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Clinton target of CIA

mmatlon plot?

WASHINGTON, Apr 1:

US President Bill Clinton,
he believes could be the

of a CIA assassination plot,

reports AFP.

In an interview published
Thursday in the Los Angeles
Times, Gaddafi said Clinton
was not responsible for a re-

cent report to Congress charg-

ing that Libya was a threat to
the United States.
"Clinton is victim

the CIA and imperialism and
we're concerned
that he might face the same

destiny as "John F Kennedy

who was assassinated in 1963."

. The Libyan leader, who of-

fered to send an armoured car
to Washington, has previously

expressed admiration for Clin-
ton, who succeeds two repub-
lican administrations which
consistently condemned Tri-

Lib-
yvan leader Moamer Gaddafi has
offgred to send protection for

just like
us,” he said. "He is a victim of

about him,

Gll:ldlﬂ also confirmed that
two Libyans suspected of blow-
ing up a Pan Am jet over
Lockerbie, Scotland, in 1988

‘would remain in Libya despite

demands from London and

Mﬁd about the prospects
for in the Middle East,

Gaddafi said that no lasting
agreement could be reached
solely with the Palestinian
Liberatjon Organisation.

PLO Chief Yasser Arafat "do-
es not represent all the Pales-
tinians, he said.

"The armed groups and or-
ons are not part of this
process, and so peace

is in danger.
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PL.O orders closure of Fatah MT

offices In occupied areas

GAZA CITY, Apr 1: The PLO
ordered the offices of its main-
strearh Fatah organisation in
the occupied territories closed

in protest over Israeli actions .

aﬂln:t its members, reports

But sources indicated Friday

thechiurcmtrlmcdby

infighting.

Palestine Liberation Organi-
sation chief Yasser Arafat
issued the orders to close nine
Fatah offices in the occupied
West Bahk and six in the Gaza

} Strip late Thursday, said Sufian

Abu Zaida, head of the PLO
liaison office in Gaza.

The main Fatah office lnl_
| east Jerusalem as
| central office in Gaza City

well as the

would remain open, he added.
The head of the Fatah office
in the West Bank town of

| Tulkarum, Thabet Thabet. said

the ordeér was to prntml the
army's crackdown against
Fatah activists and specifically

Monday's sla in Gaza of
six members the Fatah
Hawks, the organisation’s

armed wing.

Thabet said he understood
the closures to be a temporary.

But sources inside Fatah,
who spoke om condition of
anonymity, said Arafat's orders
were part of the power strug-
gle that has played the PLO
since it started negotiating the
long-delayed accord “with
Israel.

~ The struggle is between the
“inside”— local Palestinians
who have paid a heavy price in
jail time and blood during the
six-year uprising — and the
“outside” — the PLO bureau-
crats in Tunis — over who will

. Agha,

be in chargq when Palestinians
gain autonomy.

Those here complain that
Faisal Husseini and Zakariya al-
Arafat’'s handpicked
Fatah leaders in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip, intended to
appoint Arafat’s men over
themn to positions in the occu-
pied lands.

They said they had rcplaced
local leaders such as Sami Abu
Samhadgnha, who had years of
experience in running the
street battles st the occu-
pation. This as causcd clashes
between the armed under-
ground Fatah Hawks and the
Fatah offices.

In the past few months, for
example, Fatha Hawks in Khan
Yunis have opened fired at the
logal Fatah office. And the six
people killed in the Jabaliya
refugee camp Monday were in

the process of mediating a
dispute between the Fatah
Hawks and the local Fatah of-
fice when soldiers ambushed
them.

“Arafat wants to control the’

Palestinians and to put all the
strings in is hand,” said one
Fatah leader from Ramallah.
Last December, three key
Fatah leaders in the Gaza Strip

resighed in protest, contend-

ing they and other local ac-
tivists were
Arafat and passed over for top
jobs in autonomy.

According to an agreement
signed Thursday by the PLO
and [Israel in Cairo, Egypt,
Palestinian police officers from
outside the occupied lands will
begin moving gradually into
Gaza and the West Bank town
of Jericho starting next week
to prepare for autonomy. -

being ignored by

Order to close
11 factories to

protect Taj Mahal

NEW DELHI, Apr 1: India's
Supreme Court on Thursday
ordered the closure of 11

US naval academ}rto ﬁ1£29-mm

Naval Academy's biggest cheating scandal involved 71
midshipmen, but only 29 should be dismissed for ﬂntntin,g L i
the school’s code, the Pentagon concluded, AP reports from R

" Although the 42 others implicated for chutlng on a 1992 e S
will face disciplinary actions that could include delayed grad- e Sl e o o e R
‘uation and taking the course again, said Lt. Cate Mueller, an || '
academy spokeswoman.

