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Army’s eighth |

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Army rallied
back from one set down 1o
beat Bangladesh Navy 10-15.
16-9. 15-9 and 159 on their
way to winning the national
volleyball championship. spon-
sored by Bangladesh General
Insurance Company this year,
for the eighth time.

At the Kushtia Stadium
yenl:u'dl:r Army found them

down by a set before
lhqr could settle down but
found their touch in time to
run away with the next three
sets.

Earlier in the morning,
Navy were ensure the passage
to the final when Bangladesh
Rifles, who were one point
away from victory in a vio-
lence-marred semifinal when
undesired intrusion by specta-
tors put an end to Monday's
proceedings. [ailed to turn up.

In the women's event,
Bangladesh Jute Mills
Corporation (BJMC) were de-
nied a treble when they were
defeated by Bangladesh Ansars
in four sets. Ansars took con-
trol very early in the encoupter
clinching the first set 15-10.
BJMC fought back in the sec-
ond and took the set 15-9 be-
fore conceding the next two
15-8, 15-7.

Biman Cup U-14
soccer result

Sports Reporter
Gaibandha DSA Dbeat
Bandarban DSA 3-1 in the final
round of the Biman Cup under-
14 football championship al
the Mirpur Stadium yesterday.
The winners led the first
hailf 2-0.
Rubel put Gaibandha ahead
in the very first minute.
Mozammel widened the
when he put the ball in
six minutes later.
~ Suvash pulled
the losers in the 45th minute,
ur Rahman sealed the
fate of the match for the win-
ners in the 55th minute.

Office league

Sports Reporter

Air Force edged
past Bangladesh Army 2-1 in
the Sonali Bank office hockey
league at the Hockey Stadium

yesterday.
Masud scored both the
goals for Air Force while
nr.-ttnd the consolation

T

€ i:t-er match of the
day. Police AC split points with
Elnﬂlduhhnmlnagoalless

Corretja cruises

BARCELONA, Spain, Apr 5:
's Alex Corretja defeated
Slava Dosedel of the Czech
Republic 6-1, 6-4 Monday on
the day of the dirs
900,000 Conde de Godo ATF
tournament, setting up a sec-
ond-round match against top-
seed Jim Courler, reports AP.
-Spaniard Sergi Bruguera,
the No 2 seed, will face Franco
Davin of Argentina in the sec-
ond round. Davin defeated Lars
Jonsson of Sweden 6-4, 6-4 in
a first-round maich.
None of the tournament's
top eight seeds played in

opening round matches on.

Monday. The other top seeds
are: No 3 Andrei Medvedev of
Ukraine; No 4 Magnus
Gustafsson of Sweden; No 5
Thomas Muster of Austria; No
6 Carlos Costia of Spain; No 7
Richard Krajicek of the
Netherlands, and No B Jaime

Yzaga of Peru.

one back for ,

Athar Ali blazes with a superb ton

The failed campa-
igner in the fifth
ICC Trophy Athar

All Khan hamme-
red the maiden
century of the

Pepsi Cup 20th
cricket champi-

national
onship's two-day final to lead

Sylhet 1o an awesome 305
against Dhaka University at the
Dhaka Stadium yesterday.

The tall allrounder made
the Dhaka University skipper
rue his decision to take the
field first when he scored a
handsome 104 that guided
fancied Sylhet to 305 for eight

wickets in the allotited BO
overs.
Athar Ali, who opened the

Sythet innings. shared a 100-
run partnership with Aminul
Islam Bulbul for the third
wicket after national skipper
Farugque (11} and Sumon (10)
fell cheaply. leaving the Sylhet
score at 69 for two in 28 3
overs.

Athar reached his fifty in 96
balls, playing with caution but
the way he completed the
century was simply fabulous.

~ Surviving an easy stumping

chance at 59, he reached his
hundred pulling seamer
Mamun over wildish mid-
wicket for a glorious six.

Athar's 104-run essay in-
cluded nine sparkling hits to
the fence and two huge sixes.
He was out in the 53rd over
giving a tame catch to Sohel
off Mamun.

Aminul I[slam Bulbul,
gave Athar

who
good support,

Sports Reporter

scored a patient 38 off 85 balls
before ballooning one to

Shamsul at mid wicket with
the scoreboard showing 175
for five in 55.2 overs.

