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There was a time when social functions like
marriage, birthday parties, marriage anniver-
saries, akika, etc. used to be held within four
walls of one's home or in pandals set up in
close proximity to home. However, when the
number of guests is small, such functions still
continue indoors. But such mores are now
changed, particularly when the invited guests
are large in number.

Now, a new phenomenon called community
centre has appeared in city life. The present
trend is to choose any of the community cen-
. tres dotting the city as venues for holding im-
portant social functions. The trend originated
not many years Now the number of com-
munity centres is proliferating on account of
the growing demand in. a big city for suitable
venues for’holding big social gatherings. In the
new part of the city, the majority of such cen-
tres are owned by private parties.

It is estimated that in mew Dhaka, at pre-
sent, there are more than 50 such places. In
some particular localities, such as Dhanmondi
Residential Area, there are some well-known
ones which draw business throughout the
month. The peak season is, however, the win-
ter, the lean is the month of Ramadan for obvi-
ous reasons. There are some air-conditioned
halls in the Maghbazar area which are particu-
larly attractive in summer for those who cap
afford their comparatively high rent. In a big
city like Dhaka, there is always a steady
demand for such places, so much so that it is
necessary to book your requirement well in
advance to get the facility on the due date.

Such places can be booked for daytime or
nighttime. For night time functions, the charge
is somewhat more because of lighting ar
rangements and llluminations, if required. In
general, the basic rent for such places range
from Tk 3,000 to Tk 5,000 for a day. With this
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is added the hire charge for furniture and li-
nens, cutleries, utensils, service charge for
cooks, bearers and other attendants, etc. In all,
the total charge for hiring such a place ranges
from Tk 12,000 to Tk 15,000 for a day of
function. : ~

" Most of themn are spacious enough to ac-
commodate 500 guests or more, and have ade-
quate parking area. \

There are also a good number of community
centres established in different wards of the
City Corporation. They are much limited in
space with circumscribed parking space.
Though the rent for the municipal community
centres is more favourable, as compared with
those private ones in new Dhaka, they are

mostly patronised by people of surrounding ar- -

eas. By and large, thy are not liked by others
who have the means to rent the more spacious
and well appointed community centres in new
Dhaka ;

There are also a number of community
centres near residential government colonies
in the city. The rent of these places is less
than that charged for private community cen-
tres with greater facilities in new Dhaka.
Though these are mostly patronised by resi-
dents of government colonies, outsiders also
make use of them because of their favourable
terms.

All in all, leasing out of community centres
in the private sector seems to be a steady and
lucrative business. To gqueries to what extent
such centres are used for various functions in a
month, one owner stated that it varies from 15
to 20 days. Because of profitability of the busi-
ness perhaps, many entrepreneurs are in
favour of constructing more such places in
Dhaka in preference to residential houses. In
fact, it creates new ethos in connection with
observance of various social functions.

lishing a United

Europe, a visiting political sci-
entist of a French university
sald in Dhaka yesterday.

“The European countries
had achieved since 1950 great
technological advancement but
from the political point of view
this advancement was a total
failure,” Professor Edmand
Jouve told the audience at a
seminar on "Europe: Yesterday
and Today” at the Asiatic
Soctety of Bangladesh.

"We are no longer falking
about a European community,
rather of one Europe. But the
idea is still facing many prob-
lems,” the professor of the
University of Rene Descartes
sabd.

The latest initiative taken
last January for a United
Burope failed when the French
people- rejected the idea of free
frontiers, fearing this would re-
sult in increased crimes.

Because of the 'no’ by the
people, the French government
failed t0 join the free border
trade which is now in force

......

Descartes,

I -

Prﬂf Fdmund Jauve from Umvrnly of Rene

France speaking at a seminar on "Europe: Yesterday and
Today” at the Asiatic Society of Bangladesh yesterday. Dr
Sirajul Islam, president of society and Dr Harun-ur-Rashid,
General Secretary flso seen
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By Staff Correspondent

Weather forecast for the next 12 hours commencing 6 am
today says, rain or thundershower accompanted by temporary
gusty or squally wind is likely to occur at a few places over
Rajshahi division and at one or two places in Chittagong,
Barisal, Dhaka and Khuina divisions.

The Met Office forecasts, day temperature is likely to rise
markedly over the country during this period

The maximum temperature of the country yesterday of
31.2 degrees Celsius was recorded in Rangamati and Satkhira
and the minimum 16.7 degrees in Khulna. .

The sun sets loday at 6 16 pm and rises tomorrow at 5.47

am

The maximum temperature recorded in Dhaka yesterday
was 29.0 degrees Celsius and the minimum 18.0 degrees. The
humidity recorded at 9 am was 71 per cent and at 6 pm 63

per cent.

Metropolitan

Chief of the Army Staff Lt General Muhammad Neor Uddin
Khan giving away certificates among the passed-out
student-officers of the 4th Gunnery Staff Course at the
Artillery Centre and School at Chittagong yesterday.

— ISPR photo

greet President
of Senegal

President., Abdur Rahman
Biswas, has felicitated the Se-
negalese President, Abdou
Diouf, to mark the National Day
of his country today, reports
BSS. 2
President Biswas in a mes-
sage expressed the hope that
the bonds of friendship and co-
opetation between .the two
countries will be further
strengthened in the years
ahead.

In a separate message Prime
Minister, Begum Khaleda Zia.
has felicitated the President of
the Republic of Senegal, Abdou
Diouf, on the same occasion.

Dhaka College
team meets
Biswas

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday said there is
no alternative to mass educa-
tion for development of any
country as is evident from
Southeast and Far East Asian
nations who have made

tremendous economic progress
due to their advancement in lit-

eracy. reports UNB.

