12The Buily Jtar

PM tells press in Tokz
Next stage is to improve
hvmg condition

TOKYO, Mar Prime
Minister Begum thk‘dl Zia
today said that after achieving
near self-reliance in food her
three-year old democratic gov-
ernment was working hard to
lead .the country to the next
stage of economic develop-
ment for improving the living
condition of the common
people, reports BSS.

Begum Zia told a press
conference at the Japan
National Press Club that her
government was determined
to transform the national
economy so that poverty in

Bnn‘lnch!ih became a matter of

E.he said that her govern-
ment already achieved some
degree of success in restoring
financial and economic disci-
plines through a host of drastic
reformm measures to make the
national economy dynamic.

Our t. Begum Zia
said, has adopted market
friendly economic policies,

envisaging a strong role for the
sector.
“1 have informed the

Japanese investors of the vari-
ous facilities and incentives
the government of Bangladesh
offers to foreign investers.”
she said.

Begum Zia thanked Japan
Bangladesh's largest bilateral
development partner and said,
“We expect continued
Japanese support for social
sectors such as primary and
mass education, universal
health coverage, poverty allevi-
ation and environmental de-

L k

Supporting Japan's-bid to
get a permanent seat in the
UN Security Council, Begum
Zia said, *We, the Asians,
would be happy to see Japan
play a more active and signifi-
cant role in the UN system.”

Begum Zia said that during
her visit to Japan she had the
opportunity to pay her re-
spects tu the Emperor and the
Ema anl:l had a ‘fruitful

discussion’ with them.

She said that during her of-
ficial talks with Prime Minister
Morihiro Hesokawa they had
exchanged views on a wide
range of bilateral, regional and
international issues.

SAARC, she said, provided
South Asian countries an im-
portant forum for regional dia-
logue and added peace and
prosperity in South Asia would
have to be based on mutual
trust and accommeodation.

"1 believe,” she said, "We
are moving in the right direc-
tion".

Replying to a question on
the posasibility of a limited war
breaking out between Indian
and Pakistan, Begum Zia said.
“1 believe all South Asian coun-
tries will resolve their dluputﬂ
peacefully.”

Asked what influence she

could make as SAARC
Chairperson in this regard.
Begum Zia sald, "If our coop-
eration is sought we shall not
hesitate to extend it.”
. "We want solution to all bi-
lateral disputes through nego-
tiations rather than through
conflict.” she added.

WP to announce
fresh program,me

By Staff gurrespondent

The Workers' Party (WP) of
Bangladesh will announce a
fresh programme on April 6 to
mobilise public opinien in
favour of solving the "socio-
economic crisis” in the coun-
try.

This was disclosed by the
WP general secretary Rashed
Khan Menon. MP at a news
conference held at the party's
Topkhana Road office in the
capital yesterday afternoon.

The programme  will be
made public at a rally in the
outer stadium in the city.

Tk 10,500 cr ADP target
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. Acknowledging that

economic reforms are facing
resistance from vested interest
groups affected by the mea-
sures it, however, pledges to
C out the omgoing struc-

jt IdIUI,Um?.nt prograimmes.
l points eut that the
ADI?

tlu}r of Tk 9.750 crore

-94 has been revised
dmd to Tk 8,500 crore,

thq other hand. the

Blnk -IMF's CEM

that at

the current level of growth it
take 25 years for a person

:hw: the poverty line.
The CEM, however, adds
periad can be halved
tl"-thc growth rate is increased
to around six Lo seven per
It says that the country is at
the ‘threshold’ of higher
growth and places special
emphasis for improvement in
‘four areas: .
public and private sector in-
vestment; reducing losses in-

enterprises; removing the
weaknesses of the financial
sector; and improving the rela-
tionship between the labour
sector and management.

“The WB-IMF memo notes
that although progress was
made in implementing eco-
nomic reforms during the past
three years, investments failed
to pick up due to procedural

. and administrative
‘weaknesses', resulting in a low
growth rate.

