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Khmer Rouge accepts| 21 orphans, 13 Red Cross officials(

1994

proposal for truce

PHNOM PENH,
Khmer Rouge gue
has agreed to King Norodom
Sihanouk's for a na-
tionwide truce, reports AP.

Fighting has intensified in
recent weeks and, the UN
World Food Programme says,
driven some 55 000 people
from their homes in two west-
ern provinces.

On Monday, Sihanouk called

y 4: The
la group

for an immediate cease-fire .

and the establishment of a
commission \with two generals
from each side to monitor it.
Then peace talks would be
held either in Cambodia or at
Sihanouk's guest home Iin
North Korea. The government
has agreed to the proposal.
ln a letter to Sihanouk

India launches
satellite
into orbit

NEW DELHI. May 4: India's
space agency successfully
launched a 113-kilogramme
(248.6 pound) satellite into

orbit today, officials said, re-°

ports AFP.

The 5.30 am (00.00 GMT)
lift off i from the Sriharikota
launch site in southern India
was described by Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO)
officials as a "grand success”.

The satellite put into orbit
by a IVE-stage experimental
rocket known as ASLV-D4 is
expected to send back exper-
imental astronomical data, the
officials said.

B

Tuesday, Khmer Rouge
President Khieu Samphan said
he happily accepted the truce
proposal but added that past
truce agreements have been
repeatedly broken by the other
side.

Khieu Samphan said talks
should eventually take place in
a neutral place, whether it is
inside or outside the country.

He previously had insisted
on holding them outside of
Cambodia, a condition the gov-
ernment rejected. The secu-
rity of the Khmer Rouge dele-
gation cannot be ensured in
Phnom Penh, Khieu Samphan
said.

The Khmer Rouge has
stepped up attacks in the ad-
joining western provinces of
Battambang and Banteay
Meanchey since recapturing
the guerilla headquarters at
Pailin in Battambang on April
19. It was relatively quiet in

"~ the provinces Tuesday.

The refugee exodus from

the two provinces is by far the
largest since the United
Nations organized elections in

May 1993 to help end
Cambodia's civil war.
Communist- Khmer Rouge

guerillas boycotted the elec-
tion and continued fighting.

Some of the heaviest re-
ported fighting has been for
Treng, a strategic commune
along Route 10 between the
Battambang capital town and
Pailin. |

On Tuesday. Premier Prince
Norodom Ranariddh said the
guerilla appeared to be pulling
back from Treng.

L

Floods claim 39 in China: rioding

triggered by torrential rains caused 39 deaths, and affected

40 towns

and districts in southeastern China's Fujian

province, the China news service said yesterday, AFP reports

from Beijing.

Sanming district was the worst hit with 16 dead, 200,000
homes damaged and 61,000 hectares of farmland flooded, the
agency said. The downpour lasted from Sunday to Tuesday, it

Richard sl:anz

whese more than 250 books

dead. Richard Scarry,
r children have sold over 100

million copies round the world, has died at his home in
Switzerland, a family spokesman sajd Tuesday, Reuter reports

from New York.

Scarry, 74, died Saturday of a heart attack at his home in
Gstaad, according to spokesman Dean Bender in a statement

released here.

" Trained at the Boston museum ari school, Scarry launched

his illustrating career in 1949 by dping the drawj
book for western printing division called "Mouse's House

for a

Mahathir in France: vaaysin prime
Minister Mahathir Mohammad arrived Tuesday on a two-day

private Wisit during

which he will meet with his French

counterpart Edouard Balladur and local business leaders, AFP

reports from Paris.

the Amtra company, France is competing with

Canada to build an underground

system in Kuala Lumpur, a

worth an estimated 780 million dollars.
A project for the French oil company ELF to build a refin-

ery in

is a also under consideration. Mahathir leaves
Thursday for the United States.

Indian warehouse blast kills 22:

At least 22 people. including nine children, were killed when
a warchouse storing fireworks exploded in India's western
state of Maharashtra, a police spokesman said today.

He said the explosion which occurred on Tuesday night.
also injured 76 people in Chikalthane village in the Solapur
district. The village is over 400 km (250 miles) from India's
commercial centre of Bombay, the capital of Maharashtra.

Police believe sparks from a fireworks display fell on the

BRUSSELS, May 4: Twenty-
one orphans and 13 Rwandan
Red Cross officials were mas-
sacred in an attack on a school
in Butare, spouthern Rwanda. a
Belgian Red Cross official
stated Tuesday, reports AFP.