Skipper Golam Faruque

then joined Selim and acceler
ated the Sylhet run rate, going
after almost every delivery that
came his way The two shared
vital B0 runs off 90 deliveries
for the fifth wicket and took
Sylhet to 255.

Golam Faruque, who ham-
mered a match-winning 75 not
out in the semi-final, scored a
quick-fire 42 off 49 balls with
three huge sixes and one
boundary.

Selim. who played 53 balls
for his 36, became the only
victim of Dhaka University
skipper Selim Shahed, who
gave nine runs in his two-over
spell.

Among lower-order

the

Sylhet comfortably p]aced

batsmen. Sanwar contributed
21 runs from 26 deliveries
while Ahmed and Hanif re-
mained not out on 11 and six
respectively te make sure
Sylhet aeccumulated a far-
reaching 305 in B0 overs.

Morshed Ali Khan and
Mamun Abdur Rashid finished
with 'two “wickets each.
Morshed Ali Khan gave 49 runs
while Mamun conceded 56
runs in their individual quota
of 16 overs each.

Spinner Sharfuddulha Ibne
Salkat, a member of the
Bangladesh team in the fifth
ICC trophy, took one wicket
for 55 runs in his 16-over
spell. Kazi Ziaur Rashid, Selim
Shahed and Shamsul Huda also
captured one wicket apiece
but spinner Shamsul was a lit-
tle expensive. conceding 63
runs in 13 overs,

Dhaka University. who Hfted
the coveted title for a record
six times, will face a daunting
task of scoring 306 runs to win
when they start their innings
today at 9:30 am.

Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman, who Is also
the President of the
Bangladesh Cricket Control
Board (BCCB), will be chief
guest on the concluding day
and will give away prizes
among the winners.

With a cash award of Taka
3000 waiting to be picked by
the man-of-the-match, Athar
Ali seems to be the best pos-
sible but if things do not go
thrm;gh a miraculous changt

Asif crowns a bowlers day

Asif cfowned a
generally succe-
ssful day for bow-
lers with a superb
performance in
12th Nirman sch-
ools cricket cha-

mpionship yesterday.

In one of the four matches
billed for the day, Asif of
Satkhira captured eight wick-
ets for eleven runs to power
his side to a massive 134-run
win against Faridpur Zilla
School at the Dhanmondi Club
ground.

Originally scheduled for
April 3 but not held on that

W

day - for-the unplayable condi- -

tion of the ground, caused by
the recent persistently in-
clement weather, the match
proved to be an utterly one
sided one,

Sent in to bat first by the
toss-winning Faridpur captain,
Satkhira paddled by useful half
century from skipper Kamal
reached 182 for all the ten
wickets in 39.4 overs.

After Kamal's run-a-ball 51
featuring five hits to the fence
extras turned out to be the
next highest scorer with 45.

Asif, Satkhira's bowling
hero later in the day, fore-
shadowed his moment of glory
with a 24 as the number three
batsmen of the team.
Wicketkeeper Fazlul con-
tributed 20.

Sajal was the pick of the
Faridpur bowlers with a bag of
thgee wickets for 25 runs.

Asif spun a web around the
Faridpur batsmen, clean bowl-
ing five of his eight victims. So
swift was the frequency of his
strike rate that he could bowl
only 7.5 overs, one ball short of
the individual quota of eight

With this win Satkhira P N
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Sports Reporter

Schoeol entered the Group A fi-
nal, where they will take on
Dhanmondi Government High
School, who scraped past
Madaripur UIGH High School

ASIF ...
in a keenly-contested match at

8 for 11

the Mirpur ground.

In a match -:urtalled to 20-
overs-a-side affair, Madaripur
limped to 84 for nine in the
face of some effective bowling
by Tanveer, who took five for
17.

Dhanmondi innings fol-
lowed a similar course but a
useful 23 by Dipu saw them
post 85 for nine in 19.3 overs.

Tangail Bindubasini
Government High School and
Comilla Zilla" School advanced
to the semifinals of their re-
spective groups.

“* In one of the Group D
matches played at the
Dhanmondi Club ground,

Tangail Bindubasini beat
Government Laboratory School
by 79 runs.

- Tangail batted first to be all
out for 169 in 38.1 overs and
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then bowled their opponents
out in 29.1 overs for 90.

Camilla Zilla School beat
Pabna K School by 53 runs in
another Group D match played
on the western portion of the
Dhanmondi Cricket Stadium.

