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won an absolute in elections to a new constituent
assembly. according to figures released Saturday. AFP
reports from Kampala, _

With all the results of the 214 elected seats announced,
Museveni's National Resistance Movement (NRM) has won

120 seats in the new assembly, according to counts by politi-
cal groups. while 74 seats were won by opposition candidates.

FlOOd hits East JAaVA: More than 100,000

Indonesians were forved to spend the holiday weekend away
from their villages after floods caused by torrential rains hit

several districts in East Java, an official sajd yesterday, Reuter-

reports from Jakarta.
A local government official said by telephnnc from
in East Java, 570 km (355 miles) east of Jakarta,
that although flood waters had started to subside, residents
fmm about lﬁﬂﬂﬂagetmuﬂnumhhtumtumm

holds Easter prayer: rop jonn
Faul held an Easter vigil service of hymn and prayer
Saturday evening in -5t. Peter‘n Basilica, AP

Vatican.

The pontiff baptized 27 people from various countries
during. the . They came from Italy, South Korea,
lelll. the Fhlltpplnen Hong Kong, Guatemala, Peru,

¢ Portugal. Slovakia, Spain and Switzeriand.

Russia to work for ME

e Syrian

President Hafez Al-Assad met in Damascus Saturday with’

Russian first Deputy Foreign Minister lgog Ivanov. who
handed Al-Assad a message from Russian President Boris
Yeltsin on the Middle East peace process, Jf.lnhu: reports
from Damascus.

A Syrian presidency spokesman said after the meeting that
- the Russian envoy expressed his country's interest in the

Middle East peace process. as well as its willingness to play a
active role in this regard. ‘

Fatah member killed in Gaza:a

member of the Palestine Liberation Organisation's nrain-
stream Fatah faction was killed on Saturday when a bomb he

was preparing exploded near in Israeli army camp i the oc-
cupied Gaza Strip, Arab sources said, Reuter reports from

Gaza.

The Fatah hawks announced over that Khalid
Al-Halabi, 28, was “a martyr” killed in action in the Khan
Yunis refugee camp. The Israeli army said it was checking the
report. -

ROK FM in To =5m1thl{n:ﬂ1:1Fmﬂgn

Minister Han Sung Joo arrived in Tokyo yesterday, winding
up talks with US leaders in Washington on North Korea's
suspected m.n::lur development. AFP reports from Tokyo.

Mubarak okays deaths of 9: rresien

Hosni Mubarak has approved the death sentences of nine
Muslim extremists for trying to assassinate Prime Minister

reports from

Atef Sedki, AP reports from Cairo.
Military soureces said Mubarak upheld the sentences
Saturday. ltmmthmﬂmthehunﬂnpmldbtm

ried out.

Tarael to free more

Palestinians

JERUSALEM, Apr 3: An un-
specified number of Palesti-
nians will soon be allowed to
reiturn te the occupied
. territories and more prisoners
will be set free, Israeli Prime
Minister Yitzhak Rabin an-
nounced today, reports AFFP.

meanwhilé state radio re-
ported that the first 300

The autonomy negotiations
were due (o resume in Cairo to-
day after the rupture caused by
the February 25 Hebron
Mosque massacre.

.The radio added that 32
Palestinians from PLO
Chairman Yasser Arafat's Fatah

L would be allowed to
return me in the coming

days. Among them would be
Mohammad Dahlan, Arafat's
adviser on the Gaza Strip, and
Jibril Rajub, his West Bank ad-
viser. '
However, Rajub told army

radio in an interview from PLO
headquarters in Tunis that he
and Dahlan would come back
after two weeks.

International

US official visits India, Pakistan (

WASHINGTON, Apr -
Deputy Secretary ul‘ Statt
Strobe Talbott heads to India
and Pakistan this week to cool
smouldering tensions between
Washington and South Asia
over military and diplomatic
matters, reports AFP, ,

It will be Talbott's first trip
abroad as Deputy Secretary and
is intended to show that the
administration of President Bill
Clinton has a keen interest in
India,- the worlds biggest
democracy and a burgeoning
economy.

Talbott plans to spend two -
in each country, arriving.

days
in New Delhi on Wednesday and
Islamabad on Friday. He will
then travel to Brussels, Poland
and Slovakia.

Talbott will need deft diplo-
macy to quell India’s ire over US
plans to deliver 38 F-16. fighter
jets to ‘Pakistan and its indig-

: nation over Washington's slug-

gishness is naming an ambas-
sador to such a key post.
Respected career diplo mat
and Undersecretary of Defence
for policy Frank Wisner has re-

portedly been tipped as the next
Ambassador to India and the

White House is preparing to
anhounce it, a  State
Department offigial said.