Despite the. guve:mmtnt*
thrust towards export-led
growth and the adoption of
adequate necessary policies, it

. in some cases the results
of the pelicy measures are not
reaching the entrepreneurs
due fo ndministmtive hottle~
nu:ka

At is alin critlcul about tha:

continuing losses by the public

. sector enterpri

out that the 1992-93 amount
nf Tk 2,000 crore is equal to
45 per cent of the annual for-
elsn'nii disbursement. The

amount of such losses, it adds, -

forr a period of 18 months
“would have paid for the con-
struction of the Jamuna

‘The CEM suggests privatisa-
tion of selected state-owned
. managing the re-
maining puhiic sector units
along commercial lines and
off-loading shares of the
power, water and gas compa-
nies for public subscription.
It is also critical about the
delay in implementing the fi-
nancial sector reform project

a_nd about the weaknesses of

”_

the

“try and the export-led
- will not be possible and the fu-
. ture of Bangladesh will be

Increasing both -

ses and points

the nationalised commercial
banks (NCBs). It recommends
the gradual privatisation of the

NCBs and allowing the private -

sector to open new commer-
cial banks.

Criticising the weak links
between wages and productiv-
ity, the CEM says tlsai the rela-
tionship between the employer

~and the employee should be

all sorts of political

mﬂt
ences. "If militant labour
activities continue . then

ve foreign investors
won't be attracted to the coun-
growth

trapped in a vicious cycle,” it
cautioned.

The World Bank memio also
emphasises administrative re-
forms to enhance the imple-
mentation of the government's
programmes and policies.

The nment memoran-
dum, on the other hand, says
that there are signs of increas-

private sector investments
;In industry, construetion and
communication, although the’
agricultural growth rate has
slightly declined.

It says that investment to
gross. domestic product (GDP}
ratio is ‘expected to be .14.5
per cemt this year, up from

12:5 per cent last year, and is |

projected to be lﬁﬁperccnt
in 1994-95.

Expenditure has also in-
creased but imports failed to
increase sufficiently, it adds.
The current account deficit for
1993-94 is expected to be
around 700 million dollars
with 4,250 million dollars in
imports, 2,600 million dollars
in exports and remittances es-
timated to be around 1,000
million dollars for the year.

The government

asserts that despite 'severe’

bottlenecks. the poverty situa-

tion has improved and a task
force has ‘been set up to pre-

. pare an action plan to coordi-
+ nate all poverty alleviation ac-

tivities as per an e:arncr SAARC
decision.
The government memo

highlighted the successes of

the last three years by compar- .

ing a series of economic indi-
cators between 1993-94 and
1988-89.

It says that during
riod the overall budget deficit
declined from eight to five per
cent of the gross domestic
product (GDP),
count deficit was brought
down from seven to 2.6 per
cent of the GDP, the domestic
‘savings rate increased from
2.7 to seven per cent and the
local resource contribution to
ADP reached to 36 per cerit

from nearly zero per cent, the .

inflation rate declined from
9.3 to 1.3 per cent and even
the population growth rate
declined (rom 2.17 to 2.03
per cent. '

also

the pe- F

current ac- .
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Akﬂ:ito

TOKYO, Mar 31: The Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
had an audience with Emperor
Akihito and the Empress al
the Imperial Palace today. re-
ports BSS.

The Emperor exchanged
greetings with Begum Zia and

recalled his visit to Bangladesh
and also Begum Zia's previous
visits to Japan with President
Ziaur Rahman.

The Emperor, during nearly
an hour-long conversation
showed his keen interest In

economic development iIn
Bangladesh. '
The Emperor introduced

Crown Prince Norihito and his
spouse Princess Masako Wada
to the Prime Minister while
the Crown Prince introduced
the other members of the royal

family to her.
The Prime Minister after
rsonal re-

conveying her

gards congratulated the
Emperor for the marriage of
the Crown Prince while the
Emperor also congratulated
her for her son's wedding.

The Emperor expressed his [

confidence that the hard
working people of Bangladesh
would achieve the dreams ol
the War of Independence of
Bangladesh under her dynamic

leadership.
The Emperor also hosted a
luncheon in honour of the

Bangladesh Prime Minister.
The wife of the Japanese
Pritne Minister, Mrs Morthiro
Hosokawa., Deputy Prime Mi-
nister Tsutomo Hata, Presi-
dent Japan-Bangladesh Parlia-
mentarian League Hiroshi
Mitauzuki, MP, Bangladesh
Forelgn Minister Mostafizur
Rahman, Finance Minister M
Saifur Rahman, Prime Minis-
ter's Special Envoy -M Morshed
Khan attended the luncheon.