Batting first Comilla were
all out for 39.4 overs. Ujjal
bowled superbly for Pabna to
capture four for 18. He got
good support fromn Tarek, who
Jook three for 18.

Pabna were all out for 105
in 28.5 overs to concede a
comfortable defeat.

{ndependence Day
kabaddi on

Sports Reporter

Khilgaon Srijani Sangsad
outplayed Suryakamal 46-19 in
the opening match of the
Independence Day kabaddi
competition, held under the
auspices of the Bangladesh
Kabaddi Federation at the
Outer Stadium court yesterday.

The winners dominated the
first half 24-03.

Secretary of the Youth and
Sports Ministry and president
of the Bangladesh Kabaddi
Federation M Azizul Hoque in-
augurated the eight-team

meet.
Bangladesh Bank Club will

take on Anirban Sangskritik |

Sangsad today.

Army b’ball

The Savar Area moved into
final of Army basketball cham-
pionships, reports BSS.

They qualified for the final
beating Bogta area by 63-61 in

'the semifinals held at the
Mirpur Cantonment on
Monday.

The final will be held today.
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BOMBAY. Apr 5 Kapll Dev,
the highest wicket-taker in
cricket history, has been
dropped from the Indian
cricket team for the six-nation
Australasia Cup in Sharjah later
this month, sejection commit-
tee chairman Gundappa
Vishwanath said on Tuesday,
reports Reuter.

He said Kapil Dev, a veteran
of 131 Tests and 220 one-day
internationals, had written to
the Board of Control for
Cricket in India askjng for a
break to rest his injured
shoulder,

Others dropped from the
team that recently finished a
short tour of New Zealand, are
batsman Sanjay Manjrekar and
Pravin Amre and medium-
pacer Manoj Prabhakar who
injured his hell.

The big-hitting Atul Bedade
from Baroda and medium-
pacer Bhupinder Singh from
Punjab are the newcomers in
the Indian team. ;

The other teams in
the tournament, which runs
from April 13 to 22, are
Australia. Pakistan, New
Zealand, Shri Lanka and the
United Arab Emirates.

TEAMS

Mohammed
Azharuddinicaptain), Sachin
Tendulkar (vice-captain),
Navjot Singh Sidhu, Ajay
Jadeja, Vinod Kambli, Atul
Bedade, Nayan Mongia, Anil
Kumble, Rajesh Chauhan,
Venkatapathy Raju, Javagal
Srinath. Salil Ankola,.
Bhupinder Singh and
Venkatesh Prasad. Manager:
Ajit Wadekar.

De Silva to miss
Australasia Cup

COLOMBO, Apr 5: Experien-
ced batsman Aravinda de Silva

has failed a fithess test and

. been dropped from the Shri

Lankan squad for this month's
six-nation Australasia Cup
tournament, selectors said on
Tuesday, reports Reuter.

The Shri Lankan cricket
board said prolific opener
Roshan Mahanama would re-
place De Silva as vice captain
for the one-day tournament
starting on April 13 in Sharjah.
It gave no details of De Silva's
fitness problems.

Arjuna Ranatunga has been
retained as captain despite
criticism of his handling of the
Indian tour in February when
Shri Lanka lost all three Tests
by an innings.

The Australasia Cup also fea-
tures Pakistan, India, New
Zealand, Australia and Interna-
tional Cricket Conference
(ICC) Trophy winners United
Arab Emirates.

SQUAD: Arjuna Ranatunga
[captain), Roshan Mahanama
(vice captain), Dulip Sama-
raweera, Athula Samarasekera,
Hashan Tillekeratne, Samnath
Jayasuriya, Ruwan Kalpage,
Pubudu Dassanayake, Pramodya
Wickramasinghe, Chaminda
Vaas, Muttiah Muralidharan,
Hemantha Wickramaratne.
Manjula Munasinghe, Cham-

paka Ramanayake.

Schultz's double
misfortune

AMELIA ISLAND, Fla, Apr 5:
Playing with the knowledge
that her mother was gravely ill,
Brenda Schultz of the
Netherlands failed to survive
the first round of the Bausch
and Lomb tennis tournament

Monday, reports Reuter.
The eleventh seeded
‘Schultz lost 6-1, 6-2 to

Joanette Kruger of South
Africa seeded 108th at the
400,000 dollars Bausch and
Lomb championships.