India has strongly objected
te the Clinton administration

“waitving its US policy barring

weapons to be sold to Pakistan
while it is suspected of develop-

' ing nuclear weapons.

To ease India's anxiety,
Washington will insist that
Islamabad agree to a verifiable
cap orl the production of nu-
clear weapons materials before
it -gets the jets, said a Siate
Department official who asked
not to be identified.

India worries the sale of ad-
vanced fighters to its historic ri-
val will change the region's

power equation, and it wants
any kind of regional nuclear
agreements to include China.

Both India and Pakistan are
suspected of developing nu-
clear weapons and have refused
to sign the Nuclear Non-prolif-
eration Treaty.

. It is hoped the caps will "go a
long way in improving the nu-
clear situation in South Asia."
said the official. "We're talking
to the Indians about it. We hnpe
they see this as a step forward.”

India has.a two-to-one air
superiority over Pakistan and
the delivery of the F-16 fighter
jets, which-Islamabad ordered
five years ago and has since
been making payments on,
would not erode India's
supremacy, the official said.

India and Pakistan have
fought three wars since inde-
pendence from Britain in 1947,
two of them over Kashmir,

Nearly 9.000 people, includ-

th1s week to cool tension

tngmﬂﬂm suspected mili-

' tants, have died in Kashmir,

India's only Muslim-majority
state, since Muslim militants
launched a campaign for an end
to Indian rule in 1989.
Washington has not changed
its position on Kashmir, the
State Department official in-
sisted, despite reports that
Washington had leaned on
Pakistan for supporting terror-

“ists in Kashmiri and questioned
India's sovereignty there. '

The United States considers
Kashmir to be disputed territory
and will not press any sohition,”
the official said, addlng that
India and Pakistan must bilat-

erally resolve the conflict.

But any solution, the official
said, "has to, in some way, take
into account the wishes of the
Kashmir people.”

Foreign investment md
trade will also figu

Afghan children outside the Presidential Pa]ace in Kahu] prntr:-et the factional war on
Saturday — currently in its 13th consecutive week — on the occasion of the visit of United

Nations special peace envoy Mahmud Al-Mestiri.

— AFP photo

Rabbani ready _t-o_

~accept permanent

ceasefire

[SLAMABAD. APR 3:
President Burhanuddin Rab-
bani said yesterday in Kabul
that he is ready to accept a
permanent and unconditional
ceasefire, reports Xinhua.

,The Afghan president made
the remarks after talks with-
UN special envoy Mahmiud
Mestiri who arrived in 'the
Afghan capital yesterday as the
head of a UN special mission
in a bid to seek an end to the

ani

factional fighting in Afgh

stan, said a report from Enhul.-

Rabbani said he

- Hekmatyar, would follow ‘his

lead on the ceasefire, stop
their bombardment of Kabul
and allow the passage of relief
supplies to the city.

But he did not mention
whether he will resign or not,
which Hekmatyar has been in-
sisting as a pre-condition for a
permanent ceasefire.

The UN special mission will
spend three day: in thul

'North Korea nearly doubles

its plutonium production’

WASHINGTON, Apr 3: Nor-
th Korea nearly doubled its
plutonium capacity while kee-
ping imernational inspectors
at bay during protracted ne-
gotiations at the United Na-
tions, the Washington Post
reported. says AFP.

North Korea is "poised to go
forward™ with its ambition to
become a ‘nuclur power, the
newspaper s Saturday edition
guoted a US official as saying.

North Koreas have been
steadily constructing at its
Yongbyon site a new reproces-
séon line — from which pluto-
nium is extracted from spent
nuclear fuel — and are ex-
pected to finish it in about six
months, sources tuld the Post.

Once finished, the new line
would effectively double North
Korea's plutonium production,
though North Korea's efforts
could be delayed by the diffi-
culty in importing the instru-
ments needed to complete the

line. the Post reported.

The State Department
spokeswoman Sondra McCarty
called the Post report
"disturbing.” though she said it
"doesn’'t come as a surprise.”

But she added. "we don'l
have evidence that North
Korea has, in fact, rrprnrr:med
additional plutonium.”

Evidence that the prr:-
gramme is expanding was col-
lected by the International
Atomie Energy Agency (IAEA)
inspectors during their March
visit to Yongbyon and disclosed
in a closed-dpor session of the
UN Security Council. the Post
said.

However, IAEA Director
Hans Blix left out key detalls
[rom the written public report
because of the agency's uncer-

tainty about Pyongyang's moti-'

vations, officials told the Post.

Elsewhere at the Yongbyong
complex, |AEA inspectors said
North Korea has prepared for
the withdrawal of spent nu-
clear fuel by fabricatipg a re

placement load of nuclear fuel.
according to the Post.

