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The Wait for another

Cultural Awakening

have they gone?”
hnd I couldn't answer. First,

because | didn't know the
whole answer. Secondly. |
wouldn't answer even if | could
for that was not the time to go
for the many lapses of our
generation’'s golden three
years: 1972 to '75.

it took perhaps less than
five years for a solidly real
Pakistan, embedded in the
hearts of 70 million Bengalis.
it seemed. for eternity to
crumble and slide into an em-
pire of evil. In 1964 military
dictator had won hands down
in the electoral college BD

elections, and a big majority of

Bengali basic democrats had
voted for him. In the following
year war erupted between
india and Pakistan and the

prmdmgnhrmuht clearly
into’ the the fact that
Bengalees thought this was

between India and

West Pakistan having absolutely
to . do with East

ready to be pleased with an
indian victory or a Pakistan

debacle. Closely after, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman gave his
Six Points. These
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Pakistani which culturally
means nothing. And how? In
Pakistan there were Punjabis
and Baluchis. Sindhis and
Pathans, and only
were mno allowed
Bengalees and were required
to be the only pure Pakistanis.
It was a sin for the people in
the eastern wing to  be
culturally what they were.
were equated with
Hinduness. By whom was this
straitjacket fashioned and im-
posed? By a iniserable
who hadn't had any idea either
of culture or of democracy. A
Punjabi could be a good
Pakistani by remaining a hun-
dred per cent Punjabi. But for
a Bengalee that was inconcetv-
able - he must ha dis-
own Mhis culture and be
civilised and Pakistani by
speaking Urdu and eating
chapati and donning shilwar
and kameez. That was the in-
sistence from the word go in
1947. And how hard did the
Muslim League elders like
Fazlur Rahman of Shainpukur
try to fit the bill?

The transformation of one's
striving to become a Pakistani
into a positive statement that
one was a Bengali - was made
possible by a -pace cultural
movement taking shape

the political devel-
opments during that fateful
decade 1960-70. In point of
fact, often times the cultural
thing preceded the political
in the fashion that the great
ideological ferment set in mo-
tion by the e sts and
the philosophers had pre-

ceded the French Revolution.
First in the chain to take efl-

fect 'was the celebrations all
over the land of Tagore

Centenary. That was in 1961,

lo be

From 1963 the great festivals
of the seasons started: Barsha-

and Basanta-utsav. Soon
enough the Bengalees started
celebrating the Pahela
Baishakh. the Bangla new
year's day. So on and so forth.
There was now something
glorious in fecling that one was
a Bengalee. A surge for
Bengali literature and music
followed. How can one forget
about that great culiural awak-

ening?
Manash was enquiring about
what happened to that

awakening ol the sixties in the
post-liberation Bangladesh as
also where the people involved
in that had gone.

The answer is a complex
ever good and exhaustive, can
hold all the truths of the
matter. The situation to which
Bangladesh woke up to on
December 16, 1971 was one of
a war-devastated country cry-
ing to be set on the proper
rails of recovery and recon-
struction. And as a corollary of
that the political situation was
also very fluid and things
after all needed some time to
take shape and a perspective
to emerge. The state leader-
ship which' was for many
meonths after independence
also the leadership of the soci-
ety as a whole, had hardly any

mind for finer things of life

right then. But then they did
go for things cultural. They
started with making education
free for girls upto the eight
year level. And they offered
books free for the whole of the

primary level. Bangabandhu
was bent making Bengali the
true state of this land

— and this was yilelding very
encouraging result.
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" As for music, the povern
ment did an unpr:rrdrnlrd

thing by arranging lor a
Woodstock kind of f[estival
concert for ten of thousands

of listeners with the difference
that the fare presented here
wouldn't be pop butl very se

date Bengali songs. It was in
game of Lhese greal [esiival

concerts at the Suhrawardy
Uddyan that the masses first
heard Suchitra Mitra and
Debabrata Biswas.

Drama commenced f{is
march of victory at what was to
become Nalak Sarani as soon
Aly Zaker and others were
back in Dhaka from
Mujibnagar. without waiting to
be told ta begin. It was left for
Bangabandhu to make dra-
matic and musical shows ex-
empts from taxes, and he did
that with a will.

In all, whatever the yei-to-
scitle-down government of
Bangabandhu, occupied as it
was with things of weightier
concern, did on the cultural
front, has as yet not been, in
all these 19 years, matched
not to speak of being sur-
passed. The great cultural
awakening of the sixties,
could be seen to have supplied
the initial momentum to
drama and music and the dif
ferent {estivals. There was no
point of its continuing unaf
fected by the liberation war
and the emergence of the new
state to which 1t was geared.