"When I went on the court,
| said. "She's going to beat me
today.” Kruger said, unaware of
Schultz’'s predicament. *“I
wasn't going to give her any-
thing. If she was going to win,
she was going to have to smack
me off the court which she
didn't."

Schultz’'s mother suffered a
heart attack on Sunday
and remained in intensive
care. Schultz left immediately
after the match Lo catch a
plane home to the
Netherlands.

American Chanda Rubin,
the 12th-seeded. advanced to
the second round with a hard
fought 7-6 (7-4), 1-6, 6-3 win
over clay court specialist
Sandra Cecchini of Italy.

Another highly placed
player who was upset Monday
was |5th-seeded Barbara
Rittner of . She lost to
local favourite, Kathy Rinaldi-
Stunkel, the touring pro at
Amelia Island Plantation.
Rtnaldi posted a 2-6, 6-0, 8-2

Thc top eight seeds, led by
Arantxa Sanchez of Spain,
Conchita Martinez of Spain,
Martina Navratilova of the
United States and Gabriela
Sabatini of Argentina, all re-
ceived first rmmd byes.
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ing. the Schultz-Kruger
only lasted 59 minutes.
Schultz, a well-known serve-
and-volley artist who is 23rd in
the world rankings. couldn't
settle into the match.

Zimbabwean-born Encluh middlt-ord:r batsman Graeme
Hick executes a short-arm pull during the four-day match
against the West Indian Board XI on Monday. Hick made
59.

Earlier on Monday Eng-
land’'s tale of woe reached new
depths as they lost eight

wickets for a mere 25 runs to’

be facing defeat on the final
day of their four-day match

against a West Indies Board XI.
Their last seven wickets fell

in the space just 10 runs as
they collapsed to be all out for
165 in their second Innings,
leaving the Board XI needing

17*1%”25: seven wickets fell

in the space just 10 runs as
they collapsed to be all out for
165 in their second innings,
leaving the Board XI nec:dlng
172 to win.

Cavuﬂ:rbuttingbyﬂwhm

: 1-40; 2-62;
3-100; 4-121;: 5-174; 6-271;
7-273; 8-273; 9-1886.
O M R W
Malcolm 18 2 B8l 4
igglesden 23 3 B4 0
Tufnell 29 4 7 4 87 4
Watkin 12 I 43 2
H
Mﬁﬂmgﬂkl:?t‘ﬂj
Smith Ibw b Cummins 0
Ramprakash c Jacobs
b Gibson 67
Hick ¢ Wallace b Lewis 74
Maynard ¢ Browne b Lewis |
Hussain ¢ Lewis b Gibson 6
Stewart ¢ Jacobs b Lewis 1
Watkin ¢ Wallace b Lewis 0
Tufnell run out 1
Igglesden not out 0
Malcolm b Gibson 0
Thorpe absent ill
Extras: (Ib-6 nb-9) 15
— AFP photo  Total: 185
far less than half price. Fall of wickets: 1-0;: 2-140;
They had squeezed a six- 3-155; 4-159; 5-162; 6-162:
run first innings lead after tak- 7-164; 8-164; 9-165. :
ing the last five Board XI wick- Bowling ©O M R w
ets for the addition of 53 runs Cummins 9 1 33 1
to have them all out for 313 Antoine 8 0 41 0
Fast bowler Devon Malcolm  Gibson 16 7 22 3
took three of them and left- Lewis 20 7 51 4
arm spinner Phil Tufnell the Simmions 5 0O 12 0
other two to give both of them WEST INDIES BOARD XI:
a four-wicket haul in the in- Second innings
- Willams not out 19
Any satisfaction from that Wallace not out 28
for the England management Extras: 0
was quickly dispelled as Robin  Total: (for no wickets) 47
Smith failed yet again. Bowling: O M R W
tely needing a big Malcolm 4 0 23 0
innings after failing in the Igglesden 3 0 24 0
Tests, Smith was to Tufnell 1 l 0 0
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Atherton puts a brave face

ST GEORGE'S,
Grenada, Apr 5:
Embattled new
England skipper
Michael Atherton
declared here on
Monday he wanted to carry on
as England captain next sum-
mer, reports AFP.

Atherton has led his side on
a disastrous tour of the
Caribbean which has seen
them lose the first three Tesis
of the series against the West
Indies.