The IAEA has demanded
that the spent fuel be with-
drawn no later than July and
has asked that it be allowed to

_inspect the procedure to en-
_sure that plutonium has not

been extracted from the fuel.
The Cerrtral Intelligence
Agency believes that North
Korea has enough plutonium
for at least one puclear
weapon. Pyongyang had denied
it 18 building a nuclear weapon.
Some US officials said
North Korea's strategy was to
pursue its nuclear programme

as negotiations continue at the
linited Nations. while other

contended Pyongyang wanted
to increase {ts bargaining
power, the Post said.

“This clearly is a signal that
should various things not be
forthcoming, North Korea will
just go down this particular
(heimb- building) road”, a diplo-
matic official told the Post,

Former Nazi
guard ordered
to leave US

MILWAUKEE. Apr 3: A man
already stripped of his US citi-
zenship for trying to hide his
past as a Nazi guard has been
ordered to leave the country,
reports AP.

Anton Tittjung, 69, of
greenfield has until April 29 to
choose a country to which he
will be deported, according to
an order Friday by US Immi-
gration Judge G. MacKenzie
Rast in Chicago.

If Tittjung doesn't choose a
country, he will be deported to
Croatia, where he was born.

Tittjung was stripped of his
citizenship in December 1990
after a federal judge in Mil-
waukee ruled he had lied
his background to gain entry to
the United States in 1952. He

| became a citizen in 1974.

Tittjung , was an armed

| guard at the Mauthausen con-

centration camp near Linz,
Austria, during World War II,
according to the US Justice
Department. Tittjung denies
he was a Nazi.

m;mmmmmmummsﬂum Africa.

African Muélims
celebrate 300
years of culture

CAPE TOWN, Apr 3: African

National Congress President.

Nelson Mandela pledged on
Saturday to safeguard religious

M . freedom in South Africa under

Addressing 10,000 Muslims
celebrating 300 years of their
culture Iin South Africa.
Mandela, who is expected to
be the country's first black
president after all-race elec-
tions this month. said:
- "All invasions on the

;:rf Muslims in South

reely to practise their religion
must be zealously resisted in
the new South Africa.”

He said the descendants of
Sheikh Yusuf. who arrived on
April 2, 1694, should be liber-
ated from the gestrictions

placed on tLheir religion by a
governmént.

racist

A Bnt:nh woman hnldl on Snturday the egg of the Great
Elephant Bird of Madagascar which is more than 30 cms
long and big enough to hold seven ostrich eggs or 180
chicken eggs. The 3-metre bind was last reported on the
Indian Ocean island in 1658. Bonhama of London will

auction the egg April 8. — AFP photo

Woman sh'qp-seamhed in pubhc!

TORONTO: Canadian authorities will launch an
tion into allegations that a Jamaican tourist was publicly
searched by police on a street corner, reports AP. :

Audrey Smith, 39, will be flown to Toronto from her home
in Jarnaica at taxpayers' expense because she is required to be
at the inquiry beginning April 25, said a spokesman for
Ontario police complaints commiséioner Clare Lewis.

Smith, a mother of fouf, alleged she was strip-searched on
autmetminfuﬂﬂewnfp&mbylm&uguﬂ 10 after

police accused her of drug possession.
She said she wag handcuffed, thrown into a cruiser,

.;ﬂmrak:nuut nrdu'edmmstnwnllandmhudbylm&d-
mm‘mmmmﬂmﬂuﬁmmm—
tions. They deny the accusations.
Toronto police chief Willlam McCormack said last October
he would refer the matter to a public inquiry after reading a
confidential 108-page police report on the incident.

Bees chase B.JJP men

- NEW DELHI: At least 25 activists were stung by
beeés during a rally Saturday in the central Indian state of

LONDON. 3 ‘l two mothers., an Arab and a
authorities and rebels from the | jew. living in fear in the heart
breakaway region of Abkhazia | of Hebron, reports Reuter.
are expected to sign a cease- Jaabari lost her husband in

fear is unbearabile
I live with my children in ter-

Since the massacre Jaabari
has kept her window shutters
overlooking the settlement
firmidy shut.

Last week as Jaabari walked
in her garden. a Jewish woman
holding a baby looked at her
from an apartment window and

with a finger across
her neck as if to signal the Arab
woman would be better off
dead.

I have not been able to sleep

ever since from fear, Jaabari
said with tears up.
The PLO su peace

talks over the massacre.

manding international pretec
tion, nmdmﬂﬂ:arﬂ

the dismantling of some settle-
meTiLs.

