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_1‘1 hurt in clashés during
Kushtia velleyball semis

*  From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA. Apr 4: Al least
11 people were injured, five of
them needing hospitalisation,
in a free-for-all during the na-
tional volleyball championship
semifinal between Bangladesh
Rifles and Bangladesh Navy at
the local stadium this after-
nNoon. '

Those hospitalised are P K
Mullick, three students of the
Islamic University here
Reza, Shamim and Nurul Islam
— and one spectator Bazlur
Rahman. -

Besides, referee Abul Ho-
ssain. line fudge Mintu Dutta,
Shamsul Huq Tenku, a pho-
tographer of the daily Bhorer
Kagd] from Dhaka, and Khwaz
and Shamsul Huq were relea-
sed after first aid. Tenku hurt
his collar bone.

Witnesses said the brawl

started during the second

semifinal of the men's compe-
titlon in the afternoon when
the two Services teams were
tied two sets-all after the first
in the nail-biting fifth and
set, the BDR spikers,
after being locked 16-16 with
the sailors, claimed victory
wiien they took the next point
Ao lead 17-16.

When the referee pointed
out that they needed one more
point to win,

because the margin had to
be of a clear two points, the
BDR team protested the rule
and went on a rampage by first
tearing up the net, witnesses
said.

said in the Pan-

- that followed, the

pilﬂc: and supporters

ting up opposing

plm officials and spec-

tators. The shamiana, or the

canopy, at the stadium and
furniture were damaged.

The BDR players also beat
up the Ansars and VDP per-
sonnel, police and the Islamic
University students present at
the venue. '

Enraged, the local people
began brickbatiing and a
pitt:hﬁd baiﬂe began with the

* ' They

. thorities

The people also set ablaze
two vans of the police and the
Navy, a bus of the Islamic
University and a private car

Barricades were set up by
the angry students on the
Kushtia-Jhenidah highway ad-
jacent te the stadium.

Te protest the incident.
the local All-Party Students'
Action Council * has called a
half-day hartal in the town to-
day (Tuesday) from 6 am until
noon.

[lalﬂ-d lt-rrll Page lﬂ]
The D-cputg Commissioner
of Kushtia, Police Superin-

tendent and the BDR Sector

Commander were in a meeting
at the Kushtia District Sports
Association with other KDSA
officials till late night and the
fate of the match could not be
known at the time of filing this
report.

The BDR players and team
officials were confined to the
stadium for their own safety
under police protection.

Police raid two
DU halls : 3 held

By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested three out-
siders from the Mohsin Hall of
Dhaka University and recov-
ered two knives and rifle bul-
lets from their room yesterday.

The arrested were identi-
fied as Nayan, Jahangir Hossain
and Saiful Islam, who were al-
legedly sheltered by 4 student
organisation. It coyld not be
confirmed immediately to

which student organisation

they belonged.

Police also raided the

‘Jagannath Hall of the univer-

sity. However, no arrest or any
was made.

The hour-long early mom-
ing police raid yesterday at the
Mohsin Hall and the Jagannath
Hall, strongholds of the BNP-
backed Chhatra Dal and the
pro-Awami League Chhatra
League respectively, were con-
ducted six days after the au-
postponed the
DUCSU polls.

e

Fnsmn rules simplified

FrnmPagelCn:l-dl
tions within a month of its re-

ceipts of the relevant papers.
The cabinet meeting also

did not.remarry would be ac-
E T

The certificates of the local
union parishad chairman or
poura commissioner or ward
commissioners will also be ac-
ceptable in this regard. From
now on restrictions on is-
suance of sucecess on certifi-

cate from the court will be-

eased.

In case of family pension,
the age limit for the sons of
the dead pensioners has been
raised to 25 years from the

existing 21 years due to the
raising of the age limit for en-

tl'ytn the government ser-

The family of a pensioner
will get pension at the same
rate both in cases of his or her
death after retirement or be-
fore retirement. :
- No employees will require
to submit their ACR (Annual
Confidential chortj before the

of pension.
The cabinet meeting de-

cided that the concerned em-
ployees will also be able to sur-
render cent per cent of their
pension if they so desire.

Presently, only 50 per .cent
'gratuity can be taken by sur-
rendering 50. per cent of the
gross pension.

The audit office will send
post-dated cheques equivalent
to the basic salary of the allot-
ted leave (highest 12 months)

to the departmental head of
the concerned employee two
months before he or she goes
on LPR.

