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The second part of Mahfuz
Anam’'s news analysis on
Prime Minister Degum
Khaleda Zia's visit to Japan.
which was scheduled to ap-
pear in today's issue, will in-
stead be published tomorrow.

NEWS BRIEFS

New Biman MD
By Staff Correspondent
Ahbab Ahmed, a former DG
-of NGO Affairs in the Prime
Minister's Office, yesterday
took charge as the Managing
Director of Biman Bangladesh
Airlines.

Holiday in CHT

The government has an- |
nounced Chaitra 30 (April 13)
as a local holiday in the

Chittagong Hill Tracts on ac-
count of ‘Biju’, the main social

Incessant rain and onrush.
of water from the hilly areas
across the border have inun-
dated vast regions of Feni,
Comilla, Kishoreganj and
greater Sylhet. '

Irri-boro crop in about
10,000 acres in Feni and
Comilla districts were dam-
aged by flash floods .while
crops in Kishoreganj and

-Sylhet have gone under water.

QOur Sylhet correspondent
says that the flood situation,
which deteriorated in the last
ten days. has damaged stand-
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By Staff Correspondent

ing paddy on over 80 thousand
hectares. The extent of loss
caused by the incessant rains
and onrush of water from the
hilly areas across the border
with India has preliminarily
been estimnated at about Taka
13 crore, said an official
source.

Deputy Leader of the
Opposition in Parliament
Abdus Samad Azad., Suranjit
Sen Gupta MP, Nazir Hussain,
MP and Abdul Majid, MP today
visited some of the affected ar-
eas in the district.

Flash floods ruin crop
in several districts

Owur Kishoreganj correspon-
dent informs that paddy,
which was due for harvest in
the next two or three weeks
have gone under three to five
feet water. There has been a

continuous rolling of water

from the hills in Meghalaya for
the past several days. _

According to unofficial es-
timate, standing crops have
been damaged in about 70
thousand acres in six thanas of
this district.

Akhtaruzzaman, MP and
See Page 12 Col 6
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festival of the tribals. Chaitra
30 will b¢ a holiday in the

CHT every year, only for the
tribals. reports UNB.

A ceremonial guard comes
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to attention as United Nations special peace envoy to Afghanmstan

Mahmud Al-Mestiri (R) exits the Presidential Palace in Kabul with President Burhanuddin
Rabbani (C) after discussions Saturday. Rabbani declared his commitment to a permanent

ceasefire in Kabul,

UN peace efforts in
Afghanistan fail

CHARASIAB, Apr 3: United
Nations special peace envoy to
anistan Mahud Mestiri
failed today in his bid to achieve
a concrete declaration of a per-
manent ceasefire from Prime
Minister Gulbuddin Hekmatyar,
AFP.

"From our side we have al-
ready accepted a ceasefire but
the problem is that the other
side is nol respecting It~
Hekmatyar replied ambiguously
when asked about his position
on a permanent ceasefire. _

A temporary ceasefire had
been agreed by the main fac-
tions - in the latest round of
fighting in Kabul. going on since
January |, to enable Mestirt's
UN mission to visit the capital.

But Afghan President Bur-
hanuddin Rabbani Saturday
stated clearly his commitment
to. a "permanent and uncondi-
tional ceasefire "

Hekmatyar for his part is
still demanding the resignation
of Rabbani as a precondition Lo
permanent peace in the war-
tour capital

“The resignation of Rabbani
is a must for peace and recon-
ciliation,” Hekmatydr told
assembied journalists at a press
conference in his Charasiab

headquarters 25 kilometers (15
miles) south of Kabul, following
his meeting with Mestiri.

Hekmatyar replied negatively
in answer to a question con-
cerning the United Nations role
in the collection of heavy
weapons in the capital.

"We are not accepting the
delivery of weapons to any for-
eigners. We prefer that Afghans
handle the matter themselves."

Mestiri is expected 1o meet
with Rabbani's strongman, for
mer Defence Minister Ahmad
Shah Masood on Monday.

CU VC(C's office
attacked

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 3. The
office of the Vice Chancellor of
Chittagong University today
was attacked and damaged by
agitating students, police and
campus sources said_

Th attack was de while
several thousands students of
the CU. led by the All Party
Student’'s Umion (APSU)}, this
noon gheraoed the Vice

Chancellor's office in support

of their demand for cancella-
tion of the BBA admission test

held of February 10.
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Mirpur ward
commissioner

arrested.