Karzen immigrated to [srael
from the United States 10 years
ago and moved a short Ume
later with her family to the
Jewish enclave of Tel Rumeida,
home (o only seven families. in
the heart of Hebron

“'m not happy. Palestinians
are sulfering but | wish the
Arab population can say the
same thing.' she sald while her
husband Uri walked into the
room with a rifle strapped over
his shoulder

"We are the ones being
threatened. and have protection’
and hide behind plastic win

Arab, Jewtsh women living in fear in the heart of Hebron

dows . . . my kids get peited

with stones on their way to
school and they think Arab kids
are the bad guys.” sald Karen,
the pregnapt mother of three.

Israel captured Hebron, a
town holy to both Mushims and
Jews, along with the rest of the
West Bank in the 1967 Middile
East war,

Karzen said Jews had since
seitled in parts of the town
where they lived before being
killed and forced out in Arab
riots in 1929 and 19386.

“"We came here because it
our home, our roots are here,
and we believe we came
representatives of the

here as
Jewish

MadhynPrndmh the Press Trust of India (PTI) reported. says

T‘he bees attacked scores of members of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), (Indian People's ‘Party) at a village some
60 kilometers (37 miles) from the town of Raghogarh, the
news said.

Local BJP leader Sundar Lal Patwa escaped bv covering
himself with a blanket, while his guards huddled under a cot.
Several BJP members fled, chased by hundreds of bees. Al

' least 25 of them were stung, PTI said.

On Thursday, a swarm of bees swooped down on a stadium
in the northern city of Jammu while a local field hockey
match was in progress, stinging players #nd spectators and
forcing the tie's cancellation amid chaos.

Meanwhile Reuter reports from Mexico City: A swarm of
African bees attacrked more than 20 bathers on 4 Padifie beach
in the northwestern Mexican state of Sinaloa. the state news
agency Notimex said Sunday.

Low-key royal marriage

LONDON: Queen Elizabeth's youngest son Prince Edward
will marry his girifriend. Sophie Rhys-Jones, in a low-key
ceremony this summer, the Sunday Express reported, says.
Reuter.

TMncwtpnperuidnmiurpalmmmu pmplntinm
are well advanced for a in late July or early August.

"It will be a low-key wedding and will take place before the
first leaves fall.” the Sunday Express quoted an unnamed peer
with close connection to the royal family as saying.

There was no immediate comment from Buckingham
palace. On Saturday, the couple were reported on their way to
Windsor Castle, west of London, where the Queen and family

traditionally spend several -weeks at Easter.

Edward. 30, is the queen's only unmarried child. The
other three— heir Prince Charles, Princess Anne and Prince
Andrew — have had troubled marriages.

Husbands beat one in ten
South Korean women daily

SEOUL: One in 10 married South Korean women is beaten
by her husband almost evary day, according to a survey pub-
lished Sunday, reports Reuter.

About 30 per cent of the 340 respondents said they were
mﬂuin;vﬂum:ntﬂmhandno{thdrmuummimth
on the average.

The survey, conducted by the Korea women's hotline, was
published by the Korea Times.

The newspaper said women's groups in South Korea's
male-oriented society were staging a campaign to "save the
life of Lee Sun-Sim".

Lee. 41. has recently been charged with the murder of her
husband, who is alleged to have beaten her for 20 years since
their marriage. the newspaper said.

SAN FRANCISCO: Art, like junk, is often in the eyes of the
beholder, reports AP.

That's exactly what worries sculptor Willlam Wareham,
whose 800-pound (360-kilo) scuipture made out of junk
metal has vanished.

The 9-foot [2.7-meter) tall piece, Salmen Run, was built
from crushed water heaters and a ship's ladder. It was placed
on a steel pedestal outside the offices of Norcal Waste
Systems, but disappeared three weeks ago.

Wareham fears that garbage collectors may have carted it
uﬂhrthtclty‘-mzlcupm:l recycling programme.
"It may have been cut up by now." he said.

Norcal workers didn't tell police the statue was missing
right away because they mistakenly thought it had been taken
away to be cleaned.

On Friday. Warecham offered a 1.000 dollars reward for the
artwork's return in good condition. It has been valued at
18,000 dollars.

Guatemalan court
president

peopile,” she said.
Karzen saild she believed

Palestinians ultimately wanted
lsraelis out of Hebron — and all

gunned down
GUATEMALA CITY, Apr 3:

of for ; The president of Guatemala's

lm:ﬂ % hope | constitu court, gunned
for an easy solution to the set- | down here around midnight in
tlements issue — or for peaceful | 4 drive-by shooting, died

among us.

us and built their homes on our | nzalez, 62, died in surgery
= Jaabari said. hospital where he was taken
settlers did not leave | aflter five gunmen in

Hebron, “Palestinian families
who lost members of thetr fami- Idﬂﬂn'
les in the most brutal mas-

sacre will seek Tevenge." she

said. |




