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Four hacked
to death by
outlawed party
activists

JHENIDAH, Mar 30: Four
people, including two brothers,
were hacked to death allegedly
by members of Purba Bangla
Communist Party in three fron-
tier villages here early Monday,
reports UNB.

Police said, the two brothers,
Aminul Islam Alias Matin 30,
and Mohon 32, sons of Mithu
Master, were beheaded at their
house at Kutubpur village
shortly before dawn.

The outlaws slit the throat of
Abdur Rahman 30. son of
Khokai Biswas and Surat Ali
26, son of Sukur Ali at their
houses at Tiyorvilla and
Talukora villages in Alamdanga
thana.

Police suspected that the
armed members of Purba
Bangla Communist Party killed
the four to take revenge of last
month’s killing of their two top
leaders.

The miscreants numbering
more than 12 also injured three
women in Badarganj. another
frontier village of the district.
Amena Khatun 60, Nilufar 15,
and another woman whose
identity could not be known
were beaten up severely and
admitted to Jhenidah sadar
hospital. '

The miscreants also assulted
some seven people in Laxmipur
and Dakbangla villages.

Separate cases were filed
-with the local police in this
connection

A happy

ending!

SIRAJGANJ, Mar 30 : At
| last they got social recognition
to live happy conjugal life after
adventuresome journey from
their houses, says UNB,
| . Some 17 teenage girls left
homes frem four villages at
Kaliaharipur union in sadar
thana Monday to live with
their lovers. _

Of the girls, five are from

houses in the morning and
demanded trial of the youths
who lured the girls to the local
UP Chairman.

The Chairman and other
village headmen met with the

guardians of both thc}routhniL

and girls "and" solNed the
matter by arranging their

The marriages were solem-
nised with mohranas worth
Taka 25,000 each arid without
any dowry on the same night.
- Most of the girls are |
between 15 and 18 years of
age.

When contacted, the UP

Sathiamtali, three from |
Dighalkandi, three from
Charbanbaria and six from
Pikepara villages,

Villagers said the
guardians became concerned
after the girls went out of their

Chairman. Abdul Kader of
Kaliaharipur confirmed the re-

Tk 2.4 crore

sanctioned
for development

of schools
CHAFPAINAWABGAN.J, Mar

30: Facilities Department un-
der Minisiry of Education has

taken up a programme to
construct classrooms of 30
high schools and madrasas in
five thanas of the district, re-
ports UNB.

According to official
sources, an amount of Taka

2. 40 crore has been sanc-
tioned under the Annual

Development Programme for
the implementation of the
scheme.

The classrooms of 20 boys,
pand five girls high schools and
five dakhil madrasas in
Shibganj. Nachol., Bholahat,
Gomastapur and sadar thanas
will be increased to solve the
accommodation problems of
the students.

The .comstruction work is
expected to be completed by
next December. Taka eight
lakh has been sanctioned to
expand accomamodation facili-
ties to each educational insti-

Crops of more
areas in Sylhet
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Day held on the varsity campus.

National

--------

— CU photo

MYMENSINGH, Mar 30 :
Bangladesh Agricultural Uni-
versity celebrated the 24th
Independence and National
Day with due respect.

Vice-Chancellor’ Professor
Dr Shah Mohammad Farouk
formally hoisted the National
Flag and took salute of a
colourful march past at BAU
stadium.

Muktijoddha Sangsad. K B
High School Boys Scout, Cub
Scout, Halde Pakhi, Girls
Guide, K B |1 College, Rover
Scout, Dhumketu Club, Sabuj
Mela, Kakali Sangha, Nabarun
sangha Night School and se-
curity section took part in the
march past.

The Vice-Chancellor placed
wreaths at the BAU Liberation
War Memorial and Central
Saheed Minar. Besides, teach-
ers association. students of
various socio-cultural organisa-
tions observed the day through

| separate programmes.