The head of the office or
department will hand over the
cheque to the concerned offi-

cer or employee before he or -

she goes on LPR.
Eighty per cent of the gra-
luilg and net pension will be
: for the time being till the

receipt of the necessary pa-
pers in case of an unsettled
pension case because of lack of
necessary documents or 'no-
demand certificate’. This ar-
rangement will be done only
after the submission of the
applications by the ﬂnncernﬂ
employees or his or’ her suc-
Cessors.
. The pension case in this
r%a.rd will be finalised by the
ce of the concerned em-
ployee within six months
through collecting necessary
documents. Otherwise, the net
pension given for the time be-
ing and the balance amount of
the gratuity will have to be re-
paid after six months.

Marriage fee
lowered

The Council of Ministers at
its regular weekly meeting yes-
terday approved various pro-
posals for removing obstacles
in the way of application of the
Child Marriage Prohibition Act
for preventing persecution of
women and children, amend-
ing the Muslim Marriage
Registration Act-1994 and
providing legal assistance to
distressed and oppressed wo-
men, repots BSS. :

The proposals included in-
troduction of a punishment of
three years' rigorous impris-
onment or a fine of Taka five
thousand or both for not regis-
tering marriages.

The proposals also provide
for appointment of one Kazi at
each union to make marriage
registration easier and lower-
ing of the minimum fee for
marriage registration to Taka

-

JCD rescinds

expulsion of 5
By JU Curreupoﬁdcnt

The expulsion orders on
live Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) leaders of the Jahangir-
pagar University unit were
rescinded at a party meeting
Sunday .

The re-induction of the JCD
men followed a dialogue among

| the feuding factions — better

known as 'locals’ and ‘non-lo-
cals'’ — in the presence of
Information Minister Nazmul
Huda and JCD central leaders
Nazimuddin Alam and Fazlur
Rahman Milon on April 1.

The negotiations, according
to campus sources, helped
defuse the tension prevalling
on the campus.

The ’‘locals’ — hailing from
Savar and adjacent areas — and
the 'non-local’ factions earlier
clashed on several occasions,
leading to tMe closure of the
institution.

The JCD men of the local
group who have been absolved
of anti-party charges are: Saiful
Islam, Shafiqul Islam, Arshed
Ali, Walid and Rafiq. Two of
them — Arshed an Shafiqul —
are now in police custody for
their alleged involvement in
February's violence that left
the varsity closed for 50 days.

30 hurt at N'gan;j

From Page } Col B

rival faction of Harayanganj
District Awami League with
firearms, sticks and other
lethal weapons stormed the
auditorium and attacked the
audience,

They fired several rounds of
shots and exploded fire-crack-
ers.

Chases between the two fac-
tions continued for about half
an hour, police said.

AL sources alleged that the
regional secretary Shamim
Osman was involved in the at-
tack.

A case was filed against him.

‘Tha1 visa policy
From Page 1 Col 6
thing in writing.

"We are trying to find out
the facts and have already
asked our mission in Thailand
to look into the matter," a top
official of the Foreign Minhistry
said on condition of anonymity.

The official, however,
added: "Visa regulations are
normally the domain of the
host country, unless there is a
n:t:ipruc:a] agreement.” :

Foreign Ministry ufﬂr:ials
however, Indicated Dhaka
would try to impress upon the
Thali offictals that the new visa
regulations should not become
effective.

A senior official of the
Home Minisiry said, "We are
waiting for the documents
from the Foreign Ministry or
our mission. We will act when
we get the documents.

Local Thai embassy officials
when contacted, refused to
comment on the new directive

visa applications with "as much
speed as possible.”

Nearly 8000 passcngcra
travel each way on the Dhaka-
Bangkok route every month.

Many of them are transit pas-

over-night halt to get connect-

ing flights to other east Asian,
Pacific or ﬁnnerican destina-

tions.

Thai Airways operates six
flights a week while Biman op-
erates four weekly flights and
has plans to start another
flight shortly

Senior nﬂiciads of both Thai

said the new regulations are an
embarrassment for their air-
lines.

Civil Aviation authorities
said three flights to Bangkok,
one of Thai and two of Biman,
in the last two days saw a sig-
nificant drop in the number of

| passengers bound for Bangkok.