Thirty-five other midshipmen were cleared Thursday by
the three-member Pentagon panel headed by Vice Adm
Richard C. Allen. The number of midshipmen implicated at
some point in the investigation reached 134. Twenty-eight a2 B
were cleared, kicked out of fhe for other reasons or ' Wam—
graduated before Allen's panel began its work. e

factories threatening the white
marble Taj Mahal monument
in the northern city of Agra,
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dge bench ordered
the uhutdown of the units for
failing to install pollution
control devices to check
t!llui:nti urd-f.:md the Hi
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- - indian Ol Corp to control emi-
e . ssions from a glant oilrefinery
- e in Mathura, some 50 kilo-

Ub hrst Lﬂdy Hl“dl‘}' O hnt,un lau hs as uh{- greets a
woman wearing a cut-out Bill Clmtun her at the Zamorano
Fine Arts Academy in San Diego on Thursday.:Clinton
signed theé Goals 2000: Educate America Act. — AFP photo

Abdel -Rahman to take
third wife if ...

NEW YORK: Sheikh Oman Abdel-Rahman, charged

SR R R

with
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No further details were provided and executives at Xi's pa-
" per, the Chinese language thg Pao. were not immediately

available for comment.
Xi was detained on

27, the second Hong Kong-

based reporter to be held in less than a year. He was formally
arrested 10 days later and faced a secret trial on charges of

stealing state financial secrets.

Sihanoukom?pears in .Public'

Cambodian King N

Sihanouk, virtu

bald from

chenuthernpy.hunppnmdinpuhﬂe[urﬂmﬂntﬂmem
beginning cancer treatment in a Beijing Military Hospital last
year, Reuter reports from Beijing.

Sihanouk, appearing otherwise healthy and in good spirits.
was shown on Chinese state television on Thursday visiting

Communist Party Politburo
Ruthuan.
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ical treatment he had received in China.

Ba’ath Pa.rl:?' team in Russia: i

mhuﬂllthhrtylm a delega

delegation of officials to Moscow on
congress of Russia ultra-nationalist

mmmmhmmumm-q
hmm Mmlhinhm-m“dth:ﬂﬂn

nntumiu security and integrity of Hungary are
guaranteed.” Jenszensky said.

Australian FM in e Australian
Foreign Minister Gareth Evans arrived in for

a two-day visit that is to focus on the North Korean nuclear
issue, human rights and bilateral trade ties. an embabsy

m-uﬂmrmiu

French students |

£0 on rampage
PARIS, Apr 1:

UNITED NATIONS, Apr 1:
The Security Council unani-

.‘Lrgﬂntlm Pmsldent Larlnﬂ MEHE!‘H seats in front of the 17th century Taj Mahal on ¥riday.

......

Menem, who is on a three-day visit to India, said "] feel the same profound love that the
Empemr Shah Jahan would have felt at that time for his wife".

—AFP photo

metres (31 miles) from Agra.

The Mathura Refinery has
also been threatened with clo-
sure after 200 factories were
ordered shut following an
October court ruling.

The Moghul-built mauso-
leum has developed yellowish
stains and cracks on its inlaid
walls. .

Benazir reiterates support
for Kashmiris

PESHAWAR, Apr 1
Mipister _ Henazir Butto
Thursday told the tribesmen
that the present government
has endowed with life the
Kashmir issue and has diverted
the world conscience in sup-
port of the Kashmiri people
in their freedom struggle, re-
ports AFP.

Addressing a tribal darbar at
the Governor House, the

Prime Minister said, the
Kashmir issue was not only the
issu¢ of human rights or the
international rights. But it was
the issue of righteousness and
justice. She expressed the
confidence that the day was
not far off when the Indian
leadership would be forced to
put a hait to the brutalities and
atrocities perpetrated on the
people of Kashmir and they
would be given the right to
self-determination which was

promised by the Indian lead-
ership on the forum the
United Nations. -
The struggle of the Kas-
hmiri people was not easy but
they had adopted the course
with a view to showing the
world that principled stand
always emerged successful,
“We have always sided with
the forces fighting for the
right to self-determinatien
which is the path of righ-
teousness,” she added- She
referred to the issues Kash-
mir, Bosnia and Palestine and
said., “we would support ' the
le in any part of the
world struggling for their right
to self-determination, hypo-
crcy can neither help maintain
peace in the world nor can it

ensure prosperity for the
nations.” she said.
Benazir Bhutto said. the

Indur} government was hatch-

. support to thg

ing conspiracies aga.inst Pa-
kistan only because of its

Kashmir but the people of
Pakistan would frustrate their
design by demonstrating unity

in their r a:ak

e said the national inte-
gratinn demanded cohesion
and unity among ranks of the
nation on the issue of Kashmir
and atomic programme of the
country and think above the
party politics on these issues.

