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Palestinian self-rule =
talks run into trouble "'" =4

CAIRO, Apr 5: Efforts lo
launch Palestinian self-rule ran
into trouble here today because
of Israel's footdragging over
army withdrawal plans and its
tough stand on Palestinian

prisoners, Pl.ﬂ officials
chnmul reports AFP

On the ground, the return
of a of 26 Palestinian ex-
iles made a false start after the
Israell authorities on the West
Bank refused to allow in sev-
eral of their relatives.

General Nasr Yussef, the
future police commander in
the self-rule areas, accused
Israel of refusing to set a date
for handing over authority to
the Palestinian police force to
be deployed in Jericho and
Gaza.

"We are to take over
immediately our responsibili-
ties.” but "the Israelis are not
being serious,” he told -
ists on the third day of negoti-
ations which started amid op-
timism from both sides.

"Until now they refuse to
set a date for the start
of their withdrawal,” he said.
a cal-

proposed
endar for completing this pull-

out in three weeks but haven't
set a date for the start of the
operation,” he said.

"They also refuse to agree
on a timetable for the arrival of
the Palestinian police force in
* Gaza and Jericho.” ,
Chief PLO negotiator Nabil

Shaath complained meanwhile

that lsrael’'s refusal to free
members of Palestinian groups

hostile to the peace process,
including the Islamic militants

of Hamas, was ‘'crealing a
problem.” '
The Palestine Liberation

Organisation cannot accept
"discrimination between one
group and another” as it must
"assume responsibility for all
the Palestinians,” Shaath said.
But he added that the two
sides would still try to settle
the problem within two days.

Israel has released more
than 1,000 prisoners out of
some 10,000 since the auton-
omy accord was signed last
September in Washington. but
those arrested since then ex-
ceed the number released,
Palestinian sources say.

In Jerusalem, Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin cooled
speculation of an imminent
meeting with Yasser Arafat
saying he wanted to be suré of
sealing an accord before seeing
the PLO leadetr again.

"It is preferable to prepare
for such a meeti to make
sure it is not a fallure and ends
in an agreement.” Rabin told
state radio.

"Those who think that in
two or three days we can work
a trick to wrap up everything
are wrong or do not know the
real position.”

5 die in Jessore
- road mishap

From Our Correspondent
JESSORE, Apr 5: Five peo-
ple were killed and seven
others injured when a bus col-
lided head-on with a tempo on
Jessore-Satkhira road at
Bekerytala under Monirampur
thana in the district this
afternoon. '

According to police, one
died on the spot while
four others succumbed to in-
juries at Jessore Sadar
Hospital. The dead are identi-
fied as Abdur Razzak, 25,
Moslem, 24, Sahabuddin, 45,
and Shahidul, 21. ©One could
not be identified immediately.
The injured were admitted
to the Sadar hospital.
Police seized the bus but its
drh'u‘ I'.'Il‘l'lped A case has

E}ian held for

~ raping minor

girl in city

College Hospital

~ (DMCH]) Monday night.
Witnesses said, Illmq

+ picked up Atiya from a |

-herulhtmbathiug
and took her to the empty

Mizan terms ban
'unconstitutional’

Acting Chairman of the
Jatiya Party Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury yesterday con-
demned the ban imposed on
'‘peaceful demonstration' in
front of the Election
Commission by his party to-
morrow, reports UNB.

In a statement, Chowdhury |

described the government
step as 'undemocratic and un-
constitutional' and said his
party's scheduled amme
would remain unch

"It's our constitutional and
democratic right to organise
meeting, rally and procession,”
Mizan said. He quoted Article
37 of the Constitution.

‘Meanwhile, an emergency
meeting of the JP Presidium
and Central Working Com-
mittee will be held today at 10
am at the residence of Mizan
‘Chowdhury to review the
situation arising out of the
restriction on his party's

Election Commission Sec-

‘ retariat gherao programme.
Libya to support

klstan on

Kashmir issue

ISLAMABAD, Apr 5: Libyan
foreign minister today assured
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto
of his country’'s support for
Pakistan on Kashmir issue, re-

Omar Mustafa Al-Muntaser,
currently visiting here,’ called
on the premier and said that
Libya would support Pakistan
stand on Kashmir issue at all
forums. :

The premier informed Al-
Muntaser about the atrocities
and human rights violations
committed by the Indian
forces in Kashmir and the
need to maintain international
pressure on India to ease such
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The Prnknch: HCS Central Action Cuunnl hrnuzht out a procession in the city yuterdu}'
demanding implementation of their 17-point demands.

