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Flood situation
worsens in
Netrokona

NETROKONA, Apr 4: Flood
tuation in Kaliajuri thana un-
Netrokona district’ deteri-
orated further due to heavy
rainfall during the past five
days and also onrush of hilly
waters from across the border,
reports BSS.

Reports reaching here at
the district headquarters
Sunday from the thana sadar
said the flood waters have so
far submerged eight haors, two
embankments and washed
away high ylelding boro paddy
on over 10,000 acres.

Netrokona district water
development board sources
said that river Dhanu crossed

danger mark Sunday morning
at Kaliajuri point.

District administration
sources said that a message
was despatched Sunday to the
Relief Ministry asking for al-
lotment of relief both in cash
and kind for the affected peo-
ple of the thana.

BSS correspondent during a
visit to the affected area saw
the vast cropland under water.
Besides, Kaliajuri, two other
thanas of the district —
Mohanganj and Modan have
also been partially affected by
the flash flood.

Telephones
disconnected,
Tk 4.25 cr bills

outstanding |

BARISAL, Apr
dred telephone lines were dis-
connected Sunday to realise
about 39 lakh taka outstanding
telephone bills from private
consumers in Barisal town, re-
ports UNB.

According to the Barisal
T&T Revenue Office, there are
1.75 crore taka in semi-gov-
ernment offices and Taka 2.50
crore in private sector out-
standing telephone bills in 11
districts under Barisal
Telecommunication zone.

The districis are: Barisal,
Jhalakati, Bhola, Pirojpur,
Patuakhali, Barguna, Faridpur,
Madaripur, Shariatpur, Rajbari
and Gopalgonj.

Besides, Taka 1.20 crore
remain outstanding bill against
1,000 closed telephones in
these districts.

There are about 11,000
telephone consumers in these

88 people

includinga

fugitive held,
arms recovered

SIRAJGANJ,
arrested a fugitive, allegedly in-
volved in various criminal activ-
ities for the last three years
from Kutirchar-Bhadraghat vil-
lage in Kamarkhand thana
Saturday, reports UNB.

Alam 24, son of Ali Zaker,
who was wanted in seven da-
coity cases, incl
uf.llocll..luhldi.lle-deruld
assaulting Shahidullah Khan
MP, was arrested from his resi-
dence at 1 1 am.

Police said, Alam had
stabbed Md Hanif, Organising
Secretary of Jubadal at the
court premises on February 20.

The critically Jubadal
leader is now treat-

ment at the Dhaka Medical

flood shelters

in coastal area
HAIJDIE COURT (Noak-

-

Apr 4: Police.

BYLHET A ral]iy was brought nut nt tha town during the weeklnng drama featwal held here

| Use rural road network

for economic activities

DUMURIA, (Khuina), Apr 4:
Six-kilometre-long Dumuria-
Mirzapur Road under Dumuria
thana of Khulna district was

formally inaugurated by Jatiya

Sangsad Whip Ashraf Hossain
Saturday, reports BSS. '
The project is being im-
plemented by Local
Government
Department and financed from
government's own resources.
In the first phase of the
project, bricks laying work of
two and a half-kilometre of the
road will be implemented
within the current financial
year at a cost of Taka nine
lakh.
~ On completion of the pro-
Jject, road communication
tween Daulatpur and Dumuria
thana headquarters viag Solua
will be convenient and easier.
Besides, a number of hat-bazar
and growth centres will be
connected through this road.
Addressing a meeting on
the occasion, Ashraf Hossain

Engineering

properly utilize the rural road
communication facilities for '
revitalising economic activities
to improve their condition.

He reiterated that opportu-
nities were being created by
the government for the com-'
mon masses for their eco-
nomic emancipation and

alleviation.

Earlier, Md Ashraf Hossain
inaugurated the final competi-
tion of the Kalipada Memorial
Cricket -Tournament at

Dumuria Jubo Sangha ground,

~ A week-long drama festival
began at the Khulna railway

auditorium on Wednesday un- |

der the auspices of Khulna
Shilpakala Academy.

- Jatiya Sangsad Whip Ashraf
Hossain formally inaugurated

the festival. It was presided
over by the president of

Khulna Zila Silpakala Academy |

and Deputy Commissioner of

* Khulna Kazi Reazul Huq. The

inaugural function was ad-

recently. Prof Kabir Chowdhury led the rally. —Bearphott | (Darty those of haal sicae s  Anrd Kty T A
Dredging of 126-—km -long Khowai river needed Three killed in
t
Farming on 80,000 acres of land, | i
MAILJDEE COURT (Noakhali),

future of 4 lakh people uncertam

From Our Correspondent

HABIGANJ, Apr 4:
Cultivation on 80,000 acres of

45 Pve hun— | land and future of over four

lakh people have become uncer-
‘tain as the dredging of river
Khowai has been stopped for
the reasons not known.