A Biman offictal said, "We
are trying to minimise the suf-
ferings of the passengers. by
informing them while they
come for re-confirmation of
tickets."

Aviation officials and leaders
of trade and industry who fre-
quently use

Bangkok route apprehend that

the visa restrictions if not

five from the present T per the traffic’ with
thirty. BrESSES Ak Thailand but also seriously af-
- fect the business of
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Bangladeshis. The large expa-
triate comnmunity in Dhaka are
equally worried that the visa
slam will force them to con-

leaving out Bangkok for their
fre travels on wci:kcndl

or 8.
. y

but said they were processing

sengers who have to make an -

Alrways and Bangladesh Biman

the Dhaka-

withdrawn will not only ham- .

sider alternate destinations,

PM consults key BNP men

From Page 1 Col 5

During the second round of
parley, the BNP leaders dis-
cussed the implications of the
Awaimi League (AL)'s proposed
April 7 siege of the
Secretariat, the prospects and
eflicacy of a dialogue with the
Opposition in Parliament and
the strategy to counter the
Opposition's tactics.

During the first round of
talks, the Prime Minister
called 12 jeaders to her cham-
ber one by one and separately
sought their opinion on the
best possible candidate for the
post of party Secretary
General.

According to at least two .

cabinet ministers, the Prime
Minister even said the leaders
could mention their own can-
didacy's for the post.
However, several party in-
siders confided to this corre-
spondent that Begum Zia had
little option but to retain
Salam Talukder as party secre-
tary in the face of stiflfl compe-
tition for the post among the
two joint secretaries general —
Dr Khandaker Mosharraf
Hossain and Rafiqul Islamm Mia,

Bar-at-Law.
After this the Prime
a second

Minister started
round of talks with her top
aides and reviewed the current
political situation.

According to sources,
Secretary General Salam
Talukder had sharply reacted
to some ministers’ bids to
clarif§ to the press the party
positions on different isSues.
Talukder felt that the
Secretary General should be
the uﬂic,al spokesman of the
party.

The BNP chief, acccpﬂng
Talukder's contention, asked
the others not to discuss the
party's policy matters with
newsmen

About the AL's proposed
siege of the secretariat on
April 7, the meeting resolved
that there would be no provo-
cations from the government
side during the AL's agitation
around the Secretariat.

On the prospects of an ef-
fective dialogue with the AL
before April 7, a majority of
the leaders feit that the efforts
would not produce positive re-
sults.

The leaders who attended
Sunday's meetings included
Professor Badruddoza
Chowdhury, Mirza Golam Hafiz
Majid-ul-Huq, Mostafizur
Rahman, Abdul Matin
Chowdhury, Col (Retd] Ol
Ahmed, Shamsul Islam and

Chowdhury Tanbir Ahmed
Siddiqgi.
Meanwhile, the Prime

Minister had a meeting with
some top ranking leaders of
the party at her Sugandha of-
fice yesterday evening to fi-
nalise the new standing com-
mittee, the central executive
committee and an advisory
body, which was eventually
announced late last night.

Mostafiz goes
to China Apr 14

Foreign Minister A S M
Mostafizur Rahman is expected
to pay a six-day visit to China,
beginning April 14 UNB.

CNN team
meets Hasina

A four-member CNN team
led by its President Tom
Johnson yesterday called on
Awami League chief and Leader
of the Opposition in Parlia-
ment Sheikh Hasina at her 29
Minto Road residence, reports
LUNB.

Disney boss dies

in chopper crash

ELKO, Nev, Apr 4: One of
the top-ranking officials of the
Walt Disney Co was among
three people killed Sunday

when a helicopter crashed into
a mountainside in northeast-

ern Nevada, authorities said,
reports AP.

Frank Wells, who had been
president and chief operating
officer for Disney since 1984,
wal prﬂnnunccd dead at the

" police and the local

NSC lottery

tickets recovered
By Staff Correspondent

The stolen lottery tickets of
the National Sports Develo-
pment Fund were found under
a heap of garbage on the

rooftop of the National Sports
amﬂ (NSC) bullding yester-

Two electricians of the
NSC, while working on the
rooftop, reportedly found the
tickets buried under the
garbage.

The police were informed
and they recovered the tickets.

