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Environment, Human Rights and Women

by Saira Rahman
Many grass-roots environmental groups in

HE link hetween human

I rights and the environ-

ment was first elucidated
in the 1981 Alrican Charter of
Human and People Rights,
which stated that "all peoples
shall have the right to a gen-
eral satisfactory environment
favourable to their develop-
ment.” Apart from the Alrican
Charter, two other interna-
tional human rights instru-
menis, namely the 1966
International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights and the 1969 American
Convention on Human Rights
identify a link between human
rights and the Environment.
The 1969 American Con-
vention provides that ‘every
one shall have the right to live
in a healthy environment’, and °
that 'the state parties shall
promote the protection,
preservation and improvement
of the enwvironment.’

Furthermore, the very first
principle of the Rio Declara-
tion on Environment and
Development, 1992, specifies:
"Human beings are at the
centre of concerns for sustain-
able development. They are
entitled to a healthy and pro-
ductive life in harmony with
nature.” Thus, in order to de-
velop, survive and keep future
. @enerations on the right track,
a lot depends on how we treat
our environment today.

Many states have so far
adopted clauses in their con-
stitutions which link the rights
of their ecitizens to the envi-
ronment, building up a nation
ol environmentally conscious
human beings. ¢ constilu-
tions of Germany, Greece,
Panama, Mexico. Netherland,
Philippines, Thailand, United
Arab Emirates and more than
forty other countries expressly
recognise the right to a clean
environment. Some stipulate
the State's responsibility to
preserve the environment for
the state and its citizens; thus
the individual-has a substantive
right in relatiorf to the envi-
ronment. Provisions also im-
press on the collective duty of
citizens to safeguard thc envi-
ronment.
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distinctive and necessary link
between an individual and
his/her environment, but apart
[rom constitutional provisions
aud conventions which are
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concerned with the environ-
ment and pebple, irrespective
of sex, how do women relate to
environmental issues and-hew
do they specifically fit in?
Women in developing na-
tions control most activities in
the informal home economy,
which therefore brings them

i hiif"

we reach out to

} . "}‘w

our rools are

'inﬁw e:ir'!h

wWomen ¢ e ke

‘trees, h. t women
”i‘}ﬁafr; let the

b{lf‘: “I.h

Courtesy: Quarierly Adhuna

closer to the environment thar
men. About 50 per cent of the

warld's food, for example, is _

grown. by women; 80 per cent
of it in African nations. Women
also attend to such household
activities as waste dl:puul.
family sanitation, animal graz

ing the gathering of fuel. wa-

ter, lodder and animal wasles
for fertilizer and washing
clothes. In all thepe househeld
chores. women have (o make
choices linked to conservation;
for example, how and when to
begin cultivation of land sub-
ject o erosion, what kind of
fuel to use while cooking.
whether o use today's manure
as fertilizer or dry it to use as

fuel, whgre te dry the next
garbage pit etc
In countries the

domestic economy, ex

them to the eflects of envi-
ronmental degradation. As
trees in Alfrica due
. erosion and defor-
estation, and as services dry
up. women have to travel fur-
ther and further afield to
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Basic human rlghtn of
health, well-being and safe
wurktng conditions are part of
women's rights, which have
been recognised as being hu-
man rights as well. Thus (if
these rights are to be safe

fine link between women of
human rights and the envdy
ronment, and can safely say

that environmental degrada- .

different muntriﬂ have be-
come aware of their link to the
environment around them.

specially women in developing
countries who live close to the

land, so to speak. in compari-

-son to their sisters from de-

veloped nations.

Many grass-roots environ-

mental groups in developing |

countries, where poverty is
fought alongside pollution,
have been formed by women.
The Chipko movement in India
is specially notable. it saw a
significant struggle 15 years
ago of villagers, a, majority of
them women.. who organised

 themselves to fight against

logging by clinging to- the
trees
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How We can Make a Difference at Beijing

N thé last decade a major
I ity of member states of the

United Nations have en-
dorsed two documents to en-
sure women's rights and
development in order to bring
about Equality, Development
and Peace. These are the
Convention on the Elimination
of all forms of Discrimination
against ' Women and the
Forward Looking Strategies.

The World Conference
Women to be held in Beijing in
September 1995 is expected
- to adopt a Platform of Action
until the year 2000 which will
be based on an evaluation of
the FLS which were endorsed
by the General Assembly
resolution 40/108 in 1985.

