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- Exploring Past through Theatre -

by Raffat Binte Rashid

A man's thoughts, expressions and under-
standings bring out only his inner entity.

At any level of consciousness, he displays
the childhood lessons learned from his sur-

or the circumstances that influenced

him in the formative period of life.
In fact man responds theatrically to his en-

vironment, his every expression is an image of

the environment in which he grows up or is
cultured. A child growing up in a particular
space has the psychology of that space. And
this very idea is Ashish Khandker's new for-
mula of theatre and work.

Ashish Khandkar, an actor, t and a
director, is a graduate from the National
School of Drama, New Delhi, in 1991.

Basically a freelancer, he is now experi-
menting with new forms of theatre. Helped by
his insights and findings he launched a differ-
ent line of work — Paribesh Theatre.

"Paribesh Theatre
is different from
Richard Schkneer's
environment the-

space and smell. A scene, five years ago. is be-
ing played now. without rearrapging the pre-
sent space to the five-year old sequence, the
play will be played, significant psychology will
be showed." -

His experiment with his work continues
and by the end ef April he will stage a play,
depicting the legendary Madhu Da’s human-
ism, his canteen's historical background vis-a-
vis the university campus and political crisis.

The first part of his play will depict the
Darbar Mohal (inner quarters) of the 19th
century. "In you turn the pages of history you'll
come to learn that the space:of Madhu's can-
teen was used as an entertaining quarter in the
early 19th century or at end of the 18th cen-
tury.” he says.

"Just at the entrance of the canteen a part
of the floor is mosaiced black and white,
exactly like a chess board. Here singers or

Baijis as they were
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; by Jishu Tarafder at the Jojon Cnﬁt;mpnrary Art Galiery iﬁ
the city. An 8-day show of paintings by the artist opened yesterday. -
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‘Move to remove

- Four milli jon children

involved in child labour

. To abolish child labour or at
least bring It down to a tolera-
ble limit, the country needs to
alleviate poverty and increase
social awareness besides
amending and enforcing laws,
m A legal expert, reports

"The country has no spe-
cific law on children's
sald Additional Sessions Judge
Zinat Ara at a seminar on "ILO
Minimum Age Convention,
1973" jointly sponsored by
Bangladesh government and
International Labour Organi-
sation. :

She said the Constitution
speaks of principles
women's participation in na-

tional lfe, human rights, free

and compulsory education but
these principles do not in-
clude anything specially on

children's rights and their

proper upbringing.

: Prmnﬂngapap:ruﬁ "The -
Situation .

National Legal

rights,”

like .

wise such laws are no more
than a paper works. |

The seminar recommended
that Bangladesh ratify the ILO
child labour law for gradual
elimination of child labour
from the society. The ILO
Convention has fixed the min-
imum age limit for employ-
ment at 12 years. for
ing countries and 15 years for
the countries.

It further suggested that
the government should con-
sider formation of a high-
power tripartite committee
comprising ‘representatives of
employers, government and
labour tions for desig-
ning and ting a gen-
eral national policy to reduce
and progressively abolish child

legislation related to child
laboury '
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with spectators sit- ™%
stage. But this space .
will be changedr to fit in towers and castles as
the play demands.
"But my work or Paribesh Theatre s differ-
ent from this theory.” he claims.
"Initially 1 followed Schkneer but now [ have
worked out my own formula,” he continues.
The space will talk about its own story, the
characters will bring life into it and the situa-
tions will turn the play real. he believes, The
open space is his stage and the actors in it are
"For a particular play a specific space is
chosen and not changing its scenic principles
space language the performance takes place.”
Khandker's first requirement is to. see
whether the place would have history or space
brings about an artistic stimula-
tion. For nearly three to three and half months,
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Madhu's Canteen — Photo: Kazi Ferdous Babu

tient. somewhat like
¥ Draupadi or Sita."

Khandker explains

his show.

This Eshrat Mohal (deep night show) is the
first part of his play where the audience will sit
on the floor. The second part, after a 15-
minute break will be performed at the other
remaining space which includes the canteen
counter and now the audience will sit at the
chequered space where the first part was
performed. The second part will deal with the
uprisings from 1947 to 1994.

"The two parts of my play are different be-
cause of the architecture and confent of the

- space. It is divided into past and present,” he

says.
Yet there is a similarity beiween the two

parts, he feels. "The performance of the Baijis
and their art are related to economy and the
chess-like floor shows politics. Well, politics is
still there, only the bpdy anatomy has changed.

Theatre as space theatre where play arrange-

"Work

activities, reports BSS.