Kurigram

Our Kurigram Correspon-
dent writes : The Indepen-
dence and National Day was
celebrated throughout Kuri-
gram district in a befitting
manner with a fresh vow to
establish democracy and a cor-
ruption free society.

The day was heralded with
21 gun salute and placing of
wreaths at the Shaheed Minar
and at Shaheed Smriti Saudha
and hoisting of National Flag.

A ceremonial parade of
Scouts, Police, Ansars, VDP
members, BNCC and members
of children organisations was
the main highlight of the day.
Special pravers in all mosques,
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temples and churches were
held for the peace and
progress of the country.

A reception was accorded
to the members of the shaheed
families under the auspices of
Zila Muktijoddha Sangsad.

A discussion meeting was
held at the local town hall.
Muhammad Abdul Haque,
Deputy Commissioner, Kuri-
gram, was present as the chief

guest. Several speakers took

part in the discussion on the
occasion. -

Speakers at the meeting
stressed the need for building

a strong unity among the peo-
ple 'to” énsuré national pros--

perity.
Comilla

Our Comilla Correspondent
says : The 24th National and
Independence Day was eob-
served here with much enthu-
siasm. Different political and
socio-cultural organisations ob-
served the day through various
programmes.

The day's programme star-
ted with 21 gun salute, hois-
ting of National Flag on all
government and private build-
ings. ceremonial parade by
Police, Ansar,-VDP, BNCC, Girls
Guide at Comilla stadium.

Special prayers in all mos-
ques, temples and churches
were offered for the prosperity

of the country.
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Qur Natore Correspondent
adds : People of Natore district
celebrated the 24th Indepen-
dence and National Day with
due honour and enthusiasm.

In" observance of the day
different socio-cultural, politi-
cal organisations and district
administration took up various
programmes.

National Flag was formally
hoisted at Kanafkhali Stadium.
A colourful parade and attrac-
tve games were also held by
students of different educa-
tional institutions here and
members of Natore Police,
BNCC Ansars and VDP.

- The district administration
had arranged a football match
between Natore Pourashava
and Natore district administra-
tion on the day.

Later in the day, a discus-
sion meeting and cultural func-
tion were held at the district
council auditorium under the
auspices of the district admin-
istration.

Asir Uddin, District Com-
missioner of Natore, was
present at the meeting as the
chief guest while Chowdhuri
Ahsanul Kabir, SP, Natore at-
tended the meeting as special
guest. Nazrul Islam, ADM,
Natore  presided over the
meeting, :

Among others the meeting
was addressed by Siraj Uddin,
Principal of Dighapatia M K
College, Abul Mannaf, Presi-
dent of Natore Chamber of
Commerce and Industries,
Ziaul Haq, PTI Super, and
Advocate Mohshin-ul Hagq.

Qur Sirajganj Carrespon-
dent says : The Independence
and National Day was observed
as everywhere in the country
in a befitting manner. _

The district and thana ad-
ministrations took up day long

programme in accordance
with the national programme.
Different political and socio-
cultural organisations includ-

" ing BNP, Awami League, Jatiyo

Party, Sangbadik Samity.
Muktijoddha Sangsad, Ghatak
Dalal Nirmul, Committee and
10-party alliance also observed
the day. :

. BSS adds : Speakers at an
Independence Day discussion
here Monday called for stren-
gthening of nationalist forces
to consolidate national inde-
pendence and sovereignty.

The discussion held under
the auspices of Chattagram
Gono Oikya Parishad in Nur
Ahmad Road CMUJ auditorium
with Barrister Aminul Haq in
the chair. was addressed by
Barrister Salimul Huq Khan
Milky, Dr Muhammad Shah

-and Dr Abul Kalam Azad of

Chittagong University, advo-
cates M A Jabbar Chowdhury,
Serajul Alam, Abu Zafar Cho-
wdhury. journalists Nazir
Ahmad, Zahedul Karim Kachi
and Kashem Mahmud and
Freedom Fighter Shafi Chow-
dhury. ;
Speakers said a national
unity on the basis of Bangla-
deshi nationalism was needed
at the moment to lead the
country towards economic
progress. Our hard-earned in-
dépendence will remain mean-
ingless unless we achieved
economic’ emancipation, they
added, '

The participants also cau-
tioned the people not to be
misled by cheap slogans of any
political party, but to stick to
nationalist ideal.