The issues should not
m {‘Dntrm-'rrsia she as
[hc'ﬂ. T

e world nations, she

said, should be told that we are

onag on these issues which
would strengthen the hands of

the. government. She referred
to the role of opposition India
when Pakistan presented a
resolution on Kashmir in the
Human Rights Commission of
the United Nations.

Pak-Iran deal Wwith
UN to fight drug
traffickers soon

ISLAMABAD, Apr 1: The
United Nations will soon sign
an agreement with lran and
Pakistan to provide 30 million
dollars to battle armed drug
traffickers along their rugged
border. a senior UN official
sdid on Thursday, reports
Reuter.

“This is an intense and dan-
gerous traffic by heavily armed
groups that do not hesitate to
engage in ... fights with agen-
cies that control the borders,”

Giacomelli, executive
Director of the UN Drug
Control Programme (UNDCP),
told a news conference.

The UN and Pakistan would
each provide 5 million dollars
while lran would supply the
rest of the money under the
agreement, to be signed in
. It would be spent over
four years to reinforce border

ﬂmuﬂyhttﬂd

Rightists raid Japanese
newspaper office

TOKYO, Apr 1: Two right-
ists armed with a pistol and a
sword enteic. the headquar-
ters of a major Japanese news-
paper Friday and took two em-

ployees hostage, police said,

reports AP.
The rightists went directly

to the executive floor of the
Asahi newspaper and seized a
pubic relations officer and the
secretary to the newspapers
president, police said. Using
desks, they barricaded them-
selves and the hostages inside
a meeting room for hours.

Hundreds of police were
mobilised. and officers clad in
riot gear cordoned off the
street. Riot police vans lined
one side, while four large
trucks carrying rightist sup-
porters of the two men were
kept at a distance.

Police and televisian heli-
cnpt:rl hovered above the

butlding, which also houses the
offices of several foreign news
organisations, including The
Associated Press.

One of the rightists was
carrying a pistol and the other
a 70-centimeter (28-inch)
Japanese sword, police said

They fired a shot inside the
building, apparently to scare
away building guards. but no
injuries were reported, police
said. One of the hostages said
through the doors of the room
that their captors also had
what appeared to be two sticks
of dynamite.

Police quoted a witness as
saying the rightists entered a
reception area and ordered
several people to leave.

About 10 riot police, wear-
ing flak jackets and helmets
and carrying wooden poles and
shields, waited outside the
room

people of

Britain expels

Russian diplomat

LONDON, Apr 1: Britain
said today it had expelled a
Russian diplomat after Moscow
ordered one of its diplomats to
leave Russia.

“"We were asked the
Russians to withdraw a diplo-
mat,” a Foreign Office spok-
esman told Reuters. “In res-
ponse, we asked the Russians
to withdraw a diplomat from
London.”

On the Russian decision to
throw the British diplomat out,
the Foreign Office spokesman
said: “We regret tfis demand,
which is at odds with the bi-

lateral rela we are try-
ing to build.”
He added: “Neither diplo-

mat has been declared persona

non grata. We hope ¢his is an
end to the affair.”

The Foreign Office refused
to give the names of the
diplomats involved or any fur-
ther details of the tit- fnr tat
expuision.

Prosecution of
Noriega
challenged

MIAMI, Apr 1: Manuel No-
riega was [llegally whisked out
of Panama to face US drug
charges and should have been
immune from prosecution be-
cause he was a head of state,
his lawyer said in an appeal,
reporis AFP.

The former Plnl.m.l.nlaﬂ mu -
litary leader's newly declassi-
fied appeal. released Thursday,
also claims his conviction
should be overturned because
the United States committed
shocking war crimes when it

Imrﬁiedf"m.
orliega was overthrown in

the December 1989 invasion
and brought to Miami, where
he: was convicted on drug and
racketeering charges. He is
serving a 40- sentence.
Thng 90- pﬁf appeal also
chlllmgu the government's
mdenm about coup attempts

:gaumﬂoﬁql

plotting to blow up the United Nations. told a Jjudge Thursday
that if the government did not bring his wife and son to the
United States he would have to Pake another wife, reports

Reuter.

The jokjng remark came during a pre- mal hearing when
Abdel-Rahman stood up before US district judge Michael

Mukauy and raised a number of issues regarding his conspir-

"It is important that my wife and family should visit me at
the expense of the American government,” Abdel-Rahman

said.

If his family wasn't brought over, he will be forced to take
another wife, he said with a smile on his face. .
The remark caused laughter in the court room. -
Last summer, the blind preacher was about to be dep-urﬂr.l

because he had failed to

mention on immigration documents

that he had two wives, which is permitted under Islamic law.