" Prokrichi-BCS
From Page 1 Col 7

for their demands.
Prokrichi-BCS Central
Action Council, the platform of
the professionals, sponsored a
procession In the capital
which marched towards the
Secretariat and staged a
demonstration.
"People-professionals,
unite.” "Scrap the bureau-
cracy.” chanted the marchers
who were halted by the police
near the Jatiya Press Club.
Speaking at the rally, which

' took place at the Engineers

Institution premises. leaders
of the Action Council warned
that they would start a three-
day strike from June 14 if
their demand of restructuring
the administration was not ac-
cepted by June 11.

The Prokrichi leaders
blamed the members of the
BCS administration cadre for
all backwardness of the coun-
try and said that this cadre was
being used as a tool to exploit
people.

In a brief address, Dr M A
Majed, the Action Council
chairman, said that an imme-
diate reform of the existing
bureaucracy was most urgent
for the country.

He alse warned of non-co-
operation if the government
failed to start the re-structur-
ing. which is the 'demand of
the nation'.

Different government and
autonomous wore
a deserted yesterday as
the professionals stayed away
from their duties.

However, emergency ser-
vices ke hospitals, water,
power, electricity, and gas re-
mained out of the purview of
the work abstention.

In the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital, emergency
medical teams treated the pa-
tients. No classes were held at
the Dhaka Medical College.

The Secretariat functioned .

normally during the work ab-
sfention.

Meanwhile, the
Administration Cadre Action
Council organised a

inside the Secretariat where

speakers condemned the agi-
tation programme of the
Prokrichi.

They called upon the gmr-
ernment officials to carry out
their duties

Meanwhile, mcmhcra of the
BCS General Education

|-hsn-ociatinn also observed a

day-long strike and staged

demonstrations at different
of the country.

Our Staff Correspondent

| from Barisal adds: Teachers of

19 government colleges in six
districts under Barisal division
‘observed a strike yesterday in
line with the decision of the
BCS General Education
Teachers Association, Barisal
regional unit. -

'} Indian SC asks

EC to shut up

NEW DELHI, Apr 5: An
election commissioner who
has launched a one-man cru-
sade against: widespread cor-
ruption in India has been told
by the Supreme Court to slow
down and shut up, reports AP.

Ir a country where hired

hoods often intimidate voters

on election day, and even walk
EWE}F with ballot boxes whcn

hey feel opponents might win, °

b o trying to clean

up the polls.

He has told states to ap-
point honiest police officers to
guard polling booths and law-
abiding officials to count the
ballots. He has demanded that
the federal government pro-
vide ideritity cards to all voters
so that impersonators stop

.mﬂnghaﬂnta.

Seshan even has ordered

lp:ﬂltk:alparﬁesmclunupﬂl

the posters and graffiti they
spread around town during

'Iéiﬂ:tm.

All this has caused many
politicians to complain — in-
cluding the federal
ment, which says it can't afford
ID cards in a nation of 880
miillion people.

But the government of
Andhra Pradesh state went

Supreme Court te restrain

| Seshan.

— Star photo

BCS

rn- |

even further, it appealed to the {

Planning process

From Page 1 Col 5

attended by the officials and
other people concerned at the
thana level including teachers,
doctors, engineers. lawyers,
farmers, traders and women
representatives, The time-
frame of the next plan will be
fixed on the basis of the peo-
ple’s opinions.

Begum Zia sald her gov-
ernment believed that the at-
tainment of overall develop-
ment of the country was not
possible without the participa-
tion of the people in the pro-
cess of plan formulation.

“People are the source of all
power. Therefore, we want to
ensure the implementation of
the hopes and aspirations of
the people by reflecting those

in the development planning.”
she said.

The Prime Minister regret-
ted that no step was taken any-
time during pre-and post-in-
dependence periods to assess
their demands by going down
to the doorsteps of the com-
mon men.

Giving detalls about the idea
of participatory planning, she
said the main basement of a
plan would be constructed
from the village, union, thana
and district levels. Begum Zia
said the objectives. priorities
and strategies of the develop-

' ment plan would be deter-

mined at the local level while
the plan would be formulated
in the light of local problems
and resources.