He said this while formally
inaugurating the re-excavation
work of more than two kilome-
tres long Khuder Khal under
Khulna City Corporation area.

On completion of this pro-
ject long time water logging
problem of Khulna city area
will partly be. solved and an

additional eight hundred tons,

of crops will be produced a
year. It will also provide irriga-
tion facilities to about six hun-
dred acres of cultivable land.

Seventyfive per cent of this
project will be done Food for
Programme and the
rest on voluntary basis. Seventy
tons of wheat has already been
sanctioned for the project.

Md Ashraf Hossain called

llah Bhulu as its convenor to
recommend for development
of telephone distribution sys-
tem. The committee will sub-

mit a comprehensive report=

examining the present
telephone distribution system
within next three months. The
other members of the commit-
tee are Mohammad Azizur
Rahman and Shah Mohammad
Rafiqul Bari Chowdhury.

The meeting also discussed
the activities of Bangladesh
Postal Department and Tele-
graph and Telephone Board. .

Members of the committee
Energy and Mineral Resources
Minister Dr Khandaker
Mosharraf Hossain, Salahuddin
Ahmed, Barkatullah Bhulu and
Mohammad Azizur Rahman of

presided.

The association adopted a
resolution which said the PIO
represents not only the 70 in- |
formation cadre officials but
also over 300 non-cadre offi-
cials of the directorate.

The resclution said the as-
sociation is not employed with
the present movement of the
information cadre members.

Hajj pilgrims asked
to obtain health

certificates
. The intending Hajj pilgrims
for 1994 have been asked to
contact their own district
medical bdard for obtaining
health certificate and menin-
gitis vaccine immediately, re-

be given visas for performing

industrial works and many odd

jobs.
According to ILO statistics,

more than 18 per cent chil-
dren between 10 and 14 years

are working in developing

countries, 7 per cent in Latin -

America and 18 per cent in

Asia. In Bangladesh, it is more
than 40 per cent. -

Zinat Ara said there is no
single law prescribing a mini-
mum age !
kind of employment, rather
various minimum

upon the nature of work.

She said there is no law in

certain sectors where the

presence of child labour is re-

for admission to any

have
been fixed by different laws on
related sectors depending
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Weather forecast for the next 24 hours Ham

today (Saturday) says, rain or showers accompanied Ry
temporary gusty or squally wind is likely to occur at many

o
8

Works Minister Barrister Rafliqul Islam m addressing
the Eid re-union 1994 of the Lions Club of Dhaka Progoti

places over Chittagong division at a few places over Dhaka. Greater as the chief guest Thursday evening. The function
Barisal and Rajshahi divisions and at one or two places over tunthndadmongnthernhyffrumleftlgl.iunﬂhaikat
Khuina division with moderately heavy falls at places over the Rushdee, Dr Shaheda Rafique, Club President Lion
places. . Gautam Saha, and special guests Defence Secretary Lion

The Met Office forecasts, day temperature is likely to. fall Hasinur Rahman and Lions Vice District Governor Lion J
y one or _two degree Celsius over Chit division and L Bhowmick

unchanged elsewhere over the country. = 4
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The country’s highest .temperature yesterday of 365
degree Ceisius mmdndhﬂnjahnlﬁnndﬂuh:;m 17.4

in > .
" The amounts of rainfall recorded during day time
yesterday are 60 mm, Sylhet 34 mm,  Comilla 20

mm. Patuakhali and Cox's Bazar | mm each. Rainfall
recorded in Dhaka till 10 pm yesterday was 14 mm.

The sun sets today at 6.14 pm and rises tomorrow at 5 49
. The maximum and the minimum temperature and relative
humidity of some of the major cities and towns of the country
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are:

Cities /Towns Temperature in *  Humidity in

Degree Ceisius percentage A member o the Singapom Arbnes (iroup

Max Min am 6 pm
[Dhaka 32.2 24.0 B& 4
Rajaban %5 250 - I GSA in Bangiadesh : MAAS Travel & Tours Ltd. |
Khuina 35 4 26 4 78 po Kid § Bilkis Tower, Building # 6, Road # 46, Guishan (2nd circle), Dhaka-1212 |
Barisal 31.0 28.0 85 82 " _ = o - Tel : 883364, 881082, 886731
Cox's Bazar 30.0 250 77 B84 Artistes of Baitalik performing Tagore songs at the
Sylhet 218 17.4 100 80 suditorium of the Institution of Engineers yesterday. ‘
Bogra 348 23.0 683 77 — Star photo | — R R R R R R RO R RRRRBRBRERRRRRRRDRREDEEEEEIEE= :