The Water Development
Board look up the plan to save

s crops of the vast area from

flood.

The 126-km-long Khowai

river often overflow the bank
along the villages of
Chunarughat, Baniachang,
Bahubal, Lakhai and other
thanas.
*  During the time of flood.
sand flows from the upper
stream of the river which is sit-
uated in Indian territory. As a
result, flood waters flow over
the banks of the river and sub-
merge the adjoining areas.

Most of the families of the
areas face crisis for the regular
flood.

To control the flood, a plan
was prepared and placed for
construction of an embankment
along the river Khowai in 1964.

For t solution of
the problem, a scheme was

- taken up in 1971-72 at an es-

timated cost of Taka 39.41
crore. The scheme was sched-
uled to be completed by 1981]-
82 financial year.

Unfortunately, the Water
Development Board could not
complete the work of the
scheme for the reasons not
known.

The present government

stopped the work in July last
which left the people helpless.

Another report says: Nine
persons were killed and 10
others injured in te inci-
dents in different places of the
district during the last few
weeks.

According to police sources,
Taskir Mia, a businessman of
village Chargaon under
Nabiganj PS was killed by a
group of miscreants of village
Kanaipur under the same PS.

A case was started with the
Nabiganj PS in this connection.

A day-long hartal was ob-
served at Nabiganj demanding
punishment to the killers.

Police arrested Abdur Rouf,

Chairman of Nabiganj sadar
union parishad in this connec-

tion.

In another incident, a preg-
nant woman of village Ladiya
under Habigan| PS was killed
recently.

Witnesses said. Musammath
Mahbanu, a pregnant woman
was severely beaten by her en-
emies over a petty matter. She
died on the spot.

A minor boy was killed and
another one injured in a tragic
road accident at Baniyachong

Police and witnesses said, on
the day of incident at about 1-
30 pm a Habiganj bound truck
(Sylhet T 02437) from
Baniyachong hit two minor boys
at Rathna Ferry Ghat and they
were seriously injuries. They
were immediately taken to

Habiganj sadar hospital where
one of them died.

A case was started with the
concerned police station.

Police seized the killer truck
but the driver was absconding.

One Pervin Begum. 12 was
run over by a truck on Dhaka-
Sylhet highway near
Kamaichara police camp under
Bahubal PS and killed him on
the spot. *

The victim was a servant of a
clerk of Kamaichara Tea
Garden.

A case was filed with the
Bahubal police.

One Nuruzzaman, 14 of vil-
lage Mohanpur under Habiganj
sadar thana reportedly commit-
ted suicide recently.

Family sources said, on the
date of incident the victim ex-
changed hot wards with his
mother regarding last Eid-mar-
keting. At one stage he lost his
mental balance and took poi-
SOT.

He was immediately taken to
Habiganj sadar hospital where
he was declared dead by the
doctors.

One Probindra, 27 of village
Kalilpur under Kaliyarbangha
union of Nabiganj thana also
committed suicide recently.

Family sources said, the vic-
tim committed suicide by cut;
ting his throat by a knife, He
was taken to Habiganj sadar
hospital in a critical condition.

He died in the hos
A case was sta

Nabiganj police station.

with the

A minor boy was drowned in
Bahubal on Eid-day. '

Family sources said, at
about 11 am Zahed Mia son of
Syed Manik Mia of village
Chandasari under Bahubal PS
went to the nearest pond of
their house for bathing and he
drowned in the pond and died.

The Independence Day was
observed throughout Habigan|
district with due solemnity.

District administration and
other socio-cultural sa-
tions, educational institutions
chalked out elaborate pro-
grammes to celebrate the day in
a befitting manner.

The programme includes
hoisting of National Flag atop
all public and private buildings.
games and sports, special
prayers for the peace and pros-
perity of the country, distribu-
tion of improved diet among the
inmates of jail and hospitals.
seminar, discussion meetings
and cultural functions.

Local Muktijoddah Sangsad,
women college and girls' high
schools also drawn up separate
programmes to celebrate the
Independence Day.

Meanwhile, Chunarughat
police arrested a notorious da-
coit, Kasum Ali and recovered
three rounds ammunitich along
with other materials from his
house in a raid recently, accord-
ing to police sources.

Acting on a secret informa-
tion S I Zahedul Islam along
with other police personnel
conducted the raid.

