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Aftermath of a holocaust |

LONDON, Mar 31:
England’'s humi-
liating batting
display in the
third
: Test against West
Indies has provoked powerful
eriticism and brought renewed
calls for the county game to be
restructured, reports Reuter.
While manager Keith
Fletchér and the cricket au-
thorities in. England preferred
to focus on Curtly Ambrose's
devastating fourth-day bowling

ay, fnrmer Test ,players

" England flirted brlﬁﬂ}' with
hopes of a rare victory as they
entered their second innings
needing 194 to win. But they
disintegrated on Tuesday when
Ambrese ripped through the

mﬂ;ﬁh an awesome ?pe.ll

They were blasted out for
just 46 runs. their lnwmt
score this century.

The last two wickets added
six runs on Wednesday morn-
ing to avoid the all—timt: low of
45, registered in Australia 107
years ago, but could neither
cover up the shame nor dis-

side.

Former England captain
Bob Willis and ex-West Indies
fast bowler Michael Holding
both said the English county
game should be restructured
to raise standards which, they
said, had slipped alarmingly.

- Willis also criticised selec-
tors for sending a young, inex-
perienced team to the
Caribbean and leaving out sea-
soned veterans David Gower
and Allan Lamb. -

But Tim Lamb, secretary of
the Test and County Cricket
Board (TCCB), rejected sugges-
tions that England were badly*
prepared for the series and
dismissed calls for changes.

"I refute totdlly claims that
England were ill prepared for
the West Indies,” he said. "We
had a week longer in the West
Indies at the start of this tour
than we had four years ago.

"For most of this Test we
played well and got ourselves
in a position to win. But sud-
denly a truly cent spell
of fast bowling from Curtly
Ambrose shattered every-

*thing."

Willis said: "We have got to
réstructure the game com-
pletely iIn England. We should
Hmit the number of overseas
players in the counties.”

Holding, who spent several

* season with Derbyshire, said:

"There must be something
wrong with the cﬂcktt being

played in
__Both Holding

cricket

*and th]is i

were critical of ti'm number of
batsmen who were clean-
. bowled.

"The English batsmen's -

technique was not gaod
enough,” Holding said. "They
don't get across thé line and
cover their stumps like West
Indians.” :

Holding suggested dividing
the English county champi-
onship into two leagues, with
players in the Second Division

" paid less. "That would motivate

players .because right now
there's too much mediocrity,"
he said. .

-+ Lamb, however; defended
the TCCB. "l don't think there
is any use in grapﬂhnt criti-
cism — for everyone to go
over-the-top asking for heads
to roll," he said.

"A new structure has been
put in place. We have had one
year of four-day championship
cricket and hopefully in time
that will bear: fruit.

"We have a.new captain
whode appointment people

~welcomed — and obviously we

have to stick by him. And the
decision to appoint Ray

llingworth as chairman of sé-

PORT OF SPAIN,

Mar 31: Two mo-
nths ago Curtly
Ambrose was
talking of 'quit-
ting, reports Rcu

_ ter.

As England cricketers come

'_

to terms with their biggest

humiliation this century,
bowled out for 46, 'they must
dearly .wish the "Antiguan
Assassin” had gone ahead.

"I won't be in the game for
much longer, 1 can tell you
that.," he had promised. "1 am
getting tired of playing
cricket, cricket and cricket all
the time. I have lost some in-
terest in playing because we
are playing so much. :

"1 just want to make my
contribution and get out.”

New, Ambrose; arguably the
world's most feared bowler, is
intent on making it a 5-0
series sweep. for the West
Indies.

Australians remember him
well. A year ago his destruction
of their prime batsmen in the
fourth and fifth Tests gave
West Indies a splendid 2-1-
series win. -

" He inspired their success
with 33 wickets, at an average
of 16.42.'

In.one spell in the fifth Test
Ambrose "took seven wickets
for one run off 32 balls — one

LONDON, Mar 31:
Dutch sobcer pla-
yers are rated

“it's a mystery,” Dutch
midfielder Jan Wouters said

has
like
with™

July 17.
summer’'s Worid

can’t

Ambrose canonised

lectors earlier this’ month was
also a radical move.”
lllingworth has a demand-

ing task ahead of him to re- -

verse an appalling run that has
seen England lose 12 of their |
last 14 Tests. _
That trend is unlikely to be
halted' in the .mext two Tests
on the fast tracks of Barbados

- and Antigua,particularly with

-Ambrose back in top gear,

"l am back to my best now
and we are going to wig all five
Tests if possible. That's my
aim,” Ambrese said after col-

lecting the man-of-the-matech

award for his 11-wicket haul.
And the scenario is unlikely
to 'get better during the
English season when a revi-
ialised ‘South Africa - visit
Australian captain Allan
Borger believes England are in
for an equally tough time
against South Africa's fast
bowlers Allan Donald, Fanie de

_Villiers and Craig Matthews.