By Staff Correspondent

A ward commissioner of Mir-
pur, Monwar Hossain Dipu.
also known as Dwipjol, was ar-
rested yesterday, reportedly for
abducting a youngman just two
days before his wedding.

Police picked up Dwipjol
from his Mirpur residence
around 3:30 in the afternoon
and later sent him to the city's
Detective Branch (DB).

The victim, Anwar Hossain,
26, was missing since March 23
when he went for shopping for
his wedding Later, he was
found admitted to the Sylhet
Medical College Hospital with
severe cuts, bruises and burn
injuries, police said.

Anwar's wedding with
Shahreen was scheduled to be
held on March 25.

Both the families of Anwar
and Shahreen accused Dwipjol
of kidnapping Anwar.

Quoting family members po-
lice said Dwipjol also threatened
them over telephone several
times, asking them. to cancel
the marriage.

Anwar was brought to
Dhaka from Sylhet and admit-
ted to the Monwara Private
Hospital. His condition was
siated 1o be critical.

See Page 12 Col 6

Rule on govt,
Comptroller of
Insurance

A High Court Division bench
of the Supreme Court yester-
day issued a rule upon the gov-
ernment and the Comptroller
of Insurance to show cause
why a notification prohibiting
purchase of shares worth more
than Tk 60 lakh by indepen-
dent members of a family
should not be declared ultra
vires of the Constitution, re-
ports UUNB.

The bench comprising
Justice Ismail Uddin Sarker
and Justice Hamidul Haq is-
sued the rule answerable
within four weeks.

The court alsoc stayed the
operation of the notification on
the application of Nasiruddin
Ahmed, a shareholder of the
Karnaphuli Insurance Com
pany, who challenged the
aforesafd notification on the
ground that his fundamental
right to carry on with his own
business had been violated by
it

The petitioner purchased
55.000) shares from two spon-
sor -directors of the company
one of whom is his mother
The Comptreller of Insurance,

having found that the lamily,
See Page 12 Col 7
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JCD-Shibir clash
at Khulna BL
College : 10 hurt

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Apr 3: At least ten
persons were injured, one of
them seriously, when the
Chhatra Dal of the BNP and the.
pro-Jamaat Islami Chhatra
Shibir clashed for nearly four
hours at the Govt BL College
and in surrounding areas this
afternoon. The BL College and
its hosted were scheduled to
open on the 9th of April after
seven months of closure.

According to police and
eye-witnesses, the activists of
the two student groups, were
locked in a clash inside the
college campus when a meet-

See Page 12 Col 6

CHT local govt
bodies’ meeting
begins today

RANGAMATI, Apr 3: Thé
two-day coordination meeting
of three local government
parishads of the Chittagong
Hill Tracts will begin here to-
morrow, parishad sources said.
reports BS5.

Rangamati local government
parishad Chairman Parijat

Kushum Chakma will preside
over the coordination meeting

to be attended by Chairmahn of -

Bandarban and Khagrachhari

hill districts local government

parishads and officials con-
cerned .

This coordination meeting
of three local pgovernment
parishads will be the first one
after the resignation of Goutom
Dewan as Chairman of the
Rangamati Local Government
Parishgd on May 20, 1992,

The coordination meeting
of local government parishads
generally review the activities
of the parishad besides ex-
changing views for removing
administrative complicacies
and making the parishad activ-
ities more people-oriented.
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BNP leaders discuss

Al’s Apr 7 siege

By Staff Cﬂrresﬁondent

Prime Minister and chief of
the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) Begum Khaleda Zia
had a long discussion on the
current political situation of
the country with her party's
senior leaders yesterday.

The meeting, beginning at
7:00 pm at the Prime Minis-
ter's Secretariat, lasted more
than three hours.

Some , cabinet ministers
who attended the meeting,
when contacted last night, de-
clined 4§ disclose the topics of
discussions. More than two
ministers told this correspon-
dent that the Prime Minister

had asked them not to speak
to newsmen about the discus-
sions. 1 .
Meanwhile, sources close to
the BNF high command told
The Daily Star late last night
that the leaders had discussed

_ different implications of the

Awami League (AL)'s proposed
April 7 siege of the Secretariat

The prospects and efficacy
of opening a dialogue with the

- AL before the siege were dis-

closed at length, sources said.