Pledge to safeguard independence

BCL-JCD clash
in Sirajgan;j:
16 injured .
SIRAJGANJ, Mar 30: At
least 16 students of Ullapara
Degree College were injured,
four seriously, in a elash be-
tween the supporters of Jati-
yatabadi Chhatra Dal and pro-
Awami League Chhatra League
here today, reports UNB,
Witnesses and police said

the clash erupted when the
BCL activists attacked the sup-

porters of JCD at Shyamoly in

Ullapara thana at about 11 am.
The clash was a sequel to

Monday's brawl between JCD
supporter Kabiruzzaman and

BCL worker Rubel in a college
class room. =

Seriously injured Kabiruzza-
man, Nazrul Islam, Abdus Sa-
lam and. Jewel were admitted
to Purnimagati Health Com-
plex.

Top priority
given to improve

communication

TONGIBARI (Munshiganj),
Mar 30 : Commerce Minister M
Shamsul Islam said the main
objective of production-oriented
activities initiated by present

government was to improve the

standqrd of life of the common
people through building up the
economic infrastructure. re-

ports UNB.

The minister while inaugu-
rating 110 feet Nagarkandi

bridge said this to a sponta- -
‘neous gathering of people. He
also laid the foundation stone of

Rang Meher bridge on
Tongibari-Hashail road
Tuesday, said an official hand-
out.

Shamsul Islam said eco-
nomic freedom was the main
pre-condition to consolidate
democracy. Referring to the
different development pro-
grammes of the government
aiming to strengthen the rural
economy, he said the present
government attached top prior-
ity to develop the country-wide

communication network, so
that it could provide better dis-
tribution facilities of resources
Lo remote areas.

The minister urged all con-
cerned to help complete the

consiruction work within the
scheduled time,

The Nagarkandi bridge con-
structed at a cost of Taka 25
lakh would provide better com-
mrdication facilities to the peo-
ple of eight unions in Tongibari
thana with the capital city.

The minister also inaugu-
rated newly constructed build-
ing of Sonarang Pilot High
School.

6000 ponds lying u

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA. Mar 30 : About
6.000 ponds in different parts of
the district have been lying un-
cultivated due to lack of proper
initiative.

Local people said that about
30 per cent of the ponds in the
area have been silted and dried
up due to lack of maintenance.
A large number of ponds are
also covered with water hy-
acinths hampering fish cultiva-
tion.

Experts say. 7.000 metric
tons of fish can be produced
annually if these ponds were
cultivated in proper way

The authorities should take
schemes for re-excavation of the
silted ponds and introduce sci-
entific methods of fish cultiva-
tian to boost fish production in
the district, they added.

Local people have urged the
concerned authorities to come
forward with short term loan for
the share holders of the derelict
ponds for fish cultivation

it is felt that arrangement
should be made to impart
training on pisciculture.

Fodder scarcity

Acute shortage of fodder has
been prevailing in six thanas of
the district.

Cultivators in these areas

of straw {rom the boro, aus and

aman harvest. But this year .
they could not do it because of

natural calamities.

Cultivators are unable to
feed their domestic animals
regularly. Moreover, traditional
grazing fields have been turned
into agricultural fields.

According to local farmers.
green grass for milch cows is
rarely available in the rural ar-
eas as most of fallow lands have
been brought under modern
cultivation methods.

The crop pattern has also
been changed. Prices of oil
cakes and other varieties of
fodder have increased. Besides,
large number of cattle have
fallen prey to various diseases
due to constant starvation.