Some 25.000 tickets worth
2.50,000 taka were reportedly
stolen from the National
Sports Council office on March
26. A case was registered with
the Motijheel Police who later’
arrested seven people for their

allegedd ‘nvolvement in the

crime.
Hasina

From Page 1 Col 8
“The crisis in the couptry

can oply be resolved through
resignation of the government

and holding parliamentary .

election under a neutral care-
taker authority,” the Awami
League chief told the party
leaders at her official Minto
Road residence.

The meeting was attended
by presidents and sec-
retaries of Dhaka city commit-
tee, districts of Dhaka.
Manikganj. Munshiganj, Nara-
yvyanganj, Narsingdi. Gazipur,
Mymensingh, Tangail, Comilla
(north), Comilla (south),
Brahmanbaria and its front
organisatons.

Mirpur clash

From Page |1 Col 6
Police said, the injured po-
licemen including the assistant
commissioner of Tejgaon were
admitted the Rajarbagh Police

Our DMCH Correspondent
says, fifteen of the injured
were admitted to the casualty
department.

This is for the third time
men

clashed in less than a week.

Attractmg J Japanese Investment

From Page 1 Col 4
goody- gm&}' to be taken seri-
ously. There were several
brochures presented by our
Chambers that provided useful
information to our Japanese
counterparts. But most impor-
tantly, all this gave the impres-
sion of a serious, and near
meticulous, preparation for the
trip which itself spoke of how
seriously our government took
this visit. This pleased the
status conscious hosts and sent
out the right kind of vibes. A
point could be made about
more materials being prepared
in the Japanese language for
the benefit of the large number
of businessmen and profes-
sionals who attended these
events.

' In the four speeches that

the PM made to these groups

— two during the seminars,
one over lunch and one during
the 7th session of the Joint

“Economic . Committee — she

repeated her government's
commitment, in the strongest
possible terms, to the macro-
econdémic reforms that have
been put into place. There was
no turning back, and only

-moving further forward, she
~emphasised. This greatly al-

layed the fears of a slowdown
in implementing the reforms,
that was publiely voiced soon
after the BNP's defeat in the
mayoral polls. This

veyed privately to our govern-
ment. The PM's repeated af-

firmation was thus both neces-
sary and timely.

The Prime Minister was
also very emphatic about the
need for Japanese investment,
and said so several times. One
could even say. too many
times. After all, she was the

- Prime Minister of a country,

however starved for invest-
ment. A point could also be
made that the PM needn't have
been as detailed in her speech
about the various economic
and non-economic benefits
that we were offering our
hosts, leaving hardly anything
for the Finance Minister to
add. This made Saifur Rahman
sound repetitive, and redun-

dant.
Our newly-appointed Spe-
clal Envoy, Meorshed Khan,

whose ideas, efforts and drive
had much to do with making
this visit effective and busi-
ness-like, was very good in his
first speech at Tokyo, and
rather dull and insipid in
Osaka. He attracied the atten-
tion of the Japanese business-

the
Japanese shared, and had con-

by emphasising his pri-
vate sectur identity, and was
able to touch a sympathetic
chord when he said, "As" a
businessman | know that [ will
not put my snoney anywhere
unless [ was sure of a suitable
return."”' FBCCI Chairman
Mahbubur Rahman did a good
job of representing his con-
stituency, and also acted well
as a bridge between our
Chambers and those of the
Japanese.

Japan's direct foreign in-
vestment peaked in,K6 1989,
reaching a spectacular figure of
US dollars 67.5 billion. In
1992 it came down to almost
half, to US dollars 34.1 billion.
This decrease has mainly been
in the WSA and Europe.
However, Japanese investment
in Asia, excluding the NIEs
(Newly Industrialised Econ-
omies) has been increasing,
especially in China. According
to a survey conducted by the
powerful Ministry of Inter-
national Trade and Industry
(MITI), investment in Asia,
centring round electronics
and automobiles, is likely to
rise in fiscal 1993 (which ends
in March '94). However,
during fiscal '94 the invest-
ment in Asja is likely to be
sluggislr, as in Eurnpu: and the
Us.

. In the context of -Ja.pan s
Asian involvement, its direct
investment in Bangladesh upto
1992 amounted to a paltry US
dollars 125 million, which is
only 0.2 ‘per cent of the total.
The investments are in small
projects and are confined to
marine products, shipbuilding,
metals, golf supplies. Japan in-
vested US dollars 41 million in
1990. Then it dropped to only
US dollars 8 million in 1991.
However, an upward turn oc-
curred in 92 when the in-
vestment rose to US dollars 60
million. What is of ficance,
and one on which we can pin
our hopes, is that about 90 per
cent of Japanese investment in
Bangladesh occurred in the
last three years, 1990-92,

marking a sharp increase re-
cently. .