The process of bringing about
equality in gender retations
will need to continue at inter-
national, regional and national

levels. As part of their com-

mitment towards gender
equality each member state is
expecied to submit a country

~ report on the extent t¢g which -

it has been able e implement
the FLS. Each region is also
expected to formulate a plat-
form of action.

The Forward Looking
Strategies call for :
Sexual Equality

* the elimination of all -forms
of discrimination against
WO-THen
equal rights under the law
equal rights to marriage
and divorce

* the eslablishment, in every

- country, of a high-level gov-
ernmental body to monitor
an implement progress to-
wards equality,

Women's Autonomy
and Power

* the right of all women — ir-
respective of marital status
— to buy. sell. own and ad-

minister property and
other resources indepen-
dently

* the protection of women's
rights to land. credit, train-

ing, investment and income

as an integral part of all
agrarian reform and agri-
cultural development

* the equal involvement of
women, at every stage and
level of development

* the promotion of women io

positions of power at every
level within all political and

in its -

legislative bodies in order
to achieve parity with men

. * measures to promote equal

_distribution of productive

resotirces and reduce mass
- poverty among women,
particularly in tiges of
economic recession.

Recognition of women's
++ recognition of the extent
and value of women's un-

» paid work, inside and out-

side the home
¢ inclusion of women's pa{d

and unpaid work in national

accounts and economic sta-
tistics

* -the sharing of domestic re-
sponsibilities”

». the development of ser-

vices, to reduce women's
child-care and domestic
workload. including intro-
duction of incentives to en-

courage employers to pro-.

vide child-care facilities
for working parents

* Lhe establishmen! of flexi-
ble working hours to en-
courage ' the sharing of

child-care and domestic
work between parents.

Health Services and
Family Planning

* equal access to health ser-
vices

* adequate health facilities
for mothers and children

* every woman's right to de-
cide on the number and
spacing of her children,
and access to family plan-
ning for every woman

* discouragemfent of child-
-bearing at too early an age.

Advances in Women's
Paid Work :
* equal employmént oppor-
tunities

* equal pay for work of equal

value

* recognition of the extent
and value of wpmen's work
in the informal sector

* measures to encourage

- women to work in male-
dominated occupations and
vice versa, in order to de-

_ segregate the work place

. prefcrentla]' treatment in

fHiteracy rates ate still much higher for young women than men
.~ the widest gaps between women and men are in Africa and
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Sub-Saharan Africa
Northern Africa and western Asia
Eastern and south-easternt Asia

Southern Asia

* adequate social security and
unemployment benefits.

Better Educational
Opportunities

* equal access to education

- and training

¢ efforts to have more girls
study subjects usually se-
lected by boys, and vice
versa, in order to desegre-
gate curricula

» ‘efforts Lo ensurethat girls
don't drop out of school -

* the provision of adult edu-
cation for women.
The Government of

Bangladesh has preparéd a

country report which it will be

submitted to the Asia and

Pacific to be

held in Jakarta this June. As in

other countries the govern-
ment should share their ph

with as large a cross section of
women as possible to ensure
representation and consensus.

But as citizens and as wemen

we need to make our concerns

known to our own govern-

ment, so that it is made aware
of the voice of the women's
movement. We need to analyse
the social, legal, political and
economic factors which act as
constraints on women's devel-
opment; we need to formulate
strategies and policies which
will bring about progressive

equality, ad we need to fy
mechanisms to be used m
ernment, non-government
agencies as well as the com-

munity through which we can

implement these strategies. In
doing so we need to isolate the
forces which work against the
interest of women. We can do

this by engaging in an ex-

change amongst ourselves, by
writing in the media so that.
our ideas are taken ‘note of. We
need to interact at every stage
of formulation of policies and
plans, of strategising to make
sure that the country report is
not merely a paper document
to be preserved in UN
archives, and that wg are di-

mﬂgl involved in planning for

An NGO Preparatory

Committee for Beijing '95 is __

currently working _through
consultations with women
from all over the country to
draw upon their experiences
to formulate a of action. —
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in Dhaka's Ramna park

weak th walk or even stand.
The night before the 10 year-
old girl was raped by two men
who lured her by
food she had not eaten for a

day. Anwara still remembers

that frightful night. “As | was
preparing to sleep on the
pavement on that night, tweo
men arrived and told me that
they would give me some food
if | went with them to a