He said the orphans, aged
between three and 12, were
among 545 gathered at the
school after being taken there

iﬁmu:caplmm@umw
4. following

an outbreak of
hln-udahcd among the Tutsi
minority and the Hutu major-
ity.

"It is most likely that the
victims were of the Tutst eth-
nic group,” the official, Pascal
Dufour said, adding that they
were slaughtered in front of
other children by unidentified
- The Red Cross volunteers
were also killed, with the
headmaster of the school, who
had tried to prevent the
slaughter.

In Venega, the International
Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) said the children had
been taken to Butare from
Kigali by orphanage staff who
thought they would be safer in
the ‘southern town.

The ICRC said it was
"shocked” by the ethnic blood-
shed that has claimed more
than 100,000 lives in Rwanda
since the death in a plane
crash of President Juvenal
Habyarimana on April.

The provisional Rwandan
government has blamed the
mainly Tutsi rebels of the
Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF)

for shooting down the aircraft.

Habyarimana last year cut a _*

peace pact with the RPF.
“The international commu-
nity must intervene in Rwanda.

It must t this massacre, the
worst that Africa has ever
known" Dulour said.

Fighting among the Hutus .
and the Tutsis raged on in -

Rwanda on Tuesday as the
United Nations bid in Arusha,
Tanzania, to bring delegations
from the government and the

RPF face-to-face for peace’

talks.

On April 24, troops of the -

Rwandan - presidential- guard
massacred 170 injured people,
mainly Tutsis, in an attack on a
Butare hospital, according to
the Belgian branch of the relief
agency Medecins Sans Fron-

-tiers (MSF: doctors without:

eall':whi_le,' Four weeks of
atrocities in Rwanda show no
signs of abating as the killers

hunt down the living with in-

creasing ferocity, ignoring for-
eign calls for a halt to the vio-

lence.
Hundreds of Rwandan gov-

ernment troops, militiamen
and a mob armed with
grenades and knives blocked
the escape aboard a UN convoy
in the capital Kigali of 300
-S’rf%mgﬁ%’?“““m with death

Three UN peacekeepers
were wounded when mortar
bombs hit Kigali airport on
Tuesday during bommbardments
between the rebel Rwanda

Patriotic Front (APF) and gov-

ernment forces.

massacred in Rwanda

Enled ng Kigeli 'f Ndahmdurwa of Rwanda poses in

Washingto

n's Union Station May 3. According to the king,

only UN military intervention can.end the carnage in

Rwanda. King Kigeli was deposed 33 years ago.

— AFP photo

" zation &

warchouse, triggering the explosion. Villagers had been cele-
brating during a Hindu festival.

Keny: Mfmmmhnp toll now 276:

yan ferry accident has reached 276
after 88 more bodies were retrieved from the sunken vessel
when it was refloated in the port city of Mombasa. officials
said yesterday, AFP reports from Nairobi.

The Mtongwe ferry carsying more than 300 commuters
capsized on Friday. Seventy people were rescued.
President Daniel Arap Moi has appointed a commission of

inguiry to investigate the accident., widely blamed on over-

loading.
US launches spy satellite: meus a
force launched a rockei carrying a spy satellite Tuesday after
failed attempts in two weeks AFP reports from Cape
The unmanned Titan four blasted off from Cape Canaveral
mhﬂym heading northeast over the Atlantic on its way
to deploy what military space experts believe it is an
electronic eavesdropping device.
Officials would not give details on the satellite.

7 injured in Somalia: rw
mmﬁmmmmmmwum
Somali capital of Mogadishu, when protestors “were “hired
-wwwmum opened fire, radio
reports from London.

Aideed, MWIIIUMNMMEM

used hired gunmen, who opened fire en the people who were
expressing their patriotism.”

Gore will lead

Jeriého—'-an unlikely capital
for Palestinian self-rule

JERICHO, May 4: The
sleepy town of Jericho, in an-
cient times the site of grand
passions, seems an unlikely
capital for Palestinian self-rule,
reports AP.

Its palm-lined boulevards
feature pleasant cafes, not
buildings of state. One site
proposed for use by the
Palestinian authorities is now a

hotel.

Jericho lacks a university or
an intellectual elite features
that place Hebron, Nablus and
east Jerusalem at the center of
Palestinian political life.

But this town of 15,000
people is unquestionably a
WI‘IHOII Organi-

. one of the
factors leading its leadership
to demand that Israeli nego-
tiators include it in nego-

tiations last year.