Khaleda addresses
seminar in
Osaka today

OSAKA, Mar 31: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
arrived here tonight from
Tnkyu by train on the last leg
of her five-day official visit to
Japan, reports BSS.

Begum Zia will address a
seminar tomorrow on invest-
ment Opportunities offered by
Bangladesh.

Leading Japanese entre-
preneurs and investment
corporations ‘will take part in
the seminar.

“The Prime Minister will
leave here tomorrow afternoon
for home. :

Ahmadiyas accuse |

‘religion peddlers’
of fanning
communal strife

By Staff Correspondent

Leaders of the Ahmadiya
Muslim Jamaat yesterday ac-
cused a section of “religion
pcddlers of capitalising on

the "Quadiani” issue for their

| political gain

- "The cummunnl force,

which was rejected by the

people during the recent elec-
tions, were trying to make a

position in the country's poli-

tics by inciting strife among

the members of different
communities.” the leaders said

while addressing a press con-

ference at the Ahmadiya cen-
tral office in the capital.

“They are conspiring to
amend the Constitution on the
pretext of saving 1slam,” said
Muhammad . Mostafa Ali,
National Ameer of the
Ahmadiya community.

- "They are also out to desta-
bilise the communal harmony,
deteriorate the law and order

situation and thwart the on- .-

going development process,”
he said. .

- The press conference of the
Ahamadiya Muslim Jamaat was
organised one day after,a sit-
in staged by the activists of the
Majlis-e-Tahaffuze Khatme
Nabuyat near the Secretariat
in Dhaka Wednesday.

Mostafa Ali expressed grave

concern of the Ahmadiya

community over a recent gov-

ernment instruction to the po-
lice to gather mfnrmatlnﬂ on
the number and location of the
Ahmadiya community mem-
“The - government's efforts
to collect informsdtion on the

oppressed, and ‘not on the.

trouble makers, has ﬂﬂuﬂdbd a
grave warning to us,” he said,
"The leaders of the

Ahmadiya community informed

that the anti-Quadiani cam-

paign in Bangladesh has been |

f[anned by a section of
Pakistani religious leaders wha
have been denounced by the
people in th:i.r homeland.

Quoting a report of the
Pakistani daily Dawn, . they,

pointed out that Haulana Allah
Wasaya, a district Ameer of the
Majlis in Pakistan, has been
declared a 'tout' by a Pakistani
court.

The court also prohibited
his entry in Pakistani police
stations, government offices
and district courts. \

Allah Wasaya came to

Bangladesh in December last
year and addressed an anti-

Ahmadiya rally held at the .

Manik Mia Avenue, 'they

| pointed out.

 economic

School ut.udenta nnd locals of Mirpur Section OUne pnl‘tm' stones at policemen dunnl a clash

over the possession of a piece of land yesterday.

Rauzan power plant |
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According to sources, Lhe
fire-fighting system of the
plant was virtually inactive,
leaving the plant at high risk
till December last.

The hot-start system which
allows a unit to begin power
generation within two hours

after being started, was also
absent In the first phase.
The Chinese proposal for

the second phase work In-
cludes several amendments
which might affect the inter-
ests of the country's power
sector.

The consulting firm for the
first phase work of the Rauzan
power plant has clearly told
the PDB that the CMEC had
failed to run the plant to full

BSF attempt to
build road in

no-man’s land

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Mar 31: Traffic
came to a halt today at the
Benapole checkpost for nearly
two hours following tension
over an alleged attempt to
construct a road in the no-
man's land by India's Border
Security Force (BSF) men.

At around 10 in the morn-

ing BSF Inspector Raus with
150 workers attempted to
start construction of a road
near the Benapole checkpost.
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) men
posted in the area immediately
prevented the BSF move,
sources said.
Later, a Battalion Officer
from Jessore Major Siddiqi
held :talks with the
Company Commander to
defuse the {énsion.

A flag meeting may be held
today sources said.

BSF

capacity. Besides, the plant
would become a burden for the
PDB in the future because
necessary equipment were not
available to overcome the op-
erational problems still exist-
ng.
Before November last year,
the PDB had claimed compen-
sation of about Tk 52 crore for
the delay in the implementa-
tion of the first phase of the
project as per the terms of the
agreement. The CMEC is yet to
settle the issue.