house.” said the street girl

who had eventually agreed to
the proposal and was cheated.
Born in the southern dis-
trict of Faridpur, Anwara has
suffered poverty, hunger and
exploitation since birth. She
was three years old when her
day laborer father divorced
her mother who left her with
the father and remarried. A
few months later the father,
took a new wife who had been
most unkind to little Anwara.
“She would often beat me and
give me very little food to eat.”
remarked Anwara. She also
recalls a frightening experi-
ence one day when her step
mother, wanting to kill her
held her under water Iin a
pond near their home. A
neighbour saved her life and
arranged for her to travel tb
Dhaka, 150 kilometers south
from her village, to live with
her own mother. Rongbahar
(36). iving in a Dhaka sham.
She was then seven years oid.
Poor Anwara was not very
warmly received by her own
mother either. “She consid-
ered me a burden to her family
where she had three more
children by the new husband.”
sald Anwara. Rongbahar, a
spice-grinder at a local restau-
rant, arranged a job as house-
maid for Anwara at a rich
man's house at the other end
of the city. In this house
Anwara used to work long
hours washing and cl .ng
causing fer back to ach.e so
that she could not sleep prop-
erly. .
Despite the hardship,
Anwara continued to work
there for two years after which
she lost the job because of her
master's moving to another
district. Anwara returned to
her mother 'whe snatched away
all the money she had saved
and drove her away from
home. “She told me | was o6ld
enough to earn my own living
and slammped the door
closed.” remembers Anwara.
For the first few days
Anwara was happy on the

street surviving on begging or
whatever nd-d Jjobs she could
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A Victim of the
Flesh Trade

by Bernard Gomes

She had ne regular income. and complained to the woman
which meant ghe often starved | was staying with but she
or remained halfi-fed. Chances forced me (o go with them
of her getting a job as a house and have sex with them for
maid were nil because of lack which they pald me.,” said
of contacts or credibility. “Still mm-u-:-d%
| was happy with the freedom. the pimp would take away

Nobody loved me on the the money Anwara would
street, but beat me or earn and gave her only food
scolded me either.,” sald and clothes instead. "1 clearly

street

girl — Jood, clothes,
shelter and cosmetics. She

star clad in beautiful dresses
and loved by all. But then the

woman gradually began to
pressurize her to encourage

jected to this at the hﬂ.lnnnu
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child . prmutulu — either
brothel based or fNoating.
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find such as street sweeping or

cleaning an office compound.
T will need much skill to
change from being an outs-
poken journalist to master

the subtleties of diplomacy.
This is precisely what Pakis-

tan's most famous woman
journalist Maleeha will be
doing in Washington.

By nominating her to the
crucial post of ambassador to
the United States, Prime Minis-
ter Benazir Bhutto is signalling
that her government intends to
bring a much-needed dose of
pragmatism te Pakistan's fo-
reign relations.

As Lodhi was being briefed
by the foreig—  Tice, Foreign
Minister Sardar Assef Ahmed
Ali said: "Pakistan will follow
the foreign policy of the past,
but will make adjustments
wherever required”.

These "adjustments” will be
most important in relations
with the Clinton administration.
Though relations bet~cen the
US and the world's second most
populous Muslim country have
improved a little .in recent
months, they are still far from
those in the Cold War days
when Pakistan was one of
w 's closest alliés.

Bhutto, in office for the sec-
ond time since the October elec-
tions, seems determined to re-
store relations to their previous
closeness without giving up
Pakistan's nuclear programme.
By nominating Lodhi to the
world’'s most important capital
at this critical time, she has put
trust in a long-standing confi-
dante.

Lodhi was Pakistan's first

woman editor of a national daily

and later of the country's
largest circulation English lan-
guage newspaper,The News.
She is a blend of maoglernism
and Islamic values,

A PhD in politics from the
London School of Economics,
ve woman.

'She is well-versed in the Wes-

tern ideas and values, having
lived in the West for almost a
decade. She is on first name
terms with Bhutto and a be-
liever in Islamic values.

Lodhi's nomination sends
the signal that Pakistan is not
the religious hardline state

many in the US administration
believe but a modern nation be-

lieving in the pragmatic inter-

pretation of Islam.

By clearing her appointmend

=

With her short hair and
plump cheeks, Anwara is adept
at alluring her clients by her
inviting smiles and infatuating
look. She earns Tk 60-100 (US
$1.50-2.50) a day working
mostly from evening to late
night. She spends a consider-
able amount of money in buy-
ing cosmetics which she puts
heavily on her face, normal for
a girl of her profession.