Apr 4: Three people died in sep-
arate incidents in the district,
police said Sunday, reports

- UNB.

In one incident, a school
student was killed and his
friend injured seriously on
Thursday when their bi-cycle

was hit by a speeding microbus

near Datterhat.

The victims met the accident
when they were coming to
Maijdee Court from Banderhat
riding on a bi-cycle. Ershadul
Kabir 13, student of class seven
of Noakhali Zila School died on
the spot and his friend Azizul
Hug was rushed to the Noakhali
General Hospital. '

A case was filed with the po-
lice.

In another incident, both the
mother and her son of village

* Mohammadpur in Companiganj

thana died when they were
struck by lightning on March
25.

According to family sources,
while witnessing, the heavy
shower standing at the corridor
of their dwelling house they
were struck by the thunder-
bolts. The son died on the spot
while the ill-fated mother died
on way to hospital.

Another adds: Two

"school girls received serious

burn injuries when a gang of
miscreants threw acid on them
on March 29.

According to family sources,
the miscreants forcibly entered
the house of Saleha 16, a stu-
dent of class ten.and Rehana of
class three of village Bircot in
Senbag thana and threw acid
on them injuring them

| grievously.

Aricha Ghat needs development

ARICHA (Manikganf). Apr 4:
Aricha ghat, one of the impor-
tant and busy river port in the
country, has been facing vari-
ous problems due to lack of ba-
sic amenities, ‘reports UNB.

According to Bangladesh
Inland Water Transport
Authority (BIWTA) the Aricha
ghat was officially declared as
river port on July 5 '83 and
earn revenue of Taka 50 lakh
through the lease every year

But it is informed that no

common features of the ghat
and its adjacent areas

Local people said, due to
lack of proper drainage system.
Walers remain in the
areas and after a slight rainfall
low lying areas go under water.

failure and voltage
fluctuations are also the com-
mon features and the entire
area plunges into darkness
after sundown frequently and

many passengers very often are
aitacked and robbed by the

miscreants.

Besides, the roads of the
area are badly needed to be re-
paired and reconstructed as
several cracks and potholes
have developed at many points
including Aricha Launch Ghat.

However, traffic jam at the
ghat is a regular phenomenon
as there is no parking lot bar-
ring the ferry terminal. The
matter was informed to the
Chairman of BIWTA but noth-
ing has yet been done to solve
the problem. As a result, buses

and trucks carrying passengers
and goods have Lo wait for a

long time.

Transport workers said, set-
ting up of mini terminal would
ease the traffic jam problem ef-
fectively.

High officiais of BIWTA said,
about 25 per cent people drink
water from tubewells while rest
use water of ponds, beels and
rivers due to shortage of drink-
ing water supply .

Moreover, mosquito menace
is another problem at the port
area. Adequate measures are
yet o be taken to clean the

silted drains, derelict ponds and
garbages. Garbages dumped on
the road sides are the ideal
breeding centres of mosquitoes.

River erosion continues un-
abated in the area including
Aricha bazar, a lunch ghat and
ferry ghat areas causing alarm

among the local people, sources
said

It is also informed that no
good telecommunication systemn
has yet been developed in the
area which has created great
difficulties to Lhe passengers
and local people. They cannot
communicate with Dhaka and
other places of the country in
times of grave emergency.

It is reported that telephone
set with 'VHF NWD' dialing sys-
tern along with other facilities
was installed at Aricha Ferry
Terminal during Ershad era but
later it was closed due to un-
specified reason, BIWTA officials
at Aricha said.

Local leaders have urged the
concerned authorities to look
into the problems and take re-
medial measures for making the
port a prosperous business

centre.

No water available even
from deep tubewells

RAMGATI, (Lakshmipur), Apr
4: Acute scarcity of drinking
water has been prevalling in

Ramgati thana *causing great
suffering to the rural people for

quite a long time, reports UNB.

Local said, almost all
the s, canals and ditches
in the locality have been drying
up and no water is available
from the deep tubewells as the
ground water level has fallen
further.

More than 50 per cent of ex-
isting shallow and hand driven
tubewells have gone out of
order. Hence the drinking water
scarcity is taking a serious turm
day by day. they added.

People of the Char Bashan,
Char Kalkini, Char Thika. Char
Kalakopa, Char Martin, Char
Sekandar, Char Neamat, Balun
Char, Char Krishnapur, Char
Poragacha, Azad Nagar, Char

. Jangalia are the worst sufierers.

Water-borne diseases like
diarrhoea and cholera are the
common f[eatures in the locality
which claimed hundreds of lives
in the last year due to intake of
impure water.