"The South African seam at-

tack is as good as any going .

around in world cricket at the

moment,” Border warned re- -

cently. i

of the most devastating bursts

" in Test history.

Ambrose, 30, can constantly
punish his body with his fear-
some run-up and deljvery, yet
not suffer injury.

Players say he has immense °

courage. pushing" himself
through stresses and sirains
that would sideline most.
bowlers.

He quickly assesses the
batsman's weakness and goes

for it, bringing his arm over’

from a height which intimi-
dates the life out of his oppo-
nents. '

Ambrose ra.t:s his six for 22
spell on Tuesday along with his
six for one against Australia
last year as his best.

+ "They are all very similar in
that we were down and out,
more or Jess,” he said.

"I am happy to come back
and produce the goods but it is
difficult to say which is the
best as they all produced re-
sults. All three are my best
performances ever.” '

Australian captain Allan
Border, who dispenses praise
and criticismn carefully, puts

Ambrose among the best four

he has played.

The others are West Indians
Joel Garner, Michael Holding
and Pakistani Wasim Akram. .

‘He hngnttnbctn the Hall
of Fame," says Border,.

the gquarterfinals in Italy. They
were World Cup nmnt.n-upl.n
1974 and 1978.

One of the stars of the 1974
World Cup team was Johan
Cruyfl, currently in charge of
Spanish soccer giant
Barcelona. Cruyfl hoped to be

"I would have preferred
Johan Cruyfl because he was a
- big influence on my football ca-
reer,” Wouters said. "It would

The heart of Dutch enigma

with Johan Cruyfl. But | know
Advocaat very well and he's a
ghod trainer. Our perfor-
mances at the World Cup will
be as good as with Cruyfl.”

issing the World Cup
with Cruyff will be van
Basten, who is out with ankle
injuries. But Wouters, currently
recovering from a call muscle
injury, éxpects to be there.
S0, he believes, will Gullit.
The striker, who has suc-
cessfully switched this season
from AC Milan to another
italian club, Sampderia. ap-
pears to have settled, his dif-
ferences with ﬁdvncaaL

"He's going to come. |t was
Just a misunderstanding be-
iween the two of them.”
Wouters said. “At the time

Gullit was out of form and he

said he wouldn't play for Dick
Advocaat’s team again.

“Now he's playing well. he's
like the Gullit of old. He's

‘cleared his head and started to

play better.

1

8:23.61.

{31

Evans eclipses
Weismuller' S
record -

FEDBRAL WAY, Mar 31:

Janet Evans is one up on the

late Johnny Weissmuller. =
The reigning US distance

‘swimming gqueen won her

37th national title, one more
than Weissmuller and 11 fewer

JANET EVANS
than all-time 'leader Tracy
Caulkins, by taking the 800-

meire race in the US
Swimming Championships on
Wednesday, reports AP.

Evans, 22, won in a pedes-
trian 8 minutes, 32.44 sec-

onds, taking the léad after the -

first lap of the 16-lap event in
the King
Center's 50-metre pool. She

.didn't have much competition,

Evans holds the women's
world record in the 800 at
8:16.22 set in 1989. Her best
time in the 800 this year is

Tom Deolan, 18, won the
men's 800 in 7:56.33. the

fastest 800 by a US man in

seven ycars

It was Evans' 10th natiuna]
title in the 800 freestyle. tying
Mel Stewart (200-metre but-
terfly] and the retired Mary T.
Meagher (200 butterfly) for
the most championships in a
single event. Stewarti ex-
pected to win his 11th title in
the 200 butterfly on Thursday,
the second day of the five day
meel. :

After Evans' race, a fan
handed her a Johuny
Weissmuller trading card as a
souvenir. Wessmuller, who be-
came a movie Tarzan after his
swimming career ended. com-
peted in the 1924 and 1928
Olympics.

"It was really neat,” Evans
said. 'Wow, he's such a legend

and he's so neat. Wow, it's kind
of great to me. it does mean a

lot to me I think | will realize
it someday when I'm done.”

_ Evans, a four-time Olympic
gold medalist and holder of
world records in the 400-and
1500-metre f{reestyle, wasn'l

-| satisfied with her time bul .was

happy with the resuit.

