Hanuman Langur: Facing the Threat of Extinction
by Md Kamrul Hassan and Md Sohrab Uddin Sarker
The hanumaoan langwr prefers fo live alongside human hablfafions. In Keshabpur they

HE ancient relationship

between human and

non-human primates
has been more intimate and
complex tham any other
creature. Being nearest to man
in the evolutionary hierarchy.
primates have always been an
impoertant object for
understanding various aspects
of human society, behaviour,
etc.
In the present times, the
geographical range of primates
is meinly in the tropical and
subtropical belts, mostly in
South America, Africa and Asia.
Nowhere is there a greater
concentration of a variety of
species and forms than in the
relatively small area known as
South and Southeast Asia.

In South Asia. which in-
cludes the landmasses of
Afghanistan, Pakistan, India,
Bhutan, Nepal, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh and Burma, there
are as many as twenty-five dif-
ferent species of living pri-
mates. Our country is repre-
sented by ten species of pri-
mates which include one loris,
five macagques. one leaf mon-
. key, two langurs and one gib-
bon. It is a very encouraging
figure considering our total
land area.”
~ One of the two remaining
langurs, the hanuman langur
(Presbytis entellus) used to oc-
cur in the western part of
Jamuna-Brahmapytra river
system, west of 90 E in the
greater districts of Dinajpur,
Rangpur. Bogra, Rajshahi,
Pabna, Kushtia and Jessore. It
'is no more present in most
parts of its former range. It
does not occur in deciduous,
mangrove and rain forests of
Bangladesh. Only a viable popu-
lation of about one hundred
~ hanuman langurs in six troops
is surviving in the vicinities of
Keshabpur police station under
Jessore district. |

The vegetation of these ar-

is unclassified. It is neither
a lorest nor a protected area. It

mostly consists of planted
. trees which are partly deep
and partly light. The distribu-
tion of the vegetation is' more
concentrated in the villages of
Ramchandrapur and
Durghapur thana in other parts
of the area. It covers about

eight hectares of thick wood-
land and the langur troops uti-

"

OU regard the Ganga
river as your Mo-
- ther”, Veer Bhadra
Mishra tells people as he
points tp the decomposing
ru i the, water, "sq.why,
would. you de this to yeur
Mother?”

For although the river is
holy, it is not always pure.

In Varanasi, one of the old-
est cities in the world, ghats
(steps) lead down from the
many temples, shrines, large
old houses and princely resi-
dences. And to the ghats come
millions of people to bathe and
defecate, to wash clothes,
utensils and even buffaloes, to
cremate their dead, to collect
water for drinking, cooking
and rituals, to offer garlands to
Ganga the Goddess, or simply
to walk, sit, commune and
meditate.

This intense, ceaseless
round of human activity com-
bines with the indiscriminate
discharge of raw sewage, agri-
cultural wastes and industrial
effluents to pose a health haz-
ard for people who use the

- unireated waters.

In 1986 action was taken.
The assassinated Prime
‘Minister, Rjiv Gandhi, came to
Varanasi to inaugurate the
Ganga Action Plan (GAP), her-
alded as a "people’'s pro-

The first big effort to sys-
tematically control and moni-
tor pollution in the Ganga, the
Action Plan is primarily con-
cerned with the diversion and
treatment of domestic urbarn
sewage. which accounts for
nearly three-quarters of the
pollution load. |

About Rs 430.5 million (US
$ 24 million) was allocated to
Varanasi for the deévelopment

. of sewage pumping stations
and treatment plants, low-cost
sanitation and an electric cre-
matorium. But for the 1.5 mil-
lion people of this densely
backed holy city, the changes
remain essentially cosmetic.

Despite denials by the main
implementing agency of the
Plan, the Uttar Pradesh State
Jal Nigam (Water and
Sewerage Board — one of the
largest public sector under-
takings in Asia), wastewater
continues to flow at popular
bathing places such as Assi and
Dashashwamedh ghats. The

stations are often out
of action because of irregular
electricity supplies, lack of
spare parts and shortage of
technical staff.
- Similarly the electric cre-
matorium, although cheaper
and less energy-intensive than
burning bodies on a wooden
pyre, has not altogether pre-
~vented the practice of throw-
ing unburnt corpses into the

Ganga, whether for religiously

sanctioned reasons or because
the crematorium fee of Rs 50
- i8'too steep for some people.