It salso is the first stop for
the 6800.000 Palestinians and
visitors who cross the Allenby
Bridge from Jordan every year,
making it a throughway for the
West Bank produce that moves
to the Arab world. Jericho's
economy is based mainly on
agriculture.

Many leading Palestinians
own second homes in Jericho,
considerably warmer in winter
then other parts of the Wesl

Bank. In summer, (empera-
tures soar above 104 degrees
Fahrenheit and slow life to a
crawl.

Jericho wasn't always so
quiet. Some scholars say its
11,000 years of settlement
make it the oldest town on

_ Earth

In .948, its population
boomed from 2,000 to 70,000
with an influx of Palestinian
refugees from Israel's inde-
pendence war. The reverse
occurred when Israel captured

Radicals protest
Cairo accord

SIDON, May 4: Radical
Palestinians called for protest
strikes in refugee camps in
Lebanofh on Wednesday after
the PLO and [srael signed an
accord giving Palestinians con-
trol over Jericho and the Gaza
Strip, reports AP.

Bumning tires blocked inlets
to the Ein el-Hilweh camp, the

in Lebanon with 60,000
inhabitants. Black posters,
reading "Down with the
Accord of Treason™ and "To
Hell with the Shameful Cairo

" spanned the al-
ys of the camp, on the
outskirts of Sidon.

" Cairo. Egyp

the West Bank in the 1067
Mideast war. with the popula-
tion dropping from 80.000 to
7,000 as refugees fled into
Jordan.

Now. as PLO chief Yasser

Arafat I%' to assume con-
tro the autonomy ac-

cord signed Wednesday in
t, it again will ex-
pand. Plans are underway to
build an additional 3.000
homes for incoming Palesti-
nian officials.

The Old Testament tells of
the Israelites shouting down
its walls, their first conquesl
in the promised land after they

' crossed the Jordan River:

Jews apparently settled the
area for many tenturies. The
"Peace on larael” synagogue,
currently, occupied by settler
protesters, dates from the sev-
enth century AD.

In the New Testament.
Jericho is mentioned as being
near the Mount of Temptation.
the site of the devil's at-
tempted seduction of Jesus.

That site. now the scene of
an annual pilgrimage. will be
under Palestinian authority
with the autonomy accord
Israel and the PLO signed.

So will the nearby Nebi
Musa, the site where Muslims
believe Moses 1is burled
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thn nlnnnﬂim of ex-Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. Thousands of Sikhs lost their lives in

— AFP photo

| Lanka Freedom

10 killed in
Afghan
fighting

KABUL, May 4: At least 10
people were killed and 80
wounded in a brief but intense
overnight infantry attack by ri-
val factions battling Afghan
President Burhanuddin Rabba-
ni, frontline and hospital sour-
ces said today, reports AFP.

A combined infantry force

of Prime Minister Gylbuddin

Hekmatyar and Uzbek General
Abdul Rashid Dostam based in
and around the old Microrayan
Housing Estate attacked pro-
Rabbani troops across the
Kabul river in an attempt to
establish a foothold there.

“The enemy's morale was
took weak to sustain an in-
fantry attack so they used the
heavy weapons.” frontline
commander Sabro of the de-
fending pro-Rabbani troops
told AFP.

Speaking from his base in
the new Microrayan Housing
Estate facing the Uzbek oppo-

sition dug-in no more than

100) metres across the Kabul
river, Sabor said three of his
men were wounded while he
had received a report that at
least 10 of the attacking force
had been killed.

The 30-minute exchange of
small-arms fire was the most
intense witnessed by locals for
several weeks.

No-confidence
motion against
Lankan govt

COLOMBO, May 4: The op-
position has moved a no-confi-
dence vote against the gov-
ernment. blaming it for price
rise, corruption and violation
of human rights, officials said
Wednesday. reports AP

The motion will be debated
on Thursday, but it is likely to

| be defeated as the governing

United National Party holds

125 of the 225 seals iIin
| Parllament
The main opposition Sri

Party and
other groups thal moved the
motion also have faulted the
government for got bringing
peace to the north and east,
where more than 19,000 peo-
ple have been killed in the a
Tamil separatist rebellion.

The other signatories to the
motion were the United
Socialists Alliance, the Peoples
United People and one law
maker of the Tamil United
Liberation Front.