UEFA to keep
quiet for
a while

BARCELONA. Spain. Mar
The governing body of
European soccer won't dis-

| close whether it's fielding a

candidate to oppose FIFA
prel.'ldent Joao Havelange until

of the five continen-
Lnl federations next Tuesday at
Zurich, Switzerland, reports
AP,

After the executive coin-
mittee of the Union &f Eur-
opean Football Associations
met Wednesday for three
hours, UEFA president Lennart
Johansson said the body had

reac Idecl.-inﬂ.i
Wrnpean ollicials have

worked behind the scenes to
unseat Havelang
who has headed the world

body since 1974. But

wﬂ‘
| following a meeting last week

al Tunis, Tunisia, it appeared
Havelange had aohdified his
support.

Some reports said he
promised both Asia and Lhe

-|'Cﬂnfedtraunn ef North and

Central American and
Caribbean Football that their
allotment of teams for the
2002 World Cup would
increase to 3 from 2. In
addition. Asia reportedly would
be given a playofl opportunity
o place a third team in the
1998 World Cup.

Havelange, who will be 78
in May, has been 'criticised for
his autocratic style. He banned
Pele, soccer's greatest plaver.
from the World Cup draw in
December because Pelc and

Havelange's son-in-law dppose
each other in a lawsuil

Brazil.

FIFA will hold its presiden-
tial election at Chicago on June
16, the day before the 1994

in

World Cup begins,

Johansson, once cansidered

a potential candidate against
Havelange, ruled himself out of
the race last week. Another

heavyweight, FIFA general sec-

g [ retary Joseph Biatter, report.

edly sajd he wouldnt. run un-
less Havelange withdrew his
candidacy .

Havelange angered "UEFA
officials last month by an-
nouneing he had unanimous
support for his The
Europeans later said that they
hadn't asked him to run for re-
election.
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A lash of Titans on cards

'ppes were settled, . reports

- LONDON, Mar 31:
Barcelona and AC
Milan edged clo-
ser to a dﬂ:&m
European Cu
on Wednesday as al
Reuter.
The" Catalans' emphatic 3-0

victory over Galatasary put -

them top of Group A of thc

Champions' League,
A draw at Monaco in their

final game in two weeks time

will be enough to ensure they
play their semifinal at home
and avoid mighty . Mjlam
aﬁauming the Italians win

- Group B.
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Former champinns Milan,
who stajred top and unbeaten
in their group after a -,lac:k]ug-
tre 0-0 h - draw ~ with
Anderlecht, need only draw
away to Porto on April 13 to:
meet Monaco at their impos-
ing San Siro ground in one of
the April 27 semifinals.

Monaco, who began the day
with identical points and goal
difference to Barcelona, were

‘held 0-0 away to Spartak

Moscow in a snowstorm that

confrontations wﬂl qualify.
Monaco have done well for
France iIn this season’s compe-
tition following the ban of
holders
'match-fixing scandal. -
Barcelona, - despite benting
Monaco 2-0 at Nou Camp in
December, will be wary of
Monaco's home record in the
Champions’ League —+ 4-1

against Spartak am:l 3-0 over
Galatasatay.

But Monaco will have noted -

the variety of options open to
Barcelona coach Johan Cruyff,

'His:xpeﬂmmtmﬂladiﬂtr-

did not, however, curtail some

good. exciting football that be-
lied the result. '

Porto, whose 5-0-away rout
of Werder Brgmen léft them in
second place in Group B one
point ahead of Anderlecht, are.
in the semifinals because they
had the better of their two

games st the Belgians — a

2-0 victory at home on March . .

16 against a 1-0 defeat in
Brussels two weeks earlier.
Anderlecht could still finish
on the same number of points
as the Portuguese, European
champions in 1987,
lose to Milan in Porto and the
Belgians beat Werder at home.
- But the competition rules
state that when two sides fin-
ish their group matches equal
on points the side with the
better record in their direct

if Porto

ent combination against the
’Iﬁurka sacrtﬂcing Hulgarian

~ Tunisia tumbla
out of African
" Nations' Cup

" TUNIS, Mar 31: Hosts
Tunisia were knocked out of

the African Nations Cup soccer .

on Wednesday, leaving the dis-
tinct possibility of the rest of

the tournament playing to

empty stands, reports Reuter.
Tunisia, who needed to beat
Zaire to twe clear goals in
their group A match in Tunis,
were held to a 1-1 draw and
ended bottom of the standings.

