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BNP secretaries’
meet Apr 11

A meeting of the secretaries
of the national executive

committee of the Bangladesh
Jatiyatabadi Dal (BNP) will be
held on April 11 at 4 pm at the

party ceniral office in Dhaka.
Party Secretary General Abdus
Salam Talukder has requested
all concermed to attend the
meeting. reports BSS.

Tk lcr smuggled
goods seized

DINAJPUR, Apr 6: The
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) seized

a huge gquantity of Indian .

sinuggled goods worth about
Tk 1 crore from the border

arcas of the district during
January-March this year and
arrested 11 alleged smugglers.

Ashraf Hasan
called back

Ashraf Hasan, the
Commercial Counsellor in
Bangladesh embassy in Tokyo,
has been called back as his
performance was found unsat-
isfactory, official sources said
yesterday. An officer of the
Commerce Ministry, Hasan has
been asked to return to Dhaka
within a week. reports UNB.
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The government and the
major vpposition parties stand
face to face in the city today
with the former bent on pre-
venting the latter from staging
agitations around the central
Secretariat and the Election
Commission office.

The opposition parties, on
their part, are firm to go ahead
with their planned amme
of siege of the Secretarial and
the Election Commission
premises.

The largest opposition "in
parliament, the Awami League

(AL), is likely to begin a siege
of the central Secretariat at 10

——

am while the second largest
opposition party the Jatiya
Party (JP), will agitate in front
of the EC office after holding a
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By Staff Correspondent

at the Panthapath near
Sunnrgaun Hotel, also at ten
this morning.

The opposition parties had
planned the agitations with a
view to mounting pressure on
the Khaleda Zia government to
quit and for immediate parlia-
mentary polls under a neutral,
caretaker government.

The government, in a bid to
ward off possible trouble, has
already imposed a 24-hour ban
starting at midnight last night
on all kinds of assembly. meet
ings and processions arnund
the two government institu-
tions. Heavy contingents of law
enforcing personnel have been

ed around the Secre-
tariat and the EC.

Home Minister Abdul Matin

‘Politicians must c

today

. Working Committee,

siege

Chowdhury. in a statement is-
sued to the press yesterday,
also urged the opposition par-
ties to observe their pro-
grammes peacefully outside
the police barricades.

The government yesterday
also asked the officials of the
central Secretariat to report at
their respective offices by 6
am while, the EC authorities
have asked their employees to
reach the office by 7 this
morning.

Meanwhile, the AL Central
in an
emergency meeting yesterday.
resolved to make its scheduled
agitations around the Secre-
tariat a complete success ‘at
any cost'.

See Page 12 Col 4
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situation
By Staff Correspondent |,

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zja late last night held
an emergency meeting with
her senior cabinet colléagues
and reviewed the latest situa-
tion of the opposition-planned
siege around the Secretariat
today.
"We have decided to tackle
the situation calmly and cooly,”
one senior minister who at-
tended the 90-minute meeting
which began at 9 pm told The
Daily Star. requesting anony-
mity.

The law enforcing agencies
have been asked to show ut-

most restraint but at the same -
he |

time {o maintain peace,
said. -

Another source said the
meeting also discussed the
newly-announced central bod-

" ies and the ways and means to

develop cooperation among
See Page 12 Col 6

Forces deployed
to foil siege

By Staff Correspondent “

The Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (DMP) has taken all
preparations to tackle the
planned siege of the
Bangladesh Secretariat and the
Election Commission office by
major opposition parti€s today.

Para-military forces — the
BDR, armed police battalion
and Ansars will be deployed at
different city points to aid the
city police force resist all pro-
cessions towards the two ma-
government offices,
according to a top level police
SOUrce.

To cordon off the
Secretariat and the Election
I:mnmlsalﬂn the law enforcing
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pattern of protest’

8y Staff Correspondent

President of the Federation
of Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI) Mahbubur Rahman
yesterday said the political
parties would have to change
the pattern of their protest for

the greater interest of the
country .
The protests through

strikes and sieges are seriously
affecting the country's invest-
ment climate by discouraging
both local and foreign in-
vestors from investing in the
industrial sector, he said,
when asked to comment on
today's Secretariat siege pro-
gramme called by the opposi-
tion parties at a time when a
Japanese business delegation
is on a visit to observe the in-
vesiment opporiunities In
Bangladesh

*Those who are now in the
opposition may be in power in
future and they would have to
face similar problems if such

“said at a

" the FBCCI chief
press briefing at the
conference hall of the federa-
tion yesterday.
“We told the Leader of the
the same thing and
she agreed that the demon-
strations should be held in a
disciplined manner.” he said.
However, discipline cannot be
maintained in such cases be-
cause the top leaders have lit-
tle control over the lower level
-activists during such demon-
strations.
For this, Mahbub said, the
behavioural pattern of the
will have to change

practices
mediately

if they really want a congenial

investment atmosphere in the

The FBCCI chief also said
the political problem is not,
however, the only and
not even the main problem
impeding investment and In-

See Page 12 Col 4
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Opp(}bill{_}n to
maintain peace,
hopes Matin

Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury yesterday ex-
pressed the hope that peace
and discipline would be main-
tained during the opposition’'s
programme in the city today.