Anwara does not have a

permanent shelter. She sleeps
on the footpath, or in other

public places such as railway
station and bus terminals. She
pays a regular toll to police or
gate keepers of parks to aveid
harassment

Anwara, however, faces sex-
ual harassment from Mustans
imusiemen) on the street. A
few months ago Anwara was
gang raped by mustans who
noet only inflicted terrible
physical injury but also ruined
her iriendship with a young
boy who wanted to her.
“Jasim came to my lift as a de-
liverer wanting to give me a
new life. But he misunderstood
‘me and left me after this inci-
dent.” said Anwara sadly to a
World Vision researcher who
had heiped Anwara to get
some medical treatment fol-
lowing the incident.

World Vision., an NGO has
recently conducted a study on
Dhaka's street girl children
who, according to a UNICEF
estimate. number 100,000.
Among the street children,
many earn their living as child
prostitutes like Anwara. The
study analysed the situation of
street girl children for whom
World Vision, an international
NGO, is presently considering
launching a special rehabilita-
tion programme. “We are
planning a rehabilitation cen-
ler where street girls includ-
ing street prostitutes would
come and spend time together
learning literacy and job
skills,” "We will also provide
them medical services when
needed,” says Sylvester Costa,
the coordinator of the study
and manager of the Child .
Survival Project.

Anwara is happy that she is
linked with Werld Vision
where she recently gathered
with other street child prosti-
tutes for a focus group discus-
sion necessary for the study.
"World Vision people are nice
and caring and | trust them."
says Anwara. “If | get a shelter
and an employment at a gar-
ments factory. | wbuld defi-
nitely leave this profession of
indignity and insecurity,” she
adds.

The writer (s a Communi-
cations Manager of World
Vision. Bangladesh.

A Woman Joumalist Masters
the Subtleties of Diplomacy

J a#ed A Malik writes from Islamabad

in the shortest time on record,
the army, the real power in
Pakistan, has shown how keen
it is to portray a differént image
of Pakistan to the US adminis-
tration.

Lodhi is well-known to the
Western media through her in-
depth analyses of political and
strategic issues in South Asia.
She will allow Pakistan to put
forward a united front in
Washington for the first time in
many years. In the past, Pakis-
tan’s army has been seen to
have its own agenda with the .
US, often opposed to tHe civilian
governments.

As with her previous as-
signments, Lodhi will not find
the task easy. Although the US
has not put Pakistan on the list
of es sponsoring terror-
ism, as once threatened, it still
faces "international isclation-
ism" in the words of Bhutto.

On the vexed unclear issue,
the US now wants to treat India
and Pakistan on equal levels.
For Islamabad it will obviously
not be easy to get an "equal”
status with a neighbour seven
times its size.

The US recognises the nu-
clear race between India and

Pakigtan is linked to their dis-
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pute over the state
of Kashmir. That dispute
started in 1947 when the sub-
continent was divided into India
and Pakistan by Britain, the
colonial power. Islamabad

- maintains that Kashmir, India's

only Muslim-majority province,
should be part of Pakistan.
India rejects that claim, saying

Kashmir is its integral part.

Any concessions on Kash-
mir, Lodhi knows, will antago-
nise the oppositien critics back
home and could jeopardise her
job. Sentiments are so high over
Kashmir that no government
could keep power after soft

economiic crunch, realises it
must ease tensions with India
because at the present level
Pakistan's defence bill — near-
ing six per cent of GDP — s
unsustainable,

The US cut off economic and
mllitm]r help in 1990, alleging
Pakistan was developing nu-
clear weapons. It was then
Pakistan's largest donor, a place
since taken over by Japan.
While Pakistan has survived
this cutewell, its US-dependent
air force has been badly af-
fected.

Lodhi's first priority will be
to get a significant portion of
this aid restored — a tricky sit-
uation because the US insists
on "rolling back”™ nuclear pro-
gramme in exchange for aid
restoration. Pakistan says it
would reconsider its programme
if India does the same.

Pakistan's second woman

=

ambassador in its 46-year his-
tory is taking up a job that can
make her a part of history if
while in office
to resolve the Kashmir dispute.
For the first time in her life,
Lodhi will be helping formulate
and implement foreign policy as
well as interpreting it

is made

JAVED A MALIK is a reporter

on The Daily News' in Islama-
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