The existing number of
tubewells in the locality is not
enough to meet the demand. It
is learnt that only seven tube-
wells have been sanctioned for
the area this year which is quite
insufficient.

Local people interested to
buy the new tubewells at a price
fixed by the government are al-
legedly facing problems to pro-
cure the same due to shortage
of suppiy

Houscwnfe roasted

alive in
Gaibandha

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, Apr 4: A house
wife, Anjura, 25 was roasted
alive and another received se-
rious injuries in a devastating
fire incident that broke out at
village Kashiabari wunder
Palashbari thana Friday night
and property worth over Taka
one lakh reduced to ashes.

According to reports, fire
originated from a kitchen.

of
of

Jatiya !-'i.hn, . . speaking at a seminar ar-
Biswa Nari Dibash.

— Star photo

Development projects on

progrmsmmal

Apr 4: The reex-
clvatmn wrk of two canals
measuring about 16 kilometres
in two thanas of Barisal district
has been progressing fast, re-
ports BSS.

According to relief and re-
habilitation office sources, gov-
ernment sanctioned 315 met-
ric tons of wheat for the im-
plementation of these projects
during the current dry season.
The projects included Lakutia
canal of about 10 kilometres
long and Dhopair canal of about
seven kilometres long.
Meanwhile, about 35 per cent
work has already been com-
pleted.

Ower 500 men and women
have been working on the
projects every day. A total of
2,19,508 cubic metres of earth
will be removed from these
canals.

Barisal paurashava has been

tmplementing six projects of

} repairing and reconstruction

of roads during the current
fiscal year.

According to an official
source, Taka 85 lakh Is being
spent for these projects.

The roads are: Bagura Road.
Kaunia Main Road, Hatkhola
Road, Bazar Road, SWA Road
and Shahid Zia Road.

A meeting of the members
of Barisal public library was
held here on Thursday with
Deputy Commissioner Mamtaz
Uddin, President of the Ii-
brary, in the chair.

S M Igbal, Secretary of the
library. read out the annual re-
port. ,

The report said, the library
earned Taka 5 92 408 f{rom
different sources including the
donation during the last three
years. [t incurred an
ture of Taka 5,12,878 durln‘
the same period.

The meeting adopted a
number of resolutions for de-

velopment of the library.

PATUA!IIALI

Work hard
to rehabilitate
destitute
people

Religious Affairs Muhammad |
Keramat Ali called upon the

personnel of Islamic Mission

to work with dedication to

provide free medical service

and rehabilitate the destitute
people of the society, reports
UNB. o

He was to the offi-
cials of Islamic Mission of the
locality while visiting the mis-

‘sion here Saturday.

Outlining the aims and ob-

.jectives of the mission the

Minister said, the mission
could very effectively work to’
check the degradation of social
and moral values in every-
sphere of life. »

He said, at present 28
Islamic Missions have been
working in different areas of
the country to give free medi-
cal treatment, promote social
discipline, remove ({lliteracy.
improve socio-economic con-
dition and rehabilitate the have
notes of the

More missions might be

- opened in future when fund is
' available with the government,

the minilt:r informed the

‘Later, he distributed relief
goods among the destitute
people of Barabighai at

-

Patuakhali, said an official
handout. - ' i
FARIDPUR
Successful
- sugar
crushing |
season -
Apr 4 Sugar Mills

prnducad 13 717 metric to
of sugar by crushing 1'?1480
metric tons of sugarcane in the
just concluded crushing sea-
son, officials said Sunday, re-
ports UNB.

While talking to UNB,
General Manager of the mills
KM Abul Quashem, informed
that the mills produced 37 per
cent above its annual produc-
tion capacity during the 161

days crulhhg period which
started on October 15 last
year. %

Taka 3.38 crore was given

to the registered growers of

the mills as loan in the last
year for sugarcane cultivation
and 99.8 per cent loan was re-
covered from them during the
season, he added.

The sucrose recovery dur-
ing the season was eight per
cent which was quite satisfac-
tory, the GM added.

About 15,200 acres of land
were cultivated for sugarcane
in the current crushing season.

CHANDPUR

~ Pemand for
card phone

system

Apr 4: Card phone system
needs to be introduced at
Puran Bazar at the town, which
is commercially developed

area since many years, reports

UNR..II"II‘I Bazar is a commer-
clally im t area and there
are as many as 10,000 trading
concerns including whole sale
centres besides government
offices and comunercial banks.

In the absence of card
phone, everyday many busi-
nessmen and traders are fac-
ing inconveniences to talk to
their people at the other
corner for business and other

The card phone at
Chandpur Head Post Office is
two miles away from Puran
Bazar. Besides, the turbulent
river Dakatia is also a bar to all
and the traders and concerned
people have to kill enough
time and energy to reach the
head post office.