For another such move:
ment to take shape would re-
quire another set of cultural
realities free from social ta-
boos and prejudices. With fat-
wabagji stomping dark minds
working to ban Tashlima's
novel on communal realities,
time is perhaps already-ripe
for that. That tme the vehicle
was Tagore and his songs
What will be the rallying point
this time? Perhaps folk music,
Only that has the potential to
take on and ultimately break
the anticultural hold on the
society by fundamentalist
zealotry. In order that folk mu-
sic: is able to dellver on iis
possibilities, we should all be
wary ol its abuse by cheap
commercialisation.
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1,ms as an international wire
\ dent, Walte
recalls. his stories had te be
filed to New York by unreliable
telephones and telex ma-
chines. "Half of your work, or
more sometimes.” he says.
“was somehow

the story to UPI (United Press

International) headquarters in

_ New York."

Moreover. he notes, "We
had to cover every press con-
ference in person,” because
there was no Cable News
Network (CNN] televising it
and no- transcription service

making transcript texts of
. Washington briefings available

on computer screens — "If you
missed being there in person,

~:|mumiuadth|:|turymm~

pletely.”

What changed journalism
“was the computer revolution.

The first terminals arrived In
the mid 1970's, Walte says

"and were very slow by today's -
lightning fast -

standards, but
mmpnrtd to what we had
then." Nowadays. he says, his
colleagues go out with a
“laptop’ (portable) computer
strapped to their shoulder.
"The sheer ease of. on
these machines has made it
easier to write at lex " he
adds. "With typewriters, you
wrote whatever was neces-

F:rnmthtl’trﬂmﬂul{tn

Somalia to southern Florida to

Moscow the modern journalist
sends copy d from his
small portable computer

“ through telephone lines and.
receives instantaneous com-

puter messages from supervi-
sors, colleague
back those same lines.
He or she can also use the

computer to access wire ser-

vice reports to keep in touch
with News.
. When far from telephone

~ _service, Walte notes, journal-

ists "routinely link their laptop
computers to small, portable
satellite dishes [antennae)"
anywhere and transmit their
reports directly to satellites,
which then direct them
downward again to their edi-
torial arters.
If all else fails. he euntin-
ues, "almost every major hotel”
in thr.. world has fax (telephone
facsimile transmission) faeili-
ties available, "and you can

print out your story on paper’

and send it in. You may be
physically away, but you're
never really outside the office.”

The pervasiveness of infor-
mation tec in the form
of faxes and CNN, which is also
available at many hotels
worldwide, is a mixed bless-
ing, he says. On the one hand,

“You're never away from any-

thing." On the other hand,
“Your bosses see the news on
CNN sometimes bn{ur: you do
on the ground.”

While “the basic legwork of
good reporting hasn't chnlged
that much," he notes, "every
newsroom now has hailf a
dozen television sets tuned to
CNN and similar news outlets.”

s and contacts.

- combined with

" Lucerne,

For some, he says, it is more
efficient to stay in the news-

room and watch a press con-

ference on CNN — then a half
hour later call up an accurate
transcript from a commercial
data-base on an office com-

puter terminal — than to take a
taxi and cover the event. Thus
for some journalists "the per-
sonal contact thing is gone" as
his colleagues get "more and
more of what they need" via

. electronics.

USA Today. Walte explains,
also makes use of advanced
telecommunications to dis-
tribute newspaper. Once the

electroni¢c reports have been-

sent into its Arlington head-
quarters and edited, they are
graphics and
photographs and then "laid
out” on a e by illustrators.
After the layout has been ap-
proved, it is photographed and
the photographic negatives
beamed up to orbiting satel-
lites, then beamed down to 32

printing ‘plants throughout the -

United States — as well one
plant in Hong Kong, one in
London and another in
"If we had to dis-
tribute the newspaper by truck
throughout the United States.”
he says, "of course we couldn't
possibly do it."

The electronics revolution,
he notes, has altered front-

'page content for USA Today

and its rivals. Now that people
receive breaking news imme-
diately by television. the func-
tion of a newspaper, he says. is
no longer just to “tell people
Continued on Page 9
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IYA and Judith Twandi

are an unusual
in ﬁouth Alrica —

thcy remain 80 in the face of
prejudices that would plunge
most people into despair.
F'Irlt]y there is thetr mar-
riage. Stya, 30, Is a black
preacher from Cape Town. Ju-
dith, 31, is a white teacher from
Ipswich, England. They met in
Judith's home town five years
ago and, after a rocky murulnp
(Stya fell in love at first »
Judith, nee Riley, did not) were
married in Britain in 1992,