Some leaders spoke in

favour of a dialogue for long-

term benefits while others op-
See Page 12 Col 8

Body soon to study
GATT deal -

By Sohel Manzur

As the Uruguay Round
global trade summit draws near

-Bangladesh, like other least de-

veloped countries, appears to
have resigned itself to swallow-
ing yet another bitter pill like
last December’'s GATT accord.
Left with little option but to
fall in line, the Ministry of
Commerce, perhaps‘more as an
academic exercise, has sug-
gested that a team of experts be
appointed soon to examine the
various annexures of the global
trade accord, which is to be
available immediately after its
signing during the summit be-
ginning on the 12th of this
month in the southern
Moroccan city of Marakkesh.
Officials of the ministry, talk-
ing to The Daily Star yesterday,
said although the accord did
not reflect the legitimate aspi-
rations of the developing na-
tions, they have no choice, but
to sign it and try to take advan-
tage of an open global market.
"We will have to € Our-
sclves right from this moment

to face the challenges of the
time, when all the special facili-
ties for the least developed
countries (LDCs) would be re-
moved", an official of the
Commerce Ministry said,

adding that the country would .

be nowhere in the world if it

- failed to face the challenges.

Describing the accord. fi-
nalised in December last year
as uneven', he said the develop--
ing countries would have to be
vocal against the trade restric-
tions being imposed by the de-
veloped nations on grounds of
human rights. environment and
other issues.

In this regard. another offi-
cial of the ministry also criti-
cised the use of the 'super 301°
by the United States against
Japan, saying that acts like the
'super 301" would affect the fair
implementation of the GATT
[General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade) accord. |

In fact, the developing coun-
tries were divided into two

. See page 12 Col 2
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12 killed, 40 hurt
as Pak train

derails

ISLAMABAD, Apr 3: A dozen
people were killed and 40 in-
jured when a p train
derailed some 80 kilometres
(50 miles) east of here late to-

day. officials said, reports AFP.

The engine and a coach of
the small passenger train,
which was on its way from the
eastern city of Lahore. to
nearby Rawalpindi, went off
the rail near Tarraki.

Tornado hits
Barisal

. BARISAL, Apr 3: A tornado
lashed Barisal town and its ad-
joining areas last night at a
speed of about 100 km per
hour leaving at least 30 people
injured, one of them seriously,
reports BSS. T

About 150 houses were de-
stroyed while a number of
trees were uprooted.

Two Barisal-bound laun-
ches, Sagar-7 and Dipraj-1, ran
aground due to the tornado. '

The passengers of the
launches were rescued later by
two other launches,

Day-long sit-in
for Sylhet
division today
By Our Correspondent

SYLHET, Apr 3: A day-long
‘sit-in' will be held by the

Greater Sylhet Ganadabi Pa-
rishad at the approach road of
the Sylhet Osmany Airport
tomorrow, _

Different political parties
and organisations have ex-
tended their support to make
their programme a success.
They have taken the pro-
gramme to press the govern-
ment to declare a new division
in Sylhet immediately.

The sit-in, called as part of
the 'Biman boycott' pro-
gramme of the organisation,

would be from 8 am to 5 pm,
i said a spokesman today.
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Round Staris from Ends On

Quiz 1 1 April '94 10 April '94
Quiz 2 11 April ‘94 20 April ‘94
Quiz 3 21 April ‘94 30 April ‘94
Quiz 4 1 May ‘94 10 May '94
Quiz § 11 May '94 20 May '94
Quiz 6 21 May ‘94 20 June '94

Participate in The Baily Star WorldCupUSA94~ Quiz Competition

Beginning 1 April '94, The Daily Star will run a senes of Quiz Competition (6 in alf) on World Cup Football In addition to the Bumper Prize
winners in each series be awarded Prizes of Philips Products. 18t prize— Philips Powervision 21" Colour TV, 2nd prize— Philips B'W 17" TV,
Ird Prize— Philips Turbo Sterec Recorder and 5 consolation prizes of set of Philips Lamps

Each quiz will be published for 10 consecutive days, except the Bumper Round which will run for one month in the Sports Page. Just tick the
. comect answers to all the questions and hand-deliver or mail the onginal paper clippings in an envelope marked “Star Quiz® to : The Daily Star,

House No ;. 11, Road No : 3, Dhanmondi R.A Dhaka 1205, as per the following fixture

Reachby
14 April 94
23 April ‘94
03 May 94
13 May 94
23 May 94
23 June ‘94

Send in as many entries as you want to multiply your chances.
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24 May 94
24 June ‘94
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