Many cultivatbrs are selling
their cattle at nominal prices as
they are unabile to feed them.

Tubewells out
of order

Acute scarcily of pure
drinking water is causing seri-
ous problems in rural areas of

the Kushtia district. The exist-
ing number of tubewells in six

thanas are quite inadeqguate to
meet the demand of the people.

According to a report, a large
number of tubewells are lying

nutilised

out of order for the last two
years causing untold sufferings
to the villagers. Innumerable
number of tubewells are out of
order due to the damage of filter
pipes beneath the earth, leak-
age in the pipe and more tube-
wells are lying out of order for
want of spare parts. Plans for
resinking the choked up tube-
wells were initiated by the con-
cerned authorities but to no
avail as yet.

Reliable sources said, ade-
quate fund was needed for
resinking and repair works of

l]irdhgtgﬁlﬁ: Fish production

in the district has come to all
time low due to rampant
catching of fry by current nets
by unscrupulous fishermen.

Despite government ban,
fishermen are catching fish fry
from the rivers. ponds and
haors and selling them openly
in different local markets under
the nose of the law enforcing
agencies.

Catching of fish fry below
nine inches is stirictly prohib-
ited. The fishermen are also
catching hilsha fry known as
Jatka, :

Local people brought th
matter to the notice of district
admimnistration but no‘step has
yel been taken in this regard.

More major bridges -

in next three years

CHANDPUR, Mar 30
Communications Minister Olj
Ahmad Monday said all the na-
tional highways and regional
roads and Bhairab. Pakshi and
Dhaleswari bridges would be
constructed and re-con-
structed within next three
years, reports BSS,

The minister said this at
separate public meetings while
opening Bijoypur Bridge at
Comilla-Chandpur road and
laying foundation stone of
Hajiganj Bridge at Hajiganj.
Chandpur, Sunday. He also laid
foundation stone of Shailakhali
Bridge on Comilla-Chandpur
road.
The proposed Hajiganj
Bridge on the river Dakatia
would cost Taka four crore and
ten lakh and will be completed
within next two years.
Shailakhali Bridge will cost
Taka one crore and 58 lakh
The bridges will be about 117
metres and 39 metres in
length respectively

The Bijoypur Bridge had
cost Taka one crore five lakh
and had been completed
within 12 months. It is about
33 metres in length.

The proposed Hajigan|
Bridge will connect Bhola,
Lakshmipur and Noakhali dis-

tricts with Comilla-Chandpur
road and will minimise the
distance from these districts
to Dhaka by about 60 kilome-
ires.

While addressing separate
public meetings at Hajiganj
and Shailakhali Communica-
tions Minister said, the
opposition in parliament
always talk about the spirit of
liberation war. But, he asked
them, whether alliance with
anti-liberation force, Jamaat
and corrupted and ousted au-
tocratic force to disrupt devel-
opment programmes of an
elected government, or to help
the government in parliamen-
tary system to attain economic
emancipation of the people, is
the spirit of liberation war. He
urged them to honour the
spirit of our great liberation
WA

Among others. the meet-
ings were addressed by M A
Matin MP, Alam Khan, MP and
Begum Rebeya Chowdhury MP.
Chief Engineer of Roads and
Highways and local BNP lead-
ers also addressed the meet-
Ing.

Earlier, the minister visited
under-construction Meghna
Gomotl bridge at Daudkandi in
Comilla

{ Commissioner Kazi

Rural people;skéd to

establish dairy farms

RHULNA. Mar 30 Jatlya
Sangsad Whip Md Asraf
Hossain called upon all
particularly the rural people to
avail the epportunity created
by the government for
establishing dairy farms to
make the country self-
sufficient in milk production,
as well as solving unem-
ployment problem, reports
UNB.

He was addressing as chief
guest at a function arranged in
connection with the distribu-
tion of incentive grant cheques
to the private dairy farmers of
Khulna district. The function
was held at DC's conference
hall Sunday, said an official

| handout.

