshed Khan. It was

context.

He said the Japanese hav.rf:
shown keen interest about
Bangladesh as a potential in-
vestment site for relocation of
their sunset industries in view
of saturating investment levels
in the ASEAN countries and
growing labour costs in many
other Asian economies.

“To attract such FDIs
(Foreign Direct Inuestments)
in real operational terms, we
‘'will have to streamline things

von many fronts to bridge the

gaps between the govern-

ment's stated liberal policies

and their implementation.”
Mahbubur Rahman said.

The country’'s environment
would have to be improved
further to demonstrate its so-
clo-political stability.

Mahbubur Rahman said the
Japanese have appreciated the
present investment opportuni-
ties now being provided in

Bangladesh and there are rea- -

sons to be hopeful about the

| the ruling party's front nrgﬁni—

sations.

The source declined to
elaborate. :

Party Secretary General
Abdus Salam Talukder, Home
Minister Abdul Matin Chow-
dhury, Communications Minis-
ter Oli Ahmed, Works Minister
Rafiqul Islam Miah, Foreign
Minister Mostafizur Rahman,
Labour Minister Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan and Commerce Minis-
ter Shamsul Islam attended
the meeting.

When contacted by tele-
phone Salam Talukder told
The Daily Star that the gov-
ernment should ensure law
and order for the sake of peace
and development of the coun-

And if the opposition par-
ties claim themselves to be re-
sponsible organisations they
should register their protest
peacefully. -

Talukder said the opposi-

{ Jatiya

the status of a division until
1947 when it was with Assam.
He said the university now
in Chittagong was originally
planned to be set up in Sylhet.
A number of offices had
been shifted from Sylhet. The
Tea Board is still in Chittagong.
The authorities ordered the
closure of the diploma course
in the eountry's oldest forest
.school in Sylhet. It was also
planned to shut down the
Fenchuganj Fertilizer Factory
but for the movement of the

people.

“Why we have to struggie
for our right share?” he asked.
The establishment of a univer-
sity in Sylhet and slight devel-
opment of the airport gave the
Party of deposed
President H M Ershad a firm
footing in the region.

In the 1991 general elec-
tions in greater Sylhet, the
Jatiyar Party got seven seats out
of 19 as against only one seat
won by the ruling BNP. The

Classes and administrative
work in the Dhaka University
could not be held yesterday as
the Inter-University Emp-
loyees' Unity Council observed
a two-day strike in all the
universities of the country
from Tum:}'. reports UNB.

New fertiliser
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"Invention of Sarna is a fol-

low-up of Prof Bremer's re-
search and the new fertiliser
will help a tree to absorb the
natural ingredients of soil,” Dr
Khaleque added. He said he
has tested the fertiliser in dif:
ferent districts.

Prof Bremer was awarded
Knighthood by the Queen of
Britain in 1992 for his re-
search work in Bangladesh.

Dr Khaleque, who is still a
student of the Univetsity of
London, now on leave for re-
search work, has established a
mini factory in Chittagong for

oty : e SHME ihe ceodlt siaks by:fhe ' FDI flow into the country if the . Le t seats, commercial production of
said adding, " acing nently during the meeting. attended by other members of . tion had been blaming the gov Awami League got eigh )
::re criticism f:::!mf varin: DELINY ST I soling up Puzirlcc suErcc:a said the au- the delegation including MCCI  socio- political and law ande | o, hent for its failure in vari- | while the Ganatantri Party, the Sama

quarters due to your failure in
lending money to many gen-
uine loan seekers.” The minis-

ter advised the bankers to do

of investment appraisal units
in banks for quick disposal of
loan applications. ,

In his speech, Finance
Sécretary Nasimuddin Ahmed

thorities would step up secu-
rity measures to ward off any
‘troubles during the siege pro-

gramme.

President Latifur Rahman,
former DCCI President ATM
Waziullah, President of the
Foreign Investors' Chamber of
Commerce and Industry

order situations remain satis-
. v

Mahbub said the visit to
Japan of the 30-member busi-
ness delegation with Prime

ous development programmes,
including the economic re-

forms. But as opposition par-
ties they, too, have some re-
sponsibility towards making

CPB and the 10J one each.
“The situation may worsen
if the t fails to read

the pulse of the people of this
area before the coming elec-

The present capacity of his
factory can meet one to two
per cent of total fertiliser re-
quirement for 22 million acres
of country's agricultural land.

The main opposition Awami .
dmand -base banking. expressed satisfaction over the ; Minister Begum- Khaleda Zia said. On the other hand, 70 per
| FICCI) Mahbiib Jamil, former nis gu the count rosperous, he | tions,” he
Rahman ssid the bankers progress of nancial seclor | Leagve has planncd o lay o | (FICCN Manbub Jami. former - W Lo or | (he country prospe Phe brime  Ministers cont mgredients of Sama e
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lEl:cLinn Commission Secre-
tariat.
Both announced the pro-

gramme to press for the resig-

nation of BNP government and

a. neutral caretaker govern-
ment.

early parllamentary polls under

Shafiqul Islam, Zafar Ahmed
and Iftekhar Alam.

“We, in the private sector
n Bangladesh, do strongly feel
that the Japanese overseas in-
vestors can consider Bang-
ladesh ag an ideal place for
investment provided we can

. largely depend on

Bangladesh from its existing
level of 132 million US dollars
in total (except KAFCO) and in
the bilateral trade between two
countries would, however,
effective
follow-up actions, particularly
by Bangladesh. he added.

atmos in Bangladesh.

“If it is a responsible oppo-
sition it should help maintain
the , peace,” Talukder said,
adding: "If they want to embar-

rass the ruli rty it would
in the long ruI:]fli.E al:l':n ruinous

for the country.

a negative impact on the peo-
ple of Sylhet.

The Finance Minister had
said that by getting the status
of a division Sylhet would only
get a Divisional Commissioner

and a DIG. Nothing more.
“He should know that the

ents, Dr Khaleque added.

The Agro Trading Syndicate
took the charge of marketing

the product through the Fede-
ration of Rural Cooperative
Societies which has 75 thou-
sand branches at the village
level.