The Japanese side in the
two seminars identified five
sets of issues that influence
Japanese investment abroad.
They are: a) social and political
stability; b) effective system of
law and order; c] business in-
centives; d) infrastructure; e)
labour situation. Of these facts,
the Japanese side identified
THREE about which they felt

particulariy concerned in the
case of Bangladesh.

First was the infrastructure
conditions. Electric power,
telecommunications, airperts,
harbours and roads badly
needed improvement.
Difficulties in these areas made
it impossible to use high-tech
machinery. In Bangladesh it
was very difficult to move ma-
terials in and out of the coun-
try and te communicate
rapidly with the outside world.

Second, the Japanese busi-
nessmen made a strong point
about labour “unrest. The
Managing Director of the

Marubeni Corporation, a part-
ner in the KAFCO project, said

that strikes and hartals made |

Japanese investors hesitant te
come here. "Economic loss
from hartals in January and

February '93 has been esti-

mated to be US dollars 128
million;" he stated in his paper
submitted to the Tokyo semi-
nar. The two months' loss was
more than Japan's total direct
investmeni in Bangladesh aa
far.

, Finally, a lot'was made qf
our bureaucratic problems.
Mention was made of the
ASEAN and China, and even of
India where recent changes

~ have greatly simplified official

investment prﬂcedur:u
"Bangladesh's investment |cli-
mate and attractiveness will

have to be better than these .

countries to attract the eyes of
the investors."

So the bottomline is, to at-
tract the Japanese investors,
we have to be competitive to
the ASEAN, China, and to the
newcomers like Vietnam and
India. How can we
such a status? The answer is
INCENTIVES. Incentives in
terms of laws, procedures and
a foreign-investment-friendly
system. Added to this we have
to give incentives in terms of
high profitability and easy
repatriation. And finally, we
must come forward with in-
centives in terms of living
conditions, We must remem-
ber that right incentives are
not sufficient by themselves.
These have to come at the
right time. Incentives delayed,
amount to incentives denied.
And nobody will come to
Bangladesh without altractive
incentives.

Permit me to repeat. The
ball is In our court, and the
major player is the govern-
ment. The private sector can

- follow. But it is the govern-

ment that must act NOW,

achieve

The Midnight File
France may sale submarines

to Pakistan

NEW DELHI. Apr 4: French Foreign Minister A.'Iam Juppe

said today that France was

talks with Istamabad on

selling French submarines to Pakistan. "Yes, we are
discussions (on the proposed sale to Pakistan) ™ Juppe told

Reuters television in an interview

an official visit to

the Indian capital. He declined to identify the submarines

France could sell to Pakistan.

Accord with PLO by Apr 13
unlikely, says Rabin

JERUSALEM, Apr 4:

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin

has said it would take a 'mirable’ for Israel and the PLO to
sign an accord by April 13 to launch Palestinian self-ruile in
Gaza and Jericho. It would need a miracle to sign (the accord)
by the planned date because between now and April 13 there
are only six days left to negotiate,” Israeli army radio Monday
quoted Rabin as saying at a cabinet meeting Sunday, reports

AFP.

Govt college
lecturers

threaten strike
By Staff Corespondent

Lecturers of 118 govern-
ment colleges yesterday
threatened they would observe
a day-long strike on April 9 if
the authorities did not initiate
filling up of ‘more than 500
posts of assistant and associate
professors of the colleges
through promotions of the ju-
niors immediately.

The Bangladesh Govern-
ment College Lecturers’ Ass-
ociation will also oganise a rally

{ at the Shikkhya Bhaban gate in

the capital on April 18 to
announce fresh mmes of
the agitating college teachers.

Over 500 posts of assistant
and associate of the
nationalised colleges fell va-
cant after the government
promoted teachers of these
two categories recently.

Arrested ward
commissioner

on remand
By Staff Correspondent

Monwar Hossain Dipu,
known as Dwipjol, was reman-
ded to the city's Detective
Branch (DB) for one day.

Dwipjol, a commissioner of
Mirpur Ward No-9, was ar-
rested Sunday for his alleged
involvement in abducting a
young man., Anwar Hossain.