Tudm are happily shar-
t in the Cape Town

luhurb of Rondebosch. Judith
is pregnant and Siya s able to
joke about sleeping with the en-
emy.
Yet the difficulties for a
mixed-race couple in a soctety
still obsessed with race are no
laughing matter. Their
may no longer be fllegal under
pow-defunet apartheid laws,
but the sight of a blackman
holding hands with a blue-eyed
blonde is enough to stop most
South Africans on their tracks.
Often the curiosity is con-
fined to amazed stares. "We
usually see them sting their
car mirrors for ::ij:ttl:r look,”
laughed Judith. Other times, it
turns nasty. Siya is used to
Afrikaners bellowing “"Hey kaflir,
what are you doing with a white
woman” at him.
fecls that people "look at me
and really despise me."
prefer to look on
the brﬁltlﬂenfhhhhlhpk'-
ture. “Talk about the positive
thi“r * Judith urged her hus-
Like the four black men
who blew their horns and
cheered for peace when they
saw the Twanis And
the two young whitemen who
delightedly sang "Ebony and
Ivory" when they encountered
the couple in Rondebosch.

"I've found a lot of people
who almost sec us as a symbol
of hope,” said Judith. “"We often
hear people whispering in
Xhosa (a local language): Look
here, here's the new,k6 South
Africa.’

Sadly for the Twanis, how-
ever, the new South Africa is

hﬂnﬁ a different range of
. One of the spinofls of

. th-c country’'s growing wave of

political extremism has been

rising anti-white sentiment

among radical black youth.
Black townships are turning

Judith often

Arlene Getz writes from Cape Town

For the first Sime in South African history, biacks are taking
part in government as members of the newly formed Transi-
ional Executive Council. Apartheid has officially ended. Social
segregation has not. It is still fairly rare to find a black man
holding hands with a blue-eyed bionde. Mixed couples face
Oifficulties in a society still obsessed with race. Siya and Ju-
dith Twani tell Gemini News Service of their efforts 1o end the

SIYA AND JUDITH TWANI

‘People see us as a symbol of hope’

into no-go areas for even the . Guguletu they encountered a

anti-apartheid activists once crowd returning

mwwr::enu from school. Some of the stu-
tants in the "one set-  dents immediately targeted the

tler, one bullet” brigade may be  pregnant Judith, chanting .

only a amall , but their "burn, settler, burn.” One

actions have rendered it in- muhhﬂ:ﬁum

cre difficuilt for the few: warning climbed out of the

whites spend time in black
townships.

Amy Biehl, an American
student, became one of their
victims when she drove black
frfends through the Cape Town
township of Guguletu. Black
youths ignored her friends’
pleas and stabbed her to death
because she was a “settler.” In
other, less-publicised incidents,
a pregnant white health workér
and twa white lecturers hailed
by students as "honorary
-blacks” were stoned and shot in
nearby Khayelitsha.

For the Twanis, the hatred
has grave personal implications.

Once whtn driving l'nme h’]

teon.

Stya’'s attitude changed
slowly as he became a commit-
ted Christian dedicated to
e with the youth. He and

are now passionately
Invulﬂd In ltttnptl to
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Couples that Bndge the Colour Divide

lhnm

The tock part in a
fo o u=1=E:?==
South to all of

State of Mmd of Litterateurs i In South Asw

by Ayesha Parul

HAT is common am-

ong the people in

South Asia? The re-
gion is fragmented into several
political units, The people be-
long to many ethnic and lin-
guistic communities. Cultural
diversity is so extensive that
there could be as many as fifty
nations states.
whole range of diversity, it is
frequently expressed, may be
as a wishful thinking. that
there is a common bondage
among the billion peoples of
this region. This is the
bondage of history, heritage.
culture, struggle and aspira-
The claim of such
bondage often appears as a
mockery when we see that the

States are busy in preparing

Within this -

their respective war machines
against each other, spending
more than six billion dollars

every year for buying military
hardware.

How this situation is ad- -

dressed by the members of our
literary world? How these re-
alities are portrayed by the
guardians of our mental facul-
ties? Mainly two trends in this
respect have been evident. One
trend represents the most
radical thoughts and struggles
of the people. Youthful roman-
ticism coupled with left orien-
tation has shaped their ideas
and actions and has made
them ' rebellious. They are
many in number. But they are

- in Bangladesh brough

scattered and weak.

‘There is another trend, a
trend of convenience. This
trend is in the hegemony
which draws authority and pa-
tronage from the State and its
institutions. The litterateurs

belonging to this trend speak

the language of the State. They
do not involve themselves in

any activity which may under-
mine the official State policy
and jeopardize their interest
‘which they have accumulated
through their relationship with
the State based on mutual con-
venience.