At least four similar no-con-
fidence motions have been de-
feated in the past.
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‘Africa and Mozambique has a tribal-rooted history

Dlamini,
been the

is allowed,”

The Duily Star 5

Off th Rord

reignambauﬂdnuuﬁmfautmm
abroad, h:tthnuﬁ'mntlﬁismnﬂmuﬂmmﬁfﬂcanmuunmy
face their hardest choice before depurﬂng —which wife to
take with them, reports AP.

The mountainous kingdom smldwichad between South
of

. with men being allowed to have several wives.

Itnhnundtnhavanninfnrmalpulicynf its am-

bamdurstutakethelrmmnndchﬂdmnwlththmm

posted abroad.

But Minister Solomon Dlamini changed that at the

| latest Parliament meeting Monday.

Responding to a question, Dlamini said ambassadors with

-multiple wives would have to leave all but one behind when

scrvmgmaﬁ:reignmuntljr
“Theambaauadummmlykecpun:hwu:m“ﬂmw-
country, so he usually goes with only one wife,” sald Felizwe
of Swazi Foréign Affairs. “This has always
policy but sometimes dignitaries work around it.”~
He said all five of the current Swazi ambassadors have one |
wife, so the issue has been dormant. : |

'Itsuptuthemanhnwnmnymmhﬁhaa but gamy
Dlamini said. pﬂ]?
Swaziland gained lndcpendanne from Britain in 1968 and
is currently ruled by Mswati IIl, who is believed to have
at least five wives. His father, thelattKlngSobhu:nHm-

poﬂncﬂyhadmthmlﬂﬂm

Bldtoselllhkenmmm

TEHRAN: Two conmen have been arrested trying to sell
what they said was thé body of an ancient Persian King, an
Iranian news on Tuesday, says Reuter.

The mummy, priced at 20 billion rials (11 million dollars),
was a fake, so wcrl:thchuycru who turned out be police.

The Daily Kayhan said Tehran police worked four months
to set up the deal with antique smugglers who claimed they
had the body of Xerxes, an Achaemenied King killed by palace
conspirators in 465 BC.

Police arrested the pair at a rendezvous in the northwest-
ern city of Urumiyeh and seized the mummy, it said.

~ *Tests at the Tehran cultural heritage organisation showed
that the exp-ertly mummified body is fake ... it is not even a
human cnrpse Hayhan said. ;

LONDON: The Princess of Wales, is angry and humiliated
that topless pictures of her are being hawked round the
world for up to one million pounds (1.5 million dollars) by a

Spanish agency. press reports here said Wednrsday
AFP. .

But first-known
“topless” pictures of the Fs
princess are said to show her [
lying face down, and British |°
publications have so far [
proved reluctant to snap §
them up.

The princess told a friend |
the intrusion into her pri- §
vacy was “like a rape.” said
the Daily Mail, adding the | &
news of the photographs had &
left her feeling angry and
“utterly humiliated.”

There were unconfirmed
reports from Madrid Tuesday
that Spamish magarzine "Hola"
the parent publication of
Britain's “Hello™ magazine 4 !
had paid an undisclosed sum for phutngraphs of the princess
with her bikini top on. The topless pictures remained un-
. sold.

It was also suggested the two magazines might save the
princess from world-wide embarrassment by buying the
negatives — not to print them, but to ensure they were never
published.

A spokesman for the Madrid-based Buropa press agency,
which is selling the photographs, claimed they were
“inconclusive” and would not necessarily be sold.

“She is sunbathing with her face down, she is not wearing
a top. ... | do know there is a lot of interest from some papers
in the UK, but at the moment they are not sold,” he added.

The princess' lawyers are still in dispute with the Daily
Mirror and Sunday Mirror over "Sneak™ photographs taken
last year as she worked out in a London gym.

DPRK won't accept full

the

.inspections of N-sites

TOKYO. May 4: North Korea
said it would not accept full in-
spections of its nuclear siles,
and warned it would exchange
critical fuel rods by itself with-
out the presence of Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) inspectors., reports

AFP.
A North Korean [oreign

ministry spokesman made the
remark late Tuesday in reply
to IAEA requesis for samples
of spent fuel to test whether
any fissile material had been
diverted for military use.

The spokesman said in an
interview with the Korean
Central News Agency (OKCNA)
that if the IAEA continued to
call for the sampling of the
rods, "we will have no other
alternative but to replace the
fuel rod(s) according to our
operation plan.”

He said that replacement of
the fuel rods was urgent and
could "be delayed no longer,
either from the technical point
of view" or for the sake ol se-
curity, according to a KCNA
dispatch monitored here.