“We hope the opposition
will maintain peace during
their programme,” Chowdhury
told UNB in the evening after a
lengthy meeting with high po-
lice officials at his Secretariat
office.

Asked to comment on op-
position criticism that gov-
ernment restrictions on meet-
ings and processions are un-
democratic and unconstitu-
tional, the Home Minister said,
"What we are doing are within
the purview of law.”

The government has taken
steps to-protect life and prop-
erty of the people, he said.

The minister, however, de-
clined to elaborate the gov-
ernment measures to face the
planned siege by the Awami

See Page 12 Col 3

SHAWAL 25,

dsquare, ar»
uare art}' H

rt azar te. the
12 2 ’

@The Daily Star £

DHAKA THURSDAY APRIL 7,

o —— R R, vk W Tl BN ek L

1414 HIJRI

P ““" Marble Tiles
o WAt Lesser Price

12 PAGES PRICE TAKA 4.00

Prime Minister Begam
poultry exhibition at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar in the city yesterday.
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Khaleda Zia visiting the stalls after mauguratnig a livestock and
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Govt to encourage import | World Health
- of hybrid cattle : PM

The government will pro--
vide total transport cost for
the import of hybrid cows as
incentive for expansion of
modern dairy farming in the
country, Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia announced
vesterday, reports UNB, '

She said this while inaugu-
rating a three-day poultry and
livestock exhibition 'at the
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar in the
city. The fair aims at inspiring
people to establish dairy and
poultry farms in the country.

The government now bears
50 per cent of the import cost.

Begum Zia hoped this live-
gfock fair would help instil

confidence and tht spirit
the f
r:a i{:nti hunge
"D'ur runun:et_ m limited.
e want to improve the con-

ition @f people -by ensuring
nptim utﬂtsatinn of the

; tl:nr:liig policies,”

scarce resources,” the Prime
Minister said and stressed the

need for programmes on pri-,

ority basis for progress of the
couhtry. The government has
already undertaken pro-
grammes in the prnspcctlvc
sectors, she added.

The Prime Minister uaid
her government has. given a
boost to activities in the live-
stock sector to turn animal
husbandry into a commercial
venture and was going to make
it a success through achieving
self-reliance in dairy product
and increasing employment
opportunities.

About 11,000 dairy and
31,000 poultry farms have al-
¥ ready been set up in the coun-
try as a result of "our produc-
tion-oriented @#hd credit-ex-
Begum Zia
the gathering. '
Production of milk and egg
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Non-gcwt schdoi
college teachers'

strike today
By Staff Correspondent

Teachers of the country's
non- ment schools and
colleges observe a day-long
strike today to press home
their 15-point charter of de-
mands.

The demands include:
Inclusion of the non-govern-
ment teachers in the national
pay-scale, formation of a
trustee board for the teachers
and removal of disparity in tu
Jtion fees between the gov-
ernment and non-government
educational institutions.

The strike call was given
earlier by the Teachers Cen-
tral Action Liaison Commitiee,
a body of six organisations of
the non-government schools
and colleges

The teachers also demon-
strated before the offices of
the Deputy Commissioners
(DCs) and submitted memo
randa last Monday.

Sylhetls determined to

realise division

Ty

At a time when acrimony
and bitterness in national poli-
tics have reached a head, lead-
ers in greater Sylhet have
managed to real a consensus to
realise their common demand
of establishing an administra-
tive division in Sylhet.

As many as 11 different or-
ganisations including the rul-
ing Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) and the largest
opposition Awami League have
been observing similar pro-
grammes towards their com-
mon goal.

Talking to The Daily Star
the leaders of different groups
explained the aims and objec-
tives of the movement and the
reasons why the people ol
Sylhet wamt & separate division.

"We cannot be outcasts in
the society, noe matter which
party we belong to.” senlor
BNP leader Fateh Younus Khan
said

~_ Asiuzzaman, back from Sylhét

He said that the people of
greater Sylhet had a distinct
culture which gives them a
separate identity. Without the
formation of a division it is not
possible to upheld that iden-
tity, he added.

He said the Sylhetis were
united for the creation of a di-
vision and that he had in-
formed*the central leaders of
his party in Dhaka about the

popular demand.

Awdami league leader Dewan
Farid Gazi whois leading a
large group under the banner
of the Action Council for
Establishing Sylhet Division
and Development of Greater
Sylhet, said "In fact the move-
ment to set up a division has
been continuing since 1948
when we voted at a referen-
dum to be with Pakistan.”

"We were promised that
Sylhet would be treated as a

See Page 12 Col 7

Local scientist evolves a low-cost,
high-quality fertiliser

Barna. a newly evolved low
priced fertiliper can revolu
tionise the country s agricul
ture sector. it was claimed at a
press conference in the city
yesterday

"A farmer can get 23
maunds of paddy per bigha by
using only 800 grams of Sama
fertiliser which will cost Tk 90
only.” Dr Abdul Khaleque, who
evolved the new fertiliser, told
reporters at the press ponfer-
ence.