In ‘the seventies. the poets
t a new
dimension, not only in the

reflected in many literary
works, forums and movements

responsible for ntrmuu-u- rela-
tionship between the States,
have largely been overiooked
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How Fish and Ceres Made Fools of Us All

NktholewrﬂuﬁmImdnn
You have been warned: April Fool's Day is approaching,

IS voice sounded au-
thoritative yet agreea-
ble: ". . . s0, “would _you

just do that small thing for me, .

madam?"

Entirely unsuspecting, the
women said Yes, she would. At
once. So saying, she plunged
the telephone into a bucket of
‘water...

...and became another vic-
tim of-one of the most imprac-
tical practical jokes ever in-
spired by April Fool's day.

The Hoax was SO

‘widespread that it prompted

the telephone company to
publicly issue the memorable
advice: "Wet telephones will
not work."

What did the bogus telecom
engineer get out of his prank?
"He hopes to hear the splash
and then a ghig before the line
goes dead," confided a com-
pany official.

Then there was the trick
devised by ingenious inmates
of Pennsylvania State Peniten-
tiary in the United States.

They devoted April 1 to
sending out prison-made car
registration plates in packages
deliberately stamped with the
wrong number,

It meant that, Fhil&dtlphla
motorists received plates
bearing one number, a regis-
tration certificate with an-
other.

The result: much confusion
among drivers and court offi-
cials, particularly after some
car-owners received sum-

when practical jokers have free reign

o embarrass their

victims by convincing them that absurd fiction is actual
fact. Gemlni News Semae looks at licensed tnck&ly
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monses for illegal parking on
days when they had not been
in the city, while the real cul-
prits temporarily escaped. de-
tection.

In Britain, All Fools Days

rituals are so entrenched that -
" serious national ddily newspa-

pers can — for 24 hours — get

- away with printing spoof news

stories and advertisements.

Like the alleged "Govern-
ment Announcement” concer-
ning "A proposed shift of the
Earth's Axis" or a spurious
vacancy for a "Senior Rhubarb
Consultant.”

A prestigious BBC telﬁrinmn
news programme conned mil-
lions of viewers with an appar-
ently serious report on a

spaghetti tree,

The art of ensnaring the
unwary arguably reached a
peak earlier this century with
the activities of Horace de
Vere Cale.

An English practical joker
of genius who waged a life-long
war against pomposity, Cole.
specialised in hoodwinking the

Establishment with elaborate " .

impersonations ol visiting po-
tentates and dignitaries.

His take-offs of the Sultan of
Zanzibar and a senior Prussian

army officer were dry runs for
his, classic prank — the

Dreadnought Hoax of 1910.

This began with a telegram
purportedly from a British
government minister to the
Royal Navy's Home Fleet asking
for "full honours" to be ac-
corded to "the Emperor of
Abyssinia and his retinue” on
their visit later that day.

Having sent his
Cole swathed himself in cur-
tain material, blacked his face
and, a by similarly
disguised friends (including
the writer Virginia Woolf), left
travelled into history

Everyone from the railway
authorities to admirals was

- bamboozled by the party as it

inspected the Dreadnoughts
and other battleships, gra-
ciously expressing their admi-
ration in an improvised mix of
Latin and gibberish.

"Bunga. bunga!" was their
most frequent exclamation and
it became a catchphrase — the
more s0 when questions were
asked In parliament about the

jape that "rocked the Empire

. with mirth or anger,” as the

. London Times reported.

Succeeding ations of
tricksters have followed Cole's
lead. Such as the example of
the Canadian rescued from the
sea off Brest, in France, claim-
ing to have crossed the
Atlantic selo in a home-made
nuclear submarine which un-

' had sunk.

His story was believed — un-
til police found a Paris-Brest

- rail ticket in his pocket.

Hapless victims are known
even now as "les poissons
d’Avril® — April fish.

April Fools Day is old, but
how old is not clear. According
to a 1760 rhyme "...why the
people call it so/Nor I, nor
they themselves do know.”

Modern folklorists think it
is a relic of Cerealia, the
Romans' early April festival
honouring Ceres, the pagan

goddess of fertility.
Myth says that her beautiful
da

ughter Proserpina was ab-
ducted by Pluto, ruler of the

 Underworld.

Hearing the echo of her
cries, Ceres searched in vain
for the voice — the supposed
origins of "a fool's errand.”

So if a plausible stranger
seeks your help in push-start-
ing a car on April 1. just check
under the bonnet: chances are
the engine will be missing.

NICOLA COLE is a British
freelance writer and journalist.