The telephone exchange at
Puran Bazar has become abso-
lutely wom-out and it has lost
its longevity long ago. local
people alleged. The traders
said they cannot talk to their
clients and ether people
clearly over phone to know the
market position.

The businessmen of the
area said a card phone at the
Puran Bazar will ease the suf-
ferings of the people and gov-
ernment will also earn a huge
revenue.

- BARISAL

Heroin worth
Tk 6.5 lakh

recovered

Apr 4 . apur thana po-

lice under Jhalakati district
Sunday recovered about 62
grams of hervin. covered In a
polythene bag. worth about
Taka 6.50 lakh from a house of
Matbaria village of the district,
reports UNB.
. According to the police,
one Parveen Banu, 27 was also
arrested by the police from
that house allegedly linked up
with heroin business.

. accidents,

ﬁmonmm

Freedom
Fighters'
rally held

Apr rally of the
Freedom F"lght:rn belonging to
the Nikli and Bazitpur police
stations was held at Shararchar
Bazar recently, reports BSS.

M R Akhtar Mukul, a
Freedom Fighter synonymous
to the popular tra, a
commentary of the Swadhin
Bangla Betar Kendra, was the
chief guest at the rally. :

Abdul Matin Chowdhury and
Alaul Haq former Freedom
Fighter commanders were also
present in the rally.

Matiur Rahman, a union
parishad chairman presided
over the rally.

Speakers called upon the

. Freedom Fighters to uphold

the spirit of the liberation and
work for the progress and

_prosperity of Bangladesh.

CHITTAGONG
Public awareness
needed to
reduce fire
incidents

_Apr 4: Necessary training
about the use of modern appli-
ances alongwith public aware-
ness is required to combat fire
Minister for
Fisheries and Livestock
Abdullah Al-Noman said here
Saturday, reports UNB.

He was addressing as chief
guest at the inaugural cere-
mony of Fire Service and Civil
Defence Week at here
Saturday. Mayor of Chittagong
A B M Mohiuddin Ahmed
spoke as the special guest.

"Most of the fire accidents
occur due to carelessness and
as a result a huge nawonal
property is being damaged by

every year”, Noman *ob-

The function was also ad-
dressed by former Chief
Warden Kamal A Khan with the
Deputy Director of the Fire
Services Mohammad Ali Khan

in the chair.
A gang of dacoits

swooped on several shops at
Kalairhat in Boalkhali thana
and robbed Taka more than
nine lakh injuring four shop-
s on Sunday night.
tnesses said, the dacoits
numbcring about 25 stormed
into the hat firing gunshots
indiscriminately and looted
cash from the shops.
Seriously infjured Mabut
Sardar was admitted to the lo-
cal health complex.

PABNA

Body of
housewife
exhumed

Apr 4: Police exhumed the
body of a housewife from
Arifpur graveyard at the town
Sunday after nine days of her
burial, reports UNB.

The dead, identified as,
Rokeya Sultana, wife of Golam
Mahmud, reportedly known as
a Pir Shaheb, received burn in-
juries on March 12 and suc-
cumbed to injuries at her resi-
dence on March 26.

Rojy Ferdous, Sub-Editor,
Dainik Janata, sister of the
victim alleged that Rokeya was
killed by her husband. On the
basis of her al police
exhumed the body for autopsy.

A four-member medical
team conducted the autopsy
Sunday afternoon.

MYMENSINGH

Improved road
network can
change economy

Apr 4 : Communications
Minister, Oli Ahmed Sunday
said, the government 1s com-
mitted to bring about a marked
change in the field of commu-
nication, reports UNB.

"An improved communica-
tion network can contribute a
lot to the economic develop-
ment of a country”, the minis-
ter said while addressing a
public meeting at the local
thana parishad premises,
Sunday afternoon.

Presided over by local BNP
leader Nurul Haq., the meeting
was addressed, among others,
by Anwarul Hossain Khan
Chowdhury, MP, former
Minister Justice TH Khan, Dr
Mohammad Ali, Abul Bashar
Akhand and Advocate Fazlul
Hagq. ’
The practical exami-
nation, session 1988-80 of

111 B Sc¢ AG (Hons.) exam-
ination of the Bangladesh

ultural University (BAU)
will be held on April 8
(Tuesday) instead of May 02.
says a press release of the uni-
versity.

The cancelled part Il theo-
retical examination of plant
pathology at BAU centre will
be held on April 26 instead of
April 23, the press release
added.



