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NEWS BRIEFS

Hasina returns
-to capital
. Awami League president
and Leader of the Opposition-

in Parliament Sheikh Hasina
returned to the capital in the

CHITTAGONG, Apr }: The
direct read communication
between Chittagong and

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Apr 1: The
All-Party Students’ Unity
IAPSU]. has called for a strike
tomorrow at the Chittagong
University in support of their
demand for capcellation of the
BBA admission test which was
held on February 10.

3Rohmgyashdd

COX'S BAZAR, Apr 1: Police
today arrested thn:e Rnhmgya
dacoits from Dhao-Palong
refugee camp under Ramu
thana The dacoits were identi-
fled as Abul Kashem, 25
Rashid Ahmed, 28, Sirajul
islam., 31 Ramu police said
the Rohingyas ronfessed their
involvement in a dacoity at
Paner Chara on Cox's Bazar
Teknaf highway on March 30

midnight, reports UNB

CHAITRA 19, 1400 BS,

Some 1.2 lakh farming fam-.
_Hieu living in the G-K Project
will not be able to plant Aus

rice fer the second . consecu-
' tive seasbn as the project has

in the river

Trrigation Project authorities

to irrigate an estimated
48,500 hectares of dry crop-

land for high yielding Aus crop
because of the dehydrational

impact of the Far Barrage

'[.l‘mvn: expressed their inability

bogged down due to acute wa-,
| ter shortage

The Ganges-Kobadak (G-K).

in India.

Acute water icrisis in G-K Project area

"We are now more or less-

certain that no water will be

* available in the current Kharif-

1 (Aus) season as a result of se-
vere water shortage in the
Padma." Sofiuddin Ahmed, G-K
Prnjocl‘ Director told The Daﬂy

Thc G-K Prnjcct a:lgo faih:d .

to irrigate Aus seedlings last

year for want of water,.

Bangladesh Water
Development Board (WDB) of-

ficlals said, incurring a loss of.

an estimgted Taka 100 crore,

. acres of arable

[ I{M re;
Second successive Aus,
failure feared

By Mmd Hasan Khan,.back from Kushtia

In terms of money, the loss

' this year will be another Taka
125 crore, the officials in-

formed. The economic losses
of the G-K Project farmers was
yet to be assessed.

The news of the imminént

danger was yet ta reach the.

beneficiaries to the G-K
Project, covering ‘ 3,50,000
in Kushtia,
Meherpur, Chuadanga,
Jhenjdah, Magura, Jessore,
Narail and part of Rajbari dis-
lrictﬂ
" 'See Page 12 Col 3

Prime

day

Dhaka ready for yen
investments : PM

' mml.mm
ter Begum Khaleda Zia today
gave a clarfon call te tly:
Japanese investors to
t:immul‘thﬂ'upltﬂhun
Bangladesh for sharing the
economic oppertunities that a
mhhnndimerﬂﬂuw
offers now,

“Together with anlnue
enterprise and resourcefulness
we can move faster and fur-
ther... | can assure you that we
are new genuinely ready for
Japanese investments on a
large scale.” she said.

, m Zia, whe is now at’
the fag end of her five-day offi-
cial visit to Japan, was inaugu-
rating a seminar on "Business
Opportunities in Bangladesh’
organised by the Osaka
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (OCCI) here this
morning at the Hotel New
nessmen. investors and en-
of this historic in-

tively,
of the Prime Minister of

. On her arrival at the semi-
nar venue., Begum Zia and
members of her entourage
were received by the OCCI
vice-chairman Susumu Matsu-
mote, OCC] international co-
MMMTMH

Minister Begum Khaleda
‘Busriness Oppmtumtm in Bangladesh' which she inaugurated in ﬂnﬂkayﬁhpan vester-

Zia on her

Oda and leaders of the OCCI.
Begum Zia was given a
standing ovation when she en-
tered the seminar venue.

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman, Special Envoy of the
Prime Minister M Morshed
Khan, President of Federation
of Chambers of
Commerce and .Industry
(FBCCI) Mahbubur Rahman,
OCCI vice chairman Susumu
Matsumoto and OCCI interna-
tiondl commitiee vice-chair-
man Toshio Oda, leading in-
vestors, businessmen and en-
repreneurs*of Japan also took
+ part in the discussion.

They showed keen interest
in the Bangladesh economy
and investment unities.
Almost all the Japanese speak-
ers highly acclaimed the
macro-economic successes of
Bangladesh and said they
would now consider positively

as a place of in-
vestment of their well earned
money. .

Referring to Bangladesh's
competitive labour market and
large number of well-trained
professionals including engi-
meers, managers and financial
experts Begum Zia said. these
infrastructural advantages,
combined with Japanese capi-
tal and experience, can mpake
significant economic .impact
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way to attend a
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| Jamaat sees BNP

9

hand in.Satkhira

incidents

By Staff Correspondent

The Jamaat-e-Islami, Bang-
ladesh has accused the ruling
BNP of direct involvement in-
the March 30 ‘'terrorist
activittes' In Satkhira and has
termed the ruling party's role
as ‘unprecedented’ and ‘sui-
cidal'. :

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the party's central of-
fice in the capital yesterday
afternoon, the Jamaat Secre-
tary General Matiur Raman
Nizami, MP further alleged the
BNFP's hand in the disruption
of the Jamaat's conference and
the following ‘'terrorist
activities' in Satihira. He also
said the local administration's
role was 'pre-planned and
cmupira!,nrial :

“The Satkhira occurrences
were planned in a bid to foil

| the on going agitation for hold-

ing the next general elections
under a caretaker govermment
and to divert the people's at-
tention from the issue,” Nizami
claimed.

He said the BNFPs ‘irres-
ponsible’ conduct had created
hatred among the people and
had also tarnished the image of
Lthe party.

According to the Nizami,
about 200 workers of his party
were injured and the house of
Jamaat MP Kazi Shamsur

See Page 12 Col 4

Muggings declme in city.

Thirty-two
killed in road accidents -llﬂe

dmuu::p-ﬂnmth

After a post polls-carnage
which left six people dead in
the city's Nawabgan| area on
January 3], a most gory inci-
dent occurred on the morning
of March 23 when a gas cylip-
der used for inflating balloons
exploded. claiming ten lives
and imjuring dogens others at
Narinda. Skirmishés in some
city educational institutions
and other the

Monthly

:

1
X

|

H
ii

|

Round-Up

the area in turmofl during the
last week of the month. Their
armed rivalry caused two
deaths at the terminal on
March 28.

Students of Dhaka College
and a primary schoel af Mirpur
also clashed with police, leav-
ing scores of people injured.

Four other murders were
committed in the city's Goran,
K P Ghosh Lane, Mohakhali
and the Sangsad Bhaban areas.

Commenting on the situa-
tion and the special police
drive, Deputy Commissioner of
the Detective Branch (DB)
Mohammad Abdul Quyyum told
The Daily Star. "Street-m
g@ngs and rebberies in the city
are under control now”.

. Every year during the
month of Ramadan street-
muggings increased alarmingly
in the city, but this time we
have been successful in keep-
 ing a check. During the same
‘ period in 1993, street-mug-

gings wlre three-times higher
than neow", the Deputy
Commissioner said.

During March, several dar-
See Page 12 Col 3
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‘Biman uircraft carrying the
Pritne Minister and her 73- -

Golam Hafiz received

Stﬂff CUITEEpﬂﬂdﬂlﬂt

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia returned - home
late last night ending her ﬂ\n‘-
‘day state visit to Japan.

The  special Bangladesh
the:

member entourage  touched:
down ‘ at Zia International
Airport some time after mid-
night.

Law, Justice and Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister -Mirza
the.
Prime Minister at the gangway.
Members of her cabinet,
chiefs of the three Services,
senior civil and military offi-

cials and diplomats were also

present. .

The Prime Minister left
Dhaka on the night of March
27 and was accompanied by a

30-member delegation of busi-

ness leaders,

Green Ca@

lottery

WASHINGTON, Apr 1: The

United Stafes will soon begin |

accepting applications for an
annual lottery of 55,000 of its
coveted Green Card work

- permits, reports

|
]

Applications can ‘be made
throughout June and the
results will be given Iattr in

the year.

The annual lottery, which .

began in 1990, will distribute
nearly 25,000 Green Cards to
immigrarits from Europe and
the former Soviet Unién,
20,200 to Africans, 6,837 to
Asians and 817 for nationals of
Australia and the South Sea

Islands. ;
Latin America. excepl for

Mexico which has reached its
quota, is offered 2,589 of the

work visas,
No single country is allowed

to win more than 3.850. or
seven per cent, of the 55,000

cards.
All eandidatrs must havf

‘had at least two vears of higher

education or two vears of work
pynerisnee

!
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Haripur oilfield

By Special Correspondent

Production at the Haripur. -

oilfield has been declining and
the average daily output has
dropped to one-third com-

pared with that of fiscal IHBB--

90.
According to" Pctrnbangla

sources, average daily produc-
tion of crude oil at Haripur was

336 barrels during 1989-90.

.Presently it stands at a little

over 100 barrels a day.
The authorities attribute
the decrease in production to

the fall of natural -pressure °
which helps the extraction of -

oil from the plndergrnund de-
posit.

""The production will- go
down further and might come

down to, zero level UIﬂEﬂE art,l-
ficlal pressure is arranged for
oil extraction,” cautioned an

Banglﬂdenhi geologists, un-

. der the supervision of Petro-
the oilfield

bangla, discovered
in December 1986 at Haripur,

.12 miles from Sylhet town.
production of"

Commercial
crude began there from Well
No 7 in January 1987 under
the management of Sylhet Gas
Field.Co Ltd, a Fetruhangla

subsidiary.

Until December 1993, a to-

tal of 5.43,091 barrels of. crude
were produced from that well.

The average: daily ouitput dur-

‘See Page 12 Col 8

Export lncentlves better
1n neighbouring states

Star Report

" Advance tax. pcay[mnts high

taxes on capital machinery. ab-
sence of cash compensation in
the form of export promotion
bonus (XPB) and abolition of
interest rate subsidy are having
a negative impact on the state
of exporters’ liguidity in the
country, according to a recent
USAID report
- “The ahuve policies also
contrast with the incentive
packages provided in some of
the neighbouring countries,”
placing Bangladeshi expo
at a disadvantage, observed the
report based on a study on
“Export Incentives in
Bangladesh: Evolution and
Comparative Position vis-a-vis
Neighbouring Countries™ by
Mustafizur Rahman. _

All export income in both
India and Pakistan is fully ex-
empted from income taxes.
Tht Indigri exporter also earns
more in Ru terms because
+of the_pplicy of full convertibil-

-

rters .

ity of the currency which pro-

vides an exporter an additional
margin of upto 15 per cent in
terms of local curr:ncy while
Pakistari also has a system of
_ cash.compensation in place for
" the rters.

Furthermore, the rtpﬁrt
noted, during the two-year pe-
riod upto Jyne 1993 the
.Indian. Rupee was devalued by
about 27 per cent compared to
only about nine per eent ‘for
the Taka. "The immediate im-
pact of such depreciation is
that it has made Indian ex-
ports more price competitive
with respect to. Bangladeshi

products and foreign exchange -

convertibility would also enable
Indian exporters.to. make sub-
stantial price cuts to capture
foreign markets.”

In Bangladesh, the income

tax on export earnings has now
been refixed at 50 per cent

m‘_idanadmucmxﬁfﬂ.ﬁpcr
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Outpﬁt‘ declines at

tomorrow
By. JU Correspondent
Classes of the Jahangirnagar

University resume tomorrow
after a 50- daj,r unuchcﬂuhd
closure,

All the durmituﬂcs wi':l be

~opened today. The dormitories.

were vacated and the institu-
tion was closed sine die on *
February 10 when activists of
an ousted faction of the .
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
stormed one hall to regain
their authority. ,
Different student bodies,
however, feared. that  there

- might be another round of

showdown despite the pres-
ence of huge contingent of po-
lice on the campus.

Camipus sources said, the
tion
of the JCD — has already taken
- See Page 12 Col 6 |

Four children
~killed in wall
collapse in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Apr 1: Four
children retu from school
were killed when a wall col-
lapsed on them at Jamal Khan
here this noon, reports BSS.

According to police, the in-
cident occurred when the boys
took shelter behind the wall
due to heavy rain. A portion of
the boundary wall of a house
collapsed killing three of them
on the spot. One critically in-
jured, boy was declared dead by

the doctors of the Chittagong
Medical- College Hospital

where he was taken for
treatment.

The victims were students
of the under privileged chil-
dren education programme.
They were identified as Belal
Miah, 9, his brother Dudal Mia,
12, Masiruddin, 10, and Amir"
Hossain, 10.

The bodies have been sent

for postmortem and a case has
been filed with Kotwali poﬁa:
iry this connection. -
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PHILIPS

JOIN THE CONTEST

Hurry up and grab your chance to watch the World Cup '94 final 'by

winning our BUMPER PRIZE of an all-paid trip to Los Angeles and a
super ticket worth $1200 to the July 17 final.
Plus scores of other fabu!ous prizes *

HOW TO PARTICIPATE

From APRIL 1, '94, The Duily Star has started a series of Quiz Competitions (6 in all} on
World Cup Soccer. In every round, a set of questions will be published for 10
consecutive days in the Sports Page of The Duily Star (except for the final BUMPER
ROUND which will last a month). Write down the correct answers to ALL the
questions clearly and hand-deliver or mail the ORIGINAL paper clipping to: THE

DAILY STAR,

as per the fﬂllﬂwmg fixture:

= — = . —

e & T

l[ FIXTURE OF THE ROUNDS ANSWERS MUST |

~ ROUND  STARTS = ENDS REACH BY

| Quiz1 1 April '94 10 April '94 14 April '94

- Quiz2 11 April 94 20 April 94 23 April '94

- Quiz 3 21 April 94 30 April 94 3 May 94

. Quiz4 1May 94 10 May ‘94 13 May 94
Quiz 5 11 May 94 20 May 94 -~ 23 May ‘%4

| Quiz6 21 May 9 20 June ‘94 23 June ‘94

HOUSE NO: 11, ROADNO 3, DHANMANDI R/A, DHAKA 1205,

LUCKY DRAW -
FOR PRIZES

17 April 94
24 April '94

4 May
14 May
24 May

Zi]une

YOU MAY SEND AS MANY ENTRIES AS YOU LIKE.
Remember, envelopes must be marked “STAR QUIZ”

ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS TICK OFF THE CORRECT ANSWERS AND MAIL US THE COUPON ASFAST AS YOU CAN.
SO, MAKE SURE YOU GET YOUR COPY OF The Bily Star EVERYDAY!

The Daily Star.

* All prizes courtesy of Transcom Electronics Ltd

. we choose to lead