"Because, she argued, the
problems, demands and re-
sources of different places
were not alike and the pro-

. duction facilities were also

different in different places.
“That is why we have given
so much importance to this

-aspect of local level planning

process. As.a result the opin-
jon of the people will be re-

. flected in the plan. Their at-

tachment -to it will increase.
The participation of the com-
mon people in the implemen-
tation will be ensured.
Therefore, people will become
the active force for the formu-
lation and implementation of a
plan,” she said.

Zia said the objec-
tive of this local-level-oriented
planning was to create aware-
ness among the rural people,
engage their consciousness
and intelligence in judging
their own good and bad, in-
crease their capabilities to
analyse their own condition
and raise confidence in their
work skill.

She said all these capabili-
ties and ideas of the people
organised through the local
institutions would be assimi-
lated in the national plan.

This process. the Prime
Minister said was the grass-

roots peopllsﬂ participatory or

Terming economic and so-
clal justice as people's consti-
tutional rights, Begum Zia re-
gretted development targets
could not be realised in the
past due to the lack of political
stability, failure in determining
priorities, dependence on for-
eign assistance and absence of
participatory system despite
three five-year plans and a
two-year plan had already been
implemented in the country
after independence and Fourth
Five-Year Plan was now in its

- final year of implementation to

realise that right and attain
national development.

“You. are aware, when we
took office the Fourth Five-
Year Flan had already started.
Our political commitments
were not reflected in it. We
have put our efforts to reflect
our political commitmenfts
through each year's national
budget within that plan.,” she
pointed out.

Citing her government's
successes attained during the
past three years with the
fullest cooperation of the peo-
ple of the country, Begum Zia
said the rate of inflation and
revenue deficit had now been
on the lowest level while one-
third of the annual develop-
ment programme is now been
financed by our own resources.

The Prime Minister said
her government was now ac-
tive to attain a high rate of
growth utilising the current
stable and accountable eco-
nomic environment of the
country.

She termed rural economy
as the base of our economic
power, saying we have a
promising agricultural sector
and our economic base could
be strengthen by formulating a
proper plan and financing
method to best utilise this vi-
tal sector.

Begum Zia observed that
through its best utilisation, the
savings rate of the rural people
could be increased while the
rate of unemployment could be
reduced and that was why it
was necessary to involve the
rural labour force into the pra
duction process.

She' called upon the local
people to highlight their

' problems and suggest the ways

to resolve those, saying: "Tell
the means to mobilise re-
sources and take the respon-
sibilities of your development.”

The Prime Minister said
her rnment could mate-
rialise the dream of the people
to build a poverty free self-re-

liant Bangladesh if all. espe-

cially. the rural people actively
took part in the process of de-
velopment planning and its
implementation.

"We have begun that initia-
tive. Let us put all our efforts to
attain that cherished t&rget

‘hﬂttum up plan. she said.
Pagie 1 Cnl 4 development works .under-
laid on April 10. The bridge  taken by the government,

would usher in a new era of
development in the region.
The BNP government has
taken initiatives to explore and
extract mineral resources from
Barapakuria. When the project

‘work begins hundreds of peo-

ple of greater Dinajpur would

get employment opportunities.
She said the late president

‘Ziaur Rahman had taken up

the project but work was sus-
led after his assassination.
She said, the unilateral

Ganges through the Farakka
barrage was causing immense
sufferings to the people of
Bangladesh. She urged the
people to become vocal and to
protest the withdrawal of wa-

ter from an international river.

The BNP government has
raised the issue at the
United Nations to draw the
attention of the world com-
munity, she added. Begum Zia
said the government would,
however, try to alleviate the
sufferings of the people by in-
stalling deep-tubewells and
undertaking canal digging pro-
S.

The Prime Minister said
the people are now able (o
manage “dal-bhat” every day,
which testifies to the success
of the BNF's politics of devel-
opmernt.

Giving a long list of other

. Abdul Malek, Th
withdrawal of water of the ;

Begum Zia noted with regret
that some opposition parties
had started boycotting
Parliament in order to create
unnecessary problems for the
country.