But, with home series
against New Zealand and South
Africa coming up during the
English season and a tour of
Australia to follow, Atherton
pledged not to quit.

Speaking during England’s
four-day game against the West
Indies Board Xl in Grenada, he
said: “I'd love to carry on a-.nd

get it right.

'ltn a learning process, but
I feel I'm improving as a cap-
tain and my batting is better
and hopefully in the future I
continue to improve.”

He added, however:
not in my hands.”

“It's up to team manager
Keith Fletcher, who has been

n a new flve-year contract,

“It's

and Ray Illingworth, who has
just been named as chairman
of selectors, and what they feel
is in the best interests of the
side.

“It remains to be seen what
the selectors want, but Il be
happly‘ to go along with them
and happy to do the job.”

Atherton's form has been
one of the few bright spots of a
depressing tour so far, with
the captain collecting 862
runs in all matches at an aver-
age of 50.60.

And he said: "The ure
has not got to me. I'm happy |
can take it on my shoulders
and | have got no regrets about
taking the job."

Atherton also commented
he was pleased at the way his
players have responded to his
leadership.

“On the whole the players
can't be faulted for their effort
and commitment, but we have
just been outclassed in the
three Tests so far.,” he said.

Looking towards the end of
the trip, he added: “I'm rea-
sonably happy to pick up om
the positive and not dwell on
the negative, and if, at the end
of the tour, we can say two or
three plnyeru have come on,

that would be nice.”

More immediately. there is
the fourth Test in Barbados,
starting on Friday. to consider,
and Atherton gave a hint of the
tour selector’'s thinking when
he said: "1 wouldn't have
thought there would be big

“After all, we were three
days in charge in Trinidad and
then we were blown away, and

He

“And it's not as if the three
seamers in Trinidad bowled
badly, in fact they bowled well,
so | would be happy to stick
with them.

“But if Devon is firing on all
cylinders and looks like he can
huwll&minldly.mﬂ’lhe
wﬂl be in contention.,” he

Date moves into 2nd round

Top- Klm-
iko Date won the
last four games
without losing a
point as she beat

Y

>

Japanese compatriot Hiroko

Mochizuki 5-7. 6-1.

Tuesday _

the dirs 1.21 million Japan

Open tennis championshipe,
AP,

Meanwhile, Shuzo
Matsuoka, Japan's top male
tennis player, was ousted by
American David Pate,
ranked No 888 in the world,
in another first-round match.

" The 18-year-old Mochizuki,
who turned pro in March, took
L T
nd to
Date's explosive
finish to the nearly two-hour
match.

“I could not play well at the

start. My service and return

were no good. | should play

8-3 .
in the first round of -

more uﬁmﬂvﬂy but | played
defensively,” said Date, who is
seeking her third straight
Japan Open women's title.
Pate, now a doubles special-
ist, scored a 6-4, 1-6, 6-3 vic-
tory over Matsucka, ranked
105th in the world, on the

hard courts of Ariake
Colosseum.
Matsuoka took the first

three games, including a ser-
vice break in the second game,
but Pate bounced back and
won six of the last seven games
in the first set.

Matsuoka also jumped to a
3-0 lead in the second set, and
won it.

In the third set, Pate went
ahead 5-3 and Kept the ninth
game at love in the one-hour,
49-minute match.

Pate won the singles title of
this tournament in 1984 and
was a singles finalist in 1987.

Matsuoka had problems
with his first serve, his

strongest weapon, putting in
only 50 per cent to Pate's 61
per cent.

In second-round matches,
seventh-seeded Patrick Rafter
of Ausiralia, the highest men's
seed in action Tuesday, beat
Swedish qualifier Thomas,
Hogstedt 7-6 (7-5), 6-2.

Daniel Vacek of the Czech
Republic., the No 12 seed,
trounced Robbie Weiss of the
United States 6-1, 6-4.

In remaining first-round
matches, ninth-seeded
American Jonathan Stark
downed Martin Damm of the
Czech Republic 3-8, 6-3, 6-3,
and Hendrik Dreekmann of
Germany eliminated 15th seed
Byron Black of Zimbabwe 6-3,

» u'lﬂi;:ﬁi.op six seeds — Pete
Sampras, Michael Chang, Boris
Becker. Ivan Lendl, Aaron
Krickstein and Brad Gilbert —
play their second-round

matches Wednesday after first
round byes.