<Jodie Foster fractures toe

BRYSON CITY, NC: Academy Award winning-actress Jur.li:-
Foster, in western North Carolina to make a movie. made a

brief appearance at a hospital. It wasn't for pre-production or

film in, reports AP.

She fractured her toe on a piece of furniture Tuesday and
was treated Wednesday at Swain County Hospital. Foster, co-

- producer of "Nell,” left the hospital after an hour.

Foster stars in the movie as a woman raised by her mother

In isolatien.

Madonna a difficult guest
* : . § T '

US singer Madonna smokes a cigar as she is interviewed
on Thursday by David Letterman on the "Late Show",

—AFP photo

NEW YORK: Censors had their work cut out for them after
Madonna's taped appearance with US talks show host David

Lettéerman, reports AP
The singer

who loves to shock used a forbidden four-letter

word 13 times in Thursday's taping of "The Late Show with
David Letterman." She also threw in a couple of other expres-
sions not allowed on Ameriean television. including two “"god

The show was scheduled to air at 11:30 pm on the CBS
network — minus the offensive language, show apokuwnmln

Madonna was a difficult guest from the outset, pouting and

refusing to that about her career.
she demanded

Ambassador Pak Gil Yon told

reporters. The issuing even of
a statement will not help the
solution of the problems.

North Korea agreed In

February te allow UN inspec-
tions of seven nuclear sites.
But during the UN inspections,
North Korea blocked access to
a key facility sugpected of re-
processing plutonium. which
can be used to make nuclear
WEADOS

To raise. pressure on
Pyongyang. the United States
had sought a legally binding
Security Council resolution,
hinting at sanctions and fur-
ther council action if the north
does not cooperate

China opposed a resolution
and sought a weaker non-bind-
ing statement that made no
threats.

Under their compromise.
the statement said that the

council will actively study the
situation and decide "that fur

ther Security Councilt c:nnl.'ld*
eration will take place if nec-
essary in order to achieve full
implementation” of nuclear ac-
cords between North Korea
and the IAEA.

A White House official said
the administration was “very
pleased” with the statement,.
because it provided a way for
China to jpin the UN action. He
spoke on condition of anony-
mity from southern California,
where President Clinton s
vacationing

The Council president,
Jean-Bernard Merimee, said:
“‘We think the statement is a
good basis for the renewing of
inspections and the resuming
of talks between the two
Koreas’

A Western diplomat at the
United Nathhns, speaking on

.

condition of anonymity, said
that the council statement
adopted Thursday was put for-
ward by China and modified in
negotiation with the United
Stales.

The diplomat said the
United States was prepared to
accept the statement because
the substance was very similar
to its ideas and council una-
nimity was vital.

US diplomats said it was
important that all 15 council
members be united in urging
North Korea to accepl inapec-
tions. China. a permanent
member with veto power, had
been expected (o abstain from
the resolution.

Chinese Ambassador Chen

Jian. Beljing's deputy envoy at

the world body, told reporters
after the meeting that China

"Why are you so obsessed with my sex lie 7°

fhoments after sitting down.

She handed Letterman a pair of her panties and ordered
him to smell them. He refused, stuffing them in a desk
drawer and turning the conversation to her interest in bas-

ketball.

After she left. Lcttrrman said:

I'm exhausted now.'

UN Council urges North Korea to allow full N-inspection

hopes the statement will help
the crisis.

» When asked about sanctions
as a next step If the North cuni-
tinued to refuse to cooperate,
he appeared lo reject the idea.
"We do not [avour resorting (o
threats, pressure or sanctions
as a means to solve problems,”
he said.

Before the statement was
adopted. the Korean Central
News Agency quoted an
unidentified Foreign Ministry
spokesman as saying the North
"would not oppose a negotiated
solution” If the United Staies
halts international pressure on
it and resumes talks aimed #t
improving relations.

Unlike resolutions, council
statemnents are not legally
binding and do not carry the
same weight

"l tried to be nice to her.

L ]

Global treaty on
N-test ban
next yr likely

GENEVA, Apr 1: A global
treaty banning nuclear tesis,

including underground explo-
sions, could be agreed as
quickly as early next year, the
head of UN sponsored negotia-
tions said on Wednesday, re-
ports Reuter.

Mexico's Ambassador Mi-
guel Marin-Bosch,: who chairs
the conference on disarma-
ment's special committee, also
sald there were signs that
China would detonate an un-
derground blast soon.

Experts from 39 nations,
who began the [irst negotia-
tions en a Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty (CTBT) at win-
ter session that started in
January, are due to end the

} round on Thursday.