Chaired by Pirganj thana
BNP president Ansarul Alam
Maina, the meeting was also
addressed by Minister for Law
and Justice Mirza Golam Hafiz,
Roushan Elahi MP, Mozahar
Hossain MP, local leader Dr
Qis-
trict BNP president A Mirza
Fakrul Islam Alamgir, Abdul
Hafiz MP, Khurshid Jahan Huq
MP and Pirganj thana BNP
general secretary Zahidur
Rahman.

Mirza Golam Hafiz said the
opposition parties do not like
the people of the country to
live in peace. So, they try to
create one problem after an-
other.

Khurshid Jahan Huq said,
"We failed to get a single seat
pur district

the rcglondldnnt suffer be-
cause the Prime Minister had a

'soft corner’ for Dinajpur. She
hoped the people of Dinajpur
would vote for the BNP in the
next parliamentary polls con-
sidering the development
works now underway in the

region.

12 hurt as CU
shuttle train
derails

CHITTAGONG, Apr 5 At
least 12 students were injured
when two of a
shuttle train of the
University derailed at Bibirhat,
8 km from Chittagong railway
station, this afiernoon, reports
BSS.

Uhiversity and railway
sources said the shuttle train
carrying students from the
university was proceeding to-
wards Chittagong Suddenly
last two compartments of the

train derailed at Bibirhat at
around 4.15 pm.

As a result. 12 occupants of
the compartments including
injured. Some panic-stricken
students jumped from the
train. As the train was running
at a slow speed, a serious acci-
dent was averted, the sources
said.

The train communications
h-ct'ttn Chittagonhg and
| Nazirhat was snapped till filing
of this report. The front com-
partmentis of the train were
brought to Sholoshahar raflway

junction.

Varsity employees'’
strike begins
By Staff Correspondent

The Inter-University Empl-
oyees' Council began a two-day
strike in all the universities of
the cquntry yesterday.

No classes were held at the
Dhaka University yesterday.

The Dhaka University cen-
tral library and the administra-
tive building remained under
lock and key.

Two Jubo Dal
leaders get
5 yrs RI each

SIRAJGANJ, Apr 5. Two
Jube Dal leaders were sen-
tenced today te five years rig-
orous imprisonment each for
ransacking the TNO office of
Shahjadpur thana, reports
UNB. -

They are Amir Hossain alias
Sabuj and A K M Habibul Huq
Sabbir. Seven others were ac-
quitted of the charges.

The two convicts were also
fined Tk 1.000 each or serve
three months more in prison
in default.

Pak Attorney-Gen
resigns

ISLAMABAD, Apr 5: Pak-
istan's Attorney-General Fakh-
ruddin Ibrahim and his deputy
have resigned over differences
with the government, news-
papers said today, reports AFP.

Ibrahim amnd his assistant
Mumtaz Al Mirza were ap-
pointed by Prime Minister
Benazir Bhutio when she took
office in October.

Official confirmation of the
resignations was not immedi-
ately available but the reports,
carried by Dawn newspaper
and several other publications,
said Bhutto had asked Ibrahim
to withdraw his resignation.

The reports said the two
quit after the government by-
passed [brahim in a case be-
fore the Supreme Court and
instead e Sharifuddin
Pirzada, a former Secretary
General of the isation of
Islamic Conference, to repre-
sent it. . »

The case involves a petition
filed by the main opposition
Pakistan Muslim League,
headed by former Premier
Nawaz Sharif, challenging the
impeosition of direct federal
rule in Pakistan's Northwest
Frontier Province.
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Pakistan blames Indian

troops
for systematic torture in Kashmir

. Apr 5: A Pakistani delegation today accused
Mmtmp:ﬁﬁﬂmnﬁtnpcmﬂmmmﬂ

demanded observance of a UN resolution

calling for a refer-

endum on self-determination in the disputed province.
“Thousands of Kashmiris are taken to torture cells and .

nnimed."nidﬂmhndnﬂmlhhmm-nlﬁe
Pakistani National Assembly's special committee on Kashmir.
"There are shameless acts of gang rape committed by Indian

soldiers.”

he told a press conference at the Pakistani MHigh
Commission here, reports AFP.

GAZA CITY, A.pr!i Iu-ulhmntndn]rwllﬂ
tary headquarters from Gaza city ahead of the redeployment

ﬂf

t troops upon completion of an accord to

Palestfhian self-rule. Minor violence flared in different parts
of the Gaza Strip. Seven Palestinians wounded by Israell gun-
ﬁremth-hlrdup:cmpmhmulhud.Mﬂd.