But the spokesman said
North Korea was still willing to
accept full inspections “when
the nuclear issue is resolved in
a package deal at the future
DPFRK (North Korea)-USA
talks.

The Vienna-based IAEA has
said it would not send experts
to observe the replacement of
fuel rods at a five-megawatt
experimental nuclear reactor
unless they were allowed com-

plete inspections.
According to US officials,
the changing of fuel rods, pos-

sibly in the next few weeks,
could provide enough pluto-
nium for Pyongyvang to make
four to five nuclear bombs.

"Il we allow the selective
measurement of the fuel
rod(s}, the Agency secretariat
will find a new pretex for
pressure on the DPRK." the
North Korean, spokesman said.

"We can no longer allow the
IAEA secretariat to use our
nuclear problems as a political |
expedient.” the spokesman

added.

US team to SA

WASHINGTON, May 4: Vice-
President Al Gore will lead the
US delegation to the inaugura-
tion next week of Souih Afri-
ca’'s first black president, Nei-
son Mandela. reports Reuter.

. US officials said Gore would
lead a jon that would
include a number of distin-

Americans in and out

SINGAPORE, May 4: Citing
Singapore's close relations
with the United States, the
government Wednesday re-
duced the sentence of an
American teen-ager found

of vandalism from six to
lashes, reports AP

A press statement from the
government noted that

group will
Secretary Mike Espy.

President Clinton had publicly
commented on the case of
Michael Fays punishment
three times.

To reject his appeal totally
would show an unhelpful dis-
regard for the president and
the domestic pressures on him
on this issue, the statement
said.

5. Thus, it said the Singapore

ment. Also in the
be Agriculture

Fay.

or is present when the beat-
ing with a rattan rod is admin-
istered.

Michael's father, George
Fay. said the reduced sentence
changes nothing. as far as I'm
concerned. It is barbaric pun-
ishment for a crime not
committed. He spoke by tele-
phene from his home in Ohio.
He said he would consider su-
ing the Singaporean govern-
ment for hundreds of millions
of dollars. then givirig any
money he wins to charity <

Fays American attorney.

Theodore Simon of Phila-
deiphia. described the four
strokes of the reduced
sentence as torture, torture,
torture and torture’. and the

case 'a gross mlscarrianr of

justice.” Fay and Simon say his
confession was coerced.

Fay has lived in Si
since 1992 with his mother.
Mrs. Randy Chan and stepfa
ther Marco Chan.

The sentence reduction
came as a surprise. Senior gov
ernment officials have repeat
edly said giving in to US pres-
sure on this tase would under-
cut their authority.

Fay. |8, pleaded quality last
month to two charges of van-
dalism, two of mischiel and
one of possessing stolen prop-
erty. Three skin splitting
lashes of a ratian cane are
mandatory upon conviction for
each vandalism charge. Fay was

Singapore reduces lashing sentence of American

also sentenced to four months
in jail and paid a fine of 3.500
dollar (US dirs 2.244).

On the merits of the case,
(the Cabinet) found no special
circumstances to justify com-
muting the sentence of caning,
the statement said. The gov-
ernment cannot . . . exempt
him from all six strokes with-
out undermining its ability to
enforce future caning ordered
bw the Courts.

However, the government
values Singapore s good rela-
tions with the United States,
constructive role of the United
States th the region the
statement said.

it added that Singapore also
appreciated Clinton's state

teen-ager

Serbs offer
truce for

ment that American expatri-
ates must honour their obliga-

Brcko corridor

tions and respect the laws of SARAJEVO, May 4: Bosnian
other nations. Serbs Tuesday offered a cease-

Therefore . . . (the Cabinet) | fire for the Brcke ceorridor,
sought a way to accommodate | considered Bosnla's next
President Clinton's appeal | flashpoint, and offered not to
without cempromising the | move troops into the region,

principle that persons con-
victed of vandalism must be
caned, the statement said.

reports AFP.

UN envoy Yasushi Akashi said,

Caning is usually carried out
in the early days ol a prison
sentence but in Fay's case |t
was delayed ending the out-
come of the request for a par
don.

As of Thursday, Fay will
have served five weeks of his
term and could get time ofl for
good behaviour.

Speaking afler talks with
Bosnian Serbs leader Radovan
Karadzic in a palace near
Sarajevo, Akashi said the Serbs
had also agreed to allow a
greater number of UN military
observers in the northeastern

of Tuzla.
Breko is held by the Serbs
but part of the corridor is
threatened by Musiim forces.