Presided over by Deputy
Reazul
Haque the function was also
addressed by Divisional Deputy
Director of Livestock Dr Md
Moklesur Rahman.

Md Ashral Hossain formally
handed over the incentive
grant cheques of Taka 17.50
lakh to 42 private dairy farm
ers of Khulna district in the
function.

it may be mentioned that a
few months ago such grant of
about Taka 14.60 lakh was
distributed among 30 private
dairy farmers of the district.

Referring to the people-ori-
ented activities of the govern-
ment Md Asraf Hossain also
sald that the government had
been endeavouring to attain
self-sufficieny in all fields of
national life.

Another report says: The
number of divorce in the dis-
trict is gradullay increasing day
by day causing serious concern

the :

According to Marrige
Registration office, the number

of registered divorces stood at | tions for ‘the purpose,

1,436 in the district
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MYMENSINGH
~ Students asked

to-avoid -
session jam

Mar 30: The classes of the
first year (Hons) students of
six faculties of the university
began on March 23 through
the orientation programme.

Inaugurating the orientation
course at the Jainul Abedin au-

| ditorium’ Vice-Chancellor Prof

Shah Mohammad Farooq called
upon the newcomers to com-
plete their syllabus within the
stipulated period for avoiding
session jam.

He urged the students to
acquire skill in the agricultural
field through devoting them-
selves in the study and re-

search within our limited re- ,

sources

Presided over by Prof '

30,000 acres

Rafiqul Haq Bhuiyan the orien-
tation function was also ad-
dressed by Convenor of Dean
Council Dr Md Abdul Hamid,

Convenor of Provosts Council.

Dr Md Igbal Hossain and Prof
Motahar Hossain,

Another report adds: The
admission test for the first
year honours, classes, session

1993-94 under six faculties of
Bangladesh Agriculture Univer-

sity (BAU) will be held on April
12, reports UNB.

All formalities have been
completed for the admission
test and the applicants have
been asked to sit for the test
on time, says a press release.

Meanwhile, the Science
Conference scheduled to be
held on April 9-11 at BAU, or-
ganised by Bangladesh Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of
Science has been shifted to
May 15-17, said another press
release.

NETRAKONA

Flash flood,
rain damage
boro paddy on
1,500 acres

Mar 30: Flash flood caused
by last two days’ incessant rain
and onrush of water from the
upstream washed away high-
ylelding boro paddy on over
1,500 acres of land of two
haors of Khaliajuri thana of the
district, reports BSS.

Reporis reaching here
Monday from the thana head-
quarters said that torrential
rainfall and the downflows of
rain waters from the
Meghalaya hill range of neigh-
bouring India submerged low
lying areas of the thana damag-
ing paddy and other crops.

Local Water Development
Board sources told BSS that
the water level in the river
Dhanu also registered a sharp
rise and was flowing a little be-
low the danger mark.

IDINAJPUR

Defamation case
filed against
police officer

Mar 30: A defamation case
was filed with the District
Magistrate Court against the
Officer-in-Charge of Kotwali
thana on Monday, reports
UNB.

According to the com-
plaints, Liton, a local corre-
spondent of a national daily
was physically assaulted by a
gang ol smugglers for publish-
ing a news item in e daily in
its Februaty 12 (ssiie

Liton alleged that OC
Kotwali police station Golam
Mostafa Miah refused Lo take
the case against the attackers.

Advocate Alhaj Abdul Majid,
President of Dinajpur Press
Club went to the thana on
March 15 and had requested
the OC to register the case. But
he again refused and allegedly
insulted him. Finding no other
way. he filed the case.

A memorandum was sent to
the higher authorities in this
connection. General Secretary
of District Press Club Mainul
Islam along with 50 advocates
condemned the incident

CHIIT-A(H]NG_
Drive to free
City area
from mosquito
menace

Mar 30 : Chittagong City
Corporation (CCC) will launch a
two-month long drive against
mosquito menace from April 3,
a CCC press release said
Tugsday, reports BSS.

The CCC Mayor A B M
Mohiuddin Chowdhury ha#
asked 4] city ward commis-
sioners to su the antl-
mosquito drive so that the city
could be free of the
mosquitoes. The mayor has
also appealed to city dwellers
to clean the premises of their
own houses. He also agked the
city people to clean abandoned
ponds, drains and other breed-
ing places ol mosquitoes.

The CCC health department
has Laken necessary pu-pur;
the

press release added
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Two arrested

on charge of

raping young
woman

Mar 30: Police arrested two.
people on Saturday from their!
residences at Itagacha on
charge of rapimg a young
woman, says UNB. _

The accused were identi-
fied as Ershad Ali Khokon,
truck driver and helper
Soleman Mia.

Police said, the two accused
men on March 18 abducted
Shyamoli Rani 30 of Sathati of
Kaligonj thana from the
Kaliganj bus terminal and re-

peatedly raped her in a near
brickfield. —

CHANDPUR

of land under
IRRI-Boro

cultivation plan

Mar 30: About 30,000 acres
of land have been brought un- i
der IRRI-Boro cultivation at |
Matlab Meghna-Dhanagoda Irr- |
igation Project during the
current season, reports BSS,

As a result, ten lakh maunds
of additional crops are ex-
pected to be produced within
the command area of the pro-
ject. I3

The Taka 113 crore
Meghna-Dhanagoda Irrigation
Project is one of the biggesi
irrigation projects in the coun-
try

The project is run by the
Bangladesh Water Develop-
ment Board (BWDB). The:
project was started in 1987,
Besides cultivation of paddy,,
the project provides facilities
to fish cultivation, poultry.
farming etc. .

The project area covers 14
unions of Matlab thana under
Chandpur district. About four
lakh people of the area are be-
ing directly benefited by the,
project. 34
TANGAIL

One killed, 3
hurt in road
accident

Mar 30: One person was al-
legedly ‘kilfed - ‘and three
others, including two women
and a child was seriously in-
jured in'a road accident at
Karatia bus stand on Tangail-
Dhaka highway recently, re-
ports BSS,

The accident oeccurred
when a truck hit an autorick-
shaw standing nearby.

As a result, Badal
Chowdhury, a businessman of
Karatia, was killed and three
others received injuries. The
injured persons have been
admitted to sadar hospital.

A case has been registered
in Tangail thana.

Besides, one Amina about
twelve years old of village
Fanch Kahania under sadar
thana allegedly committed
suicide on Friday night. She al-
legedly hanged herself with
the branch of a tree.

SYLHET

Peptic ulcer
patients
Increasing

Mar 30: Deputy Minister for,
Health and Family Welfare
Mohammad Sirajul Haque,
Monday said the number of,
peptic ulcer patients had been,
growing in the country, re-
ports BSS. -

He said 15 per cent people
above 15 years of age were
suffering from the disease in
Bangladesh.

He was addressing as the
chief guest at a symposium of
peptic ulcer organised by
Bangladesh Gastroenterology
Society. .

The deputy minister said
the government's objective of
health for all by the 2000

could be successful if we could.
take effective measures for

prevention of the disease.

KUSHTIA

One killed in
road accident

Mar  30; One Mizanur
Rahman (27) was killed in
road accident at Mashan Bazar
on Kushtia-Meherpur road in
Mirpur thana recently, reports
BSS.

As a truck tried to over-
come a barricade put up by the
dacoits on the road it turned
turtle killing Mizanur Rahman
on the spot. The dacoits, how-
ever. were able to loot the

& i'&*aa-c has been registered
with the Mirpur thana.

In another accident one
Beauty Khatun (10) was killed
al Jugia village on the outskirt
of the town on Kushtia-
Bheramara road.

The girl was seriously in-
jured by a minibus. §he was
rushed to Kushtia General
Hospital where she succumbed
to her injuries.