Musw competition '94
awards presented

Winners of the natiomal-
level music competition 1994
were awarded yesterday at a
function at the Shilpakala
Academy, reports UNB.

Cultural Affairs Secretary
Islam Uddin Malik distributed
awards among the winners
Director General of the
Academy Mobarak Hossain
Khan and Director of Training
Begum Hamida Huq also ad-
dressed the function.

Govt intervention
From Page 1 Col 5

mand. ;

The local people and the
sc hool authority allege that the
government had backed out
on its commitment to sell the
disputed land to the school.

At a press ‘conference
Monday, the Muktobangla
Cooperatives Society said it
had bought the land from the

City Deve t Directorate
on January 10, 1993 for Tk
11,05.838.

Talking to The Daily Star,
the Headmaster of the morn-
ing shift of the Upashahar
School Khandker Md Saiful
Islam disclosed that the land
was originally acquired by the
authorities in 1959 through
Case No LA 13.

The Upashahar School was
built in 1961 by the housing
authority of the Works
Ministry.

Since then the housing au-
thority owned the land.

"At that time, the housing
authority passed a resolution

that this particular land wil]

not be sold to any party but the
school.” the Head Master said.
adding that the school had
been using the 640x46 feet
land as a playground for the

last 32 years.
"But the authorities secretly
sold the land to the

Muktobangla Society. The gov-
ernment was supposed to float
tenders and inform the school

authorities.,” . the Headmaster
said.
Local people allege the

land. bought by the Muk-
tobangla Society, should have
cost Tk two crores according

‘to the current real estate

prices.

When the City Develop-
ment Directorate sold the
land to the cooperative, the
local people and the school
authorities had protested in
writing to the Prime Minister
and the Works Minister several
times, but the government did

nutrespond they alleged.

Coopera-
tive h&d m.ructad a market
infrastructure having 300.
shops. It had sold

possessions of most of the

| sbops for Tk 10 lakh each.
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. However, the

The competition was organ-
ised as part of the programume
to say good-bye to Bengali 14th
century and welcome 15th
century for students of district
Shilpakala Academy Training
Centres on seven events,

These are classical music,
Mazrul song, Tagore song, folk
song, classical dance,
dance and instrument

Fullsnﬂn;mthcm
Classical music: 1st — Zannatul

Ferdous Tumpa (Chittagong).
2nd — Papya Biswas IIM

and 3rd — Parveen
(Manikganj).

Nazrul song : Ist — Samir
Kumnrﬂqunﬂerlﬂw.
2nd — Parveen Akhter
(Manikganj) and — Marium
Khatun (Jessore).' .

Tagore song : 1st — Chhaya
Rani Karmaker (Rajbari), Znd
— Moushami Sarker

(Netrakona) and 3rd — Niamul
Azim Khan (Kushtia).

Folk song : 1st — Pankaj Dev
(Sylhet], 2nd — Shahinur
Rahman Hira (Dinajpur) and
3rd — Khadiza Khatun Bithi
(Khulna).

Classical dance : Ist —
Sohela Sharmeen Binte Shahid
(Khulna), 2nd — Ajmeri
Sultana Lufu (Manikganj) and
3rd Yasmin Siddiga (Syihet).

General dance : lst —
Sohela Sharmeen Binte Shahid
(Khulna), 2nd —Shanta
Talapatra (Chittagong) and 3rd
— Sohole Ara Akhter Sheuli
(Tangail).

Instrument (Tabla): 1st —
Syed Abu Al Mamun (Gazipur),
2nd Pabitra Kumar
Bhattacharya (Sylhet) and 3rd -
Khiljee Ahsanul Huda

(Rangpur). .

Ban on rallies,

From Page 1 Col 8
Karotowa crossing on the
Mirpur Road, Karotowa cross-
ing to the old Ninth Division

crossing and all of the
Agargaon link roads and ad-
joining areas.

All heavy vehicles like bus,
truck and minibus have been
asked not to take those routes
from 7 am to 7 pm on
Thursday.

Mirpur strike

~From Page 1 Col 5
several high school teachers
and the local Awami League
leader Kamal Majumder.
Mirpur thana po-
lice could not confirm if any
case was filed against Kamal

The Upashahar School au-
thorities yesterday erected a
wmmmm

itidlhlihltthtﬂ

to them.