The logic for signing an-
other agreement with the
CMEC is that when all donors
had stopped funding the
power sector projects in

it was China which
had helped Dhaka meet its
growing demand for power.

*"This leaves us with no
choice but to sign an agree-
ment with China. which is still
supporting our power sector.”
the sources added.

"But how can the power
sector of the country benefit
from such an agreement when
we know well that the Chinese
firm is most likely going to
make another faulty plant?”
commented a PDB expert.

Hartal observed
in Sylhet

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, Mar 31: A dawn-
to-dusk hartal was observed
here and in all 11 thanas of the
district today in demand of
the release of Ilyas Ali, a
former Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
leader.

The hartal called by the
Ilyas Mukti Parishad was ob-
served peacefully.

Kotwali police arrested
Nazrul Islam, an activist of the

.urgnm:aﬂun for picketing at

Visit to strengthen tles .
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Prime Minister Begum Zia for
democratisation and economic
development and expressed
his support for social and eco-
nomic stability in Bangladesh.

Begum Zia expressed her
gratitude to the government
and people of Japan for the of-

ficial development assistance

provided by the government of

- Japan, which made a signili-
i cant contribution to the eco-

nomic of

. development

Prime Hinilt:r Begum Zia
outlined the achievements of
her government in consolidat-
ing the democratic process,
making macro -economic re-
forms, and pursuing social and
economic development, espe-
cially her policy of 'dal bhat'
for poverty alleviation, primary
education, basic health care
and creation of employment in
the rural areas.

The Bangladesh Prime
Minister conveyed to the.
Japanese Prime Minister her
deep sense of appreciation on
behalf of the people of
Bangladesh for the decision
taken by the government of
Japan to participaté in the co-
financing of the Jamuna
Multipurpose Bridge project,
which rﬁoplay an important
role for the economic devel-

opment of the northern areas
of

The joint statement said .

that Prime Minister Hosokawa,
after reiterating the commit-
ment of the government of
Japan to continue tp provide
offieial development assistance
for social and economic de-
velopment of Bangladesh, re-
quested further cooperation by

‘the government of Bangladesh

for prompt and smooth im-
plementation of official devel-
opment assistance projects. -

The two prime ministers
confirmed that the two gov-
ernments continue (o hold
regular bilateral consultations
on assistance provided by. the
government of Japan to
Bangladesh. '

The joint statement said
that the two Prime Ministers
confirmed that efforts by the
government and private sec-
tor of Bangladesh to promote
further trade and: investment
are essential for enhancing
relations between
the two countries.

The joint statement said
that the Bangladesh side,
recognising the importance of

creating a favuurlblc envi-
ronment fer foreign invest-
ment, proposed that the two
countries conclude a bilateral
agreement concerning the
encouragement and protection
of investment. The Japanese
side noted the proposal and
the two sides agreed to start
negotiatiéons in this regard.

The joint statement said
Prime Minister Begum Zia gave
an overview of foreign policy of
Bangladesh. including the pol-
icy of non-alignmerit and her
desire to develop friendly ties
with all the countries in the
world under the principles of
sovereign equality, territorial
integrity, and non-intervention
in internal affairs. She empha-
sised closer ties with other
Asian countries as oné of the
principal objectives of the for-
eign policy of Bangladesh.
Prime Minister Hosokawa ex-
plained that there had ‘been
no change in the basic foreign
policy of Japan despite the
change in the government last’
August, and that Japan had
been playing an increasingly
significant role in international
affairs, in both political and
economic spheres.

"+ Prime Minister Hosokawa .

praised the government and
people of Bangladesh for their
contributions in personnel to .

- many United Nations peace-.

keeping operations. He em-
phasised the need for reforms
of the UN institutions, in par-
ticular, the Security Council,
He expressed determination of
Japan to do all it'can to dis-
charge its responsibilities on
the Security Council. Prime
Minister Begum Zia recon-
firmed the support of

_ esh for the permanent
membership of Japan in the
Security Council.

The statement said that

Prime Minister Begum Zia

stated ‘her commitment as
current chairperson of the
South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation (SAARC)
to continue to work together
with all the SAARC member
countries to make this regional
organisation more active and
purposeful. Prime Minister
Hosokawa outlined the basic
policy of Japan towards South
Asia, including its assistance to
social and economic develop-
ment and economic liberaliza-
tion, prevention of prolifera-
tion of nuclear weapons and
missiles and promotion of re-

gional cooperation.