- Their elimination also spelt

potential crisi¢ for the tour-
nament, which has had sparse

crowds for all but two of the

first 10 matches,

Both of those
Tunisia. whose home support
came close to filling
-90,000-seater ElI Menzah
Stadium on both Saturday,
when Tunisia were surpris-
ingly beaten by Mali, and for
Wednesday's match. agalnat
Zaire,

Thousands left before the

second match of ‘the evening,

where Egypt and Nigeria
played out a goalfess draw in
their Group B match.
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striker Hristo Stoichkov: from
among his four foreigners, paid
off well enough.

Werder, against Porto, were
unable to repeat the remark-"

- able comeback they achieved

at hume to ﬁmdcr]echt in

Decerriber when they were 3-0
dowri with 24 minutes to go
and won 5-3, the Germans
have -also slumped in the

- Bundesliga in recent weeks.

Porto, with 10 goals are the
second most prolific scorers in

‘the Champions' league after

Barcelona, who have needed
12. Milan have scored just six
in their five es.

Cagliari came from behind

‘with two goals in the last nine
" minutes to beat Internazionale

3-2 at home in the first leg of
an all-Italian UEFA Cup semifi-

But Inter, who won the tro-
phy in 1991, scored two pos-

“sibly crucial away goals through

Davide Fontolan and Uruguay's
Ruben Sosa after Brazilian-borm |

striker Oliveira had put |

Cagliari in front in the 11th

minute. _
L]

Benfica of Purtugal and

“ England’'s Arsenal had the

better of the first legs in the
Cup Winners' Cup semifinals,

* both of which were played on

Tuesday.
Midfielder Rui Costa scored

aﬂeranhnurtnghre'ﬂenﬂcaa'

2-1 home victory over holders
Parma after laying on the
Portuguese side's sixth lFurnu.tt«:
opening goal for strike
Soares. Itallan international
Gianfranco Zola scored Parma s
first half equaliser.

England striker Ian Wright
put Arsenal ahead in their 1-1
draw with Paris St Germain, a

precious away goal that made

the English side favourites to
reach the final in Copenhagen
on May 4. David Ginola
equalised for the 'French

States for the next two years

league leaders.

Quiz Competltlon

All prizes courtesy :
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Perec plans to

move to US

PARIS, Mar 31: Olympic.
champion Marie Jose Perec of
France said Thursday she has .
decided to move to the United
to.
train under coach John Sunth.
reports AP.

Perec, who won the 400.-

metres at the 1992 Summer -
Olympics in addition to the

1991 world 400 title, said she;
will leave. Saturday to work
with Smith at Westwood, Calif.

Smith coaches several

_world-class athletes, including

Olympic 400-metre hurdle
‘champion and world record-
holder Kevin Young. _

Perec has been unhappy re-
cently in France and refused to
run at the European Indoor
Track Championships in Paris. .

t Her longtie coach, Jacques
Piasenta, broke nﬁ hil ﬂﬂr

with her. |
Perec, long n:gardnd as

{ temperamental, is the sixth- .

best performer of all-time in .

the women's 400 with a 48.83

attheﬂamdmaﬁumu

Her d!pa.rtl.il‘t to Cnliﬁul'nh
was approved by the French
Track® Federatiory, which said
she will still compete for the
French national team for the

e

European Cup, the French

Championships = and
European Championships.

| Tyson may get
semtence .
modification

INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana.,

Mar 31: Former heavywelght

the

champions Mike Tyson could
be released from jail in June, if
the judge who sentenced him:
to six years for rape accepis a

petition from the boxeg, Te- -

ports AFP.
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Quiz 1.
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When was the inaugural World Cup held?
Who were the first World Cup champions?
Hew many teams took part in the first World Cup?
Which country hosted the second World Cup?
Which country has played in all the World Cup finals?
How many goals were scored in the 1938 final?
When did England make its World Cup debut?

+ .How many goals did French striker Just Fontaine
score in the 1958 tournament?
When did Pele make his World Cup debut?

‘How many hattricks were scored in [talia-907?

Read the instructions carefully. Then tick (Y) the answer which you think is correct.

v 1930 [ 1932
Brazil [_]  Chile
12 T 13
Spain [_]°' Ialy
Italy Brazil
4 5 .
1938 16._14
11 . 12
1954 ] 1958
1 - 2

-
Un | oy
16 3
3 Bram [
6 -
1 1es0 [
3 s 3
CJ  19e2 [
3 =l
fach
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Entries close on 14-04-94