The ward commissioner
was produced before the Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate's
court yesterday from where he
was taken on police remand
for interrogation, police said.

Anwar was missing since
March 23 and was later res-
cued from Sylhet and admitted
to Dhaka's Monwara Private
Hospital in critical condition.

Flood project

From Page 1 Col 4
also because the consultancy

has, finally, been awarded to
the first-ranked firm.

According to the ADB's cat- -
egorisation rules, downgrada-
tion of a project to 'B' implies
that it has 'serious problems’
which should be resolved im-
mediately. With further degra-
dation, a project loses eligibil-
ity to receive ADB funds.

The DIFPP is an integrated
project with four components
— flood control, improvement
of drainage facilities, environ-

mental improvement and im-
plementation assistance. The
BWDB, Dhaka WASA, Dhaka
City Corporation (DCC) and
RAJUK are he agencies en-
trusted to implement various
segments of the project.
Because of the procedural de-
lay, the project is now sched-
uled for completion by June
1997.

Under the project, the
flood protection embankment
around the capital city will be
repaired and strengthened
while a new 1.6 km long em-
bankment from Lalbagh to
Mitford Hospital would be con-
structed. Sluice gates at differ-
ent places of the embankment
will also be installed. Besides
coordinating the work of the
project, the BWDB will imple-
ment the flood control com-
ponent of the DIFPP.

Dhaka WASA will improve
the drainage system to do away
with the water logging in the
city, while the DCC will work
for I environmental improve-
ment which entails some slum
areas of the city. The project
also incorporates plan for re-
habilitation of some 725 squat-

| ter families with a view to im-

proving their living conditions

Lottery for Hajj

pilgrims tomorrow
Government has
accommuodation in Saudi

for intending Hajj piligrims
who will perform Hajj this year
under the government man-
agement, reports UNB.

Three categories of houses
have been hired near Misfala
areas adjacent to Haram Sharif
in Mekkah.

Arrangements have also
been made to allocate those
houses properly to the pil-
grims as well as deciding of
their flights through lottery
under computer management.

The lottery will be held to-
morrow at 12 noon at the
Bangladesh Bureau of Statis-
tics, an official handout said

yesterday.

Sit-in for Sylhet

Divn staged
From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, Apr 4: A day-long
sit-in was staged at the ap-
proach road of Sylhet Osmany
Airport today at the call of
Greater Sylhet Ganadabi
Parishad to press the demand
for declaring a new division in
Sylhet.

About 300 people took part
in the sit-in from 8 am to 5
pm as part of the ‘Biman boy-
cott’ programme.

Meanwhile, a Biman source
informed that, two flights were
operated in Dhaka-Sylhet
routes today while the third

'~ was cancelled due to shortage

| of passengers.
Press Note

From Page 1 Col 4
name of some organisations

and cadres by undertaking dif-

. ferent programmes for in-
creasing facilities and realising
other dunlndl in government
service.

The Press Note said a
seven-member cabinet com-
mittee was formed, led by
Communications Minister Oli
Ahmed, to build up a proper,
and accountable public admin-
istrative system in the country,
suiting the time.

Besides, it pointed out an-
other four-member committee
headed by Labour and
Manpower Minister Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan had been
formed to remove alleged in-
consistencies in the pay scales
of officers in different cadres
and outside cadres of govern-
ment and semi-government

organisations.

Proknchl

Page 1 Col 3
The agltaﬂnn of the profes-
sionals was launched with the
fall of the regime of
President Ershad and estab-

" lishment of the democratically

elected government of Begum
Khaleda Zia.

During the course of the ag-
itation, the leaders of the
country's largest professionals
body had had a series of meet-
ings with the t and
also with the Prime Minister.

Begum Khaleda Zia, at a
meeting with the Prokrichi
leaders on April 15 last year,
accepted in principle four of
the demands and assigned a
special cabinet committee to
review the other demands.

However, the severn-mem-
ber committee failed to come
up with any solution to the
problem kicking off a renewed
campaign by the professionals.

The secretary general of the
body. M A Hena, was forcibly
retired by the goygrgment on
January 5 this year.

Prokrichi leaders alleged
that due to the pressure from
the members of the adminis-
trative cadre, the government
had to cancel its ‘ision Lo
remove service anomalies cre-
ated by the Matin Committee