Currently, the farmers have
to use 40 to 55 kg of chemical

fertiliser per bigha to produce
20 maunds of paddy. It costs a

By Staff Correspondent
farmer Tk 470 to 525, he
added .

The press conference was
convened to mark the formal
marketing of the new fertiliser
which the Bangladeshi scien
tist had produced after ﬂght

of research.

‘It is a phyto-hormone in-
ducer with required micro-nu-
trient which has little side-ef-

fect to the spil.,” said Dr
Khalegque who did his PhD
from the of London
in 1974.

A noted scientist, Dr
Abdullah al-Muti Sarfuddin and
a former Vice-Chancellor of

Agriculture University, Prof
Aminul Huq were also present
at the news conference.

Dr Khaleque said his prod
uct is a sort of natural fertliser
while the chemiocal fertiliser is
a combination of nitrogen,
phosphorus and potassium

Dr Khaleque said he was in-
spired by a British scientist
Prof H Bremer who revealed
after a four-year research since
1985 that food-growing crops
cannot absorb the micro-nutri-

ent like copper. bronze etc
available in the soil of
Bangladesh.

Sée Page 12 Col B

| NCBs asked to ease lending terms

for medium, agro-based units

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman yesterday asked the
country's nationalised com
mercial banks (NCBs) to gear
up investment in rural, agro
based and medium scale indus
tries by decentralising the dis
bursement authority, reports
UNB.

"Agriculture and medium
scale industries are the main
sirength of our economy.” he
saild while addressing a con-
ference of senior officials of
four nationalised banks at the

Osmany Memorial Hall in the

afternoon.

Finance Secretary Nasimu-
ddin Ahmed, Sonali Bank
Chairman Dr Igbal Mahmud

'8

and Rupali Bank Chairman
Azizur Rahman MP also spoke
on the occasion

Chatrman and managing di-
rectors of different commer
cial banks, senior officials of
the Sonali, Janata, Agrani and
Rupali banks from across the
country and branch managers
of the banks from Dhaka divi
ston attended the conference.

Emphasising on the decen
tralisation of bank authority In
making leriding decisions up
to a certain ceiling,. Rahman
said small and medium credits
are important in building up a
strong rural economy by set-
ting up small industries as well
as poultry and livestock farms.

He said the government has
already -disbursed Tk 350
crore through the Grameen
Bank in the current fiscal and
plans to disburse another Tk
150 crore during the year

"The Grameen Bank has ex
panded its rural credit by 100
per cent in last eight months.®
the minister said and lauded
the role of the bank. He called
upon all other commercial
banks to follow the example

Calling the NCBs 'peoples
banks, he said any credibility
gap between branch managers
and regional managers should
be narrowed for decentralising
the lending mechanism

See Page 12 Col 1

Byf Staa Correspondent

The World Health Day will
be observed today amid cam-
paigns for better oral health
for all.

The theme of this year's
World Health Day is “oral
health for a healthy life.”

President Abdur Rahman .
Biswas in a message yesterday
said preventive measures
against oral diseases should be
strengthened through creating
awareness among the people.

The President said oral

health improvement should be
mandatory to ensure "Health

for All by the year 2000."

‘The problem' of  teeth and
mouth has increased due to
lack of scientific health knowl-
edge and ind Eﬂpe towards
health ca ple should

made are uf nrai health

rid of this problem"
Prime. Mtister Begum Khaledg
Zia sald ir a message yester-
day
See Page 12 Col 3 -~ '

WP holds rally,
announces
programme

By Staff Correspondent

Rashed Khan Menon, MP,
yesterday urged the people to
reject the BNP government for
its 'subservience to the World
Bank and IMF" and elect a gov-
ernment of the poor.

Addressing a big rally
organised by the Bangladesh
Workers' Party, he also de-
manded that future elections
be held under a caretaker gov-
ernment (o ensure fair voting.

The rally, presided by Amal
Sen, was addressed by party
president Abul Bashar. Fazle
Hossain Badshah, Bimal
Biswas, Tipu Biswas, Abdul
Matin, Saiful Haq, Md Shah
Alam and Kamrul Hasan.

The rally. held at the
Bangabandhu Avenue, was or-
ganised to protest the
"economic exploitation by cap-
italists and imperialists like
the World Bank and IMF." all
black laws, communal pelitics,
terrorism and the govern-
ment's subservience towards

See Page 12 CnI‘E
Myanmar-Bangladesh
border area rocked

CHIANG MAI, Thailand,
Apr 6: A powerful earthquake
measuring 6.0 on the Richter
scale hit a border region be-
tween Myanmar and
Bangladesh today. the Thai
Seismological Institute re-
ported.

There were no immediate
reports of casualties or
from the quake, which the in-
stitute said a centred
840 km (520 miles) northwest
of its measuring station at
Chiang Mai in mnerthern
Thailand.

A quake of that magnitude
can cause widespread damage
and loss of life in an area upto
200 km (125 miles) from the

epicentre,
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