And -as yet there is no
incinerator for animal car-
casses. '
One  problem with making
pollution control work is the

. diversion of money through

y damage garden
vegelables. Thus, they are the disiiked by the villagers who Iry fo drive them away.
Hence, the life of he hanuman langur is endangered by human beings also.

lize these for feeding. shelter
and roosting. Various fruit
yielding trees scrubs, bushes
are also found scattered all
over the home range of the
langur troops of Keshabpur.
But now-a-days. the villagers

have began to clear-up the

vegetation to use as firewood
and furnitures. As a result, the
langur population in this area
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has been affected.

The hanuman langur
prefers to live alongside hu-
man habitations. In Keshabpur
they damage jackfruits, man-
goes, guavas, sapodillas, pa-
payas, golden apples, lichees,
black berries. bananas. They
also damage various cultivated
crops and garden vegetables.
Thus, they are the disliked by

the villagers who try to drive
them away. Hence, the life of
the hanuman langur is endan-
gered by human beings also.

In addition, capturing,

poaching. and killing are also
threats to the survival of the
langur. The above activities
may be instrumental in d

the hanuman langur population
of our country and take it to a

peint of extinction within a
man langur is an integral part
of our wildlife and it
demands such a area for
its habitation, effective conser-
vation measures should be
immediately taken.

However, to ensure the
conservation of hanuman lan-
gur and other flora and fauna
in the vicinities of Keshabpur,
various measures need to be
adopted In order to
the information and to help
ensure the continuing exis-
tence of langur's primate di-
versity:
e As a long term project for

the survival and conserva-

tion of the hanuman langur
considerable . areas of

Keshabpur should be de-

clared a langur sanctuary

and a buffer-zone should be
effectively managed.

* A certain land area should
be selected and purchased
where suitable plants
species can be planted in
order to provide feeding,
roosting, shelter and undis-
turbed breeding activities.

* The Department of Forest
should work with the vil-
lagers to demarcate a forest
boundary, within which
felling of trees should be
prohibited.

* The Bangladesh Wildlife
(Preservation) Act, 1973
should be enforced inside
the area to end illegal cap-
turing, poaching and killing
of hanuman langurs.

¢ A programme for the edu-
cation about the environ-
mental awareness among
the public and publicity
campaign should immedi-
ately be taken up in order
to impress upon the local
people since it is only
hanuman langur species of
Bangladesh that are surviv-
ing here.

* Research on ecology, status,
distribution and behaviour
of this langur population

"~ within the vicinities of
Keshabpur needs to be un-
dertaken. i

* An adequate sustainable
conservation strategy
should be prepared imme-
diately by the Department
of Environment and Forest
in order to protect the lan-

gur species.

Participation without People Slows

-Down the Clean-up of the Ganga

by Sara Ahmed

Heralded as a 'poopb':mmm,'ncmvpdgnlochanup%’:ﬁy@mﬂvnhamw_&
difficulties — by failing fo listen to people’s views.

corruption and high' adminis-
trative costs, as suggested by
the air-conditipned offices,
cars bearing GAP nameplates
and frequent air-trips to Delhi
and the state capital, Lucknow,
to meet regional directors and
local politicians. As one vet-
eran social leader in Varanasi
exclaimed: "Some GAP engi-
neers are eating the money!”
Added another resident
who has lived near the river-
front for 30 years: "We feel

T ”

helpless. If Rs 20 million .is al-
located to a project, 60% is
swallowed by the project exe-
cutioners and 40% may reach
the project. That is why the
EIAF has had so little impact so

But the crux of the problem
is the failure to give real
meaning to a GAP buzzword:
participation.

Because of the powerful
popular cultural attachment to
the Ganga, the government
sees participation as the key to
the programme — the means
by which the scientific para-
phernalia associated with- pol-
lution control will be accepted
by the millions of Hindus for.
whom the Ganga is not "dirty’.

Unfortunately, as in so many
projects all over -the world, the
official approach to participa-
tion is more ceremonial than
real, Placards along the ghats
proclaim that to serve the
Ganga is to serve the nation. A
list of "don’ts”" reminds the
public not to use soap, wash
clothes or defecate in the river
without considering alterna-
tives. Elaborate annual con-
certs, Ganga Mahotsavs,. are
held at the main bathing ghat
where leaflets bearing similar
messages are distributed. After
the monsoons, national stu-
dent social service are
organise to clean the silt-cov-
ered steps. of the ghats,
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Meanwhile, a largely ineffi-
cient and corrupt police force
patrols the river-front to
check that people do not
threw rubbish or unburnt bod-
ies into the Ganga.

But unlike salt, participa-
tion is not an ingredient that
can simply be sprinkled on to
enhance flavour. As Panna Lal
Yadav, a local councillor puts it:
“In my opinion, they [the GAP]

forgot to include the people”,
The Plan reflects poor top-

“‘to-bottom communication, and
is acceptable to the powers-
that-be precisely because it
does not challenge the existing
institutional order.

The few non-government
organisations in Varanasi per-
form little better. They lack
the money ahd skills to sustain
action, and their focus on cul-
tural and religious perceptions
of the Ganga, as a means of en-
couraging participation, over-
looks social, economic and po-

litical realities.

Every vear, for example, the
Foundation set up by Veer
:Bhadra Mishra, a hydraulic
engineering professor at
Banaras Hindu University and
hereditary head of a temple in
the city, organises a children’s
painting competition on the
theme of water pollution, and’
folk music concerts where po-
ems and songs in praise of the
Ganga are interspersed with
environmental messages.

Environmental education is
one of the Foundation's two
basic objectives, but although
the education of children is
important in raising aware-
ness, putting the emphasis on
elite schools in Varanasi ex-
cludes the victims of environ-
mental destruction who do not
have access to formal class-
rooms. '
Similarly, water quality
analysis — its second objective
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— which could challenge unre-
liable or unavailable official fig-
ures, is not disseminated ei-
ther to public or to GAP agen-
cies.

The foundation admits its
‘limitations, pointing out that
all its executive members have
full-time jobs elsewhere and
have not been able to channel
the momentum raised at pub-
lic events.

Moreover, the office-cum-
information centre at the
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Ganga plan: Steps in t

right direcuan1

NVIRONMENTALLY har-'
mful impact of using
energies like oil, gas.
coal is a very well known to us.
The time has come to explore
venues for using energy like
sun which is environmentally
sound and this is not a mere
imagination but a reality that
has been materialised through
the use of solar energy. For the
conservation of nature and
protection of the earth, for the
sustainable and healthy de-
velopment of the human soci-
ety., misuse of ground energy is
to be reduced with the alterna-
tive use of sun — a boundless
source of energy. The sun gives
energy from outside causing no
loss to us, moreover, this is re-
newable source of energy. We
can use solar energy and re-
serve it as much as we need
which will certainly reduce the
prevailing energy crisis
throughout the world. : :

We are facing energy crigis
both in the developing and de-
veloped world but in reality
there shouldn't be energy crisis.
The real crisis exists in inven-
tion and transfer of technology
as well as use of technology. We
need technology for renewing
and reserving energy. We have

Foundation headquarters is
open only in the late evenings,
which means that children and
womer, crucial to the objec-
tive of its Clean Ganga
Campaign, are unable to visit
unless accompa
or older family member.
Nevertheless, cultural ex-
travaganzas which have made

the organisation so of
an international showpiece,
continue to be  held.

Participation is equated with

o

by D L Mallick

to develop a system of renew-

able technology in line with the '

production system.

. We have to think whether we
can afford the cost of the

we use, or misuse. Iis direct
cost as well other costs and its
application should be well eval-
uated. Most of the worlds re-
motest area dg not have

like electricity and gas but they
use fossil oil, coal and wood.
Thus, they are damaging the
natural reserves. We can never
reproduce these things. Than,
we have to seriously think
about renewable technology
which is to be ted with
the production system of a so-
ciety.

Solar Plant (one kind of
metal pan) is one of the renew-
able technology. It is a hydro-
electric sysiemn which takes en-
ergy from sun and reserve it for
week or long. Moreover, this is

tainable. This is neither so
complex nor tego costly and
,people can be self-reliant with
the power of sun. This is a very
dynamic technology, it can be
easily marketised. In most of
the developed countries, solar
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Getting the Most Out of the Sun
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A Difficult Choice: Tribes or Timber?

Sargwaok's indigenous people are at loggerheads with logging companies.
leah Makabenta of inter Press Service reports.

Sarawak. East Malaysia reads:

“This is a place for wor-
shipping God who is the great-
est of all. Because of this, we
will always stay here. because
these are burial sites. custom-
ary lands and our origin We
plead with you not to disturb
this place at all times because,
thére are people here who are
distressed "

As loggers move in on what
used to be traditional lands of
the indigenous people of
Sarawak, natives who rely on
the island's lush rainforests are
up in arms.

And despite the Malaysian
government's efforts to ap-

of Malaysia because there will
be little left to take.

Sarawak is currently the
worid's top tropical timber ex-
porter. But with the state's
forests under siege from log-
gers — with more than 18 mil-
lion cubic metres a year felled
last year — the green group
Sahabat Alam Malaysia [SAM-
Friends of the Earth) says most
of the forest in Sabah and
Sarawak will be gone in less
than a decade

A concerned Sarawak State
Government, in agreement
with the International Tropical
Timber Organisation (ITTO),
has decided to scale back its
log exports to 9.2 million cubic
metres by 1994. And in mid-
July, the neighbouring Borneo
state of Sabah decided to stop
log exports in the next three
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pease them by offering to
teach them alternative means
of livelthood, they are deter-
mined to keep whatever
can of their forest M
Sometime in the next few
years, according to less san-
guine predictions, logging will
come to end in the rainforests

large numbers of people listen-
ing passively to lectures and
exhortations. And the charis-
matic leadership that' has
earned Mishra the nickname
of River Man, does not provide
for a second echelon of leader-

As one teas owner put
it: "Big people to the
NGOs) have one set of teeth to
show and one to eat with. They
can't do anything for the
Ganga as they have no contract
with the people.”

And it is the people along
the magnificent river-front
who have been hit hardest.
The Doms, a low-caste group
who are guardians of the sa-
ered fire necessary for funeral
pyres, complain that the
commissioning of the crema-
torfum has
large slice of their income.

The .local administration is
trying to move the dhobis
(washermen) from the cen-
trally-located ghats to sites
down-stream. But the new
washing places are considered
too far away and were not de-
signed in consultation with the
dhobis and are thus perceived
as not properly serving their

washing and purposes.
The stdte l;{]‘l continue to |

play an important role in wa-
ter, but unless it takes the
public’'s views into account,
those at the bottom of society’s
pile will continue to suffer

deprived them of a |

social and economic exploi-
tation and the Ganga will never
be as clean as it could be.
_ — PANOSCOPE
Sara Ahmed is working on
water issues in , and
recently completed a PhD at

Cambridge on the Ganga

energy is used to run the mills,
factories and transports. Roofs
of many houses meet the needs
of household tion such
as energy for lighting and
cooking.

In Bangladesh, some non-
governmental organisations (for
instance  Nizera Kari), private
organisation and autonomous

plants.

However, their effort is not
so sufficient to popularise these
to the mass. We lack some in-
struments which are eostly but
very essential to construct solar
plants. This may be one of the
main barriers towards the
benevolent use of this dynamic
technology in our society. Then,
the question comes of innovat-
ing local and adapted foreign
technology that can be useful
and cost-effective in our country
too.

Technology transfer relates
to the cultural process of a so-
ciety. people are to be educated
well to use a new thing and
make the best use of it.
Awareness is to be built as well
as a new cultural goal is to be

fixed for getting ysed to puch a
new technology.
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only five per cent royalty

sale of the two mmnnm
that come under federal juris-
diction.

But all taxes and revenues
collected from timber go to
the state government. thus en-
couraging log exports and log-
ging.

Timber politics play such an
important part in Sarawak's
economy that its leaders can
hardly be expected to place
emphasis on forest
and sustainable management of
this valuable resource. explain
activists and opposition politi-
cians.

"Timber concessionary
rights have become the much
coveted prize for political of-
fice and power. engendering a
vicious cycle of timber politics
in Sarawak,” says economics

tion, environmental problems
and violation of customary land
rights are regularly received by
environmental groups from the
. Biddayuh, Kenyah, Kayan
and Kelabit — who identify
themselves collectively as
Dayaks — communities in vari-
ous parts of the state,

The popular resistance

f

rested in June for trying to
stop a logging company from
bulldozing his farmland.

But it is the Penan with
their blockades of timber
roads and other forms of resis-
tance to forest destruction
who have focused international
attention to the siege against
Sarawak's forests.

Logging firms have begun
encroaching into the remote
areas of the state, putting
them into conflict with the
Penan to whom the forests are
their world, their shelter and
their source of food. _

Well-documented effects of
logging on rural communities
include the destruction of wa-
ter catchment areas, water
pollution and the reduction of
food supply.

Some logging firms have
also proved insensitive to cul-
tural rights, bulldozing through
traditional burial . One
even built a right on top
of a burial ground in Uma
Bawang town. -

Having failed for decades to
get their rights to the forests
protected, the Penan have re-
sorted to blockading access
roads, barring the heavy trucks
and timber equipment.

. Since the early 1980s,
more than 400 people have
been arrested and many have
been charged in court for ille-
gal assembly, contempt of
court or for violations under
newly amended forestry ordi-

' nances that make such block-

ades an offence.
Comments SAM field officer
Raymond Abin: "The Penans

'were defending their custom-

ary land rights st the en-
croachments of the logging
company. The wooden block-
ml_ were erected on their

Secial activists say the con-
flict between the blockading
Penan and the Malaysian gov-
ernment illustrates how the is-
sues of development, environ-
ment and human rights are in-
ter-related.

Timber is Sarawak's life-
blood, with revenues ac-
counting for more than 50 per
cent of the state's tax income.
Although Sarawak produces
one-third of Malaysia's crude
oil and gas, the state receives
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the University of Malaya.

With vast areas of the state's
interior opened up for logging,
the IF—s od ““'m 'ﬂ
tribes like the Penan have
been under threat, while a'
handful of timber tycoons, the
political leaders of the compo-
nent parties of the ruling coali-
tion and their families benefit
from timber wealth.

"Logging is development,
not for reinvestment in the
future of Sarawak. It is devel- .
opment of immense personal
wealth of those politicidns who
hold the reins of power,”
Sarawak opposition MP Sim

Yang told an environ-

s § s Jpody bpase
: last y

But some state and federal
politicians have defended log-

in Sarawak by blaming
ahigin' cultivation practised
by native communities for de-

forestation.

Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad has been quoted as
saying that the Penans are
largely responsible for destroy-
ing the forests because they
move from place to place in-
stead of staying in one area and
managing the land properly.

Penan rights activists
counter that shifting cultiva-
tion would only cause defor-
estation if there is serve popu-

‘lation pressure and mushro-

oming of tural settlements.
There is no such pressure and
the pepulation of the natives is
so small, they say.

Presumably in line "th
Mahathir's idea that “"the
Penans need to live like human
beings”, service centres have
been set up to "integrate” the
nomadic Penans into Malaysian
society, including introducing
new eating habits and new
methods of obtaining food.

But while the Sarawak state
governments says it has spent -
at least US $1.6 million to help
the Penan, little seemns to have
ben acecomplished. Indeed,
Abin says the much-publicised
reserves, land set aside for
Penan communities, are "mere
lip service, nothing is being
done on the ground".

A Straits Times newspaper
article last year said, however,
that the Penans have been re-
luctant and unwilling "to ac-
cept and appreciate the physi-
cal developmerits that are be-
ing brought to them",

Meanwhile, the widespread
conflicts caused by logging ac-
tivities have remained unre-
solved. According to a SAM re-
port, plans are afoot to convert
thousands of hectares of sec-
ondary forest to oil palm plan-
tations where commercial
timber is no longer viable.

Many of these are native
customary lands, which means
more communities may have
reason to fear the loss of their
lands.

Arrest and prosecution have
not stopped the blockades of

“the tribal people who do not

seem to mind going to jail. And
when they return to their vil-
lage, they receive a hero's wel-
come,

Says Sim: "The blockades
are not criminal preblems that
can be handled by the police
and the courts. The problem
has political and social roots
and only when action is taken
to respect the human rights of
these Penans, Kenyahs Kay-
ans, Kelabits and [bans can the
problem be solved "