“We must try our best to en-
hance the rate of literacy in the
country to improve quality of
life of the people,” he said talk-
ing to a 44-member delegation
of the Dhaka College Student
Union led by Principal
Mohammad Abdus Shttar.

The delegation called on the
President at Bangabhaban and
submitted to him a memoran-
dum mentioning various prob-
lems of the college such as
shortage of teachers, accommo-
dation and transport.

He advised the students to
devote themselves to studies for

1 becoming worthy citizens of the

slate and undertaking future
responsibilities.

Present among others were
Vice-Principal Mohammad Ani-
sur Rahman and Vice-President
of the Student Union Z Mortuza
Chowdhury (Tula), Abdul Awal
Khan, Haroon-ur-Rashid, Qam-
rul Hasan Shimul, Shahidul
Islam. A H M Zabed, Chow-
dhury Hasanuzzaman Mintu,
Anwar Hossain, Maksudur Rah-
man, Ashfaqur Rahman, Sha-
hidul Alam Majumder. Kamal
Ahmed .Kamal And Anisur
Rahman Khan.

Seminar on pry
health care held

By Staff Correspondent

Doctors for Health and
Environment yesterday held a
seminar on “People's partici-
pation in primary health care:
The experience of the
developing nations and the
context of Bangladesh™ at the
PG Hospital in the capital.

The seminar was organised
in observance of the World
Health Day.

Chaired by the organisa-
lion's President Prof AKM
Abdus Salam. the seminar was
also addressed by Dr Abdullah
Al-Muti Sharfuddin. Prof
Nazmunnahar, Prof Nazrul
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4:30 Ovpening announcemernt
Al-Quran Programme

4:45 [Educational progra-
mne : Can you do it?

5:10 News in Bangla

5:20 Sports programme
Foothall

6:10 Chhandabritya

6:45 Open Untversity

7:15 Nazrul songs

8:00 News in Bangla

8:30 Sukher Thikana

2:00 Balun Dekhi

10-00 News in English

10:30 Comedy series . Murp-
hy Brown

10:56 Musical programme
Disco Rally

11:30 Khabar/The News

11:40 Tomorrow's progr.

MU SUIMITIAry

| 11:45 Closing

Biswas, Khaleda | Micro surgical

unit at SSMCH
inaugurated

Health and Family Welfare
Minister Chowdhury Kamal Ib-
ne Yousuf yesterday opened a

. ficro ophthalmic surgical unit

of the Department of Ophtha-
Imology at Sir Salimullah
Medical College Hospital.

(SSMCH)., reports BSS.
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MENG HORNG SHIPPING PTE LTD §
NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES/ SHIPPERS

M. V. FONG SHIN V-9411 IMP. ROT NO. 254/94 WILL TAKE BERTH CHITTAGONG PORT
ON OR ABOUT ATH APRIL 1994 WITH IMPORT CONTAINERS RELAYED AT SINGAPORE
FROM VARIOUS PORTS AND ALSO CONTAINERS EX-SINGAPORE. ;

CONSIGNEES ARE REQUESTED TO TAKE DELIVERY OF GOODS IMMEDIATELY AFTER
DISCHARGE. SURVEY APPLICATION MUST BE PRESENTED TO US WITHIN 3 DAYS OF
DISCHARGE. NO CLAIM WILL BE ENTERTAINED NOR ANY LIABILITIES ACCEPTED IN
RESPECT OF DAMAGE TO AND OR SHORT LANDINGS OF CONSIGNMENTS WHICH HAVE BEEN
REMOVED FROM STORAGE SHED. IN EVENT OF CONSIGNEES TAKING DIRECT DELIVERY °
SURVEY TO BE HELD AT SHIP'S SIDE ONLY.

CONSIGNMENTS NOT CLEARED WITHIN 45 DAYS FROM THE DATE OF UNLOADING EX THE
SHIP ARE LIABLE TO BE CONFISCATED AND AUCTIONED AS PER SEC.167(8) AND SEC.
82 RESPECTIVELY OF THE CUSTOMS ACT 1969 WITHOUT ANY FURTHER NOTICE/REFERENCE.

THE VESSEL WILL LOAD CONTAINERS UNDER EXP. ROT NO. 255/94 FOR SINGAPORE AND
ALSO FOR ONWARD TRANSHIPMENT TO EAST/WEST COAST OF U.S., CANADA, U.K.,
CONTINENT, MEDT FAREAST/JAPAN AND AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND PORTS.

GENERAL AGENTS:

Bangladesh Shipping Lines Ltd.

i
E

= " (A HEC COMPANY)
DHAKA CHITTAGONG KHULNA
19/F Kalyan Bhaban G/F Jiban Bima Bhaban 1 Miapara Road
195 Motijheel Com. Area 1053 Sk. Mujib Rd., Agrabad (PTI Moor)
Tel: 864546, 864547 . Tek 504313, 502123, 500793 Tek 25255
The 632105 BDSHP BJ, 632656 HRC BJ  Tix: 633027 BDSHP B.J, 633126 HRC BJ The 833302 HRC BJ
. Telefax : 880-2-863734 Telefax: 880-31-225625 . Telefax: 880-41-21175
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Omly Singapore Airlines offers you a choxce of 5 weekly flights non-siop 1 Singapore Our advanced - .
Airbus A310 departs Dhaka every Tuesday, Wednesday. Thursday  Maturday and Sunday  From Sngapore

Our Mights depart ar 2355 by every Twesday

we offer convenient connections (10 all key dties in Asia, Australia. New Zealand, Furope and the | S
Whichever flight you choose, en route. vou'll enion inflight service even other airines ik abou SINGAPORE AIRLINES

Wednesday and  Tharsday \
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