— Btar photo
Clash in Mil;plll'
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When the schoolboys de-
molished a wall. the members
of the cooperative society
sought the help of the police.

A large number of police-
men, accompanied by Ansars,
came to the spot and started
lathicharging at around 1] am.
In retaliation the agitated
schoolboys and some local
people peited stones and
brickbats at the policemen.

Later, fhe students took
shelter on the rooftops of the
adjacent Kalmilata and
Muktijoddha markets and kept
on hurling brickbats at the po-
lice. Police lobbed tear-gas
shells which created panic in
the whole market place and
many were injured. Al one
stage the Ansars fired shots to
disperse the mob.

Window-panes of several
minibuses were broken during
the clashes and the bus stand
at Mirpur Section One re-
mained almost deserted for
over two hours.

The Mirpur Government
Boys' High Schaol and the
nearby Upash Government
Primary School also remained
closed.

The members of the
Muktabangla Cooperative later
brought out processions in the
area. |

Hasina
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Akkas All.
. Sheikh Hasina said with the
Secretariat gherao pregramme
o April 7 the agitation for the
removal of the government
would begin. She called upon
the people to make the gherao
programume a success.
The AL chief said her party
was determined to build an
exploitation-free society as

dreamt by Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.
Hasina later went Lo

Tungipara and offered fateha at
the mazar of Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman there. .

1.

near the UN headquarters in southern
Stingle., ammmummwmm
fied the American as Alfred Petters, 37, an engineer who

specialized in water and sanitation issues, reports AP.

PLO-Israel accord on

security for Hebron

CAIRO. Mar 31: The PLO
and Israel signed an agree-
ment Thursday on protection
of Palestinians in the West
Bank town of Hebron and im
mediate resumption of overall
peace talks reports AP.

- The agreement was signed

| by the chief negotiators, Nabil

Shaath of the PLO arnd Israeli
Maj Gen Ammon Shahak. The
two men refused to answer re-
porters’ questions after the
brief ceremony in a Cairo ho-
tel.

A PLO official close to the
negotiations said earlier fhe
agreement came after the two
sides settled the difficult issue
of imernational observers in

Hebron, site of the February 25

mosque massacre that halted
the main peace talks.

The PLO dropped its de-
mand for putting Palestinian
police in the town in exchange
for lsrael agreeing to double
the number of foreign ob-
servers it would allow there,
the official said, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

The formal signipng of the

Tongi college

closedsine die

From Our Correspondent

GAZIPUR, Mar 31: The
Tongi College was closed sine
die today following armed van-
dalism.

The decision was taken in
an emergency meeting of the
college authorities this morn-
ing after a fourth-year student

received bullet wounds in a
clash.

College sources said. ten-
sion mounted in the college
when the Sangrami Chhatra
Samaj and the Bangladesh

 Chhatra League activists

clashed Tuesday.
Five BCL leaders were as-
saulted Tuesday by their rivals.
Of the injured, BCL leader
Qamruzzaman was admitted to
the Tongi Sadar Hospital with
severe stab injuries.

agreement was held 1_
more th.l.tl three hours while
negotiators met Thursday

delicate question because
Israel has always resisted any
international presence in the
territories it ntcw
since seizing them in the 1967
Middle East War. The PLO
wanted as wide an interna-

immediate eriticism from
Israel’'s right wing. Former
of the Likud party told lsrael
army radio that accepting an
international presence was ‘a
grave mistake’ by the m—

ment

zam leaves

From Page 1 Col 8

the portraits of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
General MAG Osmany and
others, allegedly by Jamaat ac-
tivists. '

On Wednesday, the Jamaat
activists and members of other
political bodies were involved
in sporadic clashes centering
around the visit here ‘'of Golam
Azan. ,

Convenor of the the All-
Party Allianice and the Zila Juba
League president Mominullah
Mohon and the Office
Secretary of the Muktijoddha
Sangsad, In separate cases
lodged . with pelice, c .
Golam Azam and 12

Jamaat leaders, five
Jamaat MPs, with 1

terrorism and the
local Muktijoddha upﬂ

Awami League offices.

The opposition parties have
convened a general meeting at
the Shaheed Abdur Razzak
Park on April 5